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(A) Highlights

(a) WFP provided blanket food distributions in Indonesia's Nias and Simeulue islands,
affected by an earthquake on 28 March, are underway.

(b) WFP is reinforcing its activities to address the alarming nutritional situation of
vulnerable populations in southern Niger.

(c) In Burundi, approximately 700 Rwandan asylum seekers have arrived to Kirundo and
Ngozi provinces, reportedly fleeing from the ‘Gacaca’ local courts that are reviewing
responsibilities for the 1994 genocide. WFP and other UN agencies are monitoring the
situation and have already conducted initial assessments

(B) Middle East,Central Asia and Eastern Europe: (1) Albania

(1) Albania

(a) The National Human Development Report 2005 for Albania, launched by UNDP
Albania, indicates that 25-30 per cent of the population of Albania is still living under the
poverty line of 4891 Lek (USD 52.2) per capita per month. In addition, 30 percent are
very close to the poverty line and can be considered as potentially very vulnerable to an
economic downturn.

(b) The activities under PRRO 10165.1, Assistance to Vulnerable Groups in the
Construction of Community Assets, continued as per plan in the following areas: a)
Social Sector Assistance to Women, b) Communal Forestry and Pasture Management,
c) Community Asset Building through Food-For-Work. Under the social sector
assistance, some 3,930 women attended training and counselling sessions in March.
During the same month, a total of 1,790 participants were involved in forestry activities.
The Food-For-Work schemes provided short-term employment opportunities to 896
workers. During February 2005, a total of over 640 tons of commodities had been
distributed, which included wheat flour, vegetable oil and salt.
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(C) East & Central Africa: (1) Burundi (2) Congo (3) Congo, DR (4) Eritrea (5) Ethiopia (6)
Rwanda (7) Somalia (8) Sudan (9) Tanzania (10) Uganda

(1) Burundi

(a) Approximately 700 Rwandan asylum seekers have arrived to Kirundo and Ngozi
provinces, reportedly fleeing the ‘Gacaca’ local courts that are reviewing responsibilities
for the 1994 genocide. OCHA, UNHCR and WFP are conducting assessments and
monitoring the situation closely.

(b) The UN has resumed normal operations in the Gihanga and Gasorwe refugee camps,
following temporary suspension after the security incident in Gihanga camp that
involved the refugees, ONUB and the Norwegian Refugee Council. The national
electoral commission has agreed to allow exceptional registration of those unable to
register during the formal registration process (i.e. returnees who returned after the
registration period and sick persons hospitalised during the registration) and those who
have been relocated or wish to do so. The activity is taking place between 8 and 17
April.

(2) Congo

(a) During March, a total of 390 tons of food was distributed to some 47,560 beneficiaries
under various programmes. A food shortage in Nkayi continued, whereas the
Brazzaville warehouse was partially supplied at the beginning of March. About 205 tons
of food were distributed to 15,160 beneficiaries within the framework of the HIV/AIDS
programme, in Brazzaville and Pointe-Noire.

(b) Assistance to vulnerable groups during the reporting period involved 95.34 Mt of food
delivered to 25, 695 beneficiaries in hospitals, old people’s homes, orphanages and
other vulnerable categories in Brazzaville, Pointe-Noire, Pool region and in Likouala
region, North Congo.

(c) Food assistance to Likouala region was delivered by UNHCR to refugees from DRC, as
a return package. Under the Food-For-Training programme, WFP supported the
'teaching how to read and write'- programme carried out by UNHCR, for the benefit of
refugees. A total of 78 tons of food was delivered to 1,770 refugees in Likouala region;
and to 2,320 new participants involved with pastry, embroidery, sewing, and soap
making works in Brazzaville.

(d) Food-For-Work for agriculture activities that are mostly carried out in Bouenza, Niari
and Lekoumou regions were once again hampered by the food shortage in the Nkayi
sub-office that usually supplies these three localities. Only 8 tons of food were
distributed to 1,320 vegetable farmers to support food production.

(e) WFP carried out a mission in the Pool and Plateaux regions from 27 March through 2
April. The mission aimed at meeting the local communities and informing them about
the objectives of school gardens, and selecting appropriate cultivation areas for the
implementation of school gardens. The project is initiated in collaboration with FAO on a
pilot basis. Six schools implementing school feeding activities were initially identified,
including four in the Pool region - that is the most affected - and two in the Plateaux
region.

(3) Congo, DR

(a) The Rwandan rebels known as FDLR (Forces Démocratique pour la Libération du
Rwanda) troops believed to be made up of ex-Interahamwe, are reported to be
interested in soon returning home after 11 years of exile in eastern DRC and
committing to stop hostilities against the Rwandan government. Last March, the UN
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pointed out that 226,000 Congolese people were living daily under threat of FDLR in the
province of South Kivu.

(b) The disarmament process is still ongoing in the Ituri district where nearly 1,000
renegade soldiers had handed over their weapons during this week. The total number
of troops demobilized since the beginning of this programme now approaches 10,000.

(c) A large IDP resettlement operation was inaugurated on Tuesday 12 April at the
Kinshasa international airport with 272 IDPs transported to Kindu (Maniema province)
and 2500 to be transported by barges to Kisangani under a joint government/UN
agencies/NGOs operation. Most IDPS had been separated from their families since
2000. WFP is to provide the IDPs with food assistance for re-installation on arrival.
Additional food rations will be provided for the IDPs to be resettled along the Congo
River during their trip by boat.

