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Libya in Turmoil: 200,000 flee to neighbouring 
Countries

The uprising in Libya that began 17 February led to a crisis 
which is also affecting neighbouring countries particularly 
Tunisia, Egypt and Niger. The international humanitarian 
community was at the end of February responding in Libya, 
although at a limited scale due to high insecurity, as well as 
across the borders in neighbouring countries in support of the 
governments.  Around 200,000 people, mainly male migrant 
workers, had fled the country by the end of February.

The United Nations Under-Secretary-General and Emergency 
Relief Coordinator Valerie Amos on 2 March allocated US$5 
million dollars from the Central Emergency Response Fund 
(CERF) to kick-start emergency efforts in the region. The funds 
will primarily go towards immediately scaling up humanitarian 
operations along the Libyan-Tunisian border and serve as an 
initial injection of funds in the 3-months Flash Appeal published 
7 March. In addition, Mr. Rashid Khalikov, currently Director in 
OCHA, Geneva, has been appointed Humanitarian Coordinator 
for Libya.

Joint assessment teams were deployed to the Egypt-Libya 
border, inside eastern Libya and in Tunisia while UN agencies 
and NGOs were mobilizing staff, assets and funds for the 
response. The informal Libya Crisis Network was activated at the 
regional level for coordination of the response. The authorities 
in Egypt and Tunisia, themselves facing challenges due to 
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Migrant workers fleeing Libya across the western border to Tunisia. 
Photo: UNHCR.

recent political turmoil, kept their borders open and responded 
exemplary to the influx of both nationals and foreigners to their 
countries. Private individuals were also involved in helping the 
people who had crossed the borders. 

At the time of writing, the exact humanitarian needs in Libya, 
particularly in the west, were unknown but agencies were 
preparing. A dedicated website for the response has been 
established on: http://northafrica.humanitarianresponse.info/

Humanitarian Fall-out of Turmoil in Egypt  

The popular uprising that started in Egypt on 25 January 
2011 resulted in over 300 deaths and thousands of injuries. 
To help Egypt cope with the humanitarian fall-out of the 
sporadic violence that happened during the demonstrations 
mainly in Cairo, the International Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent (IFRC) supported Egypt’s National Society 
in delivering immediate assistance to those injured during 
the demonstrations. This operation aimed mainly to cover the 
urgent medical needs of the wounded, injured and otherwise 
affected by the demonstrations and will be completed by 11 
June.

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), together 
with the Egyptian Red Crescent, distributed surgical and other 
medical supplies to 12 hospitals in the greater Cairo area 
where most of the casualties were admitted for treatment. The 
supplies were sufficient to treat up to 1,000 severely wounded 
patients. In addition, bandages and dressing materials to treat 
5,000 casualties were given to the Egyptian Red Crescent. 

The World Food Programme (WFP) also prepared to respond, 
through a scaling up of its existing programmes, for a possible 
increase in food needs of the most vulnerable in the medium 
term.



Humanitarian Update January-February 2011

OFFICE FOR THE COORDINATION OF HUMANITARIAN AFFAIRS - OCHA

P.O.Box 1182, Maadi, United Nations OCHA ROMENACA, Phone: (+20) 2-751 5016, Fax:  (+20) 2-751 0125 • http://ochaonline.un.org/romenaca 2

Amos lauds Qatar’s international humanitarian Role

United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian 
Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator Valerie Amos 
commended Qatar for its important role in international 
humanitarian affairs during a visit to the Gulf state on 20 
February.

Emergency Relief Coordinator Valerie Amos: “We share a determination 
to improve the lives of people affected by humanitarian disasters”. 
Photo: UN

“We share a determination to improve the lives of people 
affected by humanitarian disasters around the world. This visit 
is about deepening and strengthening the partnership between 
Qatar, the UN’s humanitarian office OCHA, and the wider 
humanitarian community,” Ms. Amos said at the end of her first 
visit to the Gulf region as Emergency Relief Coordinator.

During the visit, Ms. Amos met with H.E. Sheikh Hamad bin 
Jassim bin Jabr Al-Thani, Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Qatar, and a range of other senior Government 
ministers and officials. In addition, she met with a range of 
civil society organizations to further enhance collaboration 
and capacity building.

Rising Food Prices hit Kyrgyz Republic hard 

People in the Kyrgyz Republic are finding it increasingly 
difficult to afford their own food. Over the past year, food 
prices have soared somewhere between 40 and 54 per cent 
(WFP, World Bank) and the vulnerable poor cannot dig deeper 
in already empty pockets. 

