
 

H works with others to overcome poverty and suffering 

 

 
Maryland 

Water and Sanitation Hygiene 

Oxfam GB continues to truck 60,000L of water every day 

to the Fergusson Transit Site, and has also completed 

two boreholes that yield 1L/second to increase the water 

supply. To cover the sanitation needs of the refugees, 

130 latrines have been completed, 90 bathing spaces 

finished and 9 pits for solid waste have been 

constructed. In the past week, Oxfam GB has distributed 

hygiene kits (containing soaps, bucket, basin, plastic 

cups, and two pieces of lappa) to 350 households, used 

songs to deliver messages on malaria prevention and 

hand washing to children, held hygiene promotion 

sessions for women on food hygiene, and organised 

cleaning campaigns around the transit site. In the Little 

Wlebo camp 30 latrines and 24 bathing areas have been 

completed for the first 150 refugees.  

Grand Gedeh 

Water and Sanitation Hygiene 

Oxfam GB is also trucking water 15,000L/day to Solo 

Town and has constructed 11 blocks of temporary pit 

latrines, 20 showers, and a garbage pit. To improve 

hygiene practices, a Water and Sanitation Hygiene 

committee has been established to monitor activities, 

and community mobilisers, water point attendants and 

toilet cleaners have all be selected from the refugees 

and host communities and are receiving training. 4 

latrine cleaning kits and 159 Non Food Item kits have 

been distributed, and two hygiene sessions were run for 

149 children.  Oxfam GB’s hygiene promotion activities 

have already had a positive impact in the area; open 

defecation in the forest has stopped. In Dodji, Oxfam has 

constructed 24 pit latrines with hand washing facilities, 7 

blocks of showers, 1 clothes washing area and 3 

garbage pits. 4 latrine cleaning kits were distributed and 

3 hygiene sessions reached 127 people. 

Emergency Food Security and Livelihoods 

Oxfam GB has identified 1,500 households in host 

communities to receive support in Grand Gedeh. This 

support will include training and distributions for the 

upcoming agricultural season in modern cultivation 

techniques, seed collection, preservation and storage.  

More than 160,000 people have crossed 

the border from Ivory Coast to eastern 

Liberia, fleeing the threat of violence 

following November's disputed election 

results 

Oxfam GB is providing life saving water, 

sanitation and food services to refugees 

fleeing the Ivory Coast, and the Liberian 

communities hosting them in the counties 

of Grand Gedeh (Zwedru) and Maryland 

(Harper). 5 May 2011 

 

Photo caption: “In this situation where you have 

a very limited space, and where you have large 

crowds of refugees, outbreaks of diseases such as 

cholera, and such as dysentery would have been a 

major problem”, said Shemeles Mekonnen, Oxfam’s 

public health engineer in Harper. “But with the arrival 

of Oxfam on time, we have provided clean water as 

well as sanitation facilities as well as non food item 

distribution such as jerry cans, water buckets, bathing 

places as well as soap and mosquito nets.” Credit: 

Caroline Gluck/Oxfam 
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