(d) Pipeline breaks in maize, sugar and salt resulted in reduced food allocations to 890
newly displaced families (i.e. over 4,450 persons) in Walikale, North Kivu province.
Reports from WFP cooperating partner AVSI (Association Volontaire Service
International) indicated that these families were displaced from Pinga and Mpety last
month, fleeing clashes between various armed factions. The nutritional status of most of
the children in these families was poor. During the past week, WFP had released over
155 tons of which 95 tons were distributed to malnourished children in Goma and
Rutshuru territories.

(e) In the Ituri district, an inter-agencies mission carried out in IGA Barrière (15 km from
Bunia) highlighted an urgent need for a multi sector assistance for 1650 households
gathered in a IDPs camp and for an additional 500 others sheltered in host families.
WFP is to provide these families with food through the German Agro Action NGO.

(f) Insecurity in Bunia vicinity will compel WFP food aid monitors to restrict the monitoring
and collection of monthly data within the area.

(4) Eritrea

(a) The IMF expects Eritrea’s economic growth for 2005 to be 0.7 percent, while UN
estimates for 2001 to 2005 put demographic growth at 2.6 percent. The UN warned that
the humanitarian situation in Eritrea was deteriorating, mainly due to recurrent drought
and the protracted stalemate in the peace process with Ethiopia. Drought has caused
"failed harvests, loss of livestock and food insecurity throughout all parts of the country -
both rural and urban," according to OCHA. The report said that rains had failed for the
fifth consecutive year and recent surveys showed that pastures in Eritrea’s three most
fertile regions - Anseba, Gash Barka, and Debub - were at their driest since 1998.

(b) The Eritrean army helped with crop harvesting and threshing, but shortages of labour
elsewhere led to a sharp rise in rural wages, resulting in the neglect of some critical
field operations. Furthermore, Eritrea’s most fertile agricultural land is within the
demilitarized temporary security zone and landmines still restrict normal movement for
more than 655,000 people. According to the OCHA report, research revealed that in
four out of six administrative regions (zobas), acute malnutrition affected up to 15
percent of children under five. Moreover, between 30 percent and 60 percent of women
are malnourished. The rate of malnutrition in adult females was said to have increased
as a result of household food insecurity - not because of lack of water, poor sanitation
or disease, as is often the case.

(c) WFP field offices continue to report drought conditions and the further reduction in
water supplies for both animal and human consumption. Pastoralists have migrated
with their herds to Northern and Southern Red Sea regions in search of pasture, and
agriculturists mainly depend on food aid for their survival. WFP has been facing pipeline
problems forcing the Programme to reduce ration sizes. Post-distribution monitoring in
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Debub-region indicated that beneficiaries are now facing food shortages due to the
reduced rations. The problem of reduced rations is compounded by post-distribution
sharing of food rations, organized by local authorities.

(d) Commitments to EMOP 10261.1 remain unchanged and stand at USD 31.7 million or
approximately 91,830 tons of food commodities. This amount covers 84 percent of this
operation’s total food commodity requirements. Commitments to the PRRO 10192
remain at USD 42.1 million, representing 83 percent of operation requirements.

(5) Ethiopia

(a) A recent generous pledge to WFP has increased coverage of total emergency food aid
needs for 2005 to 68 percent. Currently some 296,645 tons of the revised total food
needs of the 2005 Humanitarian Appeal of 437,530 tons are available through
confirmed pledges and a written commitment of a pledge to the government. Original
needs up to June are now covered. However, needs are expected to increase in
coming months, and additional pledges, which are currently under negotiation, will be
urgently needed to cover these needs. Updated needs for 2005 are expected to be
released by early May. Pledges of blended food are especially important to cover
requirements for supplementary feeding, which includes targeted distributions to
malnourished children and women based on nutritional screening, and blanket
distributions to particularly vulnerable groups.

(b) Implementation of the Productive Safety Net Programme (PSNP) is in process in many
of the PSNP districts of the country. In the 66 districts in which the PSNP is
implemented by WFP (out of a total of 184 districts in the programme, excluding Afar
and Somali Regions where the PSNP is delayed), about 17,250 tons of food (mostly
cereals) for March have been dispatched, and transfers are currently being made to
participants in the public works activities under the programme. The tonnage
dispatched for WFP districts is enough to cover transfers to approximately 1,143,000
people.

(c) Blanket supplementary food rations are being distributed to the most vulnerable groups
among PSNP beneficiaries in areas deemed to be of special humanitarian concern, due
to a deteriorating food security situation and the resulting malnutrition among young
children. These conditions are associated with the delayed start of the PSNP and
critical water shortages.

(d) Emergency food allocations for March totalled some 27,295 tons (including over 2,185
tons of blended food), 48 percent of the planned amount of some 57,170 tons for the
planned 3 million beneficiaries. April needs are 60,100 tons for an adjusted total of 3.2
million beneficiaries.

(e) Teams sent by the Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Commission (DPPC) early
warning department are currently in the field to give feedback to DPPC and the
humanitarian community about conditions in the areas of greatest humanitarian
concern. Preparations are also being made for the mid-Belg (short season harvest)
assessment, which is to begin later in the month. The areas being checked include the
lowlands of East Hararghe zone in Oromiya Region, where there is serious malnutrition
among children under five years of age in Fedis district; beneficiaries under the
emergency operation are being increased in this district. Other nearby districts also
report alarming nutritional status and nutritional surveys are either in process or
planned. As in many of the other lowland areas of concern, poor quality of drinking
water, due to serious water shortages, has combined with the problems caused by
delays in the provision of food aid to create a serious situation.

