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KEY DEVELOPMENTS  
• On March 3, USAID Administrator Gayle Smith announced the activation of a Disaster 

Assistance Response Team (DART) to lead the U.S. Government (USG) response to the 
drought in Ethiopia.  In support of the Government of Ethiopia (GoE), which has 
shown strong leadership in the response, the USAID DART is coordinating USG 
emergency response activities in close partnership with the UN and relief organizations.     

• USAID/OFDA staff traveled to Amhara, Oromiya, Tigray, and Southern Nations, 
Nationalities, and Peoples (SNNP) regions during February to assess the scale and scope 
of humanitarian needs in Ethiopia, particularly inadequate seed stocks, severe water 
shortages, increased acute malnutrition cases, and deteriorating food security levels.   
 
 
 
 

                                                                                           
1 USAID’s Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance (USAID/OFDA) 

2 USAID’s Office of Food for Peace (USAID/FFP) 
3 U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration (State/PRM) 
 

HUMANITARIAN FUNDING 
FOR THE ETHIOPIA RESPONSE IN FY 2015–

2016 

USAID/OFDA $35,356,215 

USAID/FFP $416,716,500 

State/PRM3 $81,784,119 

$533,856,834 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

• USAID activates a DART to coordinate 
the USG response to deteriorating 
humanitarian conditions in Ethiopia 

• USAID partners provide relief food 
assistance and seed, WASH, and nutrition 
interventions across drought-affected 
areas of Ethiopia 

ETHIOPIA - COMPLEX EMERGENCY 
FACT SHEET #5, FISCAL YEAR (FY) 2016     MARCH 3, 2016 

NUMBERS AT 
A GLANCE 

10.2 
million 
People Requiring Relief 

Food Assistance 
GoE – February 2016 

2.1 
million 
Projected Population 
Experiencing MAM or 

SAM in 2016  
GoE – February 2016 

5.8 
million 

People Lacking Adequate 
WASH Access  

GoE – February 2016 

$1.48 
billion 
Funding Required to 

Address Critical Needs 
Between January and 

December 2016  
GoE – February 2016 
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USAID/OFDA1 FUNDING  
BY SECTOR IN FY 2015–2016 

Nutrition (53%) 
Water, Sanitation & Hygiene (20%) 
Agriculture & Food Security (12%) 
Humanitarian Coordination & Information Management (6%) 
Health (5%) 
Logistics Support & Relief Commodities (4%) 

100% 

U.S. In-Kind Food Aid (100%) 

USAID/FFP2 FUNDING 
BY MODALITY IN FY 2015–2016 



 2 

CURRENT EVENTS  
• On March 3, USAID Administrator Smith announced the activation of a DART to lead the USG crisis response to the 

drought in Ethiopia.  The USAID DART is coordinating USG activities in response to the drought emergency and 
deploying additional staff to Ethiopia with specialized expertise in the agriculture, livestock, and nutrition sectors, as 
well as other technical and humanitarian response experts.  The USAID DART is also framing an integrated strategy to 
guide the whole-of-government response effort, building on existing resilience platforms and the USAID response to 
date—the USG began responding early to the impacts of the drought in mid-2015 through crisis modifiers to existing 
development programs when early warnings projected a decreasing food security situation.  USAID will continue to 
provide emergency food assistance; nutrition and health support; and water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) 
interventions to drought-affected populations across Ethiopia.  USAID has also established an Ethiopia Drought 
Response Management Team (RMT) based in Washington, D.C., to support emergency response efforts.  

• On February 21, USAID hosted a roundtable in Ethiopia’s capital city of Addis Ababa that included USAID 
Administrator Smith; U.S. Ambassador to Ethiopia Patricia M. Haslach; U.S. Senators Mike Enzi, Jim Inhofe, and Mike 
Rounds; U.S. Congressmen Randy Hultgren, Reid Ribble, and Tim Walberg; USAID/OFDA and USAID/FFP 
representatives; and USAID partners Catholic Relief Services (CRS), Concern, and Mercy Corps.  The discussion 
focused on the drought in Ethiopia and the effects of the El Niño climatic event in eastern and southern Africa.  

