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HIGHLIGHTS 

 Humanitarian 
community strongly 
condemns the killing 
of a humanitarian 
worker in CAR 

 Outgoing 
Humanitarian 
Coordinator last 
message on key 
relief issues  

 Emergency Funds 
help rural residents 
to rebuild their lives 
better 

 Humanitarian 
partners repair roads 
and bridges as  poor 
infrastructure 
continue to impede 
access to some 
regions of CAR 

 

FIGURES 

 
# of  IDPs 

 
418,000  

# of refugees 
outside the country  

482,000 

Population  in need 
of  aid 

2,3 M 

Population affected 
by food insecurity 

2,5 M 

  

FUNDING 

531 million  
requested (US$) 

 

For more information, 
please visit 
www.unocha.org/car or 
www.humanitarianrespon
se.info/fr/operations/centr
al-african-republic/ or 

www.twitter.com/OCHA_
CAR 

 

Interview: “Central Africans need now to get together and start 
rebuilding their country in peace and tolerance” 
 
For almost two years, Aurélien Agbénonci was the Humanitarian Coordinator in the 
Central African Republic (CAR). Before leaving his post, he spoke with us about relief 
issues and concerns at a time when CAR is facing a rare opportunity for peace. 
 
Q: You took the post when violence spiked in the crisis. CAR is now emerging from 
three years of terrible unrest with a new Government. However, humanitarian 
needs remain enormous, and the crisis is one of the worst in the world. What will 
be the humanitarian impact of the elections?  
 

The recent elections give us a chance to 
improve the humanitarian situation for the 
most vulnerable people. I congratulate the 
people of CAR for undertaking the successful 
electoral process in a peaceful atmosphere. 
The election is a key step to end years of 
violence and gives us hope for stability and 
peace. I think that, with improved security, 
internally displaced people and refugees may 
eventually consider to return. This can 
happen, however, only if they feel that their 
safety will be guaranteed and their rights 

respected, enabling them to rebuild their lives 
and livelihoods. A peaceful scenario will also 
enable human rights to be better safeguarded 

and aid delivered more extensively. 
 
Q:  Following the latest allegations of UN troops being involved in sexual abuse, 
what is the humanitarian community doing to address sexual exploitation and 
abuse (SEA) in CAR? 
 
Humanitarian organizations have signed a code of conduct against SEA. In this 
document, the humanitarian community strongly condemns SEA and re-iterates its zero 
tolerance policy. The code of conduct includes a commitment to the centrality of 
protection and accountability with affected populations. Within this framework, 
humanitarian organizations in CAR commit to respect six core principles: protect the 
affected population; do no harm; accountability towards the people affected; participation 
of the population in decisions affecting them; systematic engagement with the people 
affected; and the establishment of a feedback mechanism enabling the affected 
population to voice their concerns confidentially and transparently. The signatories oblige 
their respective organizations to respect these principles both in their programmatic and 
behavioral dimensions of humanitarian assistance. We also ensure that inquiries are held 
for all allegations of abuses by humanitarian actors and follow-up action is taken. 
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October 2015. Kaga Bandoro, CAR. "The 
humanitarian community is committed to staying in 
CAR", said Aurelien Agbenonci. Credit: MINUSCA 
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“Humanitarian 
needs continue to 
exceed our 
resources by far. 
Failing to meet the 
most critical 
humanitarian 
needs could 
undermine the 
broader 
peacebuilding and 
stability-building 
agenda” said 
Aurelien 
Agbenonci.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Q: With many other major crises around the world, do you feel the world has 
forgotten CAR? 
 
I wouldn’t say the world has forgotten CAR. Clearly, competing crises have negatively 
impacted the funding situation here. We are feeling it now as humanitarian needs 
continue to exceed our resources by far. A total of US$531 million is urgently needed to 
meet the most basic needs for this year, as outlined in the 2016 Humanitarian Response 
Plan. Failing to meet the most critical humanitarian needs could undermine the broader 
peacebuilding and stability-building agenda. It is critical that while CAR remains high on 
the security and political agenda, it remains equally high in the humanitarian and 
development spheres. More funding is critical to allow us to do all we can, to prevent 
another humanitarian crisis that could undermine the gains we have made, and to put 
CAR on the right track towards a more prosperous and peaceful future. 
 
