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The Mission of the United Nations Office for the coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective 

humanitarian action, based on humanitarian principles, in collaboration with national and international actors.  
Coordination saves lives 

+ For more information, see the "history of the crisis" section at the end of the report.  

Ecuador: Earthquake 
Situation Report No. 9 (up to 9 May 2016) 

 
 
This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners and with inputs from official institutions. It covers the period from [3 
to 9 May 2016 at 12:00]. The next report will be published on 16 May 2016. 

Featured 

 The Flash Appeal (US$ 72.7 million) is currently 12 
per cent funded. Funds are urgently needed to 
implement programs to assist benefit thousands of 
people. 

 The Government created the Committee for 
Reconstruction and Productive Reactivation of 
Employment to revive the economy and manage 
reconstruction in the affected areas. 

 Approximately 82 tourism establishments were 
affected in Portoviejo. Tourism is one of the main 
economic activities in the affected areas. 

  Displaced families who are not in official shelters, 
are in need of assistance. 

Overview of Situation 
3The number of reported deaths increased to 660 and 190,364 have sought medical assistance (4,605 people were 
attended in the first 72 hours of the emergency). Fifteen people are still missing and about 7,000 buildings are 
destroyed. People in shelters has risen to 32,757. Some 560 schools are affected, of which 166 are moderate to 
severely damaged. 

New officials, including the Secretary of Risk Management (SGR) the ministries of Foreign Trade, the National 
Secretariat of Water (SENAGUA) and the Ministry of Culture and Economic Inclusion and Social (MIES) are being 
appointed. 

There are currently 281 sites identified as shelters (51 official shelters and 230 in temporary camps or spontaneous 
shelters). There are 656 people with disabilities, of whom 371 are in shelters and 283 with host families.  

The SGR encourages assistance to be channelled through the website ecuadorlistoysolidario.com  

                                                      
 
1 Ministry of Economic and Social Inclusion (MIES)  

2 Based upon buildings evaluated as of 7 May by the Ministry of Urban Development and Housing (MIDUVI) 
3 Secretary of Risk Management, Report 61 as of 1600 7 May. 
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Flash Appeal to assist those most 

affected . 
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Financing 

The Flash Appeal has received 12 per cent of total requirements after the first three weeks. Most of the funds (US$ 
7.5 million) come from the CERF. The appeal for international assistance is $72.7 million to assist 350,000 people 
for three months. Total humanitarian contributions as recorded by OCHA are US $ 16.8 million, including funding to 
organisations not participating in the Flash Appeal. Contributions received as of 5 May 2016: 

 

Earthquake in Ecuador 2016 

US$72.7 million Requested 

 
 

Financing by sector % of recorded data 

 

 

All humanitarian actors, including donors and recipient agencies, are urged to report to the OCHA financial tracking service (FTS - 

http://fts.unocha.org) contributions in cash or in kind by sending an e -mail to: fts@un.org and Humanitarian Response 

The authorities have distributed 419,966 food kits. 

Presidential Decree No.1004 from 26 April 2016 established the Committee of Reconstruction and Economic 
Reactivation for earthquake affected areas. The Decree aims to apply policies, projects and programs for short-term 
reactivation of the economy, trade and reconstruction of the main affected localities. The Committee will be chaired 
by Vice-President Jorge Glas. 

The productivity and livelihoods working-group has assessed temporary contracts to implement recovery programs. 

The Ministry of Urban Development and Housing is currently assessing the number of damaged buildings. 

Around 120 international organizations, local NGOs, international funding agencies, United Nations agencies and 
the International Movement of the Red Cross are supporting the Government’s response to the emergency. 

Authorities remind agencies, institutions and people who have desire to contribute, to coordinate efforts through the 
Secretariat of Risk Management. The focal point is: Evelyn Jaramillo evelyn.jaramillo@gestionderiesgos.gob.ec 

People deploying to Ecuador should register on the Humanitarian ID Web site: https://humanitarian.id/#/ or send an 
email to ecuador@redhum.org.  
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 Water, sanitation and hygiene 

Needs: 

 Repair equipment, water sources and drilling in places where water 
transportation is not feasible. 

 Drainage of waste water in camps, health centres, and friendly spaces. 

