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SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS 

• West Africa: Cholera continues in Guinea-Bissau, under control in rest of the  region 
• Guinea: Yellow fever reported in Guinea 
• West Africa: Thousands affected by natural disasters across region 
• Niger-Burkina Faso:  US $ 4 million from CERF 

U N I T E D   N A T I O N S N A T I O N S   U N I E S 
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1- HUMANITARIAN SITUATION 
 
1.1 Food security and nutrition 
 
Regional overview 
The international food crisis and its impact on West Region can not be overstated. The FAO 
deems that it will require monitoring the nutrition situation through current and ad-hoc 
evaluations. There is a wide array of indicators, attesting of the hardships the most vulnerable  
populations are facing:  

• The price of imported cereals has peaked to a price level of 400 FCFA/kilo, as 
the price has doubled from the previous years. 

• The price of a 100kg of millet, a staple food in the region, has steadily increased 
over the past 14 months, reaching over 20,000 FCFA (about 50 dollars) on the 
markets in Niger’s capital Niamey and Burkina Faso’s capital Ouagadougou; it is 
slightly lower- 15,000- in Bamako, the Malian capital. 

• In Ivorian capital Abidjan, the price of corn has substantially spiked up to over 
300 FCFA per kilo, while a month ago, it hovered around less from 250 
francs/kilo 

• The price of millet on the local market of Tilène in Senegal’s capital Dakar is 
around 200 FCFA since the beginning of year, substantially higher than the last 
four year average 

 
In an assessment of the situation; the FAO also recommends, among other things, a wide 
implication into the crop assessment scheduled for the month of October in order to answer a 
fundamental question of whether an increase in supply will lower prices; it also recommends 
sustained advocacy against remaining obstacles to commerce, such as the de jure or de facto trade 
restrictions that were imposed in late 2007. 
 
1.2 Protection and population movements 
 
Nigeria: Bakassi population movement continues 
Population movement from the Bakassi Peninsula has accelerated over the past few weeks, 
following the decision on the International Court of Justice (ICJ) to cede the peninsula to 
Cameroon on 14 August 2008. Nigeria and Cameroon had been locked in a territorial dispute 
over the oil-rich peninsula. A rapid increase in the number of returnees was reported dating back 
to June 2008. The large influx of returnees required the establishment of a transit camp in 
Calabar, in Cross River State.  
 
According to IFRC, “the site is now empty and the returnees have dispersed. The returnees within 
the state appear to have integrated into local communities.” IFRC also described a similar 
situation in Akwa Ibom State where most of the returnees have been accommodated within the 
host communities. However, the assessment team in Akwa Ibom State visited two returnee sites 
in disused schools living in very poor conditions. 
 
There is no reliable information on the impact of this process of integration on the host 
communities. However, it is reasonable to anticipate that existing local resources will, in the 
medium term, be overstretched existing resources, and in some cases competition between 
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returnees and host communities may ensue. IFRC noted apparent tensions between the returnees 
and the host communities. 
 
1.3 Health  

Guinea Bissau: cholera epidemics is still out of control 
After 3 months of emergency disease control activities, the epidemic is not yet under control. The 
number of cases per week has been on the rise in September, with over 9800 reported cases and 
178 deaths as of 1 October 2008.  Cases have been reported in all 11 districts of the country. 
UNICEF signed on 22 September a cooperation agreement with Medecins du Monde (Doctors of 
the World) Portugal to support response activities in Biombo, one of the most affected regions.  
 
Nadel, a local NGO supported by OXFAM USA, has started its cholera prevention activities 
through a public information campaign in places such as markets, bus stations, ports, in Bissau 
town. The campaign also includes the distribution of bleach mass for the disinfection of drinking 
water.  
 
Niger: cholera outbreak is decreasing 
Since the beginning of the year, 778 cases with 63 deaths have been recorded. 199 cases were 
recorded between 8 and 27 September with 8 deaths, mainly in Tahoua area (Konni and Keita 
districts). Lack of sensitization, hygiene and late medical recourse would explain high lethality 
rates in Konni (4,87%) and Keita (3,2%).  
 
The General Director of Public Health met with the United Nations and NGOs on 24 September 
to coordinate the response. A cholera kit for 700 cases was sent by HAC/ Geneva to support the 
Tahoua medical area.With the support of MSF-E and MPD in the medical district of Konni, and 
Doctors of the World (MDM) in the medical district of Keita, the epidemic has been controlled. 
 
