
 

I. General Overview 
The Kenya Meteorological Department (KMD)’s  prognosis of the Long Rains, and particularly the 
March-April- May (MAM) rains, points to highly depressed rainfall for Mandera, Wajir and Garissa, 
heightening concerns for drought impacts in those regions already hard-hit by dry weather conditions. 
The KMD also predicts enhanced rains which may cause flooding in Western Kenya (Busia, 
Bungoma, Vihiga and Kakamega), parts of Nyanza (Kisumu, Siaya, Migori, Nyamira and Kisii and 
southern parts of the coastal strip (Mombasa and Kwale).  

 
 

Source: Kenya Meteorological Department (KMD), March 2011 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
 
 Kenya Meteorological Department forecasts highly depressed Long Rains for North-Eastern 

Province 

 Drought conditions set to worsen for Mandera, Wajir and Garissa 

 Ministry of Public Health and Sanitation and Ministry of Health scale up Nutrition interventions 

 OCHA spearheads Ending Drought Emergencies Campaign 

 Somalia conflict displaces more than 14 000 asylum seekers to Mandera-Kenya  

 Fires in urban areas displace more than 25 000 people: Humanitarian response limited 
 
 

The information contained in this report has been compiled by OCHA from information received from the field, 
from national and international humanitarian partners and from other official sources. This report does not 
represent a position from the United Nations. This report is posted on: http://ochaonline.un.org/kenya 
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II. Humanitarian Situation 
 

Drought  
Drought conditions are set to deteriorate in the North-Province where the MAM rains are expected to be 
highly depressed with distribution also anticipated to be erratic. The onset and cessation dates for the 
rains in North- Eastern are also predicted to be unconventionally late and early respectively, making it 
impossible for the region to recover from effects of the poor Oct-Dec 2010 short rains and current effects 
of La Nina. The Northern Pastoral and South-Eastern Marginal Agricultural areas are expected to receive 
slightly depressed rains making them equally vulnerable to further deterioration of current drought 
conditions. Marsabit district, currently severely affected by drought is not expected to make significant 
recovery in the MAM rains. “Escalation of on‐going resource‐based conflicts in Turkana, Samburu, Tana 

River, Isiolo, Wajir and Marsabit districts has resulted in loss of life, livestock assets, and has constrained 
market access. Livestock mortalities that are up to 15 percent above average in Moyale, Marsabit, Wajir, 
Turkana, Isiolo, Ijara and Mandera are likely to increase, particularly if the projected 25 percent increase 
in fuel prices occurs, ’’ says Fews Net.   
 
Taking cognizance of the cyclical nature of drought in Kenya and noting some interventions that have 
supported certain communities build resilience to drought in the last few years, OCHA Kenya in February 
2011 launched a campaign called Ending Drought Emergencies in Kenya. The campaign builds on the 
fact that drought in Kenya has become a `predictable emergency’ and emergency response is no longer 
sustainable.  Ending Drought Emergencies in Kenya is aimed at ensuring  that awareness is raised that 
drought response need not end with the coming of the rains, but should continue through the year with 
programmes that continuously empower communities. Specifically the objectives of this one – two year 
campaign include: 

 Consolidation of best practices in drought response, preparedness and mitigation. 

 Raise awareness about the importance of continued actions to build community resilience in drought 
prone areas even when the rains come. 

 Ensure that preparedness for drought remains a priority in Kenya 

 Empower communities in drought preparedness 

 Integrate DRR into drought response. 

 Raise awareness in the media about interventions in drought mitigation that are working in Kenya  
 
The campaign is supported by the Ministry of State for Special Programmes (Disaster Risk Reduction 
Department), Ministry for the Development of Northern Kenya, Ministry of Water and Irrigation, National 
Disaster Operations Centre, International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR), World Food 
Programme, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), ACTED, CARE, Concern Worldwide, 
Catholic Relief Services, ACT Alliance. OCHA is continuing to consult with several Government Ministries 
and development agencies.  
 
Urban Disasters 
 
Urgent emergency relief, including food, water and access to medical assistance is required for 
thousands of people who have been made homeless as a result of the fire at Deep Sea and other fires in 
Nairobi's slums and informal settlements1. On 1st march 2011, a ferocious fire razed to the ground, 
hundreds of houses in three estates in one of Nairobi’s Slums (Mukuru Fuata Nyayo, Kayaba and 
Marigoini estates), leaving one child dead, several people missing and more than 1800 households 
[8,969 people] homeless and stripped of their property and livelihoods. On 3rd March and 10th March 
separate fire outbreaks were reported in Lunga Lunga and Deep Sea estates in Nairobi leaving more than 
10,000 people homeless and with limited assistance from the Government and humanitarian agencies.  

 

Response to urban disasters remains isolated with food aid dominating any form of assistance that 
victims receive. The Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS)- the leading responder - has been over-stretched 
in responding to this disaster and have had to tap into its emergency stocks usually reserved for other 
disasters have been tapped in to as there is no funding to the fire crisis. Urgent support is needed to save 
lives and livelihoods of populations in dire humanitarian need. OCHA, in collaboration with the KRCS, has 

                                                
1
 Amnesty International 
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developed an Urban Response Plan calling for urgent support.  On 18 March, Amnesty International 
made a call for urgent support to the fire victims.  