 Proper sanitation and garbage disposal systems. 

 Appropriate hygiene practices (transport and water treatment, hand washing, and vector control). 

 Showers, washbasins and sinks in shelters. 

Response: 

 The sector is led by UNICEF in Perdenales, by CARE in Jama and Action Against Hunger in Esmeraldas. It 
will soon be activated in Portoviejo. 

 Water and sanitation facilities will be installed in 4 temporary schools in Pedernales and Jama. 

 Technical support will be offered to authorities in Pedernales to recover water supplies. 

 The sector, with 44 organizations, is coordinating with SENAGUA. 

Gaps & Limitations: 

 Increase in number of shelters identified in rural areas with needs in water and sanitation. These needs are 
being assessed. 

 Affected schools survey conducted by the Ministry of Education in rural areas of Jama reveal the need for 
temporary schools and respective needs in water and sanitation. 

Contact: Grant Leaity gleaity@unicef.org Phone. (593 2) 2460330/32, Ext. 1522 

 Shelters and non-food items 

Needs: 

 Needs and priorities of displaced people have not been fully assessed. 
Humanitarian assistance is satisfying some needs of displaced people and 
providing temporary solutions to stabilize the situation. 

 Recovery and reconstruction planning has been underway for the past 10 days and once completed will 
provide more stainable housing options, this will include repairing houses to allow the people to return to 
their homes, temporary shelters in urban and rural areas, technical assistance and capacity building to 
those who have already rebuilt their homes, as well as cash transfers to construct temporary shelters and 
find rental solutions. 

Response: 

 The sector is providing shelter, distributing non-food items such as tarps, plastic sheeting,basic tools and 
materials to improve improvised damaged houses; blankets, kitchen and hygiene kits. 

 The sector has distributed 59,657 units of non-food items to families in the affected area. 

 The International Federation of the Red Cross, as shelter sector coordinator, is working with 24 
organizations in support of the Ministry of Housing and are holding meetings in the affected areas. 

Gaps & Limitations: 

 Camps are a last resort - only after all other options have been exhausted. 

 Ensure that the largest possible number of people remain on their own land or property and avoid forcible 
transfers and ensure that people remain as close as possible to their livelihoods,  

 Use of local materials and local suppliers in the provision of shelter to help the recovery of the local 
economy. 

 Provision of temporary shelters solutions that will last at least two years. 

 Temporary shelter solutions will support families in reconstruction efforts and ensure that they use quality 
materials for permanent housing. 

 Mass information campaigns to ensure that affected communities are informed of policies and assistance 
and are able to make informed decisions 

Contact: Anna Pont anna.pont@ifrc.org +1 202 910 6834, Manuel Hoff mhoff@iom.int, IOMECalbergues@iom.int 
+593 999668857 

$14 million 
For 50,000 people 

$16 million 
For 100,000 people 

mailto:mhoff@iom.int
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 Camp Coordination and Camp Management 

Needs: 

 Obtain, analyze and disseminate data on displaced population.   

 Develop a comprehensive approach on all components of management of 
temporary shelter. 

 Ensure minimum security, privacy, and dignity conditions in shelters and existing settlements, especially in 
health care facilities and temporary shelters. 

 Information about protocols for cases of gender-based violence and other incidents of protection. 

 Reference material to ensure that potential relocations are based on humanitarian principles and the 
consent of people involved. 

Response: 

 IOM and World Vision trained 15 volunteers in the displacement tracking matrix (DTM) to collect data on 
sites hosting displaced people. Three teams are covering the areas of Esmeraldas (Canton Muisne); Bahía 
de Caráquez and San Vicente North; and Portoviejo, Manta and Jaramijó. The collection of data from sites 
in Rocafuerte and Portoviejo is already finished. 

 Shelter improvement interventions for people with special needs, coordinated between IOM, Handicap 
International and UNICEF. 

 Protection indicators were included in the DTM. 

 IOM organizes and monitors conditions of security, privacy and dignity in 3 shelters in Pedernales, la 
Chorrera and El Matal. They provide recommendations to managers of shelters. 

 IOM has trained the Blue Helmets in an introductory module on management and coordination of 
temporary camps.  