Benin, Mali, Senegal: cholera outbreak is under control 
In Benin, the cholera epidemic is also under control with a continuous decrease of reported cases. 
Between 15 and 21 September, 527 cases and 2 deaths were notified in the country. Two new 
areas were identified in Malanville (81 cases) and Karimama (11 cases).  
 
In Mali, 15 suspected cases and 2 deaths were reported in Kayes area. The contamination source 
is most likely coming from the Senegal River used for domestic and drinking water. The health 
ministry is reportedly monitoring the situation.  
 
In Senegal, 129 cholera cases and 2 deaths were reported. However, the situation is under control 
by the medical authorities. 
 
Yellow Fever 
2 confirmed cases of yellow fever were confirmed in the eastern part of Guinea, meaning that it is 
an epidemic. According to international health standards, an epidemic is declared when one case 
is confirmed, from a minimum of 2 reported cases.  The disease is endemic in the country which 
every year struggles to mitigate its impact. 
 
1.4 Natural disasters  
 
Senegal 
On 3 September, the Government of Senegal activated the Emergency Response Plan (ORSEC) 
to respond to the floods nationwide. In parallel, it announced the disbursement of FCFA 400 
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million (over USD884, 000) to assist flood victims in the outskirts of Dakar. The funds will be 
used to repair motor-pumps, buy fuel, and clean up the gutters to evacuate waters. 
 
According to the government, 266,460 people are affected by floods in 26,612 compounds 
located in 297 neighborhoods in the capital Dakar, after heavy rains of August and September. 
The government also plans to relocate populations living in flood-prone areas, and established a 
national emergency response fund. 
 
Sierra Leone 
Over 10,000 people were affected by floods in Freetown and at least one person was killed in a 
rockfall after heavy rains. According to the Disaster Management Department (DMD) of Sierra 
Leone, a bridge partially collapsed, some 30 houses were completely or partially destroyed. A 
WFP assessment revealed that 10,000 people were displaced after the rain but many have joined 
their homes since then. On 16 September, the DMD requested OCHA’s assistance to access 
emergency funds to assist an estimate 10,200 people in Kroo Bay.  
 
On 19 September 2008, the entire Koidu Township in the northeastern Kono district was stricken 
by whirl wind which caused important damage.  Some 2,060 people were affected by the wind, 
620 houses and 9 schools were totally or partially destroyed. The natural disaster also caused 3 
deaths. OCHA deployed a staff in Sierra Leone and the situation is being closely monitored. 
 
Ghana 
In early September, following torrential rains and the regulated spillage of the Bagre dam, there is 
still flooding of most communities in the Northern Region, the Upper West and the Upper East of 
Ghana. The UN Resident Coordinator underlined that the National Contingency Plan is badly 
needed and it should be completed soon and circulated. 
 
Togo 
Early September, due to receding rain waters and in preparation of the new school year, the 
Government of Togo closed down six of the flood victims hosting sites. These sites are the 
schools of Togblekopé, Kélégougan, Atiegou, Adakpamé, Adamavo and Baguida. The authorities 
distributed departure kits to flood affected people and began the disinfection of schools. 
 
100 tents and 15 bladders have arrived in Lome from the UN’s humanitarian depot in the Italian 
town of Brindisi. These non-food items will be officially handed over to the Togolese 
government. 
 
Burkina Faso 
As of 15 September, 10 people died and 19 others were injured by floods, violent winds and 
house collapses, according to the National Committee for Emergency. In total 15,752 were 
affected by the weather conditions. 
 
Mali 
Floods were recorded in the Koulikoro region in mid-September. 57 houses collapsed and 1,200 
people were affected by the disaster. About 100 wells were submerged and 108 hectares of millet 
fields were devasta ted. The civil protection department has distributed food and non-food items in 
support. 
 
Niger 
On 28 September, the national early warning system (SAP) listed 38,873 people as flood victims. 
A total of 440 hectares of farm had been flooded. Needs in food and non-food ítems are yet to be 
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met in order to assist the population as well as 94.8 million FCFA for the rehabilitation of houses 
and 288.5 for the repair of agricultural infrastructures.  
 
