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USG Holmes visits two top CERF-funded 
countries: Afghanistan and Myanmar 

Mr. John Holmes, the Under-Secretary-General for 
Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator 
Emergency Relief Coordinator (ERC), made recent visits to 
Afghanistan and Myanmar to monitor the progress of relief 
efforts in both countries. 

Following a three-day trip to Myanmar, Mr Holmes noted clear 
signs of progress but cautioned against complacency.  

“The main challenge for the next few months is to ensure a 
more systematic pipeline of aid,” said Mr Holmes. “People, 
particularly in the more remote areas where it’s still very hard 
to reach, will need quite a lot of help for some time to come.” 

 

CERF provided over $22 million to relief agencies in response 
to the devastation wrought by Cyclone Nargis in May. 

Mr Holmes voiced concern on the humanitarian situation 
following his visit to Afghanistan. 

 
Mr. John Holmes (centre) visits a project site in Afghanistan. (© Alf Blikberg) 

“It is clear that humanitarian needs are indeed serious and 
growing,” he said, spotlighting the problems in four key areas: 
food insecurity propelled by drought and exacerbated by 
surging global prices; the plight of millions of Afghan refugees 
returning to their home country; the pressure on civilians due 
to ongoing fighting; and the threat posed by natural disasters, 
in particular floods and earthquakes.” 

Earlier in the year, Afghanistan has received $8.4 million from 
CERF, mostly in response to soaring food prices, which has 
left millions vulnerable to malnutrition. 

$18 million needed to reach funding target 

In July, CERF received an additional $9,835,636 in 
contributions, bringing the total to $432,230,575 in pledges and 
paid contributions in 2008.  CERF is $18 million short of the 
$450 million target set by General Assembly resolution 
A/RES/61/134 for the grant element. 
 

Contributions to CERF in July 2008 
Contributor Amount
  Australia $9,517,000
  Liechtenstein                     $196,136
  Indonesia $100,000
  Pakistan                             $20,000
  Humanity First USA $2,500
TOTAL $    9,835,636
2008 Pledges to CERF $432,230,575
2008 Paid Contributions $424,708,448

High-level conference set for December 

The CERF High-Level Conference is scheduled to take place 
in New York on 4 December. The aim of the conference is to 
galvanize donor support for the Fund, expand its donor base, 
and help attain the Fund’s grant element target of $450 million 
for 2009.   

CERF allocations since 1 January 20081 

 Amount Countries 

  Rapid Response $182,685,671 35 
  Underfunded 
  Emergencies  

$101,733,107 14 

  TOTAL $284,458,778
Allocations for the second underfunded round of 2008 were 
recently made to seven countries. (Please see press release) 
1As at 8 August 2008 

 



 

Country allocations and highlights for July 

In July 2008, the ERC approved $30,897,281 in grants from CERF’s rapid response window, largely for emergency programmes in 
response to soaring food prices. 
 

CÔTE D’IVOIRE – In response to a deadly Yellow Fever outbreak in Abidjan City, the country’s most populous city,  the UN 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is using a $2 million CERF grant to immunize 1.9 million of the city’s three million residents. Health workers 
are also receiving training on disease surveillance. 
 
ETHIOPIA – The combination of rising food prices and reduced crop harvests threaten millions with food insecurity in Ethiopia and 
has prompted CERF to provide grants totalling some $18.4 million to the country. The World Food Programme (WFP) is responding to 
the humanitarian crisis by supporting 750,000 beneficiaries with food rations thanks to a $10 million CERF grant. The UN Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) is utilizing over $8 million in CERF grants in support of nutrition, health, water and sanitation projects. Tens of 
thousands suffering from acute malnutrition will be assisted by emergency therapeutic feeding centres across the country. Some 1.8 
million children will receive measles vaccinations. Funding will also bring safe water to over 60,000 people. The UN Population Fund 
(UNFPA) is using $250,000 in CERF funding to support emergency maternal and neonatal health care. 
 

GUINEA – Some $4 million in CERF funding to Guinea will support emergency 
programmes to reduce the impact of increasing prices of basic commodities, such as 
food and gasoline, on an already acutely food insecure population. WFP will use the 
funds to help 325,000 people with food rations during the three month (July to 
September) lean season. UNICEF will help 50,000 severely malnourished children 
between six months and five years through therapeutic feeding.  
 
LIBERIA – Soaring food and fuel prices are having a major impact on Liberia. The 
country is particularly vulnerable to large increases in food prices. Liberia is 
characterized by a fragile post-conflict environment with high risk of food-related 
violence. In addition, Liberia had been experiencing high rates of poverty, food 
insecurity and malnutrition prior to the increase in food prices. It is also highly reliant 
on food imports. 

