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Thank you Madam President for the opportunity to address the Council.  

 

I will brief you on the humanitarian realities that South Sudanese face, the challenges we face in 

responding, and what is needed to improve people’s lives and strengthen their protection.  

 

Since we briefed this Council in December late last year, most humanitarian indicators have 

deteriorated. Sub-national violence continues. In March, violence displaced more than 40,000 

people in the Abyei Administrative Area, adding to it in Twic in Warrap State, a worrying 

development in this forgotten area. Displacement of people continues across elsewhere due to 

sub-national violence and conflict over resources such as cattle in places like Equatoria and 

Jonglei.   

 

Women and girls are at serious risk of gender-based violence when fighting breaks out as we 

have recently seen in Unity State, where the conflict in Leer, Mayendit and Koch counties 

resulted in numerous reports of women and girls being raped. 

 

Against a back-drop of profound macro-economic challenges, the drivers of conflict and climate 

shocks have resulted in a dire humanitarian situation. When it gets as bad as in South Sudan, the 

specter of severe hunger and even famine results. 

 

Food insecurity will persist this year. About 8.3 million people will likely experience severe food 

insecurity during the lean season, May to July. 2.9 million people will likely face Emergency 
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levels of hunger –known as IPC Phase 4 - while 87,000 people will likely face catastrophic 

levels of food insecurity/famine likely-  known as IPC Phase 5.  

 

Madam President, 

 

The other big driver of humanitarian need is climate-related shocks. South Sudan now faces a 

fourth year of above average rainfall which has disrupted the agricultural season and constrained 

food production.   

 

At least half a million people will likely be impacted by floods this year with 200,000 people 

already displaced in Unity State with new flooding happening in areas water-logged from last 

year’s flooding. In Bentiu Town, flood waters from the last year have receded slowly, impacting 

access to safe water and resulting in a high risk of cholera. Humanitarians with support from 

UNMISS, among others, have worked tirelessly to ensure the preparedness resources are in place 

ahead of the rainy season and thanks to the Humanitarian Coordinator’s whole-of-system 

approach, the impact of flooding this year could be mitigated in Unity State. 

 

However, much more needs to be done across the country, our resources are scarce. Flood 

mitigation measures over the years have been insufficient to prevent this annual, predictable, and 

preventable misery. Collective action on climate mitigation and adaptation is needed in the years 

to come. 

 

Madam President, 

 

Over 2 million people remain internally displaced and over 2.3 million South Sudanese are 

refugees.  For people to return, South Sudan needs to address the issues keeping people in a 

holding pattern of displacement: insecurity, the presence of explosive hazards, unresolved 

housing, land, and property issues, and lack of basic services. There needs to be planning for IDP 

sites to possibly become permanent settlement locations. In short, durable solutions are needed. 

 

Madam President, 
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Humanitarian partners are committed to stay and deliver but South Sudan remains a dangerous 

place for humanitarians. So far this year 4 humanitarian workers have been killed in the line of 

duty. Last month, an armed group reportedly attacked a clinic in Pibor County and looted pre-

positioned nutritional supplies. Such incidents are unacceptable. 

 

This year’s Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) aims to assist 6.8 million people. We have so far 

reached about 3.1 million people. More people have not been reached not due lack of 

commitment but due to lack of resources. The US$1.7 billion HRP is only 26 percent funded. 

 

WFP has had to reset its priorities in food assistance program. About 4.5 million people will now 

be targeted, instead of the initial six million, putting more people at heightened risk of starvation. 

FAO has also had to reduce plans for seed distributions which impacts on communities’ ability 

to feed themselves.  

 

When our Humanitarian Coordinator, Ms. Sara Nyanti, visited Unity and Upper Nile States in 

April, women told her of their experiences of gender-based violence, health issues, and the lack 

of education for their children. Representatives of women groups said that all they can do is “cry 

for peace, as without it, [we] will never be able to feed [our] children without help…We are 

being raped, harassed, we have no livelihoods, no opportunities, girls can’t go to school. … 

Humanitarians are doing a great job for the vulnerable people and providing what they can, but 

we, as women, still have so many needs…. This is not the life we chose.” 

 

The resilience of the people of South Sudan is commendable, but that is not enough to turn the 

tide. This Council’s support is needed. 

 

I will end with three messages, Madam President: 

 

 The international response needs humanitarian, development, and peace-building efforts 

to be working together to address the root causes of thi crisis. Sustainability through 

national ownership of basic services is needed and efforts should promote localized 
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leadership and solutions when and where possible. This all while ensuring the protection 

of civilians and accountability for human rights abuses.  

 

 The safety of aid workers and assets must be ensured. We need action by the Government 

and all parties to the conflict. Continued attacks on humanitarian workers and assets 

perpetrated with impunity must stop. 

 

 Lastly, flexible, unearmarked and early funding at scale is urgently required to address 

the growing humanitarian needs I have described here, including to prevent a dangerous 

deterioration in the food security situation in South Sudan.   

 

 

I thank you, Madam President. 

 


