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Cover and inside cover photo [Sean Sutton, November 2007]: 
Preparing for the demolition of three BLU63 submunitions in 
Tien Thiep village, Quang Binh, Vietnam



Three people were killed, 94 injured and more 
than 200 families displaced as a result of a 
lethal explosion at the armed forces’ Camp 
Ngashi storage facility in June 2007. Completing 
clearance of the thousands of remnants of 
conflict scattered around Mbandaka required a 
dedicated emergency response.

The explosion took place at the Forces Armees 

de Republique Democratique du Congo (FARDC) 

storage facility in Equateur Province. In addition, 

schools, government and military facilities were 

seriously damaged, and unexploded ordnance 

(UXO) scattered around the densely populated town 

and along the Congo River.

The facility housed large- and small-scale weapons 

– from small arms ammunition, through a range of 

different calibre mortars and rockets, up to large 

high explosive aerial bombs – as well as a military 

hospital. The intensity of the fire caused several 

large explosions, sending ammunition up to 3.5 

kilometres outside the camp.

Two MAG teams supervised the clean-up and 

clearance of all dangerous areas in and around 

Camp Ngashi – completed on schedule in January 

2008. MAG trained 20 FARDC personnel in safe 

handling techniques to assist in the clearance of 

hazardous items, while supervised by trained MAG 

technicians. FARDC trucks were used to facilitate the 

disposal activities.  

By working in cooperation with the FARDC, MAG 

ensured the sustainability of project activities and 

maximised their impact. Clearance at the camp 

further solidified MAG’s working relationship with 

the FARDC in regard to its activities in Equateur and 

Katanga Provinces, as well as its nationwide small 

arms and light weapons (SALW) destruction project. 

Data collection through Community Liaison activities 

also made certain that local community leaders and 

members remained active partners in clearing the 

dangerous debris left behind from the explosion.

More than 29,000 square metres of land was 

cleared through visual search, and roughly 17,000 

sq/m cleared using large loop detectors to recover 

items which rocketed below the ground surface. By 

December 2007, 3,664 weapons, over 5,000 items of 

UXO and more than 35,000 items of ammunition had 

been destroyed on site. 

» MAG’s work in DRC is currently funded by: Canadian 

Global Peace and Security Fund; DFID (UK Department for 

International Development); Global Conflict Prevention Pool; 

UNICEF; Swedish International Development Cooperation 

Agency; United States Department of State, Political Military 

Office of Weapons Removal and Abatement; Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, Government of the Netherlands

Operations completed at Camp Ngashi 
Report by Stephanie Gallagher, MAG DRC Programme Officer

Munitions are prepared for demolition at 
Bongonde, 36km from Mbandaka
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Noimany Pialeuxay is MAG Lao’s first ever 
female driver, and the newest member of the 
all-female team in Xieng Khouang province.

She learnt to drive when just 12 years old, taught 
by her father, a driving instructor. “If he left the 
keys in the car, I would take it without asking and 
drive it around the garden!” she recalls.

Aged 18, she joined an elite club – women 
in Xieng Khouang with a driver’s licence. “At 
the time, other women were amazed that I 
could drive! But these days women drivers 
are becoming more common,” she says. 
Nonetheless, six years later, the club is still tiny. 
Her father has taught just 13 women.

“MAG was the first organisation in Lao PDR 
to recruit a female driver, and everyone was 
talking about it. I wanted to apply because I like 
driving,” says Noimany. Several candidates were 
interviewed and tested. Noimany’s confidence 
impressed MAG Lao’s staff. “I’m not nervous 
driving a four-wheel drive car,” she says. “In the 
past I’ve driven a Russian six-wheeler truck!”

Xieng Khouang’s all-female team (one of two 

such teams operated by MAG Lao) was set up in 
early 2007 and is currently funded by the Japan-
ASEAN Integration Fund (JAIF).

The team’s primary task is to clear unexploded 
ordnance (UXO) from agricultural land in rural 
communities. More than 30 years after the last 
bombs were dropped on Lao PDR, their effects 
are still being felt. UXO can explode if disturbed, 
causing injury and death. It also keeps people in 
poverty by preventing them from using land.