 IOM and World Vision adapted material on violence and abuse focusing on temporary shelters. 

 Plan International is working with friendly spaces in emergencies, providing safe places that allow children 
to participate in educational and protection activities through leisure and recreational activities. 

 CRS are assisting experts in areas of temporary shelters, water and sanitation and protection. They are 
also supporting cash for work for construction and providing small grants in Pedernales-Recinto La 
Chorrera and Jama. 

 World Vision is helping to coordinate humanitarian assistance in the Portoviejo COE, especially in training 
on the methodology of child friendly spaces in the cantons of Portoviejo and Rocafuerte.  

 IOM is working on a strategy of human trafficking prevention with the Government within the national plan 
against trafficking. 

 IOM and UNDP met with the DCMS, MIDUVI and MIES to support the Government’s strategy for host 
families.  

Gaps & Limitations: 

 Decisions on relocating people and families and installation of camps are not based on objective 
information.  

 Need to define three-month work plans for clear interventions based on a mapping of information and 
territorial areas. 

 Displaced people in temporary shelters in schools report that they had to vacate the premises to allow for 
classes to restart. In Bahia, families in 3 schools being used as shelter were transferred to the stadium, 
without regards to the whereabouts of family members that did not appear in the stadium. Such transfers 
need to be monitored and work should focus on preventing evictions and relocations without full consent of 
sheltered people. 

 In rural areas of Rocafuerte (Manabí), visited sites present difficult access to water (for drinking and 
household use) and food. Food and water distributions are irregular and there is no access to supplemental 
food for pregnant women, nursing mothers and children. 

Contact: Manuel Hoff mhoff@iom.int >Phone (593 2) 3934400. IOMECalbergues@iom.int 

 

 

 

$4 million 
For 100,000 people 

mailto:IOMECalbergues@iom.int
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 Food Security 

Needs: 

 According to the Government, there are 720,000 people affected across the 
country. 

 WFP is finalizing a rapid food security assessment in emergency (ESAE) in 
rural and urban areas. According to the results of the evaluation be reviewed 
and adjusted the strategy of targeting and restored if necessary. 

 Action Against Hunger has carried out two rapid and qualitative analyses on food security, livelihoods and 
markets. 
 

Response: 

 As of 6 May, WFP has distributed food kits to 105,710 people. Plan International has supported with 2,000 
rations. 

 Other NGOs working with Government and WFP to provide assistance to the affected people: World Vision 
(20,000), Action Against Hunger and Plan International (15,000). 

 FAO is working with the Ministry of agriculture, livestock, aquaculture and fisheries (MAGAP) to define 
assessment methodologies and instruments based on the priorities of the Government. 

 Plan International has developed a response plan to provide safe spaces for children and to incorporate 
food distribution in the most affected rural communities.  

Contact: Kyungnan Park Kyungnan.Park@wfp.org Phone. (593 2) 2460330/32, Ext. 1606 

 Health 

Needs: 

 Repair of the MSP central vaccine centre in Quito. 

 Repair health facilities with minor damages.  

 Replacement of equipment in affected hospitals. 

 Development of health promotion for the prevention of diseases in populations affected. 

Response: 

 Coordinate the deployment and operation of medical equipment for immediate care of injured emergency. 

 Assessment of health facilities infrastructure. 

 Evaluation of water supply, distribution and quality. 

 Strengthening epidemiological surveillance. 

 Collection and distribution of medications and supplies earmarked for humanitarian assistance. 

 Work in communities to identify cases of diseases according to the epidemiological profile of affected 
areas. 

 Draft an action plan for the prevention and control of diseases transmitted by vectors in affected areas that 
contemplates:  

o Vector control in risk areas shelters and centres.  
o Distribution of mosquito nets for women at gestational age and sheltered population.  
o Mobilization of 10 brigades to support comprehensive interventions (from 23 April until June).  

 Vaccinated 10,511 people in shelters in Manta, Jaramijó, Montecristi, Chone, Pedernales, Jama, Sucre, 
San Vicente and Canoa.  

 Established an inter-agency team of PAHO/WHO, UNFPA and UNICEF to define, in coordination with 
MSP, the strategy of intervention in mental health in Manabí. 

