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Situation Overview 
A surge in violence in Aleppo City has further exacerbated the humanitarian situation, as more civilians were killed 
and more infrastructure was adversely affected, in particular in eastern Aleppo City. All access routes to besieged 
eastern Aleppo remain closed, preventing freedom of movement for civilians since 7 July, and for aid to reach the 
civilian populations in this part of the city.  
 

The UN and its partners continue to call on all parties to the conflict to enable safe and sustained access to provide 
urgently needed assistance to the besieged population as soon as conditions allow. On 14 October, the 
representative in Syria of the UN’s Children Fund (UNICEF), Hanaa Singer, called on all parties to the conflict to 
protect civilians and stop attacks on civilian infrastructure, including schools and education facilities in accordance 
with their obligations under international humanitarian law. In Aleppo City, daily indiscriminate attacks on populated 
areas kill and injure scores of children, Singer highlighted. On 15 October, four international non-governmental 
organizations (INGOs) called for a ceasefire of at least 72 hours in eastern Aleppo City as a first priority to allow for 
evacuations, and for food and medical aid to enter the besieged area. 
 

Except for the northern neighbourhood of Sheikh Maqsoud having a secured access route to western Aleppo City, 
no official routes allow access into or out of eastern Aleppo City. Given this severe disruption of supply streams, 
markets and food supplies are heavily impacted and obtaining food remains a daily challenge for civilians. The 
increasing demand for food and its limited availability results in inflated prices.  
 

Since August 2016, the price of bread alone in eastern Aleppo City has jumped by 38 per cent, while dairy products 
and vegetables are mostly unavailable. The bread output in eastern Aleppo City was further reduced by 40 per cent, 
following an airstrike on one of the two remaining operational mills and wheat stocks near the Qaterji neighbourhood 
on 12 October. On the same day, a market in the Al-Ferdous neighbourhood was hit by airstrikes, killing at least 
10 people. Bread is now four and six times more expensive than in western Aleppo City and Damascus, respectively. 
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Between March and September 2016, diesel prices have risen by nearly 30 per cent and prices for a container of 
butane gas by over 50 per cent in eastern Aleppo City, according to the World Food Programme (WFP).  
Reportedly, the black market price for diesel now stands at US$ 2.2 per litre (SYP 1,200 equivalent). This increase 
in fuel prices and the foreseen increasing demand during winter months are projected to further disrupt the operations 
of bakeries and increasingly push food prices higher, WFP predicts. Restrictions on civilian and commercial 
movement heavily impede the replenishing of stocks all across Syria. Markets in Madaya and eastern Ghouta are 
sporadically working with limited or poor capacity, sometimes at very high prices. 

Access Developments 
Access continued to be relatively unhindered in many parts of Syria, with humanitarians reaching millions of people 
through regular program and cross-border operations. Access continued to be challenging for besieged and hard to 
reach areas, including ISIL areas. 
 

Inter-Agency convoys 
 

No inter-agency cross-line convoys proceeded during the reporting period, due to a combination of access 
challenges, including security concerns. The last inter-agency delivery of multi-sectorial assistance was to the four 
towns of Foah, Kefraya, Zabadani and Madaya on 25 September. 
 

UN cross-border operations from Turkey  
 

Over the reporting period, WFP, the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the UN Population Fund (UNFPA), 
the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR), the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and UNICEF shipped  
233 trucks with assistance via Bab Al-Hawa and Bab Al-Salam border crossing points. The assistance included food 
for 314,235 individuals, health and education supplies for 124,635 individuals, water/sanitation (WASH) and non-
food items (NFIs) for 60,000 individuals, as well as NFIs for 139,950 individuals in Aleppo and Idleb governorates. 
 

UN cross-border operations from Jordan 
 

During the reporting period, four convoys, comprising 82 trucks, crossed via Ramtha into southern Syria. Through 
the convoys, 122,500 people received food rations from WFP, 30,000 people received NFI/Shelter items from 
UNHCR, and thousands of people received health care assistance, education supplies and WASH items from IOM 
and UNICEF. 

Spotlight on protection of civilians 
Ongoing attacks with explosive weapons by parties to the conflict remain the primary threat to civilians, as parties 
continue to directly target civilians and civilian infrastructure, conduct indiscriminate attacks, as well as breach other 
international humanitarian law rules.  
 

The high occurrence of almost all protection-related issues in almost all locations shows that most protection 
concerns are inter-linked, for example, dependency on assistance, sexual exploitation, early marriage, child 
recruitment and labour. According to protection partners, proximity to armed hostilities, displacement, increased 
poverty, family separation, and lack of civil documentation have been identified as critical factors that increase the 
protection risks and vulnerability of persons living in Syria. Civilians continue to be killed and injured in great numbers, 
including scores of humanitarian workers and medical staff. More than 100 medical facilities were reportedly attacked 
between January and August 2016 alone, with 14 health workers killed and 40 injured. One in four schools is out of 
service, severely impeding children fulfilling their basic right to education. 
 
Provision of humanitarian aid continues to be hindered or denied for civilians. As of 29 September, over 861,000 
civilians live in 18 besieged areas - more than at any point during this conflict. These civilians are denied access to 
their basic rights, including access to adequate food, medicine, and safe water. 
 

Grave child rights violations continue unabated, with countless children killed and maimed due to the persistent use 
of explosive weapons in civilian areas, resulting in enormous loss of life and destruction of civilian infrastructure, 
particularly schools and hospitals. Recruitment, including through educational indoctrination, abduction, arrest and 
coercion of children into armed groups, remains widespread, with 90 per cent of surveyed sub-districts indicating its 
occurrence and 56 per cent identifying an increase in the previous three months. The safety and well-being of many 
girls and boys is equally threatened by exposure to violence in many area of their lives: at home, at school, at work 
and in the community.  The threats they face can be different; while both are exposed to child labour, girls are more 
likely to face child marriage, harassment and sexual violence. 
 
The high levels of damage and destruction of civilian infrastructure in ongoing