2- SOCIO-POLITICAL AND SECURITY SITUATION 
 
Mauritania: 11 soldiers and their civilian guide killed by alleged terrorist group 
Alleged terrorist attacks on 14 September in Tourine in the northeast killed 11 soldiers and their 
civilian guide. The area is a dangerous strategic zone that is a lawless, breeding ground for illicit 
trafficking and clandestine migration onward to Europe. The Algeria -based extremist Islamist 
group, Al-Qaeda of the Islamic Maghreb, has claimed responsibility for the attack. The same 
group also claimed responsibility for an alleged 2005 attack in the northeast that reportedly 
claimed more than one dozen lives, as well as the December 2007 murders of four French tourists 
in Nouakchott. 
 
On September 20, the African Union gave a ten-day ultimatum to the junta to re-establish a 
constitutional legal basis to rule the country and threatened to give individual and collective 
sanctions. In condemnation of the 6 August military takeover, the European Union, US 
government and World Bank have suspended, or threaten to cut, more than US$500 million in 
non-humanitarian aid. In a country that imports about 70 percent of its food, and where the UN 
estimates more than one million suffer from chronic malnutrition, some donors fear an extended 
embargo on development aid may hit not only the power-grabbing military, but also civilians. 
 
 
3- RESOURCE MOBILIZATION  
 
CAP 2009 
The 2009 West Africa Consolidated Appeals Process (CAP) started with a preparatory workshop 
on 10-11September. CAP workshops bring together diverse humanitarian partners to debate 
openly and critically the humanitarian response and coordination mechanisms, with the aim of 
learning lessons and improving response and accountability. The 2009 CAP focuses on the 
humanitarian consequences of the soaring food prices in the region, identifying priorities and 
building scenarios for the coming year. 
 
The Common Humanitarian Action Plan (CHAP) has been drafted and is currently circulating 
among partners for comments. The final field draft and projects will be sent to Geneva CAP 
section on October 27. 
 
As for Cote d’Ivoire, the Inter-Agency Humanitarian Coordination Committee (IAHCC) has 
decided to review the CHAP. It will issue a common humanitarian gaps articulated around IDP 
assistance in the western part of the country and support to food security and nutrition in the 
north. 
 
Niger, Burkina Faso:  Humanitarian funding approved 
The requests for the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) for Niger were approved on 22 
September for a total amount of nearly US$. 2.000.000. They will be assigned to FAO for 
assistance to vulnerable households affected by high food prices with 760.000 US$, UNICEF for 
Emergency nutrition programmes with 98.800 US$, to WFP for scaling up nutrition activities in 
Zinder region with 840.000 US$ and for UNHAS air transport services in Niger and within the 
region with US$.300.000. Burkina Faso has also been allocated US $ 2.000.000 from the CERF. 
The money will be disbursed to FAO, UNICEF and WFP.  
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West Africa 2008 CAP funded at 57% 
The West Africa 2008 Consolidated Appeal Process (CAP), launched on 18 December 2007 was 
revised in the course of June 2008. The United Nations and partners are appealing for over 
US$464 million in order to meet the needs identified in West Africa in 2008. As of 9 October, the 
CAP has received 57% of the required funding.   

 
Table of 2008 CAP funding by theme (as of 8 September 2008) 

 Themes Requests in  
US $  

Funding in  US 
$  % 

Food security and Nutrition  233,281,489  
 

133,486,335  57% 

Health Emergencies  22,073,914 1,724,727 8% 

Protection and Population Movements  169,838,581 115,006,653  68% 

Natural Disaster preparedness 2,828,800 0 0% 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene  (WASH) 10,449,280  4,226,336 40%  

Cross thematic/coordination 24,510 ;853  7,738,064 32% 

Theme not yet specified 1,882,665  
 

4,710,970  250% 

Overall Total: 464,865,582 
  

266,893,085  57% 

 
 
For further information on the humanitarian situation in West Africa and to consult other reports on the humanitarian 
situation in the region: http://ochaonline.un.org/westafrica 
 
To be informed daily about the humanitarian situation by mail, please get connected to IRIN : www.irinnews.org  
 
To be included in or excluded from the distribution list of the Report on the Humanitarian Situation in West Africa, or 
to contribute to the next monthly report, please contact Mr. Ndiaga Seck at: seckn@un.org or Mr yvon Edoumou at 
edoumou@un.org 
 

NB: OCHA does not necessary share the views expressed in this document. OCHA does not guarantee the accuracy of 
the reports mentioned in the document.  

 
 