For these reasons, the team clears both existing 
farmland and land that will be used for new fields. 
In many parts of Lao PDR, rural communities are 
often afraid to expand the amount of land where 
they grow rice and other crops. By providing safe 
land, MAG improves food security. Farmers are 
able to grow sufficient food all year round, and 
have an opportunity to produce a surplus which 
they can sell to provide a cash income.

Noimany’s main job is to transport the team to 
and from UXO clearance sites. The driving can be 
challenging. In this mountainous part of Lao PDR, 
many sites are only accessible on foot. Noimany 
must get the team as close as possible, which 

In hot pursuit: MAG Lao’s first female driver
Report by Tom Morgan, MAG Lao Communications Officer
Photo by Nick Axelrod 
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can involve navigating steep and slippery dirt tracks 
that wind through the hills. “Sometimes the mud is 
up to knee height,” she says. “But it doesn’t worry 
me.”

It is true that the mud is the least of the team’s 
concerns. “Most of the time you can’t see UXO as it 
is under the ground, so there is always some danger 
in our work,” says Noimany. She doesn’t know 
anyone herself who has been injured or killed by 
UXO, but in Xieng Khouang death is never far away.

“A few days ago there was a UXO accident just 
a few kilometres away from where the team is 
working,” says Noimany. “Three men died and three 
were badly injured. They were probably trying to 
dismantle a bomb to sell it for scrap.”

Scrap metal collection has become the main cause 
of UXO accidents in some parts of the country. 
Lao PDR is the most heavily bombed country, per 
capita, in the world. The result is that the quantity of 
scrap metal in the ground is enormous. Since the 
steel, aluminium and copper can be sold for cash, 
collecting it is a tempting way of earning money in 
rural areas with few other options for earning a living. 
But collectors pick up both shrapnel (from bombs 
that did explode) and UXO itself. Accidents occur 
when they try to move items of UXO, or open them 
up. 

Some people are so poor that they will risk their 
lives for tiny sums of money. A kilo of steel is bought 
from scrap collectors for as little as 2000 kip (£0.09 
/ US$0.18).

“We heard about the accident the other day because 
one of our team is from the same village,” says 
Noimany. “Her parents phoned her and told her 
to take care at work. The men killed were in their 
twenties, so I expect they were married and had 
children. Who will provide for their families now? 
It makes me think that we have to work as hard as 
possible so that this problem does not exist in the 
future.”

The team have cleared UXO from multiple sites 
across Nong Het district, finding and destroying 
grenades and mortars as well as BLUs (cluster 

bomb submunitions), the most common item found 
in Laos. “Our work really benefits communities. In 
Nong Het the next generation won’t have to face the 
same problems,” says Noimany.

Other changes are also taking place, albeit more 
slowly. Noimany says that some men cannot believe 
that women can carry out the demanding work of 
UXO clearance: “But that is one benefit of our team. 
When people see us at work, they realise that we 
can do it. It was the same when I applied for this 
job. Some men said to me that I couldn’t do it, 
that I wouldn’t get the job. But my husband is very 
proud that I have found a job with an international 
organisation.”

The team are close – they work and live together 
24 days out of every month. “I got a warm welcome 
when I joined the team. We didn’t know each other 
before, but now we know everything about one 
another!

“In the car we sometimes sing together,” she 
continues. The team like traditional Lao songs, about 
love lost and love won. But they also like a song 
called ‘Women drinkers’ which praises women who 
do not drink alcohol. “It makes us laugh because we 
never have time to go out after work!”

MAG is providing English lessons for the team, so 
they study after work for two hours every night, and 
go to bed soon after, in preparation for another day 
of UXO clearance.

Noimany phones her husband and four-year-old son 
back in Phonsavanh, the provincial capital, before 
she sleeps. “My son tells me to do a good job,” says 
Noimany. She is clearly listening.

» MAG’s work in Lao PDR is currently funded by:  DFID 

(UK Department for International Development); European 

Commission; Irish Aid; The Humpty Dumpty Institute; 

Japan-ASEAN Integration Fund (JAIF); Jersey Overseas 

Aid; NZAID (New Zealand’s International Aid & Development 

Agency); USDA (United States Department of Agriculture); 

US Department of State; UNESCO (United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization)

In hot pursuit: MAG Lao’s first female driver
Report by Tom Morgan, MAG Lao Communications Officer
Photo by Nick Axelrod 
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The results of MAG’s work in 
Canjamba have been staggering: 
the village is constructing two 
new water bore holes, has 
extensive plans for new houses 
on formerly contaminated land 
and is renovating its school to 
accommodate the increase in the 
number of children attending.

