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Key Messages
Household food access is likely to be seriously constrained by high food prices. Nominal maize price may soon approach 
the level observed in 2008.

Drought has led to food security deterioration and an increase in the number of people in need of food aid from 1.6 million to 
2.4 million people.

Insecurity at the Somali border has displaced thousand of people while negative weather conditions have also led to 
increased communal clashes throughout the country.

The Government is continuing to provide input subsidies to targeted farmers to support agricultural production.

Background
Total population is estimated to be 39.8 million, with a population growth rate of 2% per annum. Rural population amounts at 78% while 
the agricultural value added to GDP is 22%. Latest data suggest that the proportion of undernourishment is 31%.

Economic Indicators View Data

Total Population (millions) - 2009 (WB) 39.802

Population growth rate - 2009 (WB) 2%

GNI per capita, $ PPP - 2009 (WB) 1570

Population below 1$ PPP per day - 2005 (MDGI) 19%

Rural population - 2009 (WB) 78%

Agriculture, value added (% of GDP) - 2009 (WB) 22%

Prices

Cereal:  maize prices started to increase at the end of 2010 at 
the peaks of the lean season. The upward trend worsened with 
poor prospects of the 2010/11 short-rains season harvest. In 
April, maize prices in Nairobi and Mombasa rose by 53% and 
57% since Jan reaching 328 and 346 USD/T respectively. In 
April, prices in Nairobi were 2% higher than the prices of US 
Maize Yellow No2 (321.49 USD/T).  
Livestock: Terms of trade for pastoralists have deteriorated 
due to the drop in livestock prices and the rise in cereal prices. 
Livestock body conditions and milk production were affected by 
inadequate 2010 short rains in pastoral areas in North/North-
Eastern regions. 

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Food Consumption

Undernourished Population - 2005/2007 (FAO) 31%

Cereal share in total dietary energy consumption - 2007 (FAO) 49%

Meat share in total dietary energy consumption n.a.

Health Indicators

Pop. with sustainable access to improved sanitation - 2008 (WHO) 31%

Life expectancy at birth (years) both sexes - 2008 (WHO) 54

Pop. with access to improved drinking water sources - 2008 (WHO) 59%

Prevalence of HIV among adults aged >= 15 years - 2009 (WHO) 6.3%

Food Security Situation Assessment
An estimated 2.4 mln people, up from 1.6 mln in Jan 2011, are 
classified as highly food insecure and in need of assistance. 
The decline in food security was due to poor rains which 
resulted in below normal crop output. According to FEWSNET, 
these are households in eastern, north-eastern, south-eastern 
and coastal agricultural areas (districts of Marsabit, Mandera, 
Isiolo and Wajir and Garissa provinces) who are classified as 
highly and moderately food insecure. As the 2011 long rains 
starting in March are likely to be poor, household food supply is 
expected to be further constrained until Jan 2012. GIEWS 
reports severe localized food insecurity, FAO hunger map 
describes high levels of undernourishment and IFPRI 
estimates serious hunger in Kenya.
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An estimated 2.4 million people in Kenya are classified in the IPC 
Stressed and Crisis phases and face inadequate food and non-
food interventions. In the northern and northeastern pastoral 
districts, food insecurity is precarious for about 700,000 people ...
more
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Vegetation Condition

At the beginning of the long rainy season, a delay of greenup 
onset is observed (due to a rainfall deficit) mainly in the Eastern 
province. The general indicator of vegetation condition provided 
below is the relative difference between the NDVI for April 2011 
and the average of the last 10 years, calculated on the 
agricultural zones derived from the Africover dataset (FAO)

Source: JRC MARS – FoodSec

Crop phase in the reference period

Sowing Beans (Long rains) - Barley (Long rains) - Maize (Long rains) - 
Millet (Long rains) - Sorhum (Long rains)

Growing Beans (Short rains) - Barley (Long/Short rains) - Maize (Short 
rains) - Millet (Long/Short rains) - Sorhum (Short rains)

Harvesting Beans (Short rains) - Barley (Short rains) - Maize (Short rains) - 
Millet (Short rains) - Sorhum (Short rains)

Natural Disasters, Drought and Conflicts

Along the Somalia border fighting has intensified between the 
Somali Transitional Federal Government and Al Shabaab 
militants. Depletion of pasture and traditional cattle rustling 
have increased clashes among communities in Turkana, 
Marsbit, Samburu and in North eastern districts.

Refugees and IDPs 2007 2008 2009

Total in the country 371495 1180088 882339

Total outside the country 9277 762617 417052

Source: UNHCR Statistical Online Population Database, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Data extracted on 01/12/2010.

Disaster Type (last year) Date Location Alert

Earthquake 2010-06-13 Nyanza 1/3

Flood 2010-05-08 Western-Rift 
Valley

1/3

Flood 2010-03-07 Western 1/3

Source: Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System - 3 = 1000 or more people killed or 800000 
or more people displaced. 2 = 100 or more people killed or 80000 or more displaced.

Food Balance Sheet

Production prospects for 2010/11 short-rains season crops are 
very poor due to lower-than-average rain: maize output is put at 
200,00 MT, 1/3 below 2009/10. Drought is expected to 
exacerbate also the 2011 long rain crops. The 2010 total cereal 
production is at 3.58 mln MT, 23% above the 2009 output and 5
% above the average. Imports are at 1.48 mln MT, 41% below 
2009 imports and 18% above 5 year average.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Government Policies

The Enhanced Agricultural Productivity project (EAPP) will up-
scale the two on-going programmes (NAAIAP and Orphan 
Crops Programme (OCP)) to increase access to agricultural 
inputs and technologies among the targeted smallholder 
farmers.

Consumer and market oriented 
measures

n.a.

Producer oriented measures Input subsidy; Enhanced Agricultural 
Productivity project (EAPP)

Trade policy measures n.a.

Safety net (increased or introduced) n.a.

Different sources

Current events to watch (Click to see the full report)

Drought claims victims among most vulnerable, flow of ...
Protest as government grapples with HIV funding shorta...
East Africa Food Security Outlook May to September 2011
The USAID FEWS NET Weather Hazards Impacts Assessment ...
The economics of desertification, land degradation, an...

For more information, contact: Information-for-action@fao.org
Website: www.foodsec.org
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