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Situation Report 11 – Caribbean Hurricane Season 
9 September 2008 

This situation report is based on information received from, the UN Emergency Technical Team (UNETT) in the affected 
countries, the Regional Office in Panama and the National Hurricane Centre. This situation report covers the effects of 
Hurricanes “Gustav”, “Hanna” and “Ike” in the Caribbean.  

HIGHLIGHTS 
In Haiti, some 328 people have died up as a result of tropical storms Fay, Gustav, Hanna and Ike, out of 
which 125 in Gonaives/Artibonite. In total, some 101,810 families have been affected.   
Cuba is also reporting heavy damage as hurricane “Ike” is battering the island. 
Grand Turk, in the Turks and Caicos, is the most affected following the passage of “Ike”. 
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SITUATION

1. Hurricane “Ike” is now a Category 1 hurricane and is currently crossing inland over western Cuba. “Ike” is 
moving toward the west –northwest and will be emerging into the South eastern Gulf of Mexico in the next few hours. 
Some weakening is possible as “Ike” moves over western Cuba but re-strengthening is possible once the hurricane reachs 
the Gulf of Mexico. Large and dangerous battering waves along the southern coast of Cuba are expected.  

2. The Caribbean region has been affected since 15 August successively by tropical storm Fay, hurricanes “Gustav” 
and “Hanna”. These have affected Haiti, the Dominican Republic, Jamaica, the Bahamas, the Cayman Islands, Turks and 
Caicos, Costa Rica, Cuba and the United States with Haiti and Cuba particularly impacted.  

HAITI 
3. With hurricane “Ike” moving away from Haiti, relief delivery resumed and increased. The priority is to reach 
affected populations not assisted so far and getting a full picture of the damages inflicted by the recent storms. 
Notwithstanding considerable achievements, there are still large sectors of the affected population throughout the country 
which have not received assistance.  

4. According to the DPC, some 328 people have died up to date as a result of tropical storms Fay, Gustav, Hanna 
and Ike, out of which 125 in Gonaives/Artibonite. Approximately 37 persons are missing and 136 are injured. Currently, 
some 78,200 people are in temporary shelters. In total, some 101,810 families (or 600,000 people) have been affected.  

5. While Gonaives is the most affected area, it is becoming evident that some areas in the southern departments are 
still inaccessible and have not received any aid. These include the southern coast between Tiburon and Coteaux (South 
department), most of the coast of the South Eastern department with the exception of Jacmel, and the area around Pilate 
(North department). An unconfirmed number of deaths were also reported in Cabaret, West department, that was heavily 
affected by rainfall caused by “Ike” on Sunday 7 September. 

6. In Gonaives, water levels have been receding. Delivery assistance in the city increased but there is an urgent need 
to strengthen distribution capacity to significantly enlarge the number of affected people reached. A meeting between the 
MINUSTAH SRSG, the DSRSG/RC/HC and the UNCT was held to further develop complementarities between the 
UNCT and MINUSTAH. The focus was on how to overcome existing bottlenecks in the distribution of relief items, 
keeping in mind mounting threats to security if the volume of distribution is not being stepped up immediately. The only 
bridge to Gonaives was damaged yesterday – isolating Artibonite and Northwest Departments completely from the rest of 
the country. 

7. Efforts are being made to strengthen the work of clusters and the accountability of cluster leads. The 
Humanitarian Coordinator convened a cluster leads meeting on 9 September to confirm the amount of assistance provided 
by clusters up to date, consolidate estimated needs and identify immediate actions to be taken. In Gonaives, the UNDAC 
team strengthened its presence in support of humanitarian coordination.  

Sectoral coordination and aid deliveries
Nutrition
8. UNICEF cautioned that there was a need to identify more implementing partners and staff available in the 
nutrition sector. UNICEF sent a shipment of nutritional supplies to Gonaives to support MSF-Belgium who is monitoring 
nutrition in the area and treating cases of acute malnutrition.  