The village (population: 2,985) lies 

deep in a valley where three rivers 

meet. Given its strategic location 

and its proximity to the capital of 

Moxico Province – the last bastion 

of fighting during the 27-year civil 

war – Canjamba has seen decades 

of fighting. The result is that not only 

were numerous anti-tank and anti-

personnel mines laid in and around 

it, but the area was also heavily 

bombarded with mortars.

Following the conclusion of the 

devastating war in April 2002, it 

became apparent that the effects 

of the conflict would continue long 

into the future unless corrective 

measures were taken.

As highlighted by Fernando 

Enoque Chissuale, the 45-year-old 

headmaster of the local school, 

“There were huge problems here 

because people were not able to 

move freely. People were scared to 

even set foot in the village through 

fear of landmines and unexploded 

mortars.” This fear was clearly 

based on fact, with Chissuale 

confirming that there were “many 

serious accidents”. Further 

accentuating the problem is that 

since 2002 more than 18,000 former 

refugees from the Democratic 

Republic of Congo and Zambia 

have come into the municipality.

At the direct request of the 

community, MAG commenced 

clearance in the village in 2004, 

clearing a total of 20,042 square 

metres of land in close proximity 

to people’s houses, grazing areas 

and the school, and removing four 

different types of landmines (TM-57, 

POMZ-2, POMZ-2M, MAI-75) and 

two different types of mortar (60mm 

and 82mm).

As Chissuale shows MAG around 

the formerly contaminated land, 

he recalls the time that he feared 

to enter the suspect area. His eyes 

then light up when he mentions 

the possibilities of developing the 

area to build new houses and a 

new school so he can continue his 

passion for teaching.

» MAG’s work in Angola is currently 

funded by: Adopt-A-Minefield; DFID 

(UK Department for International 

Development); Luanda International 

School, Angola; Dutch Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs;  Office of Weapons Removal and 

Abatement, US Department of State; 

Overseas Aid Commission, Guernsey

Impact in Canjamba
Report by Mark Naftalin, MAG Angola Programme Officer
Photo by Sean Sutton, MAG Overseas Information Manager



A member of MAG 
staff with some of 
the UXO found in 
Mukato.

MAG’s Mine Risk Education 
(MRE) provides returning and 
resident communities with 
information about the threats 
posed by landmines and 
unexploded ordnance (UXO), 
and how to live safely in a 
contaminated environment. 

It was thanks to MRE that 
the Chief of Mukato, a village 
located in the east of DR Congo, 
was able to keep his community 
safe until MAG could provide 
mine and UXO clearance earlier 
this year. During his journey 
back from Zambia in 2005, he 
passed a MAG sign that was 
part of a UNICEF-funded MRE 
project, identifying dangerous 
items and warning returnees not 
to touch them. When he learned 
of the UXO buried in his village, 
just 25 metres from where 
people were living and farming, 
he warned all local residents 
not to touch the dangerous 
items or to build further housing. 
For two years the Chief kept 
the residents of his village and 
those passing through safe, 
having seen MAG’s MRE.

MAG came to learn of the 
items in the village through 
its initial community liaison 
activities. Eventually, a stockpile 
consisting of anti-tank shells 
and several hundred rounds of 
machine gun ammunition along 
with a .50 calibre machine gun 

was found. Due to their unstable 
nature eight items had to be 
destroyed in situ. The remaining 
items were transported to a 
safe location and destroyed 
in a bulk demolition by teams 
funded by the UK Department 
for International Development 
(DfID) and the Belgian Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs.

Now that the village has been 
cleared, the land has been 
declared safe and will be used 
for additional housing and 
agriculture. The Chief expressed 
his gratitude: “Thanks to 
MAG’s work there’ll be no 
more accidents or death due 
to leftover munitions in the 
village.” Mukato is continuing 
on the road to recovery, with 
more returnees still expected to 
resettle in the coming months. 
By preventing further accidents, 
injury and even death as a result 
of the remnants of conflict, MAG 
is contributing to the initial steps 
of stabilising the fragile peace in 
this part of the country - action 
that not only saves lives, but 
also contributes to the future 
safety and economic security of 
villages like Mukato.