The Kyrgyz Republic is one of the poorest Central Asian nations 
and among the most severely affected by the global increase 
in food prices. In January 2011, for example, the World Bank 
and the Famine Early Warning System (FEWS NET) found that 
the highest price for wheat flour in Central Asia was in Osh in 
the south of the country bordering Uzbekistan.

 Osh is still recovering from the devastating effects of the 
large-scale violence and destruction that swept through Osh 
and Jalalabad last summer and which dramatically increased 
overall food prices. 

WFP therefore continues to provide food assistance to the 
conflict-affected population in Osh and Jalalabad. Every six 
weeks a full food basket is distributed to beneficiaries selected 
on the basis of their vulnerability to food shortages. Among 
them are those still struggling to rebuild their livelihoods 
after last year’s unrest and low-income households with 
small children. Nearly 8,500 metric tons of food have been 
distributed by WFP since June 2010. 

However, the increase in food prices is felt all over the Kyrgyz 
Republic and most painfully by the rural poor. A severely 
food deficient country, the mountainous republic depends 
on the import of staple foods, mainly from Kazakhstan and 
the Russian Federation. Consumer prices have risen steeply 
because of the wheat export ban by Russia (still in effect), 
failed harvests in the Black Sea region, export restrictions 
by Kazakhstan, and as a direct result of political instability. 
Border closures in the wake of the April and June crises and 
the disruption of the agricultural cycle has also led to higher 
prices for agricultural inputs such as fuel and fertilizers.   

The Kyrgyz government has initiated steps to address the 
worsening food security situation but outside assistance to 
farmers and rural communities is needed to help them grow 
enough food on their own and become less dependent on 
the import of food at increased global market prices. WFP 
is appealing for donor contributions to continue assisting 
the most vulnerable through the current winter and lean 
spring season and to increase the number of already running 
projects - designed in coordination with the government - to 
tackle the root causes of food insecurity.

WFP launches Emergency Food Initiative in Yemen 

Well over seven million Yemenis – 31.5 percent of the total 
population of 21 million – are food insecure, the World Food 
Programme’s Comprehensive Food Security Survey found 
last year. 

In response to these alarming findings, WFP on January 
1, 2011 launched a new initiative titled Emergency Food 
Security and Nutrition Support to the Vulnerable Population 
in Yemen which targets more than 2.5 million people. 
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The programme has three elements: a nutrition component 
which aims to prevent and address acute malnutrition through 
supplementary feeding for children under five years of age 
and pregnant and lactating women; an emergency food safety 
net which will complement the national safety net by providing 
take-home food rations to the most vulnerable households (this 
will ensure that people have access to enough food during 
the hunger season from May to October); and a component 
of rehabilitation of agricultural and public assets to improve 
households’ access to food. 

The operation is planned to benefit 682,000 children, 88,000 
pregnant and lactating women, and over 1.8 million food 
insecure Yemenis over the next two years. 

The estimated cost of the two-year operation is US$77 
million. With just under $10 million in funding secured thus 
far, WFP is requesting additional contributions from the donor 
community. 

Chronic poverty in Yemen has been compounded by the 
recent sharp increases in food commodity prices which add to 
a range of other challenges facing the country.

Pakistan Floods: Images of Survival

The 42 striking photos went on display in the National Art 
Gallery in Islamabad at the six-month mark of the disaster 
and attracted hundreds of visitors. The exhibition also turned 
out to be an incentive for some humanitarian workers. 
“Seeing these pictures made me realize that I have to work 
even harder to help the flood-affected population to rebuild 
their lives,” said Rosemary Willey Al’Sanah, Head of OCHA’s 
sub-office in Peshawar. 

United Nations Agencies, Red Cross/Red Crescent and 
several NGOs submitted more than 200 photographs showing 
the magnitude of the flooding, the development of the flood 
emergency over a period of six months, and how people are 
coping and living in the aftermath of the floods. 

The exhibition will travel to Geneva and then Lahore and 
Karachi later this year.

Disaster Strategy for the Arab Region adopted

In late December 2010, countries from the Arab region adopted 
the landmark “Arab Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction 
2020” that aims at reducing the loss of life and economic and 
social assets, as well as protecting the environment, in the 
event of a disaster.

