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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Recent rainfall increased moisture levels and benefited planting 
of the winter wheat crop 

 Maize production in 2010 recovered from last year’s low output 
and is estimated at above average levels 

 Prices of main staples have been generally stable since 
January 2010 

Wet weather returned to Uruguay favouring 
planting of the winter wheat crop 

Planting of the winter wheat has recently started in the departments of 
Colonia, Soriano, Río Negro and Paysandú. Although scattered and 
heavier over the central-south and northwest coastal departments, 
generally average rainfall levels in May benefited the planting of the 
crop.  In April, drier weather conditions prevailed over most of the 
country, favouring harvesting of the coarse grains crops. 

The 2010 maize harvest completed with good 
production estimates 

Harvesting of 2010 coarse grains crops was completed in May and 
estimates point to a well above average output mainly due to a 20 
percent increase in maize planted area and favourable weather 
conditions throughout the season. 
 
On the other hand, harvesting of the 2010 rice crop is well advanced in 
the zona Norte Litoral-Oeste, zona Centro and Zona Este. According to 
the official survey conducted at the end of April, the total planted area 
(161 000 hectares) is similar to the previous year but slightly below 
average. This is mainly due to dry spells and erratic rains at the 
beginning of the 2009 winter season which discouraged farmers from 
planting. 

Cereal exports in 2009/10 put at record levels 
Cereal exports in 2009/10 are estimated at about 1.9 million tonnes, 43 
percent more than in 2008/09 and 73 percent up on the average of the 
previous five years. . The Uruguayan government forecast that the 
economy will expand by 4 percent this year, partly driven up by the 
increasing wheat export volumes. 

Prices of staples have been generally stable since 
the beginning of 2010 

At national level, cereal prices remained generally stable for the last 
several months.  
 
In April 2010, price quotations for wheat flour were 6 percent higher 
compared to previous year but almost 15 percent below the levels in 
2008. Retail prices of rice maintained a generally declining trend since 
August 2008. 
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