Building on Peace
Story and photograph by 
Stephanie Gallagher

Nearly 40 years after the Tet Offensive, 
in the village of Tien Thiep, Quang Binh 
Province, Nguyen Thi Thuong carries 
heavy sandbags across a paddy field to 
where three BLU63 cluster munitions await 
demolition. She’s part of a MAG emergency 
ordnance disposal (EOD) response team, 
called out to deal with the munitions. 

The 26-year-old pauses on her way back 
to explain how she feels about working as 
a technician. “I’ve been with MAG since I 
left school and love the job because I know 
how much the work helps people. I enjoy 
searching the land and feel proud when UXO 
[unexploded ordnance] is destroyed. I’ve 
found thousands of bombs and other items 
since starting work with MAG.”

The cluster munitions were found by a local 
farmer, Pham Van Liec, and his wife Nguyen 
Thi Lo. “We were digging in the paddy 
field, when we heard a metal clang and 
saw sparks,” says Nguyen. “We were both 
scared and carefully moved the ‘bombies’ 
[the individual bomblets contained inside 
the cluster bomb’s shell] to one place, then 
told the village head who got in touch with 
MAG.” Her family wants to turn the field into 
a fish pond that, by its second year, would 

earn her family 10 million VND (USD$625.71) 
compared to the 1.5 million VND (USD$93.86) 
they currently earn from the rice harvest. 
Unfortunately, she fears that there might be 
more UXO hidden and this is stopping them 
developing the field.

The team clear the area of interested 
onlookers and set up the demolition. As the 
cloud from the explosion disperses, Technical 
Operations Coordinator Tran Xuan Thang 
(whose name translates as “Victory”) talks 
about how he came to join MAG. “I’ve seen 
too many accidents, that’s my main reason for 
working here,” he says. 

“Seven years ago my 12-year-old nephew was 
killed by a cluster munition while helping his 
mother gardening, and, when I was younger, 
three neighbours in the village where I grew up 
were all injured by UXO.” 

He worries every day about the dangers faced 
by people who have to work the land: “I once 
found more than 100 artillery shells and mortar 
bombs in the back of a field. The risk that 
some people have to take every day just so 
they can grow enough food to eat is shocking. 
I like to think that my job helps people who 
can’t help themselves.” 
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Responding to the legacy of the 
Tet Offensive
Report by Geoff Turner, MAG Information & Production Manager
Photos by Sean Sutton, MAG Overseas Information Manager

Villagers report dangerous items to a MAG 
team clearing a garden in Vin Tuy village
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The next day a MAG Community Liaison (CL) 
team is working its way through nearby Vin 
Thuy village, collecting data. Nguyen Thi Thanh 
Nga and her colleague Dang Mai Chi have both 
recently completed the CL training and are keen 
to put what they’ve learned into action. 

“Our job involves visiting people’s homes to 
collect information for mobile tasks for technical 
teams,” says Nguyen. “We also write case studies 
and fill in clearance reports. My favourite part is 
completing the post-clearance report as it shows 
the changes MAG has made to community life.” 

Dang has experience as a technician and brings 
this to his new role. “My main job is to collect and 
record the technical information on mobile tasks,” 
he says. “It’s good to know that I’m making 
a contribution to cutting down the number of 
accidents.”

The team visit the home of Nguyen Van Mua, a 
66-year-old who has vivid and painful memories 
of the war. “I’m lucky. I believe that the gods 
watch over me,” he says, as he recounts both the 
injuries he sustained during a bombing raid in 
1968 and the UXO accident that occurred more 
recently in his garden. There are tears in his eyes 
as he continues the story:

“I was 26 and working as a driver for a 
construction company, repairing bombardment 
damage to the Ho Chi Minh trail. The crew was 
working at night by candlelight and was spotted 
by a plane flying overhead. A few minutes later 
there was an explosion as a bomb hit a nearby 
truck. I was injured, with cuts all over my body, 
and ended up deaf. Local residents rescued me 
and took me to a nearby medical centre. It took 
me two months to recover, but at least I was able 
to work again.”