The League of Arab States through its Council of Arab 
Ministers Responsible for the Environment (CAMRE) led the 
development of the strategy in collaboration with the United 
Nations’ International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) 
Regional Office for Arab States. A range of regional technical 
institutes, UN agencies, the World Bank, IFRC and civil 
society networks also contributed to the report. Arab Heads 
of States welcomed and endorsed the Strategy in January 
2011 in recognition of the increasing risk and frequency of 
disasters that challenge the process of development in the 
region.

The development of a detailed programme of action for the 
implementation of the strategy’s priorities has now begun. 
The strategy in Arabic and English can be downloaded from: 
http://www.unisdr.org/news/v.php?id=17934  

Aid Workers trained in UAE

The United Arab Emirates’ Office for the Coordination of 
Foreign Aid (OCFA) held a nine-day training workshop from 
17-24 January in Abu Dhabi focusing on “training of trainers” 
in Minimum Standards in Humanitarian Response”.

Under the patronage of HH Sheikh Hamdan Bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Ruler’s Representative in the Western Region of 

Children are running through a camp for displaced families while laughing 
and playing, despite the hardship they are experiencing in the aftermath of 
the floods. They are hopeful to return to their homes and schools in Sindh 
Province soon.Photo: Stacey Winston/OCHA

Almost 2,000 people died and 18 million were affected when 
unprecedented amounts of rain inundated Pakistan last 
August with devastating effect. Pakistan has since faced 
the huge challenge of rebuilding the country in the wake of 
the disaster and the humanitarian situation remains dire as 
people are struggling to get back on their feet. 

To honour the courage and strength of the survivors, the 
humanitarian community in Pakistan collected photographs 
depicting the plight, but also the bravery and hope of the 
people. 
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Abu Dhabi and President of OCFA, the workshop aimed at 
building capacities of Emirati humanitarian workers to better 
deliver emergency relief programmes worldwide. The training 
was designed for Emirati trainers who will now be in a position 
to pass on their knowledge to the next generation of aid 
workers.

The workshop was led by trainers certified by the Sphere project, 
a unique voluntary initiative reflecting the collective know-
how and shared experience of a broad array of humanitarian 
actors. The Sphere project is dedicated to improving the quality 
of assistance to people affected by disaster and improving the 
accountability of those who deliver the aid.

The group of new trainees included representatives from 
several government sectors including the UAE Red Crescent 
Society, Department of Islamic Affairs and Charitable Activities, 
National Crisis and Emergency Management Authority, UAE 
Armed Forces, the Office of HH the Ruler’s Representative in 
the Western Region, Dubai Police, Abu Dhabi Health Services 
Company (SEHA), Ministry of Interior, General Directorate of 
Abu Dhabi Police, Vital Facilities Protection Directorate and 
Dubai Charity Association.

Syria: 3.7 million may be Food Insecure

UN Rapporteur on the Right to Food, Oliver de Schutter, in a 
27 January report estimated the number of people who may be 
food insecure in Syria at 3.7 million.

An index of food vulnerability by Nomura, a Japanese 
investment house, has also found that on average 47.9 percent 
of household income is spent on food in Syria. Food prices have 
been rising and at the same time some subsidies, such as on 
fuel, have decreased. This means that even small variation in 
prices can have a great impact on the ability to purchase food.

This should be seen against a backdrop of widespread and 
severe poverty. In 2005, a UN report found that 30 percent of 
Syrians lived below the poverty line, and of these, 11.4 percent 
below the subsistence level.

In the north-eastern region drought had resulted in significant 
losses particularly in the governorates of Al Hasakah, Dayr Az 
Zawr and Al Raqqah. In January, the World Food Programme 
(WFP) and government emergency drought response was 
extended until May after the UN found food insecurity was an 
enduring problem.

For more information, please contact:
Jens Laerke, OCHA, 0020195 558 662,
laerke@un.org

To address the problem, payments have been made from a 
new fund designed to help 420,000 vulnerable families set 
up by the Syrian Government. The National Social Aid Fund 
was established in January and made its first payments on 
13 February.

The government has also reduced duties on a range 
of basic foodstuffs including rice, tea, powdered milk, 
coffee and bananas and it has lowered taxes on 
vegetable oil, margarine, unroasted coffee and sugar. In 
addition, the government announced a 72 percent rise 
in heating fuel subsidies for public sector employees. 
Adapted from IRIN 22 February