Q: Do you have a message for the next Humanitarian Coordinator? 
 
It is important to support national priorities and national ownership for development. It’s 
only by doing this that we will be able to contribute to a more prosperous, durable 
country. This is a unique moment and we should not miss this opportunity. Building 
recovery and stability requires long-term support, while there is also a need to provide 
life-saving assistance to 2.3 million people in need and to the many refugees in 
neighbouring countries. 
 
Q: What would you say have been some of the humanitarian successes in CAR 
over the past year?  
 
In 2015, the humanitarian community in CAR provided life-saving assistance to an 
estimated 2.7 million people in need. We ran education activities to 70,000 displaced 
children. More than 503,000 people have received emergency food assistance and about 
110,000 people gained access to drinkable water. We have other success stories in the 
protection sector, having demobilized 5,600 boys and girls associated with armed groups. 
We are now starting their reintegration back into civilian society. Though it is complicated 
to operate in CAR, these activities have had a critical impact on people’s lives. I must 
emphasize that the humanitarian community, which I represent, remains firmly committed 
to stay and deliver assistance to the affected population. 
 
Q: What will you miss the most about CAR? 
 
It has been an exceptional time to be in CAR at this historical juncture and I think we are 
on the right track. Central Africans need now to get together and start rebuilding their 
country in peace and tolerance. 
 

The humanitarian community condemns the 
killing of a humanitarian worker  

 
On 18 May, a well-identified MSF convoy of two vehicles was directly attacked by armed 
men in Kouki, 82 km north of Bossangoa (Ouham province). The vehicles were 
transporting staff and patients who were forced out of the cars and robbed of personal 
belongings and medication. In the course of the attack, one of the drivers was shot and 
killed. The Emergency Relief Coordinator, Stephen O’Brien was shocked and saddened 
to learn about the deplorable attack against a humanitarian convoy. He expressed his 
deepest condolences to the family, colleagues and friends of the deceased. Furthermore, 
the Humanitarian Coordinator a.i. in CAR, Mr. Kouassi Lazare Etien, strongly condemned 
the killing and urged all parties to ensure that those providing humanitarian assistance 
can safely access people in need and conduct their activities without hindrance. At least 
20 aid workers have been killed since December 2013. 
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Emergency fund helps rural residents  

The intercommunity conflicts that erupted in CAR in December 2013 have been having 
devastating effects on civilians. Many have been forced to flee their homes in search of 
refuge in makeshift displacement sites or with host families within CAR’s borders while 
over 482,423 Central Africans are refugees in neighbouring countries. Almost half the 
population—2.3 million people—lack basic supplies including food and potable water. 
With relative peace countrywide, people are returning to their homes with the hope of 
rebuilding their lives. 
 
Before the conflicts began, Nana Mambere Province was the country’s bread basket for 
animal husbandry. Of the 16,000 residents in Niem village, about 70 per cent were cattle 
herders and 30 per cent farmers. According to a May 2015 food security assessment by 
Catholic Relief Services (CRS), most herdsmen had at least 100 cattle before the crisis, 
but the average number of cows per household is now between 30 and 50 herds. 
 
Dawa Jonas, 66, is a native of Niem village, where he lives with his wife and five children. 
Before the crisis he owned 50 cows and 15 goats, but the majority was looted by armed 
groups and some died of preventable diseases. He now has only 33 cows and seven 

goats. The income from the sale of fresh 
meat enables him to provide for his 
family. He benefitted from a vaccination 
campaign in Niem in March, organized 
by CRS. “I have not lost any cattle to 
disease since the vaccination campaign. 
My herd is healthy and I am very 
grateful because the vaccinations were 
free,” said Jonas.  
 
CRS supplied the free vaccinations with 
support from the OCHA-managed CAR 
Humanitarian Fund (HF). CRS is 
helping herdsmen like Jonas to care of 

their families by strengthening their resilience and livelihoods. As the herdsmen’s main 
source of income is cattle rearing, the campaign ensured the vaccination of livestock 
against diseases and epidemics, boosting their immunity and keeping them alive longer. 
During the campaign, 50,000 cows and 10,000 small ruminants were vaccinated and 
dewormed in the Niem-Yéléwa and Gaudrot-Besson regions. 
 
