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       WARNING STAGE: 
 
         Division            Stage        Trend    
          North                Normal No change 
 
          Central             Normal No change 
 
           South              Normal No change 

          District             Normal      No change       
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Situation Overview 
      Environmental indicators  

• Cloudy and sunny weather experienced in all the divisions n the month.   
• More reliance on permanent water sources for both livestock and domestic use at 

household level. Increased distance to water points.   
• Forage quality and quantity on the decline district wide, ranging between fair and poor in 

both mixed farming and agro pastoral livelihood zones.   
 Rural economy indicators 
• Cereals and legumes harvesting complete except for pigeon peas whose harvesting is 

ongoing. 
• Harvesting of pigeon peas and cotton picking went on in the month. 
• Increased crop sales at fluctuating prices.   
• Sale of crops and livestock were the major source of household income in the two livelihood 

zones.  
• Relief food interventions carried out in the month impacted positively on household food 

security.  
• Improved average prices for shoats and reduced average price for cattle.  
• Stable body condition for all livestock species .Cases of CCPP in goats reported in 

Kamanyaki and Kanjoro locations. 
Human welfare indicators 
• Milk production reduced in the month. 
• Slight improvement in the nutritional status of children 12-59 months.  
• Improved household food security as a result of the recent harvests, though little. 
  Overall trend assessment 
• Crop performance ranged between fair and poor, the most affected part being the locations 

along river Tana belt and Marimanti. However there was an improvement in household food 
security. 
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   1.0 ENVIRONMENTAL INDICATORS 
1.1 Rainfall. 

• The district experienced days of sunny and cloudy weather in the month. The just ended long 
rains were quite erratic and insufficient hence performed poorly in the entire district. Some areas 
such as those along the river Tana belt such as Kamarandi, Kamanyaki, Kathangacini and 
Maragwa locations received the least amounts of rainfall, thus the crop performed most poorly in 
these areas. Of the other locations, Marimanti received the least amount of rainfall. 

1.2 Crop performance 
• Poor harvests have been realized in the entire district. In the mixed farming livelihood zones 

where maize and beans are cultivated, the two crops performed most poorly, and negligible 
amounts have been harvested in these areas. Most of the households had zero harvest as the 
crop dried up at tussling stage of its development. (Maize had earlier been destroyed by 
armyworms at an early stage). Other cereals such as millets and sorghums, which had initially 
been affected by the army worm at an early stage of development also performed poorly in the 
season, with harvests below normal in both zones.  

• Legumes such as green grams, cowpeas and pigeon peas which are more reliable in long rains 
season were not spared by the erratic rainfall performance. Little was harvested of the crop as 
most of it dried up at flowering stage when the dry weather set in. 

  
1.3 Vegetation covers (pasture and browse quality&quantity) 

 Forage quality and quantity declined in the month. In the upper zones, where fewer livestock are 
reared (agro pastoral and rain fed cropping zones), little standing hay was available. This is 
expected to last for 1-2 months. The browse is also likely to last 1-2 months.  

 In the lower zones (agro pastoral livelihood zones) pasture reduced to a larger extent. Its quality 
also declined in the month. Nevertheless, browse was available in most of the parts which could 
sustain livestock for two months. Areas within the river Tana belt (Kamarandi, Kamanyaki, 
Maragwa and Kathangacini) had the least amount of forage. Livestock moved into Kathangacini 
location from neighboring locations in search of pasture. (Kathangacini has low settlements)  

 Leasing of herding grounds in various parts of the district was also evident in the month. This was 
as a result of forage scarcity. Since people expect forage to be scarce in the dry season, some 
preserved crop remains as hay for use. 

 Forage quality ranged between fair and poor while its quantity ranged between fair-inadequate in 
all parts of the district. 

 Forage depreciation has occurred a time so early, an abnormal occurrence at such a time of the 
year. 

1.4 Access to water 
 Households utilized permanent water sources for both livestock and domestic purposes. These 

include rivers, functional hand pumps, and springs and piped water. Water levels in rivers have 
reduced considerably prompting rationing in the irrigated farms. This has negatively affected the 
productivity in these zones, a situation expected to worsen as the dry season progresses. 

 Distances to water points have increased. This is as a result of drying up of the shallow wells that 
had been in use in the past months. This observation is however within seasonal range. 

 
2. RURAL ECONOMY INDICATORS 

2.1. Livestock body condition 
 The body condition for browsers remained good district wide while that of cattle ranged between 

fair-good .This is attributed to the deterioration of forage quality and quantity district wide. 
Consequently, livestock body condition is expected to take a downward trend.  

 The current condition depicts good monetary value for livestock and there fore improved food 
security. This is however and within the expected seasonal range. 

 
2.2. Livestock health 
 Except for some cases of CCPP in Kamanyaki and Kanjoro locations, livestock health was good 

through out the month. There were a few cases of Newcastle among poultry in Kanjoro, Thiiti, 
Chiakariga and Rukurini locations. However these are normal cases in such a time of the year. 
The stable livestock health implies reduced expenditure on provision of livestock medical facilities 
and therefore improved food security.  

2.3. Livestock Prices (Ksh.) 
Cattle, goat and sheep 



• On average the selling price for cattle depreciated in the month while that of shoats appreciated. 
The price trend could be attributed to their stable body condition.   

• The highest and the lowest prices for cattle were noted in south and north divisions respectively. 
• Shoat’s average prices were highest and lowest in North and South locations respectively. High 

sales were also evident in the month. The reason is that most households opt to sell livestock and 
spare the little harvests they have. This is however a normal observation in the month. 