(f) A rapidly deteriorating food situation is also reported in parts of Bale zone, such as
Meda Welabu district, where a recent nutritional survey has shown a critical level of
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global acute malnutrition. However rains in March have improved conditions in pastoral
areas of lowland Bale zone, Guji and Borena zones. Other areas being reviewed by the
DPPC teams are parts of Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples Region and
Tigray Region.

(6) Rwanda

(a) A joint WFP/ UNHCR/ Government mission visited all refugee camps to inform of the 30
percent food ration cuts in April. The ration cut implicates a drastic kilocalorie drop,
which if implemented over two months may result in an increase in vulnerability to
illnesses and malnutrition.

(b) A similar mission visited Nkamira Transit camp in Gisenyi where the numbers of
refugees coming from Congo increase daily – there were 131 new arrivals during the
week. This is due to sporadic attacks on Interahamwe militias in the area of Gicanga in
North Kivu according to interviewed refugees. Severe malnutrition cases were reported
in the camp and an assessment was needed to clarify the situation. The mission found
out that the cases of malnourished children go back by two months and that the
therapeutic feeding provided by UNICEF and MSF had already enabled 34 children to
be discharged. However, it was decided that WFP will continue providing
supplementary feeding to all 336 children who have gone through the therapeutic
feeding, in addition to all pregnant women in the camp during the last quarter as well as
nursing mothers up to six months. The current number of Congolese asylum seekers in
Nkamira stands at 2,890.

(c) A total of 81 returnees from Congo were received in Nkamira Transit Centre. A
three-month ration (4.082 MT) was provided to them before they were transported to
their places of origin. Some 185 new Burundian refugees arrived in Butare Gikonko
Transit Camp. In addition, 364 Burundian new arrivals were reported and transferred
from Nyamure camp to Kigeme camp in Gikongoro. The weekly refugee increase is
876. The total number of Congolese and Burundian refugees currently in Rwanda is
44,950 and 6,996 respectively, or a total of 51,946.

(d) A monthly food ration (46.715 tons) was provided to 2578 Congolese asylum seekers;
and a 15 days ration was provided to 185 Burundese refugees 185 in Gikonko camp.

(7) Somalia

(a) Although Deyr rains (Oct-Dec 2004) were exceptionally good and ended a period of
drought of four years, the possibility of a renewed drought is still imminent, as the 15th
Climate Outlook Forum for the Greater Horn of Africa has predicted an increased
likelihood of near to below normal rainfall for the whole of Somalia for the ‘Gu’ rains
(April –June 2005). The ‘Gu’ rains normally account for 70 to 75 percent of annual food
and fodder production, and are therefore of importance to food security

(b) Relief distributions of some 865 tons were carried out, reaching 85,500 beneficiaries.
The relief aid targeted: communities in Bari, Mudug, Nugal and Sanag regions in the
autonomous region of Puntland in the Northeast Somalia that were drought affected;
those affected by the flash-floods and mudslides at the end of October and early
November 2004; and also IDPs, especially those affected by heavy rains and in some
cases fire.

(c) In the south, some 99,500 beneficiaries in lower Juba valley received 825 tons of relief
food in a distribution implemented by the national NGO AFREC, and monitored by WFP
staff. MSF-H which has WFP–assisted supplementary feeding programmes in the area,
supported the operation by helping with the identification of beneficiaries and with the
liaison with the local authorities and elders.
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(d) WFP Somalia has completed the third round of relief distributions to assist the
tsunami-affected communities along the northeast coastline of Somalia, with 445 tons,
reaching the total targeted 30,000 beneficiaries.

(8) Sudan

(a) Due to unforeseen circumstances, no report on WFP operations could be made
available this week.

(9) Tanzania

(a) WFP fed 402,550 refugees under its PRRO operation and distributed over 1,125 tons of
food through general distribution, supplementary feeding and therapeutic feeding in
refugee camps in western Tanzania. A total of 10,050 Tanzanians in the host
communities surrounding the camps were also supported, with WFP host community
activities.

(b) The PRRO has a shortfall of about 35,350 tons up to January 2006. The figure is based
on 1,857 Kcal rations, not on the recently proposed 2,100 Kcal ration level, which has
not yet been approved by WFP’s Executive Board.

(c) Cash contributions are urgently needed for the local purchase of pulses to take
advantage of anticipated low prices and high quality during the harvest season in
May/June. By contributing now, donors can maximise the quantity of pulses that can be
purchased with their funds. WFP also urgently needs cash or in-kind contributions for
vegetable oil. Cash contributions for local purchase of maize grain must be received by
May to purchase during the June/July harvest season.

(10) Uganda

(a) The chief negotiator between the Government and the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA),
Ms. Betty Bigombe, has indicated that the peace process, which had stalled following
continuous hostilities that culminated in the capture and/or surrender of some senior
Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) commanders in late January, is likely to gain momentum
following re-initiated contact with the LRA leadership. It is anticipated that the
negotiations between the LRA and the Government negotiating team are likely to
resume following her contact with the top LRA leadership.

