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I. Significant events 
 
The United Nations Department of Political Affairs (DPA) has undertaken a mission to 
Guinea Bissau from the 14 to 16 February 2005. The mission, led by the Under 
Secretary-general for Political Affairs, Jack Chistofikdes, also composed of members 
from the Department Social and Economic Affairs, humanitarian actors as well as other 
UN staff members. The objective of the mission was to review the mandate of UNOGBIS 
and to strengthen its peace keeping mandate as well as review how to reform the 
security sector in the country. The mission, who also evaluated the possibilities of a 
humanitarian crisis, has subsequently shared its recommendations with the UN 
Secretary General.  
 
The UN secretary General has presented a progress report1 on ways to combat sub-
regional and cross border problems in West Africa, stressing the need to develop an 
integrated response towards the prevention of conflicts in West Africa. The report 
highlighted the efforts made by UNOWA and the international community in addressing 
the cross border issues towards peace and security; proliferation of small arms and light 
weapons; harmonise DDR programmes, focussing especially on women and children; 
advance durable solutions to the refugee problem within the region and promote the 
reform of the security sectors.  
 

                                                 
1 S/2005/86. The report was published on 11 February 2005. 



The Commanders of the UN Peace Keeping Operations in West Africa: UNAMSIL 
(Sierra Leone); UNMIL (Liberia); UNOCI (Cote d’Ivoire) and the Military Advisors of 
UNOWA met in Dakar at their bimonthly meeting to review the political and military 
scenario and risks in the sub region as well as discussing the problems faced in 
implementing their various mandates. 
 
II. POLITICAL AND SECURITY SITUATION 
 
BURKINA FASO 
A meeting took place on 24 February in Ouagadougou by the UN system and 
humanitarian partners to discuss the political crisis in the neighbouring Togo and revise 
the contingency plan for the Burkina Faso to anticipate possible influx of refugees should 
the situation in Togo deteriorate further.  
 
NIGERIA 
The current constitution in Nigeria adopted in 1999 under a military regime has been 
criticised by the opposition and some political observers who believe that too much 
power is bestowed to the President and that the different ethnic groups are not 
adequately represented in the Parliament. To address this issue President Obasanjo 
have taken the initiative to organize a conference, which opened on 21 February to 
strengthen the unity of the country. The conference, scheduled to continue for the next 
three months, is envisaged to develop recommendations that could reform the 
constitution and reduce inter-ethnic violence in the country.  
 
Several inter-religious clashes have been reported during February. In Sokoto in the 
north of the country Muslim violence between rivalling communities resulted in 3 
casualties and several others wounded. 12 persons were likewise killed in the south of 
the country in the oil rich state of Bayelsa and 13 Nigerian farmers were killed by 
nomads in the border region towards Niger.   
 
 
 



GUINEE BISSAU 

In the last Presidential consultation held on the 25 February with the Military Committee, 
(the consultative and advisory body to the President), the military stressed the need to 
have Presidential elections by 7 of May 2005. 

The Government, in dialogue with the opposition, has decided to undertake a completely 
new electoral census instead of updating the existing one. The technical process for a 
new electoral census will take at least two months, increasing thus the possibilities of a 
delay in respect to the election date envisaged by 7 May. A decision on the dates for the 
electoral consultation should be made public by the Transitional President during the 
first week of March. Currently, of the more than thirty preliminary candidates for the 
presidency, only two have officially deposed their candidacy at the Supreme Court.  
 
The "Reconciliation Commission in the Army" was officially opened on 25 February. The 
Commission, led by General Buota Na Bacha, has one month to reconciliate the three 
factions within the Army. At the opening ceremony, the Army Chief of Staff declared that 
he was aware that troublemakers in the barracks are mobilizing soldiers to retake the 
arms but that an uprising will not be tolerated.  
 
Violence among different Muslims groups on the 16 February in the Eastern city of Gabu 
(200 km from Bissau) caused four injured among the Ahmadiyya Muslim group, a group 
that was banned in August 2001 by the previous government. Few weeks ago, the 
Attorney General declared the ban unconstitutional taking into consideration that Guinea 
Bissau is a multi religious state. The Attorney General decision allowed thus the 
restarting of Ahmadiyya’s activities in the region but caused a sudden riot of the local 
population.  
 