• During the event, Administrator Smith emphasized that the USG has an opportunity to help limit the worst effects of 
the drought in Ethiopia.  The Administrator also noted that the USG has invested significant resources to build 
resilience and reduce drought effects across the country.  The humanitarian needs generated by the current drought, 
however, exceed the resilience capacity of affected Ethiopians.  Given widespread humanitarian needs, Administrator 
Smith called for increased international donor funding to protect development gains and prevent further deterioration 
of the humanitarian situation.  The GoE is leading response efforts and has contributed approximately $381 million to 
support the drought response, while the USG remains the largest international donor to Ethiopia, providing nearly   
$534 million in emergency assistance since October 2014. 

• As of mid-February, the GoE and international donors had provided approximately 48 percent toward the more than      
$1.4 billion requested in the 2016 Humanitarian Requirements Document (HRD), which outlines anticipated 
humanitarian needs in Ethiopia between January and December 2016, according to the UN.  Relief actors report  
needing substantial lead time—up to four months or more—for procuring and transporting essential relief supplies to 
Ethiopia, including food assistance.  In response, the UN has urged international donors to mobilize additional 
resources immediately to ensure continued humanitarian assistance through the July-to-September period, when 
humanitarian needs are expected to peak.   

• Emphasizing the need for timely support, the UN has called for $228 million in prompt funding to prevent breaks in 
relief food assistance pipelines; $22 million to treat people experiencing moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) and severe 
acute malnutrition (SAM); $15 million to procure seeds and fertilizer for more than 5.6 million drought-affected farmers 
by the end of March; and $3 million to deliver safe drinking water and prevent large-scale population migrations.  In 
response to funding gaps, the GoE and the Humanitarian Country Team for Ethiopia—comprising representatives 
from the UN, international organizations, donors, and non-governmental organizations (NGOs)—are developing a 
joint fundraising campaign to meet increased needs, protect livelihoods, and safeguard Ethiopia’s development gains.   

 

 
AGRICULTURE AND FOOD SECURITY  
• The GoE and the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) estimate that approximately 900,000 households 

require emergency seed support across Ethiopia.  Failure to provide sufficient seeds for planting in May/June could 
limit late-2016 harvests, compromising the drought recovery in 2017 even if rainfall is adequate during 2016.  The 
immediate procurement and distribution of seeds is required to protect household assets and livelihoods, prevent 
further drought-related displacement, and avoid increased emergency food assistance needs.      

• To support emergency seed interventions across Ethiopia, USAID has already authorized the International Maize and 
Wheat Improvement Center (CIMMYT) to use existing USAID funding for immediate emergency maize and wheat 
seed support to drought-affected households for the January-to-March belg planting season in Amhara, Oromiya, 
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SNNP, and Tigray regions.  In addition, USAID—in coordination with USAID/OFDA and the USG’s Feed the 
Future initiative—and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation are supporting emergency seed interventions in                
67 drought-affected woredas, or districts.  As part of this collaborative effort, the USG is providing more than $3.9 
million and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation is providing $1.5 million to CIMMYT and Ethiopia’s Agricultural 
Transformation Agency to deliver high-quality, drought-tolerant maize and disease-resistant wheat seed to 
approximately 226,000 households, or more than 1.3 million people, for the upcoming meher planting season. 

• From February 14–19, USAID/OFDA and USAID/FFP market advisors conducted a joint assessment of food 
security and the market situation in Ethiopia, meeting with USAID/Ethiopia staff, GoE representatives, international 
donors, and humanitarian partners.  Given the large-scale humanitarian crisis in Ethiopia, the USAID advisors 
recommended that relief organizations select food assistance modalities—cash or in-kind food assistance—based on 
current and prospective market conditions.   

• The USAID/FFP-supported, CRS-led Joint Emergency Operation (JEOP) is providing relief food assistance for       
2.6 million people in Amhara, Oromiya, SNNP, Somali, and Tigray regions.  To date in FY 2016, USAID/FFP has 
provided nearly $207 million in emergency food assistance via JEOP to support food assistance distributions through 
July 2016.  In addition, USAID/FFP has provided more than $42 million in relief food assistance—62,520 metric tons 
(MT)—to support UN World Food Program (WFP) relief operations in Ethiopia.   