(b) The Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) continues to commit atrocities against civilians in
the Acholi sub-region and West Nile. In one incident in Adjumani district, the LRA
attacked Maaji refugee settlement and the neighbouring communities on the night of 7
April; an estimated 30 people were abducted; on 9 April, the rebels attacked the
outskirts of Gulu town and abducted about 10 persons. Humanitarian agencies working
in northern Uganda have voiced concerns over the frequency and increasing brutality of
the horrific attacks by the rebels against civilians.

(c) WFP has commenced the second phase of relief food distribution to drought-affected
agro-pastoralists in Moroto and Kotido in the Karamoja region. During the first
distribution in Kotido, 35,045 persons from 3,535 families received over 315 tons of
relief food. The drought relief assistance will continue until the September harvest, and
is programmed to assist 574,000 persons during the peak of the hungry season.

(d) WFP food distribution continues to reach 1.4 million displaced persons, 192,000
refugees and other vulnerable persons. During the period from 2 to 8 April, WFP
distributed 4,755 tons of relief food assistance to 427,990 persons including IDPs
sheltering in camps in Gulu, Kitgum, Pader and Lira districts, refugees, children in
nutrition centres and other vulnerable persons.

(e) WFP faces a shortfall of 107,145 tons of food commodities with a funding gap of USD
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54 million, required to maintain the food pipeline necessary to continue providing relief
assistance to IDPs and refugees through December. Unless new contributions are
confirmed urgently, WFP will run out of commodities in June, and the nutritional status
of 1.4 million internally displaced persons in northern Uganda, mostly women and
children, will be jeopardized.

(D) West Africa: (1) Regional (2) Burkina Faso (3) Cote d'Ivoire (4) Ghana (5) Liberia (6)
Mali (7) Niger

(1) Regional

(a) The food pipelines for the regional West Africa Coastal Protracted Relief and Recovery
Operation (PRRO) 10064.3 and Cote d’Ivoire Regional PRRO 10372.0 continue to face
shortfalls; further donor support is urgently needed in order to enable full
implementation of these programmes.

(b) In Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone, WFP continues to take steps to ensure that the
activities supporting refugees continue despite the pipeline shortfalls. Reductions in
general rations for refugees, IDPs and returnees are continuing in Liberia and for
refugees in Guinea. Starting next month, WFP will also be forced to distribute reduced
rations to refugees in Sierra Leone; sensitization campaigns are now underway in the
refugee camps in an effort to ensure that this reduction will happen smoothly.

(c) WFP continues to manage Special Operation (SO) 10061.3, providing a passenger
aircraft service which facilitates the movement of humanitarian personnel and urgently
needed non-food items between Cote d’Ivoire, Guinea, Sierra Leone and Liberia. This
SO directly supports WFP activities in the region through the Cote d’Ivoire and the West
Africa Coastal PRRO regional operations. On average, several hundred humanitarian
workers from dozens of organizations use this service every month.

(2) Burkina Faso

(a) WFP is continuing support to returnees through PRRO 10372, particularly with
expanded Food-For-Work activities.

(3) Cote d'Ivoire

(a) From 7 to 13 April, about 245 tons of various food commodities were distributed to
nearly 26,000 people. These distributions include WFP’s ongoing support in response
to the ethnic conflict and displacements in the village of Boli, where WFP has fed 670
persons including IDPs in Raviart and Bouake, as well as women and children
remaining in Boli whose houses were destroyed

(b) WFP, OCHA and UNICEF conducted a joint mission on 5 April to Bouna, in the
northeast of the country. Key issues noted by the mission were a lack of running water
and electricity, health, education and protection. There is a shortage of trained health
care workers and teachers in this Forces Nouvelles zone. WFP has several ongoing
projects in this area, including School Feeding, Food-For-Work and supplementary
feeding.

(c) WFP is preparing for the 2005 agriculture project, through which seeds, tools and seed
protection rations will be distributed in partnership with FAO and other technical
partners.

(4) Ghana

(a) Through PRRO 10372, WFP is distributing food to more than 7,300 Liberian refugees
living at the Buduburam Refugee Settlement in Ghana.
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(5) Liberia

(a) From 4 to 10 April, 830 tons of food were distributed to more than 115,000 beneficiaries
throughout Liberia. This included the distribution of food to nearly 13,000 IDPs and
refugees who are participating in the UN resettlement programme. WFP is supporting
the UN resettlement activities by providing a four-month ration to people returning to
their areas of origin throughout the country. Since the repatriation and resettlement
started in October and November respectively, some 12,160 returnees and 102,125
IDPs have been resettled. During the previous week, WFP delivered the final
resettlement food package to the last group of IDPs in Fendel IDP Camp, (Montserrado
County), bringing to an end the resettlement activities in that camp.

(b) WFP’s support to schools continues and last week, more than 92,000 children were fed
through the Emergency School Feeding (ESF) programme. WFP also initiated a head
count of students at schools in selected districts of Bong County. The purpose of the
exercise, which will be extended to other key counties, is to update beneficiary figures,
since there have been significant movements of IDPs and Returnees in recent months.

(c) Preliminary results of the Grand Gedeh Nutrition & Food Security Survey are now
available, and they indicate that high levels of chronic malnutrition prevail in the county
and that at least four out of 10 children surveyed were stunted. Global acute
malnutrition level is relatively low at 4.5 percent. The survey attributes the high chronic
malnutrition observed in the county to various factors, including recurrent food
insecurity and inadequate child feeding practices resulting in frequent episodes of
common child illnesses. WFP is currently feeding 22,000 beneficiaries in this County
through several different activities including Emergency School Feeding, resettlement of
IDPs and Refugees, curative feeding and institutional feeding.