The recent accident happened as he was tidying 
his garden and burning a pile of leaves and 
rubbish. He didn’t realise there was a BLU cluster Top: Sandbags are laid around the three BLU63 submunitions in 

preparation for demolition. Centre: MAG Community Liaison staff collect 

data in Vin Thuy village. Bottom: Clearing a rubber tree plantation 
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munition buried just beneath the surface. 

“When it exploded I was just a metre or two 
away. I fainted and my wife was very frightened. 
The whole village came and thought I was dead, 
but fortunately I wasn’t even hurt. Forty years 
after being injured by a bomb I survived another 
explosion. This is why I believe I have the luck of 
the gods on my side.”

Responding to the information collected by CL, a 
MAG mobile team checked the rest of his garden 
and discovered the remnants of a BLU26. A 
relatively minor find, but of major benefit to Nguyen 
and his family who now know for certain that the 
garden is safe to plant and harvest.

The legacy of a war that ended almost forty 
years ago still has a huge impact on villages and 
rural communities trying to live their lives in the 
provinces of Quang Tri and Quang Binh. The 
remnants of the conflict pose a constant threat to 
the safety and lives of people going about their 
daily business, while the knowledge and suspicion 
that areas might be dangerous severely hinders 
both social and economic growth, by blocking 
potential areas for development and agriculture. 

MAG’s use of Community Liaison, data collection, 
technical expertise and highly mobile teams is 
helping the country to move on from the legacy 
of the past and look forward to a safer and more 
prosperous future.

» For a full version of this article visit:
   www.maginternational.org

» MAG’s work in Vietnam is currently funded by: Adopt-A-

Minefield; Imperial Tobacco; Office of Weapons Removal and 

Abatement, US Department of State

Top: Sandbags are laid around the three BLU63 submunitions in 
preparation for demolition. Centre: MAG Community Liaison staff collect 

data in Vin Thuy village. Bottom: Clearing a rubber tree plantation 
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Though the fighting stopped on 14th August 
2006, the 34-day Lebanon war continues 
to cast a dark shadow over the lives of 
hundreds of thousands of people. The UN 
estimates that Israel dropped four million 
cluster bomblets in the last 72 hours of the 
conflict, with an estimated one million failing 
to explode on impact. The consequences for 
the local population have been nothing less 
than catastrophic, as huge swathes of land 
were rendered unusable due to the danger of 
unexploded ordnance (UXO).  

Following the cessation of military operations, 

MAG went into the village of Yohmor in southern 

Lebanon, a few miles from the border with Israel 

and home to 5,500 people. Of the village’s 

600 homes, 260 were badly damaged during 

last year’s war, including 40 houses that were 

completely razed to the ground by bombs and 

rockets. Nearly half the population was left 

homeless. Yohmor was hit by thousands of 

projectiles and bombs, and when the fighting 

ended the village was covered from one end to 

the other with unexploded munitions. Most of 

the roads were damaged and the surrounding 

land – home to olive groves up to 500 years old, 

and an area vital to the economy for wild herb 

collection and cattle grazing – was blanketed 

with unexploded M42, M46 and M77 cluster 

munitions.

As a result, there were two fatalities and three 

injuries in the immediate aftermath of the war, 

as residents attempted to clear their land of 

UXO. One man died trying to clear the entrance 

to a cemetery to bury a victim of the war. Every 

family who returned to their home in Yohmor 

after fleeing the fighting faced profound and 

frightening changes, and a sudden realisation 

that life would never be the same again.

MAG was one of the first organisations on the 

scene and took part in the emergency clearance 

4

Tackling the lethal remnants of conflict
Journalist Billy Briggs visited Lebanon to see for himself the work MAG is 
doing to overcome the legacy of the 2006 war. Photos by Angela Catlin

A MAG team carrying out 
a visual search for cluster 
munitions in Yohmor10



of UXO in the days immediately 

following the ceasefire. Since 

then, the focus has been on 

making private land safe enough 

for residents to farm again, as 

many people were left penniless 

because they could not safely 

access their olive groves 

and grazing land. In total, by 

December 2007, MAG had cleared 

366,357 square metres of land and 

removed 2,610 explosive devices 

in Yohmor alone. 

Youseff Hayek, MAG’s site 

supervisor, explains that some 

of the cluster bombs are stuck 

between 30 to 40 centimetres 

under the soil. “Many of the 

devices have gone rusty and 

are camouflaged by the terrain 

and rust-coloured rocks,” he 

says. Another problem the teams 

encounter is the weather. If it rains 

heavily, for example, the bomblets 

migrate as the soil softens.

