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HIGHLIGHTS 
• El Niño-related rainfall affects 

more than 1.2 million people. 

• A series of “provoked” forest 

fires burn an unprecedented 

600,000 hectares in Chile. 

• Some 1.4 million people were 

affected by disasters in the first 

quarter of 2017. The floods in 

Peru affected more than 1.2 

million people. 1 

• OCHA designates a Protection 

Specialist to address violence 

and migration in Central 

America’s Northern Triangle.   

 

AFFECTED 
PEOPLE 

Floods 1,136,470 
Forest fires 7,576 
Cold wave 6,052 
Epidemics 1,987 
Total 1,154,085 
  

 

FINANCING 

$330.1 million 
Requested for Haiti ($291.5 
M, 15% covered) and Peru 
($38.3 M, 1% covered). 

 
 
1Source: Compiled from reports from national 
authorities published by OCHA ROLAC 
 
 
 
 
Note: Statistics are taken from official reports. 
However, this does not imply approval by the 
UN or Member States as final numbers. The 
statistics are for reference. If you require more 
details, please contact the national authorities. 

Over a million people affected by heavy rainfall 
in South America 
Since December 2016, heavy seasonal rains have relentlessly fallen 
throughout Colombia, Ecuador and Peru, triggering deadly floods and 
landslides that have affected more than 1 million people in Peru and 
thousands in Colombia and Ecuador. The United Nations launched an 
appeal for Peru for US$38.3 million to assist 320,000 people. 
Heavy rainfall has wreaked havoc in several communities across Colombia, Ecuador and 
Peru. Thousands of people are now displaced and living in shelters, vital roadways are 
damaged, and communities are now inaccessible, which exacerbates existing health and 
sanitation vulnerabilities. 

Peru 
Some 171,300 people across the country 
have lost their homes and now have 
needs in food security, protection, and 
water and sanitation. Some 46,700 
people are living in 182 official temporary 
shelters. 
First-response efforts included extracting 
water with water pumps and clearing 
roadways. Accessing many rural areas 
was difficult, as landslides destroyed more 
than 2,500 km of highway and made 
6,100 km impassable. More than 304 
bridges were destroyed, with another 507 
severely damaged. Almost 1,960 schools 
are damaged and 169 have either 
collapsed or are destroyed. 
Schools and communities exposed to prolonged periods of stagnant rain, flood water and 
collapsed drainage systems were fumigated to address the heightened threat of dengue, 
chikungunya, Zika and leptospirosis. Reported cases of these diseases in the affected 
areas have already risen by 83.4 per cent compared with last year. 
Several areas are coping with thousands of hectares of affected or lost farmland and 
crops. La Libertad was one of the most affected regions, with more than 26,000 hectares 
of farmland affected or lost. 
A United Nations Disaster and Assessment (UNDAC) team was deployed to Peru for 
nearly a month to support response efforts. 

 
After a dry period, the rains in Peru earlier this year caused 
landslides and mud avalanches that destroyed everything in 
their path. Authorities responded to the emergency. 
Photo/INDECI. 
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The regional governments continue to lead local response efforts with support at the 
national level, as coordinated by the National Civil Defence Institute (INDECI) and the 
participation of State sectors.   
INDECI has announced the implementation of an Immediate Food Assistance Plan, 
which aims to reach approximately 100,000 affected people and provide 1,000 to 1,200 
metric tons (mt) of food for the next three to four weeks. 
The Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) has provided humanitarian assistance—including 
food, water, clothing, hygiene essentials and cooking utensils—to some 24,000 affected 
people in five regions.  

Colombia 
On 1 April, the Mocoa, 
Mulato and Sangoyaco 
rivers overflowed, triggering 
a massive avalanche that 
destroyed six 
neighbourhoods in 
Putumayo and affected 
another 36 neighbourhoods. 
To date, there are more than 
300 people dead, 100 
missing and at least 700 
families in temporary 
shelters. 
On 18 April, Manizales 
suffered landslides that left 
at least 17 people dead, 66 
people missing and caused 
more than 400 homes to be 
evacuated. 
Between Manizales and Mocoa, thousands of people are still searching for help in 
restoring their lives and homes. 
Thirty-nine mt of humanitarian aid have been distributed to people in shelters and host 
families across Mocoa. Water and sanitation are now priority needs due to the disruption 
to Mocoa’s supply of fresh drinking water. 
Authorities in Manizales are still evaluating the extent of damages and needs, although 
they have activated their contingency plans. 
More than 12,500 students in Mocoa have been affected by the suspension of school 
services. Twelve schools in Manizales were suspended until 20 April while authorities 
assessed damages. 
In Manizales and Mocoa, the National Disaster Risk Management Unit is leading national 
response and support in coordination with the municipal authorities. It has not requested 
international aid. 