Left: Hundreds of houses razed to the ground in Mukuru Nyayo, Nairobi: Residents walk through to salvage what 
they can. Right: Affected families displaced to nearby open school grounds. Photo/OCHA Kenya 

Humanitarian Financing 
The 2011+EHRP is funded at 40 per cent with US$ 209, 625,753 million received from the requested 
US$525 million. Some critical sectors in drought response [Coordination, Agriculture and Livestock, 
Health, and WASH] are poorly funded at zero to 27 per cent only. OCHA, in collaboration with Sector 
leads and the Emergency Respond Fund Technical Review Board, has concluded the short listing of 
proposals for drought response. OCHA is currently drafting Memorandums of Understanding with the 
agencies that will be receiving funds for project implementation. OCHA is optimistic that the funds will be 
committed before the end of March 2011. 
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Water and Sanitation 
The Water, Environment and Sanitation Coordination Group met on 14 February 2011 and reviewed 
response to drought especially for Northern and North-Eastern districts. The ICRC/KRCS are working in 
Moyale, Marsabit and Samburu in a WASH project that entails rehabilitation of boreholes and water 
trucking. Action Aid is drilling boreholes in Badana Isiolo and working with the Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation. The Ministry of Water and Irrigation is also working on a Community Training Manual in 
Management of Water Supplies. 
 

Agriculture and livestock 
Fews Net states that migrations and livestock diseases have led to deterioration in livestock body 
conditions – a situation that has resulted in a 5‐10 percent drop in livestock prices in Garissa, Ijara, Isiolo, 

Mandera, Marsabit, West Pokot, Baringo, Kajiado and Wajir, between February and March. Cereal prices 
that are 20‐40 percent above average in most markets continue to rise. This is attributed to increasing 

demands for cereals and high transport costs driven by rising fuel prices. Consequently, terms of trade 
have deteriorated by 25‐45 percent compared to respective 5‐year averages. In Mandera,Wajir and 

Garissa, households have to sell 3‐4 goats to purchase a 90‐kilogram bag of maize, compared to an 

average of one to two goats2. 
 

Food Security                       
Domestic maize supply is expected to be sufficient through the June 2010‐July 2011 marketing year, 

principally because of a combination of significant carryover stock and a favorable 2010 long rains 
harvest in the key producing areas in the Rift Valley, western and Nyanza highlands, according to Fews 
Net.  However food security for mainly 2.4 million pastoralists and agro-pastoralists dependant on food 
aid remains grim as forecasts for depressed rainfall in the Long Rains diminishes hopes for recovery. The 
scarcity in water and pasture will continue to erode livestock and rain-fed agriculture economies in 
pastoral and agro pastoral areas. The WFP will support 1.6 million of those requiring emergency 
assistance, with the GoK agreeing to assist the remaining 800,000.  Under this scenario, Protracted 
Relief and Recovery Operations (PRRO) is currently facing severe shortfalls to meet the requirements of 
the 1.6 million. Total resource shortfalls for PRRO over the next six months are estimated at 109, 770mt 
or US$96,338,637.  There will be a cereal pipeline break as early as April 2011.  
 

Nutrition 
The  Arid Lands Resource Management 
Programme (ALRMP) surveillance data 
suggests that the proportion of children 
under five ‘at risk’ of malnutrition as 
measured using the Middle Upper Arm 
Circumference (MUAC<135mm), is 20‐30 

percent above the February average in 
Garissa, Ijara, Mandera, Marsabit, 
Moyale, Wajir, Samburu, Turkana and 
Baringo districts. The trend of the 
percentage ‘at risk’ of malnutrition is 
rising, indicating a deterioration of 
pastoral food security, says Fews Net.  
The Nutrition Sector is scaling up its 
activities in districts under alert and under 
watch, increasing from 9 to 14 priority 
districts for emergency nutrition 
interventions. The districts are Marsabit, 
Moyale, Isiolo, Mandera, Wajir, Garissa, 
.Turkana, Baringo, and Kwale. Additional 
districts include Mwingi, Kitui, Kajiado 
Laikipia and Mbeere. 
 

                                                
2
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Refugees and Host Communities 
Dadaab refugee camps continue to receive a significant number of new arrivals and this is putting 
pressure on existing facilities for refugees and host communities. The deadlock on the 
decongestion/relocation exercise in Ifo camp remains a big concern for humanitarian actors whose 
operations in the extended camp have halted since January 2011.  The onset of the rains and the 
continued deadlock in the de-congestion exercise leaves more than  
18 000 new arrivals on the fringes of the camps in deplorable  
conditions, with high risk for gender based violence and waterborne diseases. The Government of Kenya 
and UNHCR are closely working together to resolve the impasse on the extended site. Dadaab is the 
largest refugee camp in the world hosting 322,433 refugees. Kakuma and Nairobi host 82,409 and 46,622 
refugees respectively.  
 