(6) Mali

(a) WFP continues to contribute to the integration of returnees from Cote d’Ivoire into their
communities of origin, by helping to minimize the burden on receiving families, most
notably through ongoing Food-For-Work activities.

(7) Niger

(a) Preliminary results of a WFP/Hellen Keller International nutritional survey indicate
unusually high rates of moderate and severe malnutrition in southern Niger. Reported
rates during the month of January are extremely alarming. Rates are comparable to
those normally recorded at the height of the lean season, so there is little doubt that
rates will be even higher over the next few months. Since the beginning of the year, the
Médecins Sans Frontières' (MSF) Therapeutic Feeding Centre in Maradi has reported
some 2,700 admissions compared with 1,300 over the same period last year.

(b) A Comprehensive Food Security Vulnerability Analysis survey is currently being
undertaken by WFP/Niger. This survey will provide information on the agro-ecological
zones which are most vulnerable to food insecurity in Niger as well as the profile of
vulnerable households. Enumerators are in the field collecting data until mid-May. It is
expected that the preliminary results of this survey will be available in June.

(c) To address the increasing food insecurity and deteriorating nutritional situations of
vulnerable populations in Niger resulting from the locust infestation and drought during
the last agricultural season, WFP Niger is reinforcing its regular Country Programme
with an Emergency Operation (15 February to 15 August 2005) which is designed to
distribute an additional 6,560 tons of food commodities through rural development
activities including Food-For-Work and cereal banks.

(d) In response to this emergency situation, WFP has also reinforced its activities in the
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field of malnutrition, by supporting MSF as they open more Therapeutic Feeding
Centres throughout the country. Since 2001, WFP has provided food commodities to
prepare meals for mothers staying in the centres while their malnourished children
receive treatment. These meals have assisted in lowering the absentee and drop-out
rates and thus in increasing the recovery rate of children attending the centres.

(E) Southern Africa: (1) Regional (2) Angola (3) Lesotho (4) Malawi (5) Swaziland (6)
Zambia (7) Zimbabwe

(1) Regional

(a) Vulnerability Assessment Committee (VAC) and Crop and Food Supply Assessment
Missions (CFSAM) have now been planned in the majority of the southern African
countries. Discussions are continuing in the remaining countries and tentative dates are
being planned. These missions are scheduled to begin in April/May with results
expected from May until July.

(b) According to FAO, the initial official harvest forecast for maize in South Africa, the
sub-region’s largest producer is estimated at 10.52 million tons. This represents an
improvement of approximately 11 percent over the previous five-year average.
Depending upon timely donor contributions and available funds, this will present WFP
with an advantageous procurement opportunity.

(c) As noted in previous Emergency Reports, food needs in the six south African PRRO
countries continue to be precarious, and are reliant on new and well-timed donor
contributions.

(2) Angola

(a) As of 12 April, 231 cases of the Marburg virus have been recorded of which 210 have
resulted in death. WFP continues to support the efforts of the Government, WHO and
others through the provision of air services and logistical support. Additional funds,
which will allow air operations to continue on a more frequent basis into Uige Province,
have been requested through the UN Marburg Flash Appeal. Currently road
transporters previously engaged by WFP to carry food to Uige and Zaire Provinces
have refused to operate in these areas, and WFP is now resuming airlifts until the
situation is resolved.

(b) The Angola Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation, PRRO 10054.2, Assistance to
War Affected People, continues to be seriously under-funded. The project requires
approximately USD 30 million, or 45,000 tons of food to support the project through 31
December 2005. Without immediate new contributions, WFP will have to introduce even
more severe distribution cuts in the upcoming months.

(3) Lesotho

(a) Traditionally, April is the last month of the rainy season in Lesotho. However, maize and
sorghum crops are still maturing. While mixed harvest conditions are reported, sporadic
and generally inadequate rainfall is a cause of great concern as the country tries to
recover from the multi-year drought.

(b) From 6 to 12 April, a total of 790 tons of food were distributed to 57,000 beneficiaries in
various programmes supporting HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, Mother and Child Health and
home-based care patients, vulnerable group feeding, orphans and other vulnerable
children, and Food-For-Work participants.

(4) Malawi

(a) Cumulative rainfall since the beginning of the 2004/05 agricultural season, which began
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in October 2004, has been above normal in most areas of the country. However,
significant dry spells, reported in the southern part of the country, have resulted in
critical damage to crops. For the current marketing year between April 2004 and March
2005, the Vulnerability Assessment Committee (VAC) has estimated that about 1.3
million vulnerable people, inclusive of those areas that experienced crop failure and
those which have been seriously affected by HIV/AIDS, will require emergency food
assistance.

(5) Swaziland

(a) The latest food security update issued by the National Early Warning Unit of the
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives, estimates a total domestic availability of maize
for the 2004/05 marketing year of 85,400 tons, against the country’s total requirement of
147,000 tons. Planned commercial imports for the same period are estimated at 22,500
tons, leaving an uncovered maize supply gap of just over 39,000 tons.