The initiative to strengthen the local de-mining capacity was launched on 25 February in 
Bissau at the EU headquarter who has financed a project in partnership with Handicap 
International. The project that will enhance the de-mining activities in the outskirts of 



Bissau; in the northern part of the country towards Senegal; in São Domingos in the 
west; and Ingoré in the east of the country, is expected to last 15 months. The country 
that ratified the Ottawa Convention in 2001 is believed to have more than 11.000 mines 
shattered in the periphery of Bissau following the civil war in 1998, and more than 
20.000 old mines in the rest of the country reminiscence from the national liberation war 
that began in 1963. In 2003 and 2004 a total of 41 people were killed by mines in the 
country. 10 were children. 

SENEGAL 

The International Federation of the Red Cross (IFRC) has facilitated the liberation of four 
civilians belonging to the political wing of the MFDC in Casamance on 19 February. The 
four civilians had been retained since 19 January 2005 by the military wing of MFDC. 
Since July 2004, IFRC has set up a program to increase the health services, improve 
the availability of portable water and reinforce the production of vegetables for the 
people victimised and isolated by the conflict in the region. 

TOGO 

Following the death of Gnassinbé Eyadema on 5 February 2005 after 38 years of 
continued rule in Togo, the army transferred power on 6 February to one of the late 
President’s sons Faure Gnassinbe, Minister of Mining, Telecommunication and Public 
Works. The President of the National Assembly, Fambaré Nachaba was supposed to act 
as interim Head of State and to organize presidential elections but instead Faure was 
sworn in to finish the Presidential mandate of his father until 2008. The transfer of power 
was condemned at the national, regional and international level.  
 
ECOWAS met as a consequence in an emergency session on 7 February in Niamey to 
discuss the situation in Togo and to introduce diplomatic sanctions should the country 
not adhere and reinstate the constitutional order. The sanctions were introduced on 19 
February where the ECOWAS and the African Union withdrew their ambassadors, 



prohibited official visits in the region and announced the immediate halt of sub-regional 
integration programmes.  
 
The evening before on 18 February, Faure Gnassingbe declared on a radio and 
television transmission that he would organise presidential elections within 60 days in 
conformity with the constitution, but still retain the post as Head of State. It was only on 
25 February that Faure stepped down and handed over power to Abass Bonfoh, the 
Vice President of the National Assembly to act as interim Head of State. He used the 
occasion to declare his candidacy for the upcoming elections. 
 
Even though the international community have commended the act and ECOWAS and 
AU lifted the sanctions, the political opposition in Togo still claim that the President of the 
Parliament Fambaré Nachaba should take over the role as interim Head of State. 
 
Togo has since the beginning of February 2005 witnessed a succession crisis that has 
placed the country in a very fragile and dangerous political situation, which could be 
extended until the Presidential elections envisaged in April. The country has already 
been faced by the manifestations of discontent by the opposition and the civil society. It 
is therefore crucial that ECOWAS and the International community assist the country 
conduct free and transparent elections which could lead to the return of peace and 
stability in the country.  
 
MAURITANIE 
 
The court at Wad Naga delivered on 3 February its verdicts against the almost 200 
accused military personnel and civilians that have been charged with taking part in the 
coup attempts against the regime in June 2003/August and September 2004. Out of the 
195 persons standing trial, 4 got a life imprisonment and 82 were also to accept to 
prison sentences. The remaining 111 persons were acquitted. Among the latter were the 
former Mauritanian President Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla and the opposition 
figures Ahmed Ould Daddah and Cheikh Ould Horma. 
 



III  The Humanitarian situation and response mechanisms 
 
A. Coordination 
 
The humanitarian coordination meeting took place on 24 February 2005. The focus of 
the meeting remained on Togo and the outcome of the DPA mission to Guinea Bissau.  
In regard to Togo, the meeting was advised on the situation in the country. Inter agency 
Contingency plans are being developed under the overall coordination of OCHA and 
assisted by UNICEF to harmonise the political analysis and scenarios should the 
situation deteriorate further. A workshop is envisaged in the beginning of March with the 
inclusion of the UN System and humanitarian partners of Togo, Benin, Ghana and 
Burkina Faso.  
 