Healthier cows 
 
Sixty-five-year-old Becka Fabien has only six cows out of the 80 he had before the 
conflicts. His cows were also looted and he was obliged to sell some to pay for the 
release of his 30-year-old son who was kidnapped by an armed group in Niem. His family 
consumes meat and fresh milk from the cows, and he sells meat to generate income.  
“After the vaccinations, my cows are healthier and showing no symptoms of diseases,” he 
said. “They are growing fatter every single day and I am very pleased. I can now put food 
on the table and take better care of my family.” 
 
Returning to a way of life 
 
77 per cent of the 293,759 inhabitants in the Nana Mambere Provice are food insecure. 
According to a 2015 food security rapid assessment by Action contre la Faim, 30 per cent 
of displaced people who returned to Nana Mambere Province cannot access sufficient 
food. Through the HF allocation, CRS is, inter alia, distributing tools and seeds to 50 
farming groups in Niem.  
 
The Food and Agriculture Organization provided complimentary support with vaccines, 
coolers, syringes, seeds and planting tools. 
 

May 2016. Niem, CAR. Jonas Dawa owns 33 cows. They 
provide milk and meat for his family. Credit: OCHA/Laura 
Fultang 
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“People want to 
return to their way 
of life before the 
crisis. We are 
helping families to 
restore their 
livelihoods and 
live in peace with 
one another. They 
are rebuilding their 
lives better” said 
Didier Mashariki. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Considering the increase in hunger levels countrywide and alarmingly high malnutrition 
rates, CRS’s agricultural support to Niem’s rural community is boosting residents’ 
capacity to diversify their eating habits and generate household incomes. “People want to 
return to their way of life before the crisis,” said Didier Mashariki, CRS Head of Sub-office 
in Bouar. “We are helping families to restore their livelihoods and live in peace with one 
another. They are rebuilding their lives better.” 
 
The peaceful coexistence that existed in the region was ruptured by recurrent 
intercommunity conflicts, leaving people in constant fear of attacks. CRS’s assistance has 
a two-pronged approach because it also aims to strengthen social cohesion within 
communities. The farming groups assisted by CRS consist of Fulani nomads (aka 
“peuhl”) and indigenous communities in Niem. 
 
“We lost everything during the crisis,” said Ahmidou Rachel, a mother of eight. “Our 
house was looted when we sought refuge in the bush, the store where I sold basic 
household items was also looted and I lost all my goods. I had nothing left to sustain my 
family. It was a nightmare.” 
 
Upon returning to Niem, Ahmidou joined a farming group and received assistance from 
CRS. She explained: “I was given a jerry can, hoe, shovel, rake, watering can and seeds 
for vegetables including tomatoes, lettuce and okra. We planted as a group and the 
harvest was very fruitful. I am now able to feed my family and even sell surplus in the 
local market. During the previous harvest I generated 10,000 FCFA (US$17) from the 
sale of my vegetables. My children are all attending school and I hope to open another 
retail store one day.” 
 
Staple and cash crops strengthen livelihoods 
 
Niem’s residents have access only to local markets due to poor road infrastructure. Public 
transport rarely goes to the village because few people can afford the high cost—a return 
trip is approximately 4,000 FCFA ($7). This is not beneficial for farmers who want to sell 
produce in the nearest town, Bouar, which is 65 km away. They often incur losses as the 
vegetables are highly perishable.  
 
Staple foods in Niem are helping to save the lives of people affected by years of violence, 
but cash crops strengthen their livelihoods further. “We need more seeds including 
groundnuts, onions and potatoes, which will diversify our meals,” said Ahmidou. 
“Moreover, these foodstuffs can be stored for a longer period until we can either sell or 
consume them during the lean season.” 
 
Recognizing these specific needs, CRS is using the HF allocation to distribute 
groundnuts, corn, sorghum, zucchini and kidney bean seeds to 500 households in Niem.  
 

Vulnerable families and youth at-risk rebuild 
their livelihoods 
 
The CAR Livelihoods and Community Stabilization cluster was activated in February 
2014. The cluster’s objectives include ensuring that early recovery activities are 
mainstreamed in humanitarian response. In its 2016 work plan, over 30 per cent of the 
cluster’s budget is allocated to reviving the livelihoods of people affected by the crisis. 
Through various projects, targeted vulnerable families and youth at-risk, including boys 
and girls are supported in rebuilding their livelihoods. 
 
