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 Oxfam GB Liberia External Sitrep no. 2 
 
1. Key Issues 

 The latest UNHCR registration figures (4/5) for refugees in Liberia are 45,615 
individually registered and 120,192 influx-emergency registrations.  

 On (1/5) UNHCR and NGOs met with the refugee community to discuss the move to 
the Little Wlebo camp in Maryland, which was not accepted by the refugees.  
UNHCR stated that the relocation would take place again in coming days, which 
caused increased tensions with the refugee community. The issues that are causing 
concern within the refugee population include: the camp being too far from Harper 
town, they do not want to construct their own houses, the cell phone coverage is 
poor, and there will be little food to eat and/or buy locally. A further meeting was due 
to be held on 3/5 to initiate movement to the camp.  

 It should be noted that the above concerns in Maryland are also relevant for the 
camp site selected in Grand Gedeh (distance from market, limited employment 
opportunities, no mobile network).  

 Access to food is an increasing problem: a WFP food distribution will soon target 
60,000 people at 12 distribution points in Grand Gedeh.  

 The $146.5 million EHAP for Liberia has received just 29% of the funds requested, 
while a new $160 million EHAP for Ivory Coast has received only 18%. 

 
2. Security  

 There have been no reports of security issues in Harper from the NGO/UN security 
coordination group. The Refugee Emergency coordination meeting reported 
information that refugees are crossing back and forth over the border. 

 Security remains stable in Grand Gedeh.  No incidents have been reported but there 
was some tension in Solo Town where 4 families of women and children were not 
included into the beneficiaries list by the camp leader because they were from the 
Northern area of CdI. 

 There were 2 fatal road accidents during the past week (UNMIL vehicles).   
 
3. General Humanitarian Situation 

 

 

 

 There continues to be sporadic movement of Ivorian refugees back to Ivory Coast, 
due to perceived improvements in security in the western areas. OCHA reports that 
this will increase the caseload of current IDPs in Ivory Coast, estimated at 150,000, 
as the refugees may not be able to return to their places of origin immediately.  

4. General Political Relations/Context   

 

 

 

 
5. Humanitarian Community 
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6. Sexual Exploitation and Abuse  

 

 In Harper, the NGO JPC (Justice, Peace and conciliation) has started to conduct 
trauma counselling at the Fergusson transit camp and has reported that the process 
will take some time.  

 

7. Programme Activities - Progress against Objectives 
 
WATER 
Maryland 

 Ferguson transit:  

 Oxfam completely took over the trucking of 60m3/day, and two boreholes with 
1L/second yield were completed. 

 Little Wlebo:  

 Two boreholes were drilled but are not suitable for submersible pumps. The Oxfam 
hydro geologist has arrived to assist the identification of a new location to drill.  

 
Grand Gedeh 

 Solo town:  

 Water trucking continues (3 deliveries/day) with a total of 15 m3. This is providing 
enough (approx 25L/person/day), there are no queues at tap stands and chlorination 
is still ongoing on site at the bladder.  

 The Hydro geophysical survey found two points, however the survey results are not 
optimistic about clean water sources, so it will be necessary to use several different 
sources.  

 The Ministry of Public Works provided rings to fix the infiltration box in order to 
reduce turbidity and bacterial load of the river water. This source will be used as back 
up measure, and the primary source will be boreholes. 

 Dodji:  

 The two wells cleaned at the beginning of the response are not reliable, as the 
turbidity, colour changes and well recharge all vary greatly. Water trucking is being 
used to ensure redundancy in the water supply. 

 Several refugees have reported minor diarrhoea; many of them are new arrivals, 
however the cases are not higher than normal.  In addition, many cases are among 
new arrivals who have been travelling without access to clean water.  

 PTP Camp: 

 Access to the camp is challenging; CRS started improvement works on the main 
bridge on May 2nd. There are no refugees on site yet, and the expected population is 
15,000.  