Health
9. Regions outside Gonaives city have not yet been reached.  In the Southern and South Eastern department, some 
communities have not yet been accessed since 26 August. PAHO is evaluating health needs through the deployment of 
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local coordinators in 3 departments (including to Gonaïves) and is providing advice on management of dead bodies. An 
epidemiological surveillance system is also being implemented. 

Protection
10. UNICEF is coordinating with WFP assessment missions to include a UNICEF protection component in all 
missions.  PLAN, Save the Children, AVSI, CRS, World Concern, CRH have positioned themselves to run psychosocial 
support projects in the temporary shelters. UNICEF will share with all partners the list of orphanages approved by the 
government to carry out assessments on the situation of children.  

Education
11. The Ministry of Education and UNICEF are coordinating closely to assess the damage to schools. The Ministry of 
Education and Save the Children inform that at least 40,000 children, in more than 100 schools in the South-East, West 
and Nippes departments, are affected. Those numbers are likely to increase as continuing assessments are being 
completed by Minister of Education and NGO partners in Gonaïves (Artibonite) and the North-West department. The 
Ministry has put in place an emergency task force and is conducting assessments in the 10 departments. Additional results 
will be available as of 9 September.  

Food
12. Some 42,263 Beneficiaries were reached and 282 MT were distributed, amounting to USD 367,197. Food 
assistance, including dry family rations and distributions in temporary shelters, has been provided by WFP with its 
partners Care, Caritas and Crose in many departments. World Vision has also distributed food in Hinche and Island of La 
Gonave, and CRS has provided dry food rations in Les Cayes. Distributed food commodities include high energy biscuits 
rice, beans, corn soya blend, and vegetable oil. 

13. Shortage of food commodities on local market reported in some areas. WFP is sending 30 MT of HEB to Jeremie 
by helicopter and has food commodities ready to be sent by boat to Jeremie and Gonaives. The boat schedule is to be 
confirmed. Additional WFP staff reached Gonaives. 

Water and Sanitation 
14. Two UNCEF staff members are currently in Gonaives to carry out needs assessments. Last week, some 60,000 
litres of water were delivered to Gonaives. On 9 September more watsan items will be shipped to Gonaives with a 
MINUSTAH boat. Oxfam will be the implementing partner to organize the distribution of these relief items. 

Information and Communications Technology  
15. The first ICT meeting involving WFP, UNICEF and TSF took place. Any actors willing to participate in further 
meetings can attend by contacting the UNDAC team. WFP will discus with UNDSS to improve the UHF/VHF 
communication system. In Gonaives, the TSF reports that the landline network is not functional however the GSM 
network provided by DIGICEL is functional. “Ike” did not seem to have affected public communication networks around 
the country. TSF, with UNDAC, set up a telecommunication centre with an internet connection, a Satellite phone, faxing, 
printing and scanning facilities that can be used by all the humanitarian community, at the MINUSTAH compound in 
Gonaives.

16. A Flash Appeal is being finalised as well as a CERF request. The Humanitarian Coordinator has informed that 
United Nations and partners are using the cluster approach to support the Haitian government's efforts. The country team 
has requested particular support from global clusters in the following four areas: Logistics (WFP), Water & Sanitation 
(UNICEF), Shelter and Non-Food Items (IOM) and Early Recovery (UNDP). Cluster leads in Haiti have already been in 
touch with their respective Headquarters to request reinforcements in these areas. Please find in Annex I the table of 
assistance to Haiti. 

CUBA
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17. Some 1.2 million people were evacuated to shelters or higher ground as “Ike” passed across almost the entire 
length of Cuba on 8 and 9 September. This represents 10% of the Cuban population. There has been no official 
confirmation, but 4 deaths were reported. The Civile Defense had issued five informative notes establishing protective 
measures related to the advance of hurricane “Ike” through the national territory. The public health system has been fully 
activated, especially in remote and evacuation areas. Workers rushed to protect coffee plants and other crops. 