One of MAG’s principles is to 

employ local people to carry out 

the clearance work – an ethos 

that engages the local community 

with the rebuilding of their own 

environment, and one that also 

provides employment and brings 

much-needed income to an area 

when the economy is on its knees.

Imad Issa, 41, says he is originally 

from the village of Sheimm but 

now lives in the nearby town of 

Nabatieh. “I have worked with 

MAG since 2001 and I really enjoy 

the work. We are all very proud 

to be doing this work,” he says, 

wiping sweat from his face. His 

colleague, Abbas Shanrour, nods 

his head in agreement.

Wearing a white headscarf, 

Mahmoud Baraket, a 70-year-old 

farmer born and raised in Yohmor, 

laughs when he recounts his life. 

“Every 20 years of my life some 

country has come and shaken 

Lebanon,” he says. “My home was 

destroyed last year and I lost 10 

beehives and 100 fowl. Some 50 

bombs were found near this cow 

shed but thanks to the efforts of 

MAG I am now back working the 

land.”

At her daughter’s home, 67-year-

old Zainab Noura tells me how 

she lost her husband and one of 

her youngest sons in previous 

conflicts, and that during the 2006 

war her home was flattened. Her 

land was also contaminated with 

UXO, but she hopes to return 

to work once MAG has finished 

clearing the area.

“I have lost nearly everything. We 

have had no financial help so you 

can imagine how hard our lives 

have been for the last year and a 

half. MAG is the only help we’ve 

had,” she says.

» For a full version of this article visit:
 www.maginternational.org

Zainab Noura, who lost 
her husband and son in 
previous conflicts, and 
whose house was flattened 
during the 2006 war 
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» MAG’s work in Lebanon is currently funded by: DFID (UK Department for 
International Development); ECHO (European Commission Humanitarian Aid 
Department); Government of the Federal Republic of Germany; Norwegian Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs (NMFA); US Department of State, Office of Weapons Removal 
and Abatement; United Nations Office for Project Services
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Saving lives
in Sudan
MAG photographer Sean Sutton 
captures MAG’s ongoing 
clearance, Community Liaison 
and Mine Risk Education 
activities in the country 

Top Left: Preparing a demolition near the town of Torit
Bottom Left: A 200kg aircraft bomb lying close to a school in Murahathiga
Top Right: An armoured car in Kiyala, filled with fused mines and shells, just three metres away from housing
Bottom Right: MAG staff present a mine and UXO risk education session at Magwi primary school

For the full gallery from Sudan and more MAG photos and videos, visit www.maginternational.org



» MAG’s work in Sudan is currently funded by: Government of Canada Department of Foreign Affairs and 
International Trade (DFAIT); Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs; the European Commission’s Humanitarian Aid 
Department, ECHO; EuropeAid; Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration, US Department of State; Office of 
Weapons Removal and Abatement, US Department of State; the United Nations

For the full gallery from Sudan and more MAG photos and videos, visit www.maginternational.org
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Au Chhurkram is a small village on the 
Cambodian/Thai border in Krong Pailin. A 
former stronghold of the Khmer Rouge, it 
was subject to fierce fighting and was heavily 
mined by all sides during the conflict – the 
soldiers of the Cambodian Government, the 
Vietnamese army and the Khmer Rouge.

After her first husband died in battle, 48-year-old 

Lay Rim remarried and settled here in 1998. “We 

had a very small piece of land which we couldn’t 

cultivate because of landmines, so we depended 

on my husband’s salary,” she explains. “My 

marriage ended when I was two months pregnant 

with my last child: my husband ran away with his 

girlfriend to live in Pursat.” Extreme poverty and 

the sadness and hopelessness that Rim felt in the 

months following her abandonment meant that 

she was driven to a painful decision that many 

people would find unthinkable.

“One month after I gave birth to my last daughter, 

I took the baby to the border crossing to sell her 

to a Thai couple. They offered me 10,000Baht 

(US$250) and I accepted, but then I just couldn’t 

do it. My son, Leiv Pirum, who was about 10 

years old at that time, was with me and he cried 

so much and wouldn’t let go of his tiny sister. The 

pain of his cries broke my heart, and I cried also 

and decided then that I could not sell my child.