One of the cluster’s strategic objectives in 2016 is to undertake integrated assistance 
through cash or coupon transfers to the people affected by the crisis. Within this 
framework, the cluster is implementing a project titled: ‘Support to strengthen the capacity 
of civil society organizations and local authorities through development initiatives’. 
Through the rehabilitation of road infrastructures, the project is providing monetary 
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“I was able to pay 
the medical bill of 
my sick child and 
to buy shoes for 
my children. I can 
now provide 
meals for my 
family. I plan to 
use the rest of the 
money to re-open 
a retail store” said 
Rachael Namboy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

assistance to 721 men and 1,021 women, 
enabling them to generate household 
incomes and to rebuild their livelihoods.  
 
Medical bills paid 
 
“I was able to pay the medical bill of my sick 
child and to buy shoes for my children. I 
can now provide meals for my family. I plan 
to use the rest of the money to re-open a 
retail store where basic items such as soap 
will be sold. I am excited about this new 
prospect” said Rachael Namboy, a mother 
of four.  
 

Rachael lost her livelihoods during the crisis and recently worked on a cash-for-work road 
rehabilitation project in Gobongo 6, Bangui’s 4th district. The workers earn 37,500 FCFA 
(US64) for 10 days of work per month, for up to three months. 
 
Twenty-year old Genevieve Deboa is a student at the University in Bangui. She states 
that the money earned working on a labor intensive project in Boyrabe, Bangui’s 4th 
district, enabled her to purchase schools supplies. “I am contributing towards grocery 
shopping at home and plan to start a small business, selling smoked fish. This will help 
me to earn more money and to continue assisting my parents financially” said Genevieve. 
 
“I commend this initiative because it keeps youth busy” in war-torn CAR 
 
Cash-for-work projects are particularly beneficial to young boys because they are kept 
busy and possibly prevented from joining armed groups or criminal activities due to 
idleness. Moreover, it enables them to generate income boosting their purchasing power. 
Twenty-four year old Anicet Donon is a student in war-torn CAR who also worked on the 
Ndres road rehabilitation project in Boyrabe. “I bought school supplies, clothes and also 
gave some money to my mother for food. After all these expenditures, I saved 2,000 
FCFA ($3). I commend this initiative because it keeps youth busy and prevents us from 
engaging in criminal activities” said Anicet. 
 
While needs persist, the lack of funding is impeding the implementation of these projects 
on a larger scale. It is crucial to help vulnerable families and youth-at risk to generate 
income and to rebuild their livelihoods. 

Damaged infrastructure hinders the delivery of 
humanitarian assistance 
Humanitarian partners are set to pick up the pace in road and bridges repairs, as poor 
infrastructure continue to prevent access to large parts of CAR. 
 
Thousands of vulnerable people living in remote areas do not have access to 
humanitarian assistance because of poor roads and damaged bridges. Through its 
project: ‘Mobile Emergency Intervention Brigade’, ACTED is rehabilitating roads and 
bridges in the interior. This activity does not only facilitate access but it also contributes 
towards the development of communities; by providing income generating activities for 
the host population. This project is funded by the OCHA-managed Humanitarian Fund. 
 
The Mobile Emergency Intervention Brigade aims to provide immediate response to alerts 
highlighted by members of the logistics cluster, to prioritize critical rehabilitation needs, to 
undertake technical assessments and to implement rehabilitation works. 
 

January 2016. Bangui, CAR. Women engaged in labor 
intensive road rehabilitation work. Source: HELPAGE 
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“My first child died 
because I was not 
assisted during 
delivery. The 
bridge was broken 
hindering the 
passage of 
vehicles” said 
Rose Mboli. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The project’s main objective is to improve 
humanitarian access to the people affected by 
the crisis countrywide, to facilitate access to 
basic services and to boost the livelihoods of 
vulnerable men and women at risk. 
 
In Ouham province, ACTED rehabilitated 
bridges on three roads that lead to Bossangoa 
town. They consist of the Nana Bakassa, 
Gbadé and Bouca axes. Similar road works 

were carried out in Ouham Pende province, 
including the rehabilitation of bridges on the 
Bossangoa-Bozoum, Bozoum-Paoua-

Bozoum-Bocaranga and Bozoum-Bossemptele axes.  
 