 

 
NUTRITION AND WASH 
• During the week of January 25, USAID/OFDA staff traveled to Amhara and Tigray to meet with USAID/OFDA 

partners, including NGOs Concern and GOAL, and to observe emergency response interventions.  With support from 
USAID/OFDA, Concern and GOAL deliver nutrition response interventions for drought-affected populations in the 
regions.  While in Tigray’s Hintalo Wajirat district, USAID/OFDA staff visited a GOAL-supported stabilization center 
and outpatient therapeutic feeding program.   

• Health care workers in the district reported more than 9,000 cases of scabies in recent months, in addition to children 
experiencing acute malnutrition.  Community members reported that a lack of safe drinking water has resulted in 
increased incidence of diarrheal diseases, exacerbating acute malnutrition.  In addition, many water sources, including 
wells, are dry due to the drought, forcing some community members to drink unsafe water from open sources, such as 
ponds.    

• As a partner of a USAID/OFDA-funded, GOAL-managed countrywide nutrition rapid response platform, Mercy 
Corps is implementing emergency nutrition interventions, including treatment of MAM and SAM cases, in Afar 
Region’s Zone 3 and Zone 4.  As part of the response, Mercy Corps is working through the public health system, 
bolstering local health care staff capacity and utilizing a community-based management of malnutrition strategy—a 
methodology for treating acute malnutrition among children using an active case-finding and triage approach.  Between 
October 2015 and early February 2016, Mercy Corps treated more than 2,400 MAM cases and 590 SAM cases in Afar, 
while also providing medical treatment to more than 40 individuals experiencing medical complications associated with 
SAM.  During the same period, Mercy Corps staff helped provide nutrition training to nearly 40 health care workers, 
more than 30 health extension workers, and 250 community volunteers.    

• USAID/OFDA recently provided nearly $2.7 million to Save the Children/U.S. (SC/US) to support life-saving 
nutrition, WASH, and emergency feed and fodder interventions for more than 130,000 people in drought-affected areas 
of Somali.   
 

 
LOGISTICS  
• The GoE, USAID, and relief organizations continue to address congestion and other logistical challenges at the Port of 

Djibouti—the primary port handling shipments of emergency relief commodities destined for Ethiopia.  WFP is 
utilizing other regional ports, including the Port of Berbera in northwestern Somalia, to expedite transportation of 
emergency food assistance to Ethiopia.  As of mid-February, WFP had transported approximately 40,000 MT of food 
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commodities through Berbera, most of which supported populations in Ethiopia’s Somali Region—one of the most 
drought-affected areas of the country. 

• USG logistics specialists are evaluating challenges at the Port of Djibouti and plan to provide further analysis in the 
coming weeks regarding how USAID can alleviate ongoing logistics and transportation constraints. 
 

 
POPULATION DISPLACEMENT 
• The International Organization for Migration (IOM) reported more than 30,000 newly displaced people in Ethiopia 

during January, representing a 55 percent decrease from the more than 67,000 newly displaced individuals identified in 
December 2015.  IOM recorded population displacement in three regions—Oromiya, SNNP, and Somali—and found 
that conflict generated the majority of the new displacement, with only 6,200 individuals from Somali’s Sitti Zone 
reportedly displaced due to drought.  Between August 2015 and January 2016, the effects of the drought have 
reportedly displaced approximately 260,000 individuals from Afar, Oromiya, and Somali; however, more than 80,000 
displaced people had returned to areas of origin by the end of January, according to IOM.  Seasonal displacement is 
common in Ethiopia, even absent drought conditions, and determining migration figures—including atypical drought-
induced migration—remains challenging.   