18. State television broadcasted images of the storm surge washing over coastal homes in the easternmost city of 
Baracoa, reporting waves surging over buildings as tall as five stories and dozens of dwellings damaged beyond repair. 
Maisi was also heavy damaged. Throughout the eastern and central provinces damages are being reported in the following 
sectors: electricity transmission lines; housing – both from flooding and wind damage to roofs; telephone lines; water 
services (due to lack of electricity primarily); agriculture; industrial installations and food production cooperatives. Damns 
are being monitored. In Camaguey, in only one municipality, an initial assessment shows that 2,500 homes were damaged 
and 200 are completely destroyed. Some 2,000 tons of food were destroyed as well as 1,300 fruit trees.  Some 
communities are still cut off. At 3:30 pm, Ike moved off the Cuban coast in Pinar del Rio with winds gusts of up to 190 
km/hour.  

19. The recovery phase has already been declared for the eastern provinces and assessments are being undertaken. 
Rubbles, poles and trees are starting to be removed and brigades are working on establishing electricity and water service. 
Heavy rains associated with Ike will continue over the central provinces and Pinar del Rio through the night and 
tomorrow. These are dangerous as the ground is saturated due to “Gustav”. In the period from 2000 to 2008, diverse 
natural disasters destroyed a total of 102,000 dwellings, while “Gustav” left a total of 90,000 homes destroyed in a few 
hours.

20. The United Nations System (UN) continues to provide active support to the recovery process through concrete 
actions which include: the arrival of 15 tones of food for the Isle of Youth; technical assistance to prepare proposals for 
the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF); meetings with donors; and a visit to the affected territories. Offers of 
support have come in from different countries such as Russia, People’s Republic of China, Bolivia, Argentina, Spain, 
Brazil, Mexico, Guatemala, the Cayman Islands, Peru, Santa Lucia and East Timor.  OCHA allocated a USD 100,000 in 
cash grants.

21. Cash donations can be made at: 
Account Number: 033473 
Banco Financiero Internacional 
 Account name: MINVEC huracanes restauración de daños 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
22. The Dominican Republic escaped relatively unscathed from the passage of Hurricane “Ike” in the north of 
Hispaniola on  6 -7 September although the situation remains potentially dangerous because of rainfall associated with the 
outer bands of the hurricane and of a saturated soil  in many areas. 

23. Rains resulted in some localized flooding of homes in low lying areas.  In general, there was little serious damage 
to property and infrastructure with some 3,343 houses damaged and 46 destroyed. Approximately 96 communities are 
isolated, 9 roads and 12 bridges are affected. 

24. One person was reported killed in Nagua by a falling tree. On 5 September, emergency authorities had carried out 
mandatory preventive evacuations in all vulnerable areas along the northern coast and in some other areas. Some 16,715 
people were evacuated.  Of these, some 5,348 people are in 52 official shelters while the rest is staying with friends and 
family.   
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25. There are reports of flooding of some communities in the Barahona area, in the south-west of the country, which 
had been badly affected by “Noel” in 2007 and damage to crops. River and damns levels are constantly being monitored. 
Disease surveillance and medical assistance in shelters is on going.  

BAHAMAS AND TURKS AND CAICOS  
26. Hurricane “Ike” began impacting Turks and Caicos and the Great Inagua Bahamas Islands from September 6as a 
Category Four Hurricane. Damage assessments are underway in the Turks and Caicos Islands and the Southern Islands of 
the Bahamas. The Andros and Ragged Islands in the Bahamas remain under a Tropical Storm warning. The Jamaican 
government has discontinued the Tropical Storm Watch for that island.  

27. There have been no reports of fatalities or injuries on the Bahamas or the Turks and Caicos Islands. The Turks 
and Caicos Islands have been severely affected and preliminary damage assessment is currently underway.  