(6) Zambia

(a) While the Government of Zambia has yet to announce official figures, it has confirmed
the country is now experiencing an agricultural drought caused by prolonged dry spells,
occurring during the most critical time of crop growth. Estimates of crop failure range
from 50 to 95 percent in at least five provinces.

(7) Zimbabwe

(a) With the Government’s crop assessment still in progress, the impact of erratic rainfall
and the lack of agricultural inputs in the 2004/05-crop production season continue to
raise concern. Meanwhile, preparatory work for a food security and vulnerability
assessment mission by the inter-agency ZimVac is in progress, with fieldwork expected
to begin in early May.

(F) Asia: (1) Bangladesh (2) Indonesia (3) Korea (DPR) (4) Sri Lanka

(1) Bangladesh

(a) The UN security phase remains at level I.

(b) A Northwester/tornado as well as early rain hit several districts, damaging some crops,
but bringing relief to other areas.

(c) Prices of staple foods and vegetables remain high; in particular rice which is in short
supply.

(d) The distribution of blended food under the Supplementary Feeding Programme of
Emergency Operation (EMOP) 10380, Assistance to Flood Affected People in
Bangladesh, is in its final stage. Despite the heavy logistical challenges due to the
inaccessibility of various distribution points, over 96 percent of the distribution of
blended food has been completed.

(e) New commitments will enable WFP to continue the school-feeding programme until
August this year, when the EMOP will end.

(f) WFP has requested a special waiver from the Ministry in order to implement rural
livelihoods support through NGOs. A Letter of Agreement for this support remains
unsigned pending this waiver.

(g) Food-For-Work activities are ongoing in four districts.

(h) This week, a new commitment of some 8,000 tons of wheat and 3,000 tons of rice was
confirmed. The total resourcing level of the EMOP now stands at 44.55 percent.
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(2) Indonesia

(a) The third round of peace talks between the Government of Indonesia and GAM (Free
Aceh Movement) commenced on Tuesday, 12 April in Helsinki. The discussion will
reportedly focus on the terms of special autonomy for Aceh. Preliminary indications
show positive progress with the peace talks

(b) Two days after a 6.8 magnitude tremor was felt on 10 April in Padang, the provincial
capital of West Sumatra, Mt. Talang in Solok district erupted, spewing volcanic ash
about one kilometre around the peak. The volcano is located some 40 km east of
Padang. It was reported that 25,000 people fled the slopes of the mountain. Recent
media reports indicate increasing volcanic activities in another two locations in western
Java, where the government has issued an alert status for Mt. Anak Krakatau and Mt.
Tangkuban Perahu.

(c) Market prices have returned to pre-earthquake levels for rice and other goods in
Gunung Sitoli, the capital of Nias, one of the two islands where an earthquake struck on
28 March. New stocks are being brought in from Sibolga by the traders. Although
commerce has not yet normalized, all items are now available again. There are also
important markets in Lolofita Moi and Hidanagao, that are functioning almost at prior
earthquake level. Prices remain very high in more rural areas.

(d) There are some security concerns on Nias where there have been incidents of looting
of humanitarian supplies. In addition, reports have been received that agencies
including UNICEF have faced problems in transporting/distribution in the north-western
and southern regions of Nias. WFP cooperating partners have not reported any
problems with distributions of food commodities.

(e) WFP led an inter-agency assessment mission to Singkil (western coast of Sumatra), to
assess needs and the extent of the damage that was caused by the 28 March
earthquake. Approximately 19,000 persons are in need of shelter. Immediate food
needs are currently being provided by the district government (rice and noodles). An
assessment in Sibolga concluded that of the 2,000 IDPs identified, only 352 would
qualify for food aid assistance. Sufficient rice is made available by local authorities.

(f) In support of people affected by the earthquake, a total of 920 tons of food commodities
has been delivered by WFP Landing Craft to Nias and Simeulue. Additionally, a total of
70 tons of WFP rice has been delivered to Nias through private transport companies.
Blanket food distributions on both islands are underway in order to reach as many
affected people possible. WFP has also been able to deliver 30 tons of food by
helicopter to isolated villages in Nias that could not be reached by road or sea.

(g) Coordination meetings with all humanitarian organizations are taking place every two
days in Nias. Food coordination meetings, led by WFP, are held twice weekly to provide
information on ongoing and planned distributions as well as to discuss issues with
implementing partners. WFP has identified cooperating partners for Nias and Simeulue
include Catholic Relief Services/Caritas, Médecins Sans Frontières and Global
Operation & Development, who have already carried out distributions; and World Vision
International and Samaritans Purse, who will distribute food shortly. A possible
partnership is being discussed with IOM to take over road transportation for
implementing partners to distribution points.

(h) A WFP assessment at the port of Sibolga confirmed its suitability for the loading of
landing craft. This will alleviate the constraints of limited space on the commercial ferry,
and allow for the transport of food and other humanitarian cargo to Nias. UN
Humanitarian Air Services (HAS) continues its operations on Nias .

(i) With respect to support for tsunami affected people, in Lhokseumawe, distributions of
three commodities (rice, vegetable oil, canned fish) will continue until new stocks of
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fortified biscuits and noodles arrive from Medan in the coming week. The distribution of
fortified biscuits will be limited to School Feeding activities only, and both biscuits and
noodles will gradually be phased out from the general food basket.

(j) On 8 April, WFP delivered mixed commodities to the largest IDP camp in Medan, Metal
V Krakatau Ujung, to feed 300 people for one month.