 

 
HUMANITARIAN ASSESSMENTS 
• During the week of February 15, staff from USAID/OFDA traveled to SNNP to assess humanitarian needs and 

monitor the ongoing drought response, particularly nutrition interventions and relief food assistance.  USAID/OFDA 
partner GOAL is currently providing emergency treatment of acute malnutrition in five SNNP zones—Gamo Gofa, 
Gedio, Hadiya, Kembata Tembaro, and Silti.  Since December 2015, GOAL has observed a moderate decrease in acute 
malnutrition cases due to deliveries of relief food assistance, cash or food assistance under the GoE-managed 
Productive Safety Net Program, and availability of belg root crop harvested in lowland areas.  Despite the seasonal 
decline, GOAL anticipates that acute malnutrition cases will increase during 2016 due to the drought.  In response, 
GOAL is expanding nutrition interventions in SNNP and delivering emergency seeds with support from the UN-
managed Humanitarian Response Fund (HRF).   

• From February 15–17, USAID/OFDA and Concern staff visited Amhara’s Debak, Janamora, and Wogera districts in 
North Gondar Zone to monitor community-based management of acute malnutrition programs and assess impacts of 
the drought.  In response to deteriorating food security, households in North Gondar reported using negative coping 
strategies, such as selling livestock below market prices, migrating for labor, and accruing additional debt.  In addition, 
the majority of health care centers in the zone lack access to safe drinking water, with health care staff retrieving water 
from open sources, such as streams and rivers.  In rural areas, women and children are reportedly walking up to six 
hours to retrieve safe drinking water.  To improve access to safe drinking water, local GoE officials have purchased 
donkeys for schools and health care centers in remote locations to assist in transportation.  Local GoE officials also 
lauded USAID/OFDA partner Concern’s relief operations in Amhara, noting that the organization’s efforts have 
improved treatment of acute malnutrition in the region.  Concern is also providing technical assistance, building local 
response capacity, delivering emergency relief supplies, and bolstering logistics infrastructure.     

• During the week of February 7, USAID/OFDA staff traveled to Oromiya’s East Hararghe Zone to assess the drought 
conditions—particularly the impact on livestock, nutrition, and seed availability—and monitor response programs’ 
ability to mitigate the impact of these conditions.  Local authorities reported that the 2015 rains failed in much of East 
Hararghe, and preliminary assessments of the 2015/2016 October-to-January meher harvest found that only 
approximately 20 percent of planted seeds produced a crop in the zone.  Farmers in East Hararghe require significant 
seed support for the upcoming planting seasons due to poor harvests.  CRS, with HRF funding, is procuring and 
distributing seed to farmers for the belg planting season in nine districts of East Hararghe and West Hararghe zones. 

• A CRS partner reported that relief food assistance and other humanitarian interventions in East Hararghe had 
prevented large-scale population movement and drought-related migration.  Commenting on the effects of the drought, 
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local authorities in East Hararghe’s Fedis District reported that the 2015 June-to-August belg harvest produced crops 
only suitable for livestock consumption, while the 2015 meher harvest failed to produce any usable crops.  The local 
community had not reported significant livestock deaths as of mid-February 2016, in part because the GoE has 
supported the community with animal feed from other areas of Ethiopia.   
 

 

 
1 Year of funding indicates the date of commitment or obligation, not appropriation, of funds. 
2 USAID/OFDA funding represents anticipated or actual obligated amounts as March 3, 2016.   
3 Estimated value of food assistance and transportation costs at time of procurement; subject to change. 

 

 
 
 

$538,955,209 

$106,308,251 
$86,155,458 

$33,711,454 $27,486,576 $17,155,520 $15,850,138 $13,547,390 $13,126,252 $11,527,350 

USG European Commission UK Germany CERF** Netherlands Canada Sweden Japan Switzerland 

2015–2016 TOTAL HUMANITARIAN FUNDING*  
PER DONOR 

*Funding figures are as of March 3, 2016.  All international figures are according to UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) Financial Tracking Service and 
based on international commitments during 2015 and 2016, while USG figures are according to the USG and reflect the most recent USG commitments for FY 2015 and FY 2016—
which began on October 1, 2014, and October 1, 2015, respectively. 
**Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF)—a pooled humanitarian fund established and managed by the UN to support sudden-onset and underfunded emergencies. 