 
A Guinean child getting immunized (© UNICEF) 

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) is using a CERF grant of $1.9 million to increase productivity and 
minimize crop losses for the 2008 rice-cropping season through the supply of fertilizers and pest management inputs. FAO is assisting 
450,000 people to overcome food shortages, prevent acute malnutrition and protect agriculture-based livelihoods. 
 

MAURITANIA – Soaring food prices are compounding an already precarious food security situation in Mauritania, a country 
characterized by extreme poverty, malnutrition and lack of investment in the agriculture sector. CERF has provided $1.3 million in grants 
to the country. With more than 30 percent of children in the country chronically malnourished, CERF has provided $443,000 to UNICEF 
and the World Health Organization (WHO) to support emergency health and nutrition initiatives for hungry children. An additional 
$690,000 has been given to FAO to support 15,000 poor horticulture and livestock farmers and their communities. The project will target 
specifically the needs of poorest households whose only source of income originates from agriculture and livestock. 
 
SOMALIA – Almost 35 percent of the population in Somalia requires food assistance. The deteriorating humanitarian situation is 
compounded by recent targeting of humanitarian workers, which has reemphasized the need for safe and reliable transportation for 
relief workers.  CERF has responded by providing $2.7 million to the UN Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS), which will allow 
humanitarian operations assisting Somalis to continue. The funds will permit humanitarian flights to 1,350 passengers per month, 
including small cargo using five aircraft. 
 
UGANDA – The steady improvement in the humanitarian situation in northern Uganda is allowing hundreds of thousands of 
displaced people return to their villages of origin or transit sites. To promote durable solutions and support the peace process in 
Uganda, IDPs and returnees need various forms of protection with regard to safe and informed return as well as successful 
reintegration.  As part of a larger humanitarian protection and reintegration programme being overseen by the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR), in cooperation with more than a dozen local and international non-governmental organizations (NGOs), 
CERF has provided nearly $700,000 to the programme to help 1.2 million people to safely return to a normal and productive life.  

 



 
 

In June, $100 million was set aside from existing CERF funds 
to respond to the most immediate life-saving activities in 
sectors directly linked to the food crisis in priority countries, in 
particular food aid, food security and agriculture support, 
health, and nutrition.  

 

CERF discussed at ECOSOC 

The UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), the UN 
body which facilitates international cooperation on standards-
making and problem-solving in economic and social issues, 
met from 15-25 July to discuss humanitarian affairs.  Some $58 million had already been allocated to food crisis 

projects under CERF’s regular rapid response window. Prior to 
this allocation, ten other countries including Ethiopia and 
Somalia in the Horn of Africa, had already received funds from 
CERF for relief operations related to food shortages.  Ethiopia 
received a total of $20 million, and Somalia $6 million. 

A briefing on the results of the independent evaluation of 
CERF was presented to ECOSOC in a side event by Dr.  
Martin Barber, Evaluation Team Leader. The evaluation, 
mandated by the General Assembly, covers the first two years 
of the Fund’s operation. The evaluation report was issued in 
July. The overall purpose of the evaluation is to provide 
strategic guidance to Member States and the UN system on the 
future of CERF. The report offers a number of 
recommendations and conclusions on the management, 
functioning and effectiveness of the Fund. 

Haiti received $ 5.8 million for emergency 
food assistance  

Household food insecurity in Haiti has worsened over the past 
six months as a result of rising staple food prices. The price of 
rice has risen 60 percent, the price of imported flour risen 73 
percent, and local maize prices have doubled over the last six 
months. Consequently, more than half of the Haitian 
population is underfed.  

Some of the issues discussed at the event and in the context of 
the findings of the evaluation included the level of CERF 
funding, the type of activities supported by CERF and 
providing increased access to CERF by NGOs. Overall, the 
results of the CERF evaluation were well-received by Member 
States and other participants at the event.  

 

ECOSOC concluded the humanitarian segment by adopting a 
draft resolution on strengthening the coordination of 
emergency humanitarian assistance of the UN. The adopted 
resolution contains a number of elements supporting 
humanitarian work, including a paragraph encouraging 
Member States, the private sector and others to support 
humanitarian funding mechanisms, including CERF.  