“Now my three sons take the responsibility of 

looking after the family by working as casual 

labourers. In 2005, Pirum was injured by a type 

72A mine when he was working on a farm here 

in the village. He was taken to hospital in the city 

with injuries to his arms and legs, but luckily he 

didn’t lose any limbs. Thankfully he survived, but 

it cost us so much money to have him treated 

– money that we could not afford. Since then he 

is even more afraid of mines, but in order for us 

to survive he knows that he has to continue to 

work in dangerous places. 

“I went to the village head and begged him to 

please make a request to MAG to clear my land, 

to rescue my family and other people in the 

village from danger and sadness. Every breath 

we take, we live in fear. I don’t want to see any 

of my children becoming amputees or dying 

because of landmines.”

Au Chhurkram 5 minefield is currently being 

cleared by a team made up of local people 

trained and supervised by senior MAG staff, and 

funded by CARE. The village requested that 

clearance of 39,500 square metres be undertaken 

to provide safe land for agricultural purposes.

The team started work in early September 2007 

and by the end of the year had cleared 3,799 

sq/m of suspect land, finding and destroying 12 

anti-personnel mines and six items of unexploded 

ordnance. This work has directly benefited 29 

people from four families.
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A mother’s story
Report and photo by Sar Sovanny, MAG Cambodia 
Community Liaison Worker. Translation by Yean 
Maly, MAG Cambodia Project Officer

» MAG’s work in Cambodia is currently funded by: CARE; World Vision; DFID (UK Department for International 
Development); US Department of State/NVESD; Japanese Government; Isle of Man Government/Manx Landmine 
Action; Jersey Overseas Aid; Church World Service; Lutheran World Foundation; Terra Renaissance; Imperial 
Tobacco; AusAid; Eva Reckitt Trust; CMC (Cambodia Mines-remove Campaign)

Lay Rim (far left) and her six 
children at home in Au Chhurkram



3 CAPITALS IN 3 DAYS
CYCLE CHALLENGE
LONDON - AMSTERDAM - BRUSSELS

6 - 9 JUNE 2008
Cover 300 miles in just 3 days in this unique test of 
endurance, cycling from London to Amsterdam before 
a final push to the finish line in Brussels, to help MAG 
save lives and limbs by destroying landmines in conflict 
affected areas across the world.

Only £150 + minimum sponsorship. 

For more details:
Tel: (+44) 0161 236 4311
E-mail events@mag.org.uk 
Visit: www.maginternational.org

DEATH VALLEY
CALIFORNIAN CYCLE CHALLENGE 

8-15 NOVEMBER 2008
Cycle 250 miles across Death Valley 
and into Las Vegas to help MAG locate 
and destroy landmines in countries 
affected by conflict across the world: 
THE REAL DEATH VALLEYS

To take part in this extraordinary event 
contact MAG:
Tel: (+44) 0161 236 4311
E-mail events@mag.org.uk 
Visit: www.maginternational.org

Registration fee and minimum 
sponsorship apply.



For more information about supporting MAG, please call (+44) 0161 236 4311, email fundraising@mag.org.uk
or visit www.maginternational.org

Know 
someone 
who’s 
getting 
married?
If you know someone getting married, 
why not let them know about the wedding 
list with a charitable twist? 

Many marrying couples already have all 
they need in their home and increasingly 
are now turning to an ethical choice of gift 
list. 

The Alternative Wedding List is the 
charitable wedding list service that gives 
marrying couples and their guests a 
choice of charities to donate to and MAG 
is one of the benefiting charities. 

Find out more at: 
www.giveit.co.uk 
www.thealternativeweddinglist.co.uk

Support MAG

see somewhere 

beautiful.
do something 

amazing.
Cambodia Community 
Challenge, March 2009

Join MAG on this breathtaking trip of a 
lifetime to Cambodia.

As well as trekking through this incredible 
country, you will take part in a project to 
build housing for landmine survivors and 
meet the heroes dedicating their lives to 
destroying landmines.

For more information, contact MAG:
Tel: (+44) 0161 236 4311
E-mail: events@mag.org.uk

Or visit www.maginternational.org
 
Registration fee and minimum sponsorship apply.