 Oxfam has mobilised labour to clear access to the existing boreholes and wells,  
 
SANITATION 
Maryland 

 Ferguson transit: 
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 8 solid waste pits have been constructed.130 latrines have been completed (33.2 
people/latrine) and additional construction is ongoing to bring this down to 20 people 
per latrine. 90 bathing spaces have been constructed, averaging 48 people/space (a 
figure of 1:100 is usually aimed for). 

 Little Wlebo:  

 WASH facilities (30 latrines and 24 bathing areas) have been completed for the first 
150 refugees (24 HH), the office latrine is at the completion stage, site clearance for 
a T45 water tank has been completed, and the site clearance for the Oxfam office 
space was also completed 

 
Grand Gedeh 

 Solo town:  

 11 blocks of temporary pit latrines, each block having 4 to 5 units and hand washing 
facilities were completed. There is now a total of 47 latrines. Bricks for the elevated 
latrines have been made and construction is underway – the low quality of masons is 
still an issue. 20 showers in 9 blocks have been completed.  

 The garbage pit was re-sited and digging has started. Siting for sanitation is a big 
issue and this will be addressed in the PM management meetings.  

 Dodji: 

 24 pit latrines divided in 5 blocks and 5 hand washing have been completed.  Each 
block is composed of 4 or 5 doors.  

 7 blocks of showers, each with 2 units were completed.   

 One washing area has been completed, with another one under construction..  

 3 garbage pits of 2*3*2 meters completed.  
 

Hygiene Promotion 
Maryland 

 Ferguson transit:  

 Hygiene kits were distributed to 350 HH, Child to Child activities were run for malaria 
prevention and hand washing using songs, a cleaning campaign was held in sector 
3, 16 hand washing stations were installed throughout the site at latrine areas, two 
meetings took place with women in sector 3 (135 participants), and sector 4 (142 
participants), and two hygiene promotion sessions were held on food hygiene for 50 
female participants. 

 Little Wlebo:  

 Nothing to report 
 
Grand Gedeh 

 Solo town:  

 10 WASH committees members (4 women, 6 men) are monitoring activities; 3 
mobilisers, (1 woman, 2 men) have been selected but not yet trained.   4 water point 
attendants, (3 women, 1 man) were selected and trained.  4 toilet cleaners / block (2 
women, 2 men) are rotating.  

 4 latrines cleaning kits and 159 NFI kits distributed have been supplied and 
distributed.   

 2 Hygiene sessions were run for 149 children.  

 Defecating in the forest has stopped following the meetings that Oxfam held with 
community leaders. 

 Dodji: 

 10 WASH committees members selected, (5 women, 5 men), 3 mobilisers (2 women, 
1 man) selected but not yet trained. 4 water points attendants (2 women, 2 men) 
selected but not trained. 8 latrines cleaners are working by weekly rotations of 4.  

 4 latrines kits have been supplied and distributed.  
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 3 hygiene sessions have been given to 127 people.  
 

EMERGENCY FOOD SECURITY AND LIVELIHOODS 

 In Grand Gedeh Community consultation has been done to identify training needs for 
upcoming the agriculture season. Two trainings have been identified: a) modern 
cultivation techniques and b) seeds collection, preservation and storage. An 
agriculture training plan is underway, and will be finalised soon. 

 1,500 HH have been selected as beneficiaries and selection is completed.   

 The WFP boat arrived in Monrovia port 3rd May with 1500MT. 
 
 9. Beneficiary numbers 

 4,321 beneficiaries in the Fergusson Transit site, benefiting from a range of services 

 Population at Solo Town site is 656.  The expected population is 5000, though this 
could increase. It is likely that this will become a permanent camp.  

 Population at Dodji site is currently 454.  Population expected to reach 2,500. 
 

10. New Interventions Planned/Assessment  

 EFSL assessment in Maryland is planned.  
 
11. Logistics  

 16.8 metric tons of WASH NFI’s were delivered from Monrovia to Man in Cote 
d’Ivoire; the operation went smoothly and Monrovia could now be used to receive 
charter flights or DHL for goods and materials to support Cote d’Ivoire until they 
become more established 
 

 
 
 


