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Highlights 
- The second round of legislative elections 

- Villages attacked by the CPJP 

- Food Security cluster response 

Background and security 
Second round of legislative elections 

The second round of legislative elections was held in 
the Central African Republic on 27 March.  

Out of 105 seats at the National Assembly, 70 were 
still to be filled. Although the election took place 
peacefully, it was observed that the population turn-
out for voting was smaller than the first round. 

The Electoral Institute for Sustainable Democracy in 
Africa (EISA) is one of the international observers 
present during the second round of legislative 
elections. The final results are expected by 5 April. 

Villages attacked by the CPJP 

On 22 March, the villages of Goz Beida, Lemena 1, 2 
and 3 (North, prefecture of Bamingui Bangoran), 
where the Union des Forces Démocratiques pour le 
Rassemblement (UFDR) is based, was attacked by 
rebels of the Convention des Patriotes pour la Justice 
et la Paix (CPJP).  

According to a first assessment mission, the fighting 
caused the death of 8 civilians including 6 women. 
Some of the victims got burnt in their houses which 
were set on fire. Household equipment as well as 
household food storage facilities and food reserves 
were burnt. Several other people were injured. A 
UFDR element was also killed while handling a 
grenade.  

In total, 129 houses were burnt in Goz Beida and 26 
houses in Lemena. Médecins-Sans-
Frontière/Espagne (MSF-Spain) identified 90 
internally displaced families (IDPs) (about 450 
persons) who arrived in Ndele (North, prefecture of 
Bamingui Bangoran) after fleeing from the attack in 
Goz Beida.  

 
Goz Beida after the attack. Photo: Central African Red Cross 

According to MSF-Spain, the priority needs of these 
IDPs who have lost their personal belongings include; 
non-food items (NFIs), food and water. An initial 
assistance delivered consisted of 140 non-food items 
kits (NFIs) by MSF and food assistance given by the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). 
The ICRC food rations contained corn, groundnuts, oil 
and salt for an initial period of one month. The 
organization is also willing to provide further 
assistance if necessary.  ICRC engineers are 
currently monitoring the capacity of water sources in 
Ndele to cope with the increased demand. The NGO 
Solidarités Intermational is considering the possibility 
of installing a water bladder to facilitate access to safe 
drinking water for IDPs. 

The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA) is organising regular coordination 
meetings to discuss response to these affected 
populations. 

The attack on the villages of Goz Beida and Lemena, 
follow an attack by UFDR on 20 March on the CPJP 
base in Ngounda (North East of Ndele).  

Contact Sylvain Yakara, yakara@un.org for more 
information. 

Information updates 
Public spending on water and sanitation 

Between March 2010 and January 2011, the World 
Bank did a review on public expenditure in the sector 
of water and sanitation in CAR. Its main objective was 
initially to examine the water supply and sanitation 
situation, and also to analyze the amount and 
effectiveness of public spending within this sector.   
The aim was to improve the quality of water and 
sanitation programs through better targeting of 
activities, assess the funding needs of the sector and 
to improve management of water resources in order 
to achieve the main goal of reducing poverty.  
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Public spending is estimated at 300 FCFA per capita 
per year and represents 1% of the total public 
expenditure of the Central African Government, less 
than 0.2% of the country’s GDP. Although this public 
spending is among the lowest in sub-Saharan Africa, 
it must be analyzed within a context characterized by 
low tax revenue. 

CAR is highly dependent on external resources to 
fund the water and sanitation sector since its 
resources represent only 13% of the sector funding. 
Public spending in this sector is below 15 points 
compared to the overall Government budget which 
amounts to 70%.  

 

Public and external spending in the sector 

Given these results, the review recommends these: 

 Establish an information system, monitoring and 
evaluation which forms the necessary basis for 
appropriate planning of activities within the sector;  

 Increase the amount of resources allocated by 
gradually implementing the strategy that 
recommends that 3% of public resources should 
be allocated to the sector;  

 Optimize the use of human resources by providing 
staff working in the sector with the necessary 
tools and by building their capacity;  

 Ensure effective and efficient use of budgetary 
resources by investing in more sustainable 
structures and by prioritizing investments with 
particular emphasis on sanitation.  

Contact, Meike van Ginneken, 
mvanginneken@worldbank.org  for more information. 

Coordination 
Food Security cluster response  

Despite an enormous agricultural potential, food 
security remains precarious in the Central African 
Republic. Cluster members are supporting the 
Government in ensuring access to food and markets 
among other priorities. 

 

 

Cluster strategy:  

1. Improve access to primary resources (land 
and water, forests): use of low-land, irrigation 
and wells. 

2. Improve production capacity of good quality 
products (food, vegetable, and livestock): 
provide technical training in environmental 
preservation; diversification of production; 
production of good quality nutritional products; 
provide support to the production of good 
quality seeds; targeted food distribution; seeds 
protection. 

3. Improve access to markets: access to quality 
inputs (shops and agricultural fairs); access to 
markets for the sale of products (produce 
fairs); Rehabilitation of roads, bridges and 
other infrastructures; Rehabilitation of storage 
facilities; post-harvest technology. 

4. Improve development management capacity: 
provide support to decentralized 
administration; support the auto-management 
capacity of community organizations.  

Cluster challenges:  

(a) Considering that the country is landlocked, access 
to some prefectures within the country remains 
challenging; rendering the distribution of inputs to 
beneficiaries difficult. 

(b) The need for more capacity building for most 
Government structures. 

(c) The cluster requires adequate funding to be able 
to implement activities identified in the cluster 
strategy.  

Contact Maguette Ndiaye, maguette.ndiaye@fao.org 
for more information. 

New map on LRA activities in CAR 

Please find annexed a new map on the Lord’s 
Resistance Army (LRA) activities in CAR between 
January 2010 and March 2011, and the humanitarian 
impact.  This map was produced by the OCHA team 
in CAR, with generous support from the Humanitarian 
and Development Partnership Team (HDPT) 
community. 

Find all map products on the CAR on the following 
link: http://hdptcar.net/blog/maps-2/  

For more information or for contributions to this newsletter, 
please contact: UN OCHA Bangui, RCA 
Laura Fultang | fultangl@un.org | +236 70 18 80 64 
Gisèle Willybiro- Maïdou | willybiro@un.org | +236 70 18 
80 61 
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*Les activités comprennent les combats 
entre la LRA et les groupes rebelles 
nationaux ou l'armée nationale ainsi que 
les attaques et menaces qui ont eu un 
impact direct ou indirect sur la population 
centrafricaine et/ou sur les acteurs 
humanitaires ou de développement.  Les 
données sont basées sur les incidents 
signalés par des sources diverses.  Toutes 
ces données ne peuvent pas être avérées ; 
elles ne sont pas non plus exhaustives.
Sources : UNOCHA, UNHCR.
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83 personnes tuées

13 blessées

334 enlevées

121 libérées ou échappées

Entre janv. 2010 et 16 mars 2011

18 667 Centrafricains actuellement déplacés

5 648 Congolais actuellement réfugiés en RCA
en raison des activités de la LRA

17 organisations humanitaires
et de développement travaillant dans les
communes a�ectées

République centrafricaine : Activités de l’Armée de Résistance du
Seigneur (LRA) (1 janvier 2010 - 16 mars 2011)
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