(k) A successful school feeding introduction workshop took place in Banda Aceh on 13
April. In attendance were school feeding coordinators of District Education Departments
as well as programme staff of local cooperating partners.

(3) Korea (DPR)

(a) Special distributions of food are taking place in celebration of the Great Leader Kim Il
Sung’s birthday on 15 April. The items are sold at subsidized prices through the state
shops. For instance, a kilo of meat costs 190 won/kg, less than a third of the market
price, but still about 10 per cent of a workers monthly wage. Commodities distributed
depend on the economy of each county, but households usually receive 0.5 – 1 kg of
meat, 1 kg of bean-curd and a bottle of alcohol, while children receive a box of candies.
However, in the northern parts of the country, many counties are not able to provide
any commodities.

(b) If expected rice shipments arrive as planned WFP will be able to feed all Vulnerable
Group Feeding beneficiaries through mid June. Primary school students, elderly people
and most food insecure urban households on the East Coast will then be cut off from
WFP food. WFP will be faced with serious cereal pipeline breaks thereafter. East Coast
beneficiaries are already facing a pipeline break of oil; West Coast beneficiaries will
receive oil until the beginning of May. Current supplies of pulses will last until the end of
May.

(4) Sri Lanka

(a) A series of security incidents have taken place in vavuniya, Trincomalee and Batticaloa.

(b) A one-day demonstration was reported in the fishing community of Tellipalai division in
Jaffna, where people displaced during the conflict are now living in welfare centres, due
to security conditions. The reason for the protest was against the alleged rigidity of local
authorities, who were not willing to include any new beneficiaries under general food
distribution programmes, and the fact that the government has only issued coupons to
new beneficiaries from March onwards.

(c) Supplementary feeding for children from 5-10 years in partnership with World Vision ,
has been completed in all of the three districts in the south. World Vision International
started distribution of supplementary food for school age children affected by the
tsunami in Amparai in collaboration with WFP and the Ministry of Relief, Rehabilitation
and Reconciliation (MRRR). WFP provides CSB for their food basket. WFP is also
exploring possible collaboration with UNICEF to provide assistance to pre-school
children through Food-For-Education projects in Amparai.

(d) The beneficiaries targeted in the south by the government agents for general food
distribution are Galle-128,000, Matara-87,000 and Hambantota-56,000. WFP is now in
the process of meeting with the respective Government agents and the divisional
secretaries to explore a possible reduction in the number of general food distribution
beneficiaries.

(e) The pilot School Feeding programme, in partnership with Unilever Sri Lanka Ltd, at a
college at Hambantota is progressing well. Food is being distributed to 16,558 students
in 51 schools.
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(G) Latin America and Caribbean: (1) Bolivia (2) Colombia (3) Ecuador (4) Haiti (5)
Nicaragua

(1) Bolivia

(a) Bolivia’s landless movement has taken control of a part of the national park 'Parque
Tunari' and illegally settled there. Landless peasants attacked the local government
premises and destroyed everything in their way. Prefecture personnel were threatened
by the landless movement with sticks and stones.

(b) Bad road conditions due to heavy rains are still delaying distributions in the Municipality
of Charagua. From 7 to 14 April, some 10 out of 14 communities of this municipality
could be assisted with 43 tons of food.

(2) Colombia

(a) The United Self-Defense Forces of Colombia (AUC) threatened last Sunday 10 April to
halt talks with the Colombian government and “return to the mountains” if Colombian
Congress approved legislation that would imprison them for up to eight years for
massacres and other atrocities. Colombian government shrugged off the threat and
called on lawmakers to pass the bill.

(b) According to a special report issued by the Colombian non-government organization
CODHES (Consultancy for Human Rights and Displacement) at least 1,037
Colombians died in actions directly or indirectly related to the internal armed conflicts
during the first three months of 2005. Those killed in actions "related to war" were 893
combatants, including law-enforcement personnel, government troops, illegal rebels,
and 144 civilians, including mayors, former mayors, town councilors, teachers,
students, peasants, indigenous people and trade union members.

(c) Also during the past week violence and displacements continued. A rebel ambush last
Wednesday 6 April killed 17 soldiers in rural areas of the municipality of Tame, province
of Arauca.

(d) From 5 to 10 April, a WFP team traveled to Bellavista (province of Choco) and
surrounding areas where more than 4,000 indigenous people belonging to the Embera
and Wounaan communities along the Cuia and Bojaya rivers are at grave risk of
becoming internally displaced as a result of the severe hardship and insecurity caused
by the presence of irregular armed groups on their land. In response to the critical
situation in the region, the mission transported and distributed 47 tons of emergency
food aid to over 4,505 people from 28 different communities located on the banks of the
rivers Atrato, Bojaya, Chicue and Cuia (Afro-Colombians and indigenous). These food
rations will last for approximately 40 days.

(e) Weather conditions in different provinces of the country have caused the death of at
least 10 people, resulted in the disappearance of 4 others and injured several in
different provinces of the country. The most affected areas are those that have been hit
by landslides, floods and rains in the provinces of Boyacá, Antioquia, Risaralda and
Huila. WFP develops several food aid activities in the province of Antioquia, but no
reports have been issued by the Antioquia SubOffice about beneficiaries, projects or
WFP staff affected by these weather conditions.