Ecuador 
Since early 2017, Ecuador’s rainy season has gradually affected more than 141,000 
people. Thirty-four people died, 1,900 are without homes and 2,300 people have been 
evacuated. Thirty-six temporary shelters have been activated to house displaced people. 
At present, 75 per cent of the affected people and 80 per cent of the affected homes are 
located within Guayas and Manabí Provinces. Manabí is still recovering from the April 
2016 earthquake that affected coastal Ecuadorian communities. 
The Government of Ecuador has declared a nationwide state of emergency in order to 
provide immediate humanitarian aid. 
As well as damaging property and livelihoods, the flooding and landslides have affected 
recovery, as more than 100 km of the national road network and transportation 

 
Electricity has been restored in most of Mocoa, but some 60,000 people in rural 
areas are still without service. Gas, energy and water utilities in Manizales have 
been suspended as a preventive measure, leaving some 2,200 people across 
10 neighbourhoods without access to basic utilities until further notice. 
Photo/UNGRD 

In Colombia, the HCT 
has been actively 
involved in the response 
in Mocoa, working with 
the different clusters to 
activate their response 
plans and provide 
information management 
support at the national 
level and on the ground. 
It is also monitoring the 
situation in Manizales 
while the Manizales 
Disaster Risk 
Management Unit 
finishes its evaluation. 



 Humanitarian Bulletin | Latin America and the Caribbean | 3 
 
 

 

www.unocha.org/rolac | www.unocha.org 
United Nations – Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives 

infrastructure are damaged. The delivery of food kits, cleaning and hygiene kits, sleeping 
kits, kitchen kits and water to affected communities is ongoing. 
All humanitarian response has been carried out by the relevant national authorities, 
spearheaded by the coordination of the National Secretariat for Risk Management. There 
has not been a request for international aid. 
The HCT is monitoring the situation and remains at the disposal of the Government of 
Ecuador should it request help. Plan International Ecuador has delivered more than 300 
food kits and 1,400 hygiene kits to Guayas, Los Ríos, Manabí and Santa Elena 
Provinces. The Adventist Development and Relief Agency and the Ecuadorian Red Cross 
have also assisted hundreds of families with food kits, hygiene kits and cleaning kits in 
those provinces. 
For more information, visit: www.redhum.org/emergencia 

Chile fights worst forest fires in its history 
The fires left 11 people dead, including seven response workers. Some 2,113 
houses were damaged. Between 400 and 1,000 people required emergency shelter. 
A total of 7,137 people were affected. 
The most serious forest fires in Chile’s 
history broke out in early 2017.  
Authorities declared a red alert in the 
Araucanía, Biobío, Maule, 
Metropolitana and O’Higgins regions. 
Following a request for assistance to 
the international community, a State of 
Constitutional Exception was also 
declared. 
The fires affected an unprecedented 
600,000 hectares of land dedicated to 
different uses. Forest plantations were 
the most affected at 57.2 per cent, 
followed by bush and scrubland areas 
at 21.8 per cent, native forest at 18.3 
per cent, soil for agricultural use at 2.5 per cent, and city and industrial-use land at 0.2 per 
cent. Water and sanitation infrastructure was also damaged. Evaluations are ongoing. 
At the request of the National Office for Emergencies of the Ministry of the Interior 
(ONEMI), OCHA has deployed an UNDAC team to Chile. The team consists of 10 
disaster evaluation and coordination specialists to support Government and United 
Nations emergency response action. 
The livelihoods of farmers who worked in the destroyed forest could be recovered within 
an estimated six to eight years, depending on recovery policy. 
Authorities have determined that the fires were provoked.  Following formal investigations 
into the origins of the fires, forty-three people have been detained. 
For more information, visit: www.redhum.org/emergencia 
 

More than 1.4 million people affected by 
disasters between January and March 2017 
With more than 1.2 million people affected by mass flooding, Peru represents 86 
per cent of the regional tally of affected people. 
Floods, forest fires, extreme cold and a yellow fever outbreak were the main disasters 
during the first three months of 2017. Additionally, 192,595 people were affected by 
chikungunya (12,977), dengue (133,186) and Zika (46,432). 

 
Several countries sent response teams to support Chilean fire 
extinction specialists.  OCHA deployed an UNDAC team for 
coordination support. 
Photo:  Marcos Vazquez/soyconcepcion 

The origin of the fires 
was provoked. Forty-
three people have been 
detained following the 
ensuing investigations. 

http://www.redhum.org/emergencia
http://www.redhum.org/emergencia
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Other registered emergencies included the yellow fever outbreak in Brazil, to which the 
national authorities immediately sent vaccines to the affected zones, and the cold-
temperature season in Guatemala, which began at the end of 2016 and extended through 
early 2017, affecting 6,052 people. 
 

Disasters in 2017 – Latin America and the Caribbean 
Type of disaster and people affected (January – March) 

  
From January to March 2017, 11 disasters were registered throughout 7 countries in the region. Floods continue to be the principal emergency 
regarding the number of affected people. During the same period of 2016, the number of affected people exceeded 3 million, primarily due to the 
drought in Central America. 
 
