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KEY DEVELOPMENTS 
• On April 30, the Qadhafi government claimed that North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) attacks on the Qadhafi 

family compound resulted in the death of Muammar Qadhafi’s son, Saif al-Arab Qadhafi.  In retaliation, Qadhafi loyalists 
reportedly mobbed and vandalized Western embassies, including the British, French, Qatari, Italian, and U.S. Missions.  
In addition, protesters burned down the U.N. compound in Tripoli, according to the Office of the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).  As a result, U.N. staff temporarily evacuated to Tunisia.   

• On April 29, NATO ships observed boats laying anti-ship mines outside of the Misratah port—the primary point of access 
for humanitarian assistance entering Misratah.  According to the U.N. Office for the Coordination for Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA), NATO is clearing the mines to ensure safe passage of ships conducting evacuations of migrants from the 
Misratah harbor.  To date, NATO has cleared two mines and is searching for a third.  Local and international media 
sources report that pro-Qadhafi forces continued to launch rocket attacks on the port on May 2.   

• Continued fighting at the Tunisia–Libya border has displaced more than 9,000 people from Libya to Tunisia since April 
30, according to relief agencies in the area.  Fighting has also resulted in casualties among both pro-Qadhafi and 
opposition forces.  Many of the injured have been transported into Tunisia for stabilization in Dahiba and onward transfer 
to Tataouine Hospital. 

• USAID and the U.S. Department of State are providing $47 million for the Libya complex emergency.  In addition, the 
U.S. Government (USG) has provided military in-kind assistance to transport 1,158 Egyptians from Tunisia to Egypt via 
U.S. C-130s, valued at nearly $1.1 million.1  

 

NUMBERS AT A GLANCE                                                                               SOURCE
Total Number of Individuals Arrived in Egypt, Tunisia, 
Niger, Algeria, Chad, and Sudan from Libya 

675,816 IOM2 – May 1, 2011 

Number of Individuals Arrived in Egypt from Libya 252,545 IOM – May 1, 2011 
Number of Individuals Arrived in Tunisia from Libya 320,536 IOM – May 1, 2011 
Number of Individuals Arrived in Niger from Libya 60,247 IOM – May 1, 2011 
Number of Individuals Arrived in Algeria from Libya 14,126 IOM – May 1, 2011 
Number of Individuals Arrived in Chad from Libya 19,940 IOM – May 1, 2011 
Number of Individuals Arrived in Sudan from Libya 2,800 IOM – May 1, 2011 

 
FY 2011 ANNOUNCED USAID AND STATE ASSISTANCE FOR THE LIBYA COMPLEX EMERGENCY 
USAID/OFDA3 Assistance for Complex Emergency in Libya4 .............................................................................. $10,000,000 
USAID/FFP5 Assistance for the Complex Emergency in Libya .............................................................................. $10,000,000 
State/PRM6 Assistance for the Complex Emergency in Libya7 ............................................................................... $27,000,000 
Total USAID and State Assistance for the Complex Emergency in Libya ....................................................... $47,000,000 
 
CONTEXT 
• In mid-February, following civilian demonstrations in Tunisia and Egypt, the people of Libya began protesting against the 

Muammar Qadhafi-led Libyan government.  As unrest rapidly spread throughout the country, Libyan security forces 
under the authority of Muammar Qadhafi began responding to protesting crowds with increasing violence.  

• Ongoing violence has resulted in large-scale population outflows to neighboring countries, protection concerns, and 
global outcry from the international community regarding human rights violations.  On March 1, the U.N. General 
Assembly unanimously suspended Libya’s membership in the U.N. Human Rights Council.  In addition, the U.N. 
Security Council passed a resolution on March 17 establishing a no-fly zone over Libya and authorizing member states to 
take “all necessary measures” to protect civilians under threat of attack.  On March 31, the NATO assumed full command 
of military operations in Libya. 