During implementation of rehabilitation projects by the mobile brigade, when necessary, 
the local population is hired to clean, weed and fill the roads. 
 
A boost to living standards 
 
“We worked for three days and earned 4,500 FCFA (US7). The money earned enabled 
me to buy straws for the rehabilitation of my house in ruins”, said Jean as he stood in 
front of his house in Nda village, located 13km from Bossangoa town; close to a bridge 
that was constructed by the Mobile Brigade. 
 
Further away, about 17km on the same axis, there is a second bridge rehabilitated by 
ACTED where Mary talked about the positive impact of the project on her family’s well-
being. Mary was recruited to work on one of the projects and equally earned 4,500 FCFA. 
She said the money enabled her to repair her husband’s bicycle which is their main 
means of transportation to the Bossangoa city center where they sell agricultural produce. 
 
“I rejoice for the birth of my daughter at the Bossangoa hospital” 
 
In addition to the income generated by local residents, infrastructural rehabilitations 
provide humanitarian access and enables people to move around more freely. “My first 
child died because I was not assisted during delivery. The bridge was broken hindering 
the passage of vehicles. Nevertheless, I rejoice for the birth of my daughter at the 
Bossangoa hospital, thanks to an NGO which provided its vehicle for my emergency 
transportation to the hospital” said 30-year-old Rose Mboli.    
 
ACTED is implementing similar projects also in the Ouaka, Mbomou, Basse Kotto and 
Haut Mbomou provinces. In Ouham Pende province, 58 bridges were rehabilitated, 12 
bridges and a ferry in Ouham province; while two ferries were rehabilitated in Mbomou 
province and the Kouango area. The Mobile Emergency Intervention Brigade plans to 
rehabilitate the ferry in Bouca, located approximately 120km from Bossangoa.  
 
Once completed, the bridges will reopen critical access routes for communities and 
guaranteed access to humanitarian partner needing to reach vulnerable people in hard-
to-reach areas. It will also facilitate market access, resulting in multiple positive effects 
including economic development for the communities.  
 

Humanitarian Fund allocates USD9.9 million to 

36 projects 

Since the beginning of 2016, the Humanitarian Fund, formally known as the Common 
Humanitarian Fund, has allocated a total of US$9.9 million to 36 projects in support of the 
humanitarian response in CAR. In addition to allocating US$ 9,3 million under its first 
standard allocation, the HF reserve was activated to fund a WASH project in response to 

May 2016, CAR, the vehicle of an NGO crosses a newly 
rehabilitated bridge by ACTED in Nda village. Source 
OCHA/Virginie Bero 
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increasing needs in the Bria region (Haute Kotto province), following a massive 
population displacement triggered by attacks presumably carried out by elements of the 
Lord’s Resistance Army. Through the HF first standard allocation, 29 organisations out of 
which three new national and one new international NGO received funding.   
 
Various activities including: trainings, set-up of cluster-thematic tip-sheets, and coaching 
to partners during the project design process were carried out to ensure the integration of 
gender aspects into projects. These extensive activities led to 100 per cent of funded 
proposals scoring the maximum gender marker code (2). 
 
Mainstreaming protection in proposals was also strengthened following a workshop 
attended by 22 humanitarian organisations out of 29 invited. The HF first quarterly bulletin 
providing further details on the fund's activities can be accessed at: 
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/central-african-republic/fonds-
humanitaires-communs-chf 

Portrait of a local organization 
The Association of young active women in health (ANJFAS) is a national NGO operating 
in the protection sector. Created on 3 August 2001 as a local association, ANJFAS was 
transformed into an NGO on 28 August 2007. 

When the CAR crisis began in December 
2012, the organization’s activities 
focused on emergency interventions, 
social mobilization and HIV prevention in 
emergency situations. These included 
screening and medical referral of 
pregnant women and children exposed 
to HIV. This activity was carried out in 14 
IDP sites in Bangui and surroundings. 
 
During the crisis, ANJFAS’s activities 
were crucial in helping to restore access 
to antiretroviral treatment for people 
living with HIV and to ensure HIV testing 
for pregnant women and children 
exposed to the disease. Condoms were 

also distributed to the general public, particularly to those living in IDP sites. Being an 
NGO which operates within the framework of solidarity and health, ANJFAS has adapted 
its vision, incorporating various health issues. Its new motto is “Female solidarity for 
health”.   
 