 

Violence in the Northern Triangle of Central 
America 
According to the World Health Organization, the scale and scope of violence in 
Latin America is approaching crisis levels. 
The presence of gangs and organized crime has had a devastating humanitarian impact 
in the region, reflected in the proportionally higher homicide rates relative to the global 
average. In the past five years, violence and criminality in Latin America have increased 
in intensity, volume and geographical spread with enormous consequences. 
El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras, referred to as the Northern Triangle of Central 
America (NTCA), have seen death rates several times higher than those registered in 
past conflicts that required significant humanitarian action. 
  

 El Salvador: Participation in gang activity accounts for 15,120 cases 
of school dropout 
An estimated 50 per cent of educational centres are located in zones with 
high levels of criminality or gang influence. 
(2016, Ministry of Education) 

 Honduras: Some 460 educational centres are closed 
Due to extortions and threats, some schools in Honduras have not yet 
opened in 2017. 
(2017, National Antiextortion Force (FNA) from the Diario El Heraldo 27Feb. 2017) 

 Honduras: Seven murders per month in public-transport vehicles 
There were 28 murders in public-transport vehicles in 2015. As of 
September 2016, there were 63 reported murders. 
 (Observatorio de la Violencia de la Universidad Nacional Autónoma de Honduras) 

The high level of violence has given way to forced internal displacement, extortion, an 
increase in school dropout cases, sexual violence, and migration of unaccompanied 
children. Limited education and access to the health-care system, economic hardship and 
social unrest are significant challenges that require deeper engagement from 
Governments and other stakeholders. 
 

Migration in Latin 
America and the 
Caribbean is linked to 
high levels of poverty 
and inequality, social 
conflicts, drug trafficking 
and widespread 
violence. The political 
situation in some 
countries also forces 
many people to leave 
their home country. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Humanitarian Bulletin | Latin America and the Caribbean | 5 
 
 

 

www.unocha.org/rolac | www.unocha.org 
United Nations – Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives 

OCHA provides resources to support the ongoing situation 
OCHA leads an inter-agency Protection Capacity (ProCap) project in Central America. A 
Protection Officer based in Panama works with the United Nations Development Group 
Latin American and Caribbean Working Group on protection, per global Inter-Agency 
Standing Committee policy on the application of collaborative response to displacement 
caused by violence. 
This project works closely with agencies with a protection mandate at regional and sub-
regional levels to support NTCA countries. It aims to build and strengthen protection 
capacity at the national level and contribute to the development of a regional strategy and 
promotional activities. 
The ProCap project is fundamentally centred on the protection of internally displaced 
persons and other affected populations in situations of internal displacement in complex 
emergencies. However, a large part of the orientation offered is equally valid for cases of 
natural disasters where protection risks are also frequently observed. 
The project is primarily geared towards the staff of international organizations and State 
institutions who operate mainly in the field in response to internal displacement. They 
include human rights and protection personnel, but also humanitarian and development 
cooperation workers in general. 
For more information, visit: ProCap & Global Protection Cluster 

New toolkit for improved gender approach in 
emergencies available on Redhum.org  
Redhum.org’s newest section is an inter-agency initiative 
During disasters and emergencies, an inclusive gender perspective is vital to ensure that 
all sectors of the population, particularly women, participate in humanitarian response 
processes, diagnostics and decision-making. 
OCHA’s Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean invites all partners and 
counterparts to visit the new section on Redhum.org dedicated to gender and gender 
violence in emergencies. 
This section works as a virtual library where users can find guides, protocols, lessons 
learned, tools and online training that will allow them to improve their understanding of 
this issue. The resources draw from contributions made by organizations and agencies in 
Latin America and the Caribbean and other regions. 
This initiative is a joint collaboration between UNFPA, UN Women, OCHA and the Inter-
Agency Gender Standby Capacity (GenCap) project.  
For more information, visit: http://redhum.org/genero 
 

 
 
 
 

 

For more information, please contact: 
Wendy Cue, Head of the Regional Office, cue@un.org Tel: (+507) 317 1748 
Rogerio Mobilia, Head of the Information Unit, silvar@un.org Tel (+507) 317 1749 
OCHA’s Humanitarian Bulletins are available on: www.redhum.org   www.unocha.org/rolac  www.reliefweb.int 

   
 

To contribute information 
to this bulletin, contact: 
submit@redhum.org 

http://www.unocha.org/rolac
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/es/coordination/procap
http://www.globalprotectioncluster.org/en/field-support/gpc-help-desk/surge-capacity.html
http://redhum.org/genero
mailto:cue@un.org
mailto:silvar@un.org
http://www.redhum.org/
http://www.unocha.org/rolac
http://www.reliefweb.int/
http://www.redhum.org/
mailto:submit@redhum.org