                                                           
1 The figure will be adjusted as additional information becomes available and is not included in total USG humanitarian assistance figures. 
2 International Organization for Migration (IOM) 
3 USAID’s Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance (USAID/OFDA)  
4 USAID/OFDA has committed nearly $9.2 million as of May 2.  The total funding figure includes $50,000 provided through the U.S. Embassy in Tunis to 
respond to increasing humanitarian needs on the Tunisia–Libya border.   
5 USAID’s Office of Food for Peace (USAID/FFP) 
6 U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration (State/PRM) 
7 State/PRM has obligated the entire $27 million.   
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• On March 2, U.S. Ambassador to Tunisia Gordon Gray declared a disaster due to increasing humanitarian needs on the 
Tunisia–Libya border.  In response, USAID/OFDA provided an initial $50,000 through the U.S. Embassy in Tunis to the 
Tunisia Red Crescent Society (TRC) for medical care, shelter, blankets, and other emergency assistance.  

 
Misratah Evacuations  
• More than 13,000 people have been evacuated from Misratah to date; IOM estimates that between 500 and 1,500 people 

still await evacuation from the Misratah port.  Additional evacuations will occur once mines have been cleared from the 
harbor. 

• During an April 29 coordination meeting in Benghazi, an IOM representative reported that the organization had 
evacuated more than 5,000 people from Misratah, including 4,585 foreign nationals and 120 injured individuals.  IOM 
also transported 1,470 metric tons (MT) of relief items to Misratah donated by Libyan businessmen and individuals, the 
Libya Appeal Team, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) Red Crescent, the Government of Qatar, and local and 
international non-governmental organizations (NGOs). 

• As of May 1, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) had evacuated approximately 1,800 people from 
Misratah, including nine wounded individuals.   
 

Population Displacement  
• On May 2, IOM staff in Benghazi reported that the organization has transported all remaining migrants from the 

Benghazi transit center to Salloum, Egypt.  Between March 3 and May 1, IOM has transported 12,620 migrants via bus 
from Benghazi to Salloum.   

• Approximately 2,512 people remained at Salloum on May 2, according to IOM.  The population at Salloum is expected 
to decrease significantly over the next week, as IOM continues to organize repatriation flights from Egypt.  No large 
migrant influxes to Salloum are anticipated until evacuations from Misratah resume. 

• Fighting continues between Qadhafi and opposition forces near the Dahiba border crossing.  Libyans arriving at Remada 
camp in Tunisia on April 30—the majority from Zintan—reported that intensified fighting and scarcity of essential 
goods, such as food and fuel, had caused them to flee.  Others reported that Libyans had begun de-capitalizing by selling 
their animals in exchange for food and goods. 

• UNHCR estimates that at least 30,000 Libyans are now hosted by the local Tunisian community.  ICRC has started a 
pilot program to provide three-month food baskets to both host families and hosted refugees in Medenine in an effort to 
prevent strain and tension in host communities.  In addition, the U.N. World Food Program (WFP) plans to begin a pilot 
program for 1,500 Libyan families and 500 Tunisian host families in Tataouine.  WFP will also provide non-food item 
kits to participating families on a one-time basis. 

• On April 30, the USG Disaster Assistance Response Team (DART) in Tunisia traveled with other donors to Remada 
camp and Tataouine.  The DART visited the site of a new Qatar Red Crescent camp site in Tataouine, located near the 
youth center, which is serving as a transit site.  Information about the site remains limited, but OCHA reports that the site 
is expected to host up to 2,000 individuals.  UNHCR is also expanding Remada camp to host up to 10,000 individuals. 

 
Health 
• On April 28, the DART in Egypt attended the Cairo-based Health Cluster meeting, where U.N. agencies noted that some 

conflict-related medical needs persist in eastern Libya.  According to the U.N. World Health Organization (WHO) and 
U.N. Population Fund (UNFPA), needs include antenatal care, treatment for psychosocial problems among children, 
access to diapers and hygiene pads, and treatment for increased rates of lice and scabies among children.   

• Health Cluster agencies report a backlog of between 500 and 800 patients in Misratah, including several hundred who 
require urgent evacuation, according to OCHA.  NGOs continue to provide support staff to health facilities in Misratah; 
however, the recent mining of the Misratah harbor has prevented the majority of humanitarian ships from entering or 
leaving the port since April 29. 

• Due to ongoing conflict in western Libya, ICRC is working with a medical NGO to provide additional assistance to the 
Dahiba hospital in southern Tunisia, which has received an increased number of war-wounded patients in recent days.  
ICRC has also provided a dispensary tent and triage kit to help the hospital respond to the increased caseload. 