CERF allocates $30 million to address 
global food crisis Food is unloaded at the 'Ecole Nationale Trou Caïman', Haiti ©: WFP 

On 8 August, the Under-Secretary-General allocated $30 
million from the $100 million set aside from existing CERF 
funds for the global food crisis to help alleviate the suffering of 
millions of people in 12 countries most severely affected by the 
global food crisis. The allocation will be used to fund 
humanitarian programmes in three countries in the hardest hit 
Horn of Africa region - Djibouti, Eritrea and Kenya. Other 
beneficiary countries are Burkina Faso, Burundi, Lesotho, 
Madagascar, Niger, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Yemen and 
Zimbabwe. 

CERF training workshop schedule 

In order to ensure that funding reaches beneficiaries as 
efficiently as possible, CERF holds periodic training 
workshops for agencies eligible to receive funds, as well as 
NGOs. These workshops provide clarity on administrative and 
procedural matters, guidance on funding criteria, and an 
opportunity to discuss lessons learned and best practices in 
developing grant requests. 
 
The following is a schedule of upcoming workshops: “Millions of people in these 12 countries are on the margins of 

survival because of the combination of drought, crop failure, 
and rising fuel and food prices,” United Nations Under-
Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency 
Relief Coordinator John Holmes stated. “The CERF has been 
an integral part of the emergency response to the global food 
crisis.” 

 
Location Dates 

Dakar         30 September and  1 October
Nairobi 28 and 29 October
Bangkok 24 and 25 November



 
 

 

  

 

Seven underfunded emergencies receive  
$30 million from CERF 

On 30 July, CERF allocated $30 million to support agencies 
carrying out life-saving aid programmes in seven crisis countries 
- Afghanistan, Burundi, Chad, the Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea, Iraq, Sri Lanka and Syria. 

The largest recipient of funding is Chad, which will receive $6.8 
million. The humanitarian situation in Chad has deteriorated 
during the first half of 2008 due to worsening insecurity and an 
influx of new refugees from Sudan’s Darfur region and the 
Central African Republic. An estimated 500,000 people are 
dependent on humanitarian aid. The allocation is for projects in 
the 2008 United Nations Consolidated Appeal for Chad, which 
requested $306 million. Eight months into the year, the Appeal 
is less than half funded, including crucial sectors such as 
protection, health and education.  

In Syria, a CERF grant of $4 million will benefit up to 1.5 
million refugees from Iraq. The refugees are in dire need of 
food, non-food items and health services. Agencies working in 
Iraq will receive $5 million, while those implementing projects in 
Sri Lanka will get $4 million. Programmes in Afghanistan will 
receive $4.6 million, Burundi $3.6 million and the Democratic 
People's Republic of Korea $2 million.  

CERF commits one-third of all funds each year to redress 
imbalances in the global aid distribution by supporting neglected 
crises. Countries are selected based on an analysis of the funding 
levels of their aid programmes, the severity of the humanitarian 
needs, and security and other constraints on aid delivery.  

The funds made available will enable United Nations 
humanitarian agencies and the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM), and through them to partner organizations, 
including non-governmental organizations (NGOs), to support 
humanitarian projects in the affected countries. 

The first round in February allocated $104 million for 
underfunded emergencies to 14 countries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A success story 

Central African Republic 

The crisis in the Central African Republic (CAR), 
characterized by conflict, violence and massive population 
displacement, has often been described as unknown.  In 
2007, the millions of affected in the country risked being 
forgotten, overshadowed by the news-making emergencies 
in neighbouring Sudan and the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo. 
 
CERF funding in 2007 to CAR allowed humanitarian 
partners to demonstrate to donors the severity of the crisis 
as well as their capacity to respond, thereby attracting 
significant additional donor resources.  
 
More than 2.5 million people received humanitarian 
assistance, including refugees and internally displaced 
people, victims of bandit attacks, survivors of sexual 
violence, and others living in conflict areas.  Particularly 
exposed groups, such as ethnic minorities, people living 
with HIV/AIDS, children under five, and pregnant women 
were also assisted. 
 
In 2007, six UN agencies, including UNICEF, UNHCR, 
WFP, UNDP, WHO and UNFPA received CERF funding 
from the underfunded window of more than $6 million.    
 
In 2008, more than $3.7 million was allocated to CAR to 
provide humanitarian aid to internally displaced persons 
and safe air services to humanitarian aid workers.  At least 
38 NGOs and UN agencies are benefiting from the 
services. 
 

 
 
In Ouanda and Voukouma communes in the Vakaga, two thirds 
of all children under one are now fully vaccinated and more 
than half a million mosquito nets were distributed. (© UNHCR) 

Subscribe to the CERF newsletter 

If you want to receive our newsletter every month by 
email, please send a short note to cerf@un.org. 
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