(f) A total of about 625 tons of food were delivered last week in the context of the PRRO
10158, Assistance to People Displaced by Violence. The food was distributed in 12
provinces, reaching 49,600 people. These commodities were distributed in Food for
Crisis, Community kitchens and Food-For-Work/Food-For-Training activities.

(3) Ecuador
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(a) On 5 April, thousands of protesters fought with police outside the Supreme Court and
congress. They were demanding both the removal of President Lucio Gutiérrez and the
restitution of the rule of law. Ecuador's defence minister and the leaders of the armed
forces rejected a call from a key opposition figure to turn against President Lucio
Gutierrez. Political tensions have been rising since the beginning of the month, with the
return of former President Abdala Bucaram to Ecuador and a ruling by the Supreme
Court clearing him of corruption charges, a decision which for many, proved the
apotheosis of the Supreme Court’s politicization. The government has pleaded for
dialogue with the opposition, and has even called on the church to intercede, but the
street protests look set to continue.

(b) Two weeks ago, a UN legal expert had visited Ecuador to assess the crisis and had
concluded that the replacement of 27 of the Supreme Court’s 31 judges appeared to
constitute “grave interference by the executive and legislature into the judicial sphere
and hence a violation of the independence of the judiciary”.

(4) Haiti

(a) The entire country continues in UN security phase III. The increase in violence,
witnessed since mid-March following the MINUSTAH operations in Petit-Goave and
Terre Rouge has fuelled further security concerns after incidents targeting both
transitional institutions and MINUSTAH.

(b) On Tuesday 5 April, a truck of the Rodan Company (Contracted by WFP) was hijacked
and stolen with its load (12 MT of rice) in the area of the WFP warehouse at
Port-au-Prince. The truck and driver were released and no injuries were reported. A
part of the load (33 bags) was recovered during a joint MINUSTAH/HNP operation in
Titanyen.

(c) The security situation around the port terminals of Port-au-Prince remains volatile, but
does not yet impede the delivery of WFP goods from the port during this period.

(d) From 7 to 14 April, a total of 445 tons of food were delivered to health centres and
schools (EMOP and CP) in the West, North and North-East departments and
Port-au-Prince and to the various implementing partners of PRRO activities in the
North-West and Central Plateau.

(e) The Government’s National Campaign for De-worming in the North and North East
Departments, supported by WFP, this week provided training for 51 inspectors of the
Ministries of Health and Education on the administration of the de-worming tablets.

(5) Nicaragua

(a) Taxi drivers and students launched a violent protest against the increased petroleum
and bus fare prices. The traffic was obstructed in several areas of the capital and cases
of vandalism were reported.

(b) Food distributions to vulnerable groups and school children under PRRO 10212.0
continue. An estimated 10,365 pregnant and nursing women, 11,160 children under 2
and 53,805 schoolchildren in the Central and Northern Atlantic Regions will benefit.
Food-For-Work activities will resume this month.

(c) PRRO 10212.0 will face shortfalls through September if no commodities are announced
in the coming months or if those that are announced arrive late.

Note: All tonnage figures in this report refer to metric tons
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1 [www.wfp.org] http://www.wfp.org

2 [WFP Newsroom] http://www.wfp.org/index.asp?section=2&sub_section=7&page=../subsections/year.asp?section=18

WFP Weekly Emergency Report

From David Kaatrud, Chief of the Analysis, Assessment and Preparedness Service of the
United Nations World Food Programme (ODA); also available online at www.wfp.org [1] or go
directly to the WFP Newsroom [2] .

Also available by e-mail from Carlo Scaramella, Chief of the Emergency Preparedness and
Response Branch (ODAP).

Carlo.Scaramella@wfp.org

For information on resources, donors are requested to contact Valerie Sequeira:

Valerie.Sequeira@wfp.org

tel: +39 06 6513 2009

Via Cesare Giulio Viola 68, Parco dei Medici, 00148 Rome - Italy

Media queries should be directed to Brenda Barton at:

Brenda.Barton@wfp.org

tel: +39 06 6513 2602

Via Cesare Giulio Viola 68, Parco dei Medici, 00148 Rome - Italy

Emergency Report 2005-16

15

http://www.wfp.org
http://www.wfp.org/index.asp?section=2&sub_section=7&page=../subsections/year.asp?section=18
mailto:Carlo.Scaramella@wfp.org 
mailto:Valerie.Sequeira@wfp.org 
mailto:Brenda.Barton@wfp.org

	(A) Highlights
	(b) Middle East,Central Asia and Eastern Europe
	(1) Albania

	(c) East & Central Africa
	(1) Burundi
	(2) Congo
	(3) Congo, DR
	(4) Eritrea
	(5) Ethiopia
	(6) Rwanda
	(7) Somalia
	(8) Sudan
	(9) Tanzania
	(10) Uganda

	(d) West Africa
	(1) Regional
	(2) Burkina Faso
	(3) Cote d'Ivoire
	(4) Ghana
	(5) Liberia
	(6) Mali
	(7) Niger

	(e) Southern Africa
	(1) Regional
	(2) Angola
	(3) Lesotho
	(4) Malawi
	(5) Swaziland
	(6) Zambia
	(7) Zimbabwe

	(f) Asia
	(1) Bangladesh
	(2) Indonesia
	(3) Korea (DPR)
	(4) Sri Lanka

	(g) Latin America and Caribbean
	(1) Bolivia
	(2) Colombia
	(3) Ecuador
	(4) Haiti
	(5) Nicaragua

	Note and Information