 
Emergency Food Assistance  
• On May 1, the DART in Benghazi attended the Food Security Cluster meeting.  Cluster participants did not report any 

acute food needs in eastern Libya.  The Libyan Committee for Humanitarian Aid and Relief (LCHR) has registered 
106,614 internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Benghazi District; approximately 90 percent of the IDPs are residing with 
host families and receive assistance from relief agencies and local communities.   

• At the May 1 meeting, Food Cluster participants discussed a standardized food basket, which will likely include flour or 
pasta, vegetable oil, and pulses.  WFP and the LCHR will discuss the standardized food basket in more detail in the 
coming week.   
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• According to OCHA, WFP has prepositioned or mobilized approximately 35,000 MT of food for the Libya response, 
enough for nearly 300,000 people for three months.  On April 29, at a general coordination meeting, WFP reported 
working with the LCHR to refine targeting criteria for future distributions.   

• ICRC recently revised the contents of ICRC food packets and hygiene kits based on feedback from beneficiaries.  ICRC 
plans to distribute an additional 11,000 food packets and hygiene kits in the coming weeks.  To date, ICRC has provided 
12,000 family food packets and hygiene kits to individuals in Libya.   

 
Logistics 
• WFP conducted the inaugural flight of the U.N. Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) on May 1, carrying 21 passengers 

from seven organizations between Malta, Cairo, and Benghazi.  UNHAS services will ensure a means of transporting 
light relief items and better access for the humanitarian community to key locations in Libya.  USAID/OFDA has 
provided $1.5 million to WFP for the Libya crisis, $750,000 of which will support UNHAS operations.  Apart from a 
Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) contribution, USAID/OFDA is currently the only donor supporting UNHAS 
operations for Libya.   

• On April 28, the Logistics Cluster announced that three shipping lines have reestablished Benghazi as a regular port of 
call; two additional shipping lines are also considering the option of reestablishing Benghazi as a regular port of call.   

• According to OCHA, WFP is returning warehouse space in the Benghazi port to the port authority to provide more space 
for commercial shipments.  USAID/OFDA’s support to WFP includes funds to establish separate relief commodity 
warehouses. 
 

¹ Symbols reflect daily trends.   
 

 

Key Information on Population Movements  
Indicator  Number Trend Comments 
Number of Migrants who Arrived in Tunisia 
from Libya on May 1 who Require 
Repatriation Assistance 
(Source: IOM) 

297 
 

(15%) 

As of May 1, a total of 320,536 individuals had crossed into Tunisia from Libya. 
The total crossing figure does not include people crossing at Dahiba; these 
populations are represented in the figure once identified as needing assistance, not 
at the time of crossing.  

Number of Libyan and Tunisian Nationals who 
Arrived in Tunisia from Libya on May 1 who 
Do Not Require Repatriation Assistance  
(Source: IOM) 

6,053 
 

(13%) 

The figure includes 5,468 Libyans and 585 Tunisians. Reports from the Ra’s Ajdir 
border indicate that Libyan nationals crossing into Tunisia are conducting day 
trading and/or immediately relocating to stay with host families and friends.  There 
is currently no mechanism to track the number of people crossing back into Libya.  
In total, nearly 145,000 Tunisian and Libyan nationals have crossed into Tunisia 
and do not require repatriation assistance. 

Estimated Number of People Residing in 
Tunisia Transit Camps near the  Ra’s Ajdir 
Border Crossing, as of May 1 
(Source: UNHCR) 

4,644  

The collective number includes individuals who reside at the UNHCR-managed 
Shousha camp, the UAE Red Crescent camp, and the International Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies-managed camp.  This number does not 
include 3,305 individuals in camps in and around Dahiba.    

Number of People Repatriated from Tunisia on 
May 1 (Source: IOM) 247 

 
(30%) 

The figure includes 217 Egyptians.  

Number of Migrants who Arrived in Egypt 
from Libya on May 1 (Source: IOM)  751 

 
(45%) 

The figure includes 10 Bangladeshis, 13 Chadians, and 675 Nigeriens. 

Number of Egyptian and Libyan Nationals 
who Arrived in Egypt from Libya on May 1 
(Source: IOM) 

2,130 
 

(14%) 
The figure includes 319 Egyptians and 1,811 Libyans. 