Below is a graphical presentation of the findings. 
 

Average livestock prices at household level
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2.4 Purchase prices of food  

• The purchase price for all food crops varied across the divisions. The commodity price 
was unstable and varied across the markets. However, the general observation is that 
prices for most of the crops decreased compared to last month. This could be attributed to 
the availability of the same in the local markets following recent harvests. 

• Both cereals and legumes were readily available in the markets, either from the 
neighboring districts or from the farmers. 

 
 

a) Maize and Beans 
• The above crops were the most affected by the inadequate long rains and therefore performed 

very poorly. They are however brought in to the markets by the traders from within/without 
the district. On average, price for maize increased while that of beans decreased in the month. 
These price unstable price deviations are determined by availability of the crop in the 
markets.  
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• Maize prices ranged between ksh.17-20 /kg while beans sold at ksh.45-50 /kg.  Both were 
adequately available in the markets although the price was above normal. This abnormal price 
trend is as a result of the failed crop, and is a threat to the household food security as majority of 
the households can not afford it considering their high poverty levels (65%) In normal 
circumstances, maize sell at ksh.12.00 and beans at ksh.27.00. 

 
The Price trend is as shown in the graph below. 

Average price of staple food crops
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b) Millet, green grams, rice  
• Just as it was the case in maize and beans, the above crops prices fluctuated across the markets 

and market days. On average, the prices of rice and millet decreased while that of green grams 
appreciated in the month. 

• The unstable market trend is as a result of the unstable supply and demand of the same in the 
markets. Currently, the demand is high from the traders and the supply low due to poor harvests 
hence the abnormally high prices. 

• The abnormally high prices for green grams and other legumes (except beans) are a boost to 
household food security since these are mainly cultivated for sale to earn household income. The 
same applies to millets and sorghum. 

• The price trends are abnormal observations in the month. 
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The graph below shows the trend analysis of average foods prices at the local markets.  
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3. HUMAN WELFARE INDICATORS 

3.1 Milk production and consumption 
• The longest dry season has set in and as it is expected, forage has deteriorated quality and 

quantity wise in the entire district. Consequently, milk production has significantly reduced at 
household level.  

• The survey done in 300 households revealed an average daily milk production of 0.7 ltrs from 
cattle and 0.2 ltrs from goats. Its consumption also decreased in the month. This was for the 
categories ‘children only’ and ‘everybody’. Most of the households reported nobody has been 
taking milk in the last four weeks. The decline has negatively impacted on the household food 
security as milk is not easily available to children. 

  Milk production and consumption varied among divisions.  
3.2 Nutrition status of children 12-59 months old (MUAC) 

 Contrary to reduced milk production at household level, nutritional status of children 12-59 
months improved in the month. This observation could be attributed to the recent immunization 
during the measles campaign where by Vitamin A supplement was also given. This helped boost 
children’s immunity and improved their health in the month. Out of the 1,540 children under 
survey, 6.65% of them had MUAC <135mm (at risk of malnutrition).  

The trend is as shown in the graph below.  
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Nutritional status of children 12-59 months
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NB. Reference year is a bad year:-July 2004-June 2005. 
 
3.3 Livestock migration 
 

• These were evident in the month. Livestock moved to the zones along river Tana belt in search of 
pasture whose availability has greatly declined in most parts of the district. These movements 
were mainly evident in the agro pastoral zones of the district. Others moved towards the 
uninhabited hills where pasture exploitation was less. This occurrence is normal and is expected 
to increase as the dry season progresses.  

• As a result of the influx to the lower zones, forage has been over utilized hence its shortage in the 
areas. The movements put the livestock at risk of contracting a disease in case of an outbreak. 
Proper animal husbandry and control of livestock pests and other minor ailments has been 
hampered by the same. This has in essence led to lower livestock production in the said areas, 
impacting negatively to food security. 

 
3.4 Insecurity 
 
• The reported cases of insecurity in the month were human/wildlife conflicts whereby crocodiles 

predated on livestock at the watering point (river Tana). This affected a few households and is 
a normal occurrence. Also noted was an invasion of farms by elephants from the neighboring 
National park. The animals destroyed the crop in the field in parts of Nkondi location in central 
division. However the situation was contained in time as the jumbos were driven away before 
they could do much destruction. 

 
3.5  Coping strategies. 
 

Among the coping strategies applied in the month include:- 
• Preservation of crop remains as hay for use in the dry season. 
• Leasing if grazing lands by those with large pieces of land and small livestock numbers. 
• Involvement in casual labor, charcoal burning and sand harvesting to provide household 

income.  
 
4. Relief food interventions 
 
• In the month the district received 270.09 MT of maize and 46.9 MT pulse which was 

distributed to 39,120 beneficiaries.   
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5. Observations 
 
• The long rains performance was poor in the entire district, with crops performance varying 

across livelihood zones. Poor crop performance, varying amongst livelihood zones and 
locations. 

• Maize and beans performed most poorly. Poorest crop performance in Marimanti and 
locations along the river Tana belt.   

• Livestock movements mainly in agro pastoral zones towards the river Tana belt in search of 
pasture. Livestock movement in search of forage in Kathangacini location. 

 
              5. Areas of concern 
 

• Uncontrolled livestock movements in search of pasture put the livestock at risk in case of a 
disease outbreak in the district. 

• Hurried disposal of crop harvests to the markets by households has negatively implication on 
future household food security.  
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