The conflict in Somalia’s Beled Hawa town resulted in 14, 072 Somalis fleeing and seeking asylum in 
Kenya’s Mandera’s town following weeks of violence. The asylum seekers have been camping at Garba 
Qoley holding site which has recently been amid protection concerns from aid agencies. 
 
OCHA Somalia reports that, in Somalia’s Beled Hawa town, Five NGOs (NAPAD, ASEP, IDF, CODNET, 
and COSDA) volunteered to count the 
damage of the war. According to their 
assessment, of the 55,989 total population 
of the district, only 6000 remained in the 
town, while 49,989 (89.2%) fled to different 
areas: 35,350 to Mandera and 14,639 to 
rural villages of the district.  Following the 
takeover of the town by pro-TFG forces, 
an estimated number of 24,703 people 
have returned to Belet Xaawo, while more 
are expected to come back as the security 
situation in the area improves and as the 
result of the closure of the site in Garba 
Qoley (Mandera). A total number of 283 
houses including huts and commercial 
sheds were damaged by the fighting. The 
hospital in town run by Trocaire (INGO) is 
closed, as all workers including doctors 
have fled from the town. Belet Xaawo was 
a centre of trade, mainly of cross border 
commodities to Kenya and Ethiopia. 
Traders have had to relocate their 
business to other routes as the fighting is 
still going on the road to Belet Xaawo.  
Access to food is the major need of the 
affected populations followed by provision 
of water for one month, cash injection to 
boost the livelihoods and NFIs. So far, no meaningful assistance has been provided to the people in Belet 
Xaawo. Only 2000 NFI kits sent by UNHCR reached Mandera but not yet crossed to Belet Xaawo as of 
today.  
 
In Somalia’s Dobley town near Wajir, WASDA reports that people have evacuated the town following 
intensified fighting. Populations are reported to have moved within Somalia as follows:- 

 200 households estimated to have moved to Tabda-60 Km to the east inside. This people have 

access to water from the nearby borehole: WASDA is supporting operational costs  

  900 families are reported to be displaced in Deg-elema-12 km to the south along the Kenya-

Somalia border. This group has no access to water and is need of shelter and other non food 

items.  
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  500 families displaced at Damajaley/Lagween which is 4 km to the north of Dobley and 2 Km from 

Kenya border. This group gets water through donkey carts from the borehole Wasda/oxfam drilled 

last year which is 5 km away 

Additionally, some 5,500 Kenyans were internally & temporarily displaced in Central Division of Mandera 
East District following fierce fighting between Al Shabaab and Pro-Transitional Government Forces from 
20 February 2011. At the 
stakeholder’s coordination forum 
held on 11 March, an inter-agency 
team was tasked with conducting a 
needs assessment on the Internally 
Displaced Persons (IDPs) and 
Returnees within Kenya.  
 
The cross border conflict has left 
four people dead, 25 injured and 
139 households affected in Kenya, 
according to a needs assessment 
conducted by the KRCS. On 15 
March, another explosion ripped 
through Mandera and left 15 people 
injured. Security concerns are high 
after Al Shabaab issued warning 
against Kenya for its perceived 
support to the TGF and Ethiopian 
forces in the recent fighting.  
 
Protection/Internally Displaced Persons 
Aid agencies have expressed protection concerns over the closure of a temporary holding site at Garba 
Qoley in Mandera where 14, 072 
Somalis were hosted following conflict 
in neighbouring Beled Hawa. The GoK 
decision to ‘encourage’ the Somalis to 
return to their homes follows the 
cessation of hostilities between Al 
Shabab militants and the Transitional 
Federal Government forces. The 
temporary site camp was closed on 19 
March, 2011 as Aid agencies grappled 
with information on return conditions in 
Beled Hawa Somalia and tried to 
finalise food distribution for the 
Somalis registered at the camp site. 
UNHCR has been engaged in talks 
with the GoK over the issue. on 21st 
March, circulation across the border 
between Mandera and Belet Hawa 
was fluid but the risk of retaliation from 
AS is still present.  
 
Meanwhile protests by post-election violence (PEV) IDPs over delayed resettlement continue. Some 6238 
families in 20 Self Help Groups from the PEV are yet to be resettled. Mau evictions have also left some 
30 000 people displaced. 

For more information, please contact OCHA Kenya: 

Patrick Lavandhomme, Deputy Head of Office and Officer In-Charge +254 (20)762 5148 lavandhomme@un.org 

Choice Okoro, Communications, Advocacy and Outreach, +254 20762 5317, okoroc@un.org 

Thandie Mwape, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, +25420 762 5316, mwapet@un.org 

Alfred Nabeta, Desk Officer, Africa I Section, OCHA-New York, +1 917 367 2649 nabeta@un.org 

A house belonging to a Mandera resident damaged in the cross fire 

Photo/UNHCR 

Somalis returnees enroute their homes in Beled Hawa from Mandera 

Photo/OCHA Somalia 
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