28. In the Bahamas, initial reports from Great Inagua indicate that approximately 70 to 80 % of the houses on Great 
Inagua have sustained roof damage and approximately 25 % sustained major damage.  Island wide power outages have 
been experienced due to fallen poles.  Both the airport and the seaport are open. Two relief flights with emergencies 
supplies were scheduled to leave on 9 September for Great Inagua, as well as a damage assessment team including social 
services, health, water and sewage, works and environment and telecommunications experts. Senior government officials 
are expected to visit the affected areas on September 9.  

29. Grand Turks Island and South Caicos were declared disaster areas by Government of Turks and Caicos (TCI). 
Initial reports from Turks and Caicos Islands indicate that in Grand Turk, some 348 people are in shelters. Electricity and 
telephone services are not available as most power lines are down. A reconnaissance flight over the island has reported 
severe flooding in southern part of the Salt Cay and significant damage to homes and buildings. In South Caicos, initial 
reports indicate that 20-30% of houses completely destroyed and 55% of houses were moderately damaged (roofs blown 
off, still habitable). Also in Salt Cay, water and electricity supplies have been interrupted and there is some concern with 
the public water supply. Citizens are being encouraged to boil all drinking water. 

30. The UNDAC Team will reach Turks and Caicos tomorrow as there are no commercial flights operational to the 
Islands. The national response is headed by the Disaster Office TCI under the Minister for Home affairs and Public and 
Public Safety. National Damage Assessment and Technical Teams are on the ground in Turks and Caicos preliminary 
damage assessment. A CDERA six-member damage assessment and needs analysis team arrived in Providenciales on 8 
September. The team is composed of technical experts in the areas of health, infrastructure, telecommunication, electricity 
and social services and was deployed from Jamaica, the sub-regional focal point for this area in the CDERA System. The 
CDERA Coordinating Unit Technical Manager for Preparedness and Country Support also arrived in Providenciales.  

31. Technical support to the Department of Disaster and Emergencies in the TCI will be strengthened with the arrival 
of a Disaster Management Officer from the International Federation of Red Cross and Crescent Societies and with the 
National Disaster Coordinator from Saint Lucia. The CDERA CU has a team of military engineers from the Regional 
Defense Forces on standby to provide support. Deployment will be informed by the specific needs requests made by the 
Government of the Turks and Caicos however there has been a request for disaster coordination and health services 
systems advisors as well as mental health counselors, nursing and medical staff. The National Emergency Management 
Organization in Belize has scheduled a meeting to discuss support. The British Guard Ship the HMS Iron Duke has 
responded to the emergency and is presently in the Grand Turk providing support to the Department of Disaster and 
Emergencies. The CARICOM Disaster Relief Unit has been stood down. 

 REGIONAL RESPONSE 

32. The IFRC has launched a preliminary Emergency Appeal. The Emergency Appeal seeks CHF 1,778,824 to support 
the Cuban, Haitian, and Jamaican National Societies to assist 7,000 families for six months. The appeal aims at providing 
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support in food and basic non-food items, shelter, health, capacity building, and early recovery. Further assessments are 
continuing and it is likely that the assessed needs will increase. Regional Offices deployed specialist teams to Haiti, Cuba 
and Jamaica.  

33. The OCHA Regional Office in Panama is closely monitoring the situation and is in close contact with the RCs and 
UNETEs of the affected countries in the region. More information can be found on Reliefweb at www.reliefweb.int and 
REDHUM at www.redhum.org. More information on the hurricanes and storms can be found at http://www.nhc.noaa.gov.
Humanitarian organisations and donors are encouraged to report all contributions (cash and in-kind) to OCHA's Financial 
Tracking Service at fts@reliefweb.int or through the on-line contribution form at www.reliefweb.int/fts.
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ANNEX I: CONTRIBUTIONS TO HAITI

Contribution Donor 
Amount (US$) In Kind Donation 

Sector Implementing partner Comments 

kitchen kits/ blankets/ buckets/ 
hygiene kits 

NFI IFRC

$94,011.40  IFRC joint
contribution for 
Cuba, Haiti and 
Jamaica. 
Amount 
allocated for 
Haiti unknown 
as yet 