Number of People who Crossed from Egypt to 
Libya on May 1 (Source: IOM) 2,850 

 
(5%) 

The figure includes 2,020 Libyans and 808 Egyptians.   

Number of Individuals Repatriated from 
Egypt on May 1 (Source: IOM) 618  

Figure adjusted from April 30.  Mechanical issues prevented planned flights from 
occurring. 

Estimated Number of People Residing in the 
Transit Site at Salloum, Egypt, as of May 1 
(Source: IOM) 

~2,512  
(12%) 

The Salloum population is expected to decrease significantly over the next week, as 
IOM continues to organize repatriation flights for TCNs who have reached Salloum. 
No large migrant influxes to Salloum are anticipated until evacuations from 
Misratah resume.

Trend Key:¹ Increasing = ;  Declining = ;  No Change/Trend unknown =     
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FY 2011 USG ASSISTANCE FOR THE LIBYA COMPLEX EMERGENCY 
Implementing Partner Activity Location Amount 

USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE 
Agency for Cooperation 
and Technical 
Development (ACTED) 

Logistics and Relief Supplies Libya $25,000 

ACTED Economic Recovery and Market Systems, 
Logistics and Relief Supplies Libya $500,000 

Danish Refugee Council Protection, Logistics and Relief Supplies Libya $438,649 
International Relief and 
Development Logistics and Relief Supplies Libya $349,223 

TRC Emergency Relief Supplies Tunisia $50,000 

TRC USAID/OFDA Commodities:  2,000 blankets; 40 
rolls of plastic sheeting; 9,600 water containers Tunisia $40,300 

International Medical 
Corps (IMC)/Merlin 

10 health kits and three trauma kits, plus 
transportation Libya $348,992 

IMC Health; Logistics and Relief Supplies; Water, 
Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH) Libya $2,500,000 

Merlin Health Libya $519,683 

OCHA Humanitarian Coordination and Information 
Management Libya $500,0008 

WHO Health Libya $1,000,000 
WFP  Logistics and Emergency Telecommunications Libya $750,000 
WFP UNHAS Libya $750,000 
TBD Emergency Relief Activities and Relief Supplies Affected Areas $848,459 
  Program Support Costs   $1,379,694 
TOTAL USAID/OFDA  $10,000,000 

USAID/FFP 
WFP Title II Emergency Food Assistance Libya $5,000,000 
WFP Local and Regional Food Procurement Tunisia, Egypt $5,000,000 
TOTAL USAID/FFP $10,000,000 

STATE/PRM ASSISTANCE 

IOM Evacuation and repatriation of third-country 
nationals from Libya Tunisia, Egypt $13,000,000 

UNHCR Management of transit centers in Tunisia, basic 
services to migrants in Egypt Tunisia, Egypt $7,000,000 

ICRC Medical and surgical care, water and sanitation 
facilities, other activities in the region 

Affected Areas, 
including in Libya $7,000,000 

TOTAL STATE/PRM $27,000,000 
TOTAL USAID AND STATE HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE FOR THE LIBYA 
COMPLEX EMERGENCY IN FY 2011 $47,000,000 

 
PUBLIC DONATION INFORMATION 
• The most effective way people can assist relief efforts is by making cash contributions to humanitarian organizations that 

are conducting relief operations.  Information on identifying such organizations is available in the “How Can I Help” 
section of www.usaid.gov (keyword: Libya) or by calling the Center for International Disaster Information (CIDI) at 
703-276-1914.   

• USAID encourages cash donations because they allow aid professionals to procure the exact items needed (often in the 
affected region); reduce the burden on scarce resources (such as transportation routes, staff time, and warehouse space); 
can be transferred very quickly and without transportation costs; support the economy of the disaster-stricken region; and 
ensure culturally, dietary, and environmentally appropriate assistance. 

• More information can be found at: 
o USAID:  www.usaid.gov (keyword: donations) 
o The Center for International Disaster Information:  www.cidi.org or (703) 276-1914 
o Information on relief activities of the humanitarian community can be found at www.reliefweb.int 

 
USG bulletins appear on the USAID web site at http://www.usaid.gov/our_work/humanitarian_assistance/disaster_assistance 

                                                           
8 The total does not include an additional $500,000 provided by USAID/OFDA to OCHA’s Middle East Office for regional coordination. 