ANJFAS has a Board of Directors in charge of management, technical coordination of six 
full-time employees and a pool of 40 psychosocial counselors, facilitators who are 
regularly deployed to the interior countrywide. ANJFAS’s partners are: UNICEF, UNAIDS, 
UNFPA, ACAMS, AIDES France, CN/CNLS and the Ministry of Health. The ANJFAS 
office is located at the Protestant Youth Centre in Bangui’s 4th district. 
 
Email: anjfas@gmail.com  
 
Telephone: +236 72 12 38 10/+236 75 04 63 37 

In brief 
 
Decrease in the number of meningitis cases and deaths  
 
The number of meningitis cases and death decreased in the north-western Ouham 
province after exceeding the epidemic threshold between 29 February and 13 March in 

July 2014, Bangui, CAR: Psychosocial counselors in the Bangui 
M’poko IDP site.  Source: ANJFAS 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/central-african-republic/fonds-humanitaires-communs-chf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/central-african-republic/fonds-humanitaires-communs-chf
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the Kabo and Barangafo towns. The Ministry of Health declared an epidemic in both 
towns on 18 March when an average of 13 cases was diagnosed out 100,000 
inhabitants. Since January, about 149 cases were registered in Kabo and Batangafo with 
12 deaths and a mortality rate of 8 per cent. WHO and health actors are curbing the 
epidemic by monitoring the seasonal meningitis prone region and by strengthening social 
mobilization. Following a rapid decrease in the number of cases, a medical expert team 
recommends further monitoring of the situation before deciding on a campaign. However 
a national campaign against meningitis (type A) is planned in October as part of the 
preventive measure in the meningitis belt in Africa.  
 
810 people displaced by violent attacks  
 
Following an attack on Ndoumbou village (Ouham province) by unidentified armed men 
on 14 May, an OCHA-led mission assessed the humanitarian situation of residents. The 
village is occupied by anti-Balaka elements and auto-defense groups; while the majority 
of the population is seeking refuge in neighbouring villages. The mission identified about 
810 people displaced in various villages, most of whom are women and children. At least 
seven people were killed, including two women and a baby. Four injured people were 
admitted in Bouca hospital of whom one severe case was evacuated to Bangui for 
emergency care. The Ndoumbou health centre’s pharmacy was looted and about 112 
houses burned by the assailants. Ndoumbou and all the host villages only have one 
functional water point each. 
 
In response, IMC provided medical supplies to the Ndoumbou health centre and medical 
care to the injured people. The mission recommended the distribution of NFIs; military 
patrol on the Bouca-Ndoumbou axis to avoid further incursions by armed groups, 
rehabilitation of the Bouca-Ndoumbou road to facilitate access during the rainy season 
and the construction of water points to improve access to potable water. 
 
Persisting insecurity hinders IDP returns  
 
Over the past two years, conflicts between armed groups and intercommunity clashes in 
Ouham province led to population displacement in the region. On 3 May, the Camp 
Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) cluster estimated, that there are almost 
30,500 displaced people in the Batangafo (Ouham province) IDP site, the second biggest 
site in the country. Although conflicts between armed groups have decreased, their 
presence in the region causes the local population to live in constant fear of attacks.  
 
Clashes between farmers and herders remain a major source of insecurity and instability. 
Since Ouham province is located along the transhumance corridor; cases of cattle theft 
and the destruction of farms are often reported. This obstructs stability, hindering 
voluntary returns as it creates an environment of mistrust within communities. However, a 
slight improvement in the security situation in Batangafo since January enabled the return 
of about 550 people. Humanitarian organisations are providing NFI kits and planting 
seeds to these returnees in the areas of return, mostly along the outskirts of Batangafo. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For further information please contact: 

OCHA CAR: Caroline Péguet, Head of Office a.i. +236 70113434, peguet@un.org; 

                     Gemma Cortes, Head of Public Information, +236 70087565, cortesg@un.org 

                     Laura Fultang, Public Information /Reports Officer, fultangl@un.org 

                    OCHA press releases are available at http://ochaonline.un.org or www.reliefweb.int. 
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