Mr. Hervé Ludovic de Lys, Head of the OCHA RSO also briefed the participants on the 
content of the DPA mission to Guinea Bissau. The meeting noted that the focus of the 
mission among others had been on the organisation of the coming Presidential elections 
in the country.  Mr. de Lys also advised on the envisaged Humanitarian Review Mission 
in mid March. 
 
The meeting noted that Mr. Giovanni Bosco, the OCHA Humanitarian Affairs Advisor 
had begun his mission to Guinea Bissau to assist the UNCT develop early warning 
mechanisms and facilitate the development of a contingency plan for the country.   
 
 
B. Protection / Human rights 

• Protection 
 
Mr. Thierno Guéye, the OCHA protection officer begun his service at the OCHA RSO on 
1 February 2005. He has since undertaken a series of visit to the humanitarian agencies 
members of the Regional Protection Initiative to discuss issues relevant to protection, 
identify the gaps of the work undertaken by the group and to advance a protection 
database within the framework of the OCHA RSO web site.  
 



Collaboration with other partners was also initiated, such as the Institute for Human 
Rights and Peace at the University Cheikh Anta Diop of Dakar (IDHP) and the 
Movement Against the Small Weapons in West Africa (MALAO) within the activities 
expected for the month of March.  
 
It is expected that the Regional Protection Initiative in its next meeting on 14 March will 
review the proposed amnesty law envisaged in Guinea Bissau and its possible 
implications for the stability in the region.  
 
The UN Security council have decided to uphold the protection of children in the 
countries engulfed in armed conflicts. In its declaration of 23 February it is stated that it 
will follow the proposition of the UN Secretary General, Mr. Kofi Annan to monitor the 
recruitment of child soldiers and other child rights violations in armed conflicts. The 
Council further work on a resolution co-developed by France and Benin to strengthen 
the protection of children in conflicts. The aim of this resolution is to bring an end to the 
recruitment of child soldiers and to halt other violations and abuses of children affected 
by armed conflicts. The resolution outlines 5 grave violations of international law: killing 
and mutilation of children; recruitment of child soldiers; sexual violence and rape against 
children; attack on schools and hospitals; and abduction of children. 

C. Population movements: 

Since the beginning of the repatriation programme of Liberians in October 2004, 
UNHCR have assisted 7.557 refugees to return to their country. The below table outlines 
the number of refugees and the countries they have returned from2. The repatriation 
programme is still ongoing.  

Country of asylum  No. repatriated 

Ghana 2,066 

Guinea  2,157 

Cote d’Ivoire 351 

                                                 
2 Briefing note HCR Liberia 23 February 



Libye  17 

Nigeria 740 

Sierra Leone 2,226 

Total 7,557 

 
A number of Senegalese families have returned to their village, Mpack in Casamance 
after 12 years in exile. The majority of the persons have been refugees in Guinea 
Bissau. The repatriation has been made possible due to the efforts made by the 
Government and its partners for the reconstruction of the region. 
 
C. Heath / Water / Sanitation 

• 

• 

• 

Meningitis. Some cases of Meningitis have been registered in three health 
districts in Burkina Faso. Specifically in Baie in the south west of the country, 
close to the border of Ghana and Cote d’Ivoire and those of Diebougou also in 
the south west as well as in Po in the south of the country. 
Cholera. 46 persons have been killed and several hundreds have been 
hospitalised in Oyo state, in the south west of Nigeria due to cholera. It is feared 
that an epidemic will spread. In the week prior more than 15 persons died in the 
state of Anambra in the east of the country.  
Polio. The anti vaccination campaign continues in the sub region. In Mali a 
vaccination program targeting more than 3.3 million children began on 25 
February. In Benin a program for 2.3 million children started on 26 February. 