$40,424.90  Water / NFI / Health Médecins du Monde 
(MDM) Canada 

Canada/CIDA

$517,000.00  pending
sub-total $564,068  
Church of the 
Latter Day 
Saints

  baby kits / hygiene kits NFI IOM   

Brazil $100,000  Water / Food Brazilian Battalion 
$2,854,598    Health/ emergency relief   Funds 

contributed after 
Gustav

$927,744    Logistics WFP 
$856,379    Water Spanish Red Cross 
$642,284    Water/ NFI Oxfam GB 

ECHO 

$428,189    WASH / Nutrition UNICEF 

Additional
emergency 
funds after 
Hanna

sub-total $5,709,196          
France Five technical experts deployed 

from reconnaissance of ports 
exploring the possibility of 
using a French frigate 

Logistics pending

Germany $214,000    Emergency relief Diakonie-Nothilfe / Red 
Cross

Japan 50 plastic sheeting / 20 water 
purifiers /780 plastic containers 
/ 20 tents, 500 blankets/ 20 
generators/ 510 mattresses/ 20 
water containers/ 20 electric 
wire (value $156,000) 

NFI Departement Protection 
Civile (Government of 
Haiti)

An additional 
shipment of NFI 
is expected.

$100,000  
5,000 hygiene kits/ 10,000 
water conatiners / 500 rolls of 
plastic sheeting ($335,000) 

NFI IOM An additional $2 
million or more 
possibly 
forthcoming 

OFDA/USA 

  One US Navy ship / One US 
Coast Guard ship

Logistics WFP   

sub-total $435,000          
1,197 hygiene kits / 1,700 jerry 
cans / 3,000 mosquito nets / 
1,200 kitchen kits/ 2,400 
blankets/ four motors/ four 
dingies/ six generators 
(value=$163,501) 

NFI First shipment 
already arrived 

Spain

Two water treatment units/ four 
generators / 53,550 water 
treatment tablets/ 30,600 oral 
rehydration salts/ 53 stainless 
steel filters with porcelain 
ballbearings/ watsan materials / 
140 family food rations 
(value=$253,408) 

Spanish Red Cross / 
INTERMON-Oxfam/ 
Terre des hommes (Tdh)-
Suisse/ Caritas 

Second
shipment due to 
arrive 8th 
September 

sub-total $416,909  
Sweden/Star 
of Hope 

$155,763  Food / Shelter     
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Contribution Donor 
Amount (US$) In Kind Donation 

Sector Implementing partner Comments 

$90,009  NFI IOM/ MDM Switzerland/ 
national NGOs 

Initial
contribution 
after Gustav 

$657, 067 Food WFP

Switzerland 

deployment of three logisticians for three 
months (value=$270,027) 

Swiss Red Cross 

subtotal $1,035,103  
Welthungerhilfe $100,000  Emergency relief Welthungerhilfe Donation but 

auto-
implemented 

World Bank Technical assistance Post-disaster damage 
assessment 

Government of Haiti/ UN 

For detailed information please contact: 

Contact Details 
Desk Officer (New York) 

GCMS (Geneva) 

Ms. Heidi Kuttab 

Mr. Peter Neussl 

Office Tel: +1 917 367-3365 
Office Fax: +1 212 963-36 30 
E-mail: kuttab@un.org

Office Tel: +41 22 917 1511 
E-mail: neussl@un.org

OCHA Regional Office 
Latin America and 
Caribbean

Mr. Douglas Reimer 
Regional Disaster Response Adviser 

Office Tel. +507 317-1748 
Office Fax +507 317-1744 
Mobile: +507 6676-1689 
E-mail:  reimer@un.org

Press Contact: (NY) Ms. Stephanie Bunker  Office Tel : + 1 917-367-5126  
Office Fax: + 1 212-963-1312  
Email: bunker@un.org    

    (GVA)                    Ms. Elizabeth Byrs Office Tel    +  41 22  917 26 53 
Office Fax    + 41 22  917 00 20 
E-mail:  byrs@un.org