CONTEXT 
• Multiple consecutive seasons of below-normal rainfall—exacerbated by the effects of the El Niño climatic 

event—have resulted in deteriorating agricultural, livestock, food security, and nutrition conditions in northeastern 
and central Ethiopia.  By February 2016, the GoE estimated that 10.2 million people required relief food 
assistance and other humanitarian interventions.  

• USAID activated a DART on February 24, 2016, to lead the USG crisis response to the drought in Ethiopia.  
Under the strong leadership of the GoE, the DART is coordinating USG response activities in close partnership 
with the UN and other relief organizations.  The DART—composed of humanitarian specialists based in 
Ethiopia—is addressing critical needs and examining ways to realign activities to respond to urgent assistance 
gaps.  USAID also established an Ethiopia Drought RMT based in Washington, D.C., to support emergency 
response efforts in Ethiopia. 

• While drought remains a major contributor to vulnerability in Ethiopia, negatively affecting the lives and 
livelihoods of farmers and pastoralists, populations also continue to confront other challenges—including seasonal 
flooding, localized intercommunal conflict, above-average food prices, disease outbreaks, and limited access to 
health and WASH services—that contribute to sustained humanitarian needs and an ongoing complex emergency 
in Ethiopia.  

• On October 7, 2015, U.S. Chargé d’Affaires, a.i., Peter H. Vrooman redeclared a disaster for Ethiopia in response 
to the ongoing complex emergency.  

 



 6 

USG HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE FOR THE ETHIOPIA RESPONSE IN FY 2015–20161 
IMPLEMENTING PARTNER ACTIVITY LOCATION AMOUNT 

USAID/OFDA FY 20162 

Concern Nutrition, WASH Amhara, Tigray  $3,279,665  

GOAL Nutrition Countrywide $7,000,000  

International Maize and Wheat Improvement 
Center (CIMMYT) Agriculture and Food Security  Amhara, Oromiya, SNNP, Tigray  $1,500,000  

UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) Health, Nutrition, WASH Countrywide $3,532,788  

UN Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) Logistics Support and Relief 
Commodities Somali $500,000  

USAID/Ethiopia Agriculture and Food Security Tigray  $249,715  

  Program Support Costs   $38,416  

TOTAL FY 2016 USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE   $16,100,584  

USAID/FFP FY 20163 

CRS/JEOP 
361,730 MT of In-Kind Emergency Food 
Assistance Countrywide $206,805,000  

WFP 

62,520 MT of In-Kind Emergency Food 
Assistance 

Countrywide $42,223,000  

22,670 MT of In-Kind Refugee Food 
Assistance 

Countrywide $18,278,200  

TOTAL FY 2016 USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE $267,306,200  

TOTAL USG HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE FOR THE ETHIOPIA RESPONSE IN FY 2016 $283,406,784  

	 	 	 	TOTAL FY 2015 USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE   $19,255,631  

TOTAL FY 2015 USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE   $149,410,300  

TOTAL FY 2015 STATE/PRM ASSISTANCE   $81,784,119  

TOTAL USG HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE FOR THE ETHIOPIA RESPONSE IN FY 2015 $250,450,050  

    

TOTAL USG HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE FOR THE ETHIOPIA RESPONSE IN FY 2015–2016 $533,856,834  

 
PUBLIC DONATION INFORMATION 
• The most effective way people can assist relief efforts is by making cash contributions to humanitarian organizations 

that are conducting relief operations.  A list of humanitarian organizations that are accepting cash donations for 
disaster responses around the world can be found at www.interaction.org. 

• USAID encourages cash donations because they allow aid professionals to procure the exact items needed (often in 
the affected region); reduce the burden on scarce resources (such as transportation routes, staff time, and warehouse 
space); can be transferred very quickly and without transportation costs; support the economy of the disaster-stricken 
region; and ensure culturally, dietary, and environmentally appropriate assistance. 

• More information can be found at: 

- USAID Center for International Disaster Information: www.cidi.org or +1.202.821.1999. 
- Information on relief activities of the humanitarian community can be found at www.reliefweb.int 

 
 

USAID/OFDA bulletins appear on the USAID website at 
http://www.usaid.gov/what-we-do/working-crises-and-conflict/responding-times-crisis/where-we-work 