 
D. Food security (status of the desert locust invasion)  

As desert locusts are not present in Mauritania and winter breeding has failed in the 
north, a swarm invasion of Northwest Africa is not, according to FAO, expected this 
summer. Nevertheless, breeding will occur during the spring along the southern side of 
the Atlas Mountains and, consequently, survey and control operations must be 
maintained. A more precise projection of the invasion to West Africa will be available by 
the end of April. Control operations are currently in progress against a few immature 



swarms in southern Senegal, Guinea Bissau and Guinea. Recently, a few swarms 
reached the coast of Guinea near Conakry and crop damage has been reported.  

 

 

swarms adults bands hoppers 
Immature swarms of Desert Locust persist in Northwest Africa. 
Smaller swarms are present in Gambia, southern Senegal and 
Guinea Bissau. Hopper bands are forming near the 
Sudan/Egypt border. 

 
Funding Summary: 
 
As of 23 February 2005, FAO had received US$65 million in cash, to which FAO had 
added US$6.2 million of its own funds. A further US$8.84 million has been pledged but 
not yet received and US$2.07 million is currently being negotiated with donors.  
 
By mid February 2005, 55 % of funds received has been spent or committed.  
 
Out of the balance on cash received = US$32.4 million, US$17.6 million is earmarked 
for the 2005 summer campaign in the Sahelian countries for pesticides, equipment, 
flying hours, training and technical expertise; US$ 5.4 million are earmarked for the 
ongoing control operations in Mauritania; US$ 1.6 million are earmarked for the 
operations in Algeria, Libya. Morocco and Tunisia; About US$ 173.000 are to be used in 
Guinea Bissau, Guinea; About US$193.000 are to be used in the countries of the 



Central region, including Egypt and the Sudan: The available cash balance, includes 
about US$7.1 million technical supervision costs and overheads3. 
 
IV CAP 2005 
 
The CAP addendum has been finalised and forwarded for finalisation at the OCHA 
headquarters. The launch of the 2005 CAP for West Africa is envisaged to take place on 
30 March in Dakar. 
 
Resources mobilised: 
 
Organisation  Initial request Ressources 

mobilised
Deficit % covered

CREAF 93 000 0 93 000 0,0%

FAO 660 000 0 660 000 0,0% 

GPI 541 000 0 541 000 0,0%

IFRC 257 544 0 257 544 0,0%

IOM 1 729 504 0 1 729 504 0,0%

OCHA 3 481 494 250,000 3 231494 7,18%

UNDP 230 500 0 230 500 0,0%

UNESCO 1 265 000 0 1 265 000 0,0%

UNFPA 1 161 500 0 1 161 500  0,0%

UNICEF 8 327 122 0 8 327 122 0,0%

UNODC 615 850 0 615 850 0,0%

WFP 125 094 945 0 125 094 945 0,0%

WHO 8 822 640 0 8 822 640 0,0%

GRAND TOTAL 152 280 099 250 000 152 030 099 0,16%

Summary of request and contribution dated 28 Feb uary 2005. r

                                                

 
 

 
3 The numbers presented were made available by the FAU ECU at the Groupe Thématique DRSA in Dakar, Senegal 
on 17 February 2005. 



V Calendar of events expected in March 2005 : 
 
Date Event Place Structure Contact  
26 Feb. –  
5 March 

Mission to Mali Mali UNOWA/OCHA  

9 March Workshop on 
contingency planning in 
view of the situation in 
Togo 

Cotonou, Benin OCHA kollies@un.org  

11 March Meeting of the Mano 
River union 

Freetown, Liberia UNOWA  

14 March Meeting of the Regional 
Protection Initiative 

Dakar OCHA gueyet@un.org  

21 – 26 
March 

Humanitarian Review 
mission 

Guinea Bissau OCHA  

24 March Humanitarian 
Coordination meeting 

Dakar OCHA   

30 March Launch of the 2005 
West Africa 
Consolidated Appeal 

Dakar OCHA    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information please do not hesitate to contact: 
 
Mme. Ute Kollies, Deputy Head of Office, OCHA Dakar, tel : (221) 867 27 52 e-mail : kollies@un.org  
 
Mme Katy D. Thiam, Information Officer, OCHA Dakar tel : (221) 867 27 54 , e-mail : thiamk@un.org  
 
Mr. Karsten Skovgaard, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA Dakar, tel : (221) 867 27 57, e-mail : skovgaard@un.org 
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