Gaps & Limitations: 

 There are 35 health establishments with structural and non-structural damage, 14 are inoperative, mostly in 
Manabi, including 7 hospitals and 7 health centres. 

 The Ministry of Health is implementing a plan for the prevention and control of diseases transmitted by 
vectors in areas affected by the earthquake. 

Contact: Gina Tambini tambinig@paho.org  phone. (593 2) 2460330/32, Ext. 1905 

$16 million 
 260,000 people for 45 

days 

$4.5 million 
For 245,000 people 

mailto:Kyungnan.Park@wfp.org
mailto:tambinig@paho.org
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Protection 

Needs: 

 Provide differential-based psychosocial care. 

 Strengthening community participation in the response. 

 Provide information on rights and answers to people living in shelters and 
outside of camps. 

 Strengthen protection response routes 

 Prevent the risks of gender based sexual violence at reception sites. 

 Ensure humanitarian assistance and safe access without discrimination 

 Ensure the protection and identification of vulnerable people in censuses and needs assessments 
especially in informal sites and rural areas.  

 Prevent social tensions between communities 

 Prevent secondary internal displacement 

 An initial estimate from the Foreign Ministry indicates that 17,900 people have requested asylum in the 
provinces of Manabí, Esmeraldas, Santo Domingo, Guayas and Los Ríos. 

Response: 

 With the Ministry of Economic and Social Inclusion, the sector has created response protocols for the 
protection of children and incidents of sexual and gender-based violence. 

 Coordination of protection groups in Portoviejo to ensure consistency in approaches of partner agencies. 

 UNHCR and UN Women have trained the Ecuadorian Armed Forces as part of the peace keeping 
programme, on protection in camps and identification and prevention of gender based violence in Quito 

Gaps & Limitations: 

 There is a lack of comprehensive diagnosis of protection needs and risks 

 Lack a mechanism to monitor cases to prevent and respond to rights violations. 

 Lack of clear coordination mechanisms at the local level 

Peter Janssen janssen@unhcr.org Phone. (593 2) 2460330/32, Ext. 1665 

 Education 

Needs: 

 Ensure access to educational and recreational spaces and protection to 
children and adolescents (from 3 to 17 years old) and activities for stress relief, 
nutritional supplements, drinking water and latrines. 

 Train education staff on the use of UNICEF school-in-the-box kits, recreational activities, psychosocial 
support and provide key messages to stakeholders in the educational community to save lives. 

 Support to the Ministry of Education in implementing education in emergency protocols in schools used as 
shelters and return them for educational activities.  

 Support the Ministry of Education in the repair and relocation of fully and partially damaged schools. 

 Locate children and adolescents excluded from the national education system in the most affected and 
vulnerable municipalities and ensure their inclusion in education spaces. 

Response: 

 UNICEF and its partners are coordinating with the Ministry of Education to begin the first phase of the back 
to school and protection strategy.  

 Field teams have set up a temporary learning space in Jama, two temporary educational facilities at 
Pedernales and the "Alejandra Alcívar" school, which was not damage and is ready for immediate use.  

 The cantons of the province of Manabí and the province of Esmeraldas canton Muisne students began 
clasess on 2 May with recreational and emotional support through the implementation of the program 
"school for all, together we rise" activities. This program supports the educational community, affected by 
the earthquake event. Educational institutions have become spaces for emotional recovery and for the 
consolidation of the social fabric. School support activities will include three stages: 

o STAGE 1.-support social-emotional and recreational activities (began 2 May 2016, duration: 2-4 
weeks) 

o STAGE 2.- Non-formal education and access to formal education (duration: 2-4 weeks) 
o STAGE 3.- Formal education, curriculum adjustments (up to the 4th of July) 

$3 million 
For 200,000 people 

$5.5 million 
For 120,000 people 

mailto:janssen@unhcr.org
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 The creation of educational institutions - temporary education space and protection for children and 
adolescents is a key priority. These areas comprise various components of the response, such as the 
protection of children, health care, and the promotion of hygiene and vector control to prevent the spread of 
ZIKA, dengue and chikungunya. 

 UNICEF is supporting the education sector response in Jama and Pedernales to support the Ministry of 
Education with the creation of temporary educational facilities and protection, known as "educational 
institutions". 

Gaps & Limitations: 

 The response is focusing on avoiding the destruction and temporary closure of schools in affected areas, 
together with a large number of facilities used for the shelter or temporary shelters, interrupted the 
education of boys, girls and adolescents. 

 On 6 May, the Ministry of Education provided disaggregated information regarding the state of educational 
system and of affected teachers and students, which will be essential to continue with response planning.  

Contact: Grant Leaity gleaity@unicef.org  Phone (593 2) 2460330/32, Ext. 1522 

Early Recovery 

Needs: 

 Need for official information for urban and rural areas. 

 Immediate actions for collecting information on displaced families and host 
families.  

 Accompany the Ministry of Housing in its process of assessing and prioritizing buildings in affected areas, 
to ensure that the affected population do not live in unsafe housing and start building processes.  

 There is a need to support local authorities in the disposal of debris and other materials in illegal dumps 
and better use of existing dumps. As dump sites are approved, the GAD's will need to control the 
collection, transport and disposal.  

 Activate an economic recovery strategy for livelihood of affected and displaced people, mainly for families 
with limited resources, in particular family farming (peasant and artisan fisheries) and other sectors of the 
popular economy (small-scale trade and tourism). 

Response: 

 UNDP met with the National Institute of statistics (INEC) regarding the process of information gathering. 
The Director of the INEC reported that in two weeks the team will gather information from affected areas in 
two branches: 1) information on shelters to create a data base of victims; and (2) information of economic 
flows affecting businesses in prioritized areas.  

 After several meetings between ILO, UNDP, Ministry of Labour and other national institutions, a Ministerial 
Agreement was published to implement cash for work programs. The UNDP will support sector members in 
sharing experiences, formats and develop programs.  

 The subgroup of host families met MIES, DCMS and MIDUVI regarding the strategy of the program to 
support host families; the single victim registry and the socio-economic assessment to provide technical 
assistance in the sector through the experience in other countries. Assessment of homes for issues of 
protection, sanitation, need for incentives is considered important. 

 Early recovery Sector met on 5 May, to continue coordinating response actions: 
o UNDP presented the early recovery sector strategy, which focuses on debris and waste 

management; the recovery of the livelihood, and rehabilitation of infrastructure, and supporting to 
host family. 

o Ecuadorian Red Cross provided information on the livelihoods of assessment mission which 
started on 9 May.  

o UN Women provided information on gender markers in early recovery programs.  
o Plan International registered homes affected in the rural canton areas of Sucre, Rocafuerte, 

Tosagua, Portoviejo, Jipijapa, on 24 May they assessed 518 affected homes. 
o FAO and MAGAP published a preliminary analysis of effects in the agriculture sector on 29 April  
o Action Against Hunger carried out a rapid assessment of livelihoods in Muisne cantons Pedernales  
o  CRIC and Foundation Terranueva carried out a qualitative assessment in Manabi on productive 

infrastructure and livelihoods from 28-30 April. The assessment focused on families with scarce 
resources, especially family agriculture and other sectors of the popular economy. 

o The SGP gathered information from six community initiatives that frame 40 communities and 1255 
families. 

$7 million 
For 100,000 people 

mailto:gleaity@unicef.org
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Gaps and Limitations: 

 The collection of official information still not in place for rural areas and is being planned. The sector is 
working with NGOs to get information regarding early recovery. 

 Immediate and timely assessment of buildings and prioritization in the affected areas to ensure that the 
affected population is not living in unsafe housing and start building processes.  

 There is need to support local authorities in rubble management in illegal dumps and the rehabilitation and 
the better use of existing dump sites.  

 Incentives for host family can generate a domino effect; the value of the lease bonus is calculated on the 
basis of the vulnerability of those affected and displaced. A monitoring mechanism is needed for issues of 
protection and sanitation for host families 

Contact: Nuno Queiros Nuno.Queiros@undp.org Phone. (593 2) 2460330/32, Ext. 2201 

Logistics 

Needs: 

 The logistics sector, led by WFP, is providing information relevant to the 
emergency on behalf of the humanitarian community. Regular coordination 
meetings are being held in Quito, Pedernales and Portoviejo. 

Response: 

 In support to the Government and humanitarian community, WFP is providing logistical support and 
associated services such as storage, coordination and information management for the logistics sector. 

 On 30 April, WFP, in coordination with UNHRD, facilitated the arrival of two flights with a grant from UPS. 
The aircraft transported humanitarian cargo from Panama for five organizations for a total of 73 tonnes. 

 At the request of the Ministry of Defence, a portable warehouse of 10 x 32 meters was installed in 
Portoviejo to increase the Government's ability to respond to the emergency.  

 In response to the need for temporary storage, the WFP has:  
o The Logistics Centre in Pedernales, with two mobile storage units, with a capacity of 560 mt2. 
o The Logistics Centre in Manta, with two mobile storage units with a capacity of 640 m2.  
o The CELAH warehouse in Tumbaco, Quito, with approximately 1,200 m2 of space available for 

temporary storage.  

 WFP has information management and coordination staff in Quito and field staff in Pedernales and Manta, 
responsible for managing logistics centres in both places. Maps of land access, meeting minutes, 
guidelines, and other logistical information on the website http://www.logcluster.org/ops/ecu16. 

 
Gaps and Limitations: 

 SETECI asked beneficiaries of the logistics sector to report on their activities in the country. 

 The lack of funds for the logistics sector will hamper continued provision of services without cost to the 
humanitarian community.  It is imperative that present and potential beneficiaries of logistics services 
include request for for logistics funding in their programmes. 

Contact: Irving Prado, email: irving.prado@wfp.org and mobile: 099-497-9905. 

General Coordination 
Resident Coordinator and Humanitarian Coordinator Mr. Diego Zorrilla is coordinating the response for the United 
Nations. 

Twelve national thematic working groups coordinate the national response – the sector approach supports these 
national counterparts.  

A communications group of the Humanitarian Country Team met with the national communication working group to 
coordinate activities that support communication with beneficiaries, community engagement, and public information. 

OCHA, in support of the Humanitarian Coordinator, has led the proposals process for the CERF and the Flash 
Appeal, working directly with sector leads. 

The Humanitarian ID website is set up to register humanitarian staff: https://humanitarian.id 

$2 millions 
To support the logistic 

operations 

mailto:Nuno.Queiros@undp.org
http://www.logcluster.org/ops/ecu16
https://humanitarian.id/
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SETECI (Ecuador Secretariat of International Cooperation) has requested use of this tool to register incoming 
humanitarian personnel 

Using the Humanitarian Response platform for operational information related to the response 
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/  

On-site coordination centres are being strengthened with OCHA staff as the UNDAC team leaves. 

 

For more information, please contact: 

Darío Álvarez, UNDAC Head of Mission, alvarez6@un.org  Ecuador cell phone: + 593 93 907 0688 

Wendy Cue, Head of Regional Office (Panama), cue@un.org  Tel: +507 317-1748, Cel +507 6676-1689 

Brenda Eriksen, Information Management Officer, eriksenb@un.org  Tel: +507 317-1748, Cel +507 6780-4457 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org www.reliefweb.int - www.redhum.org  

To be added to or removed from the distribution list, please write to: ocha-rolac@un.org  

 

Background to the crisis 
A 7.8 degree (Richter scale) occurred at 18:58 (local time) on Saturday, April 16 (23.58 GMT).  This earthquake is the strongest to hit the 
country since 1979. The Geophysical Institute of Ecuador has recorded six aftershocks with magnitudes higher than 6 degrees.  The epicenter 
was located between the cities of Cojimíes and Pedernales, in the northern area of the province of Manabí – which has the most affected 
communities. The Government declared a state of exception for the entire country. Authorities have declared a state of emergency for the 
provinces of Santa Elena, Manabí, Esmeraldas, Guayas, Santo Domingo de los Tsáchilas and Los Ríos. The coastal city of Pedernales, in 
the Manabí province is the most affected and has been declared a state of disaster. 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/
mailto:alvarez6@un.org
mailto:cue@un.org
mailto:eriksenb@un.org
http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.reliefweb.int/
http://www.redhum.org/
mailto:ocha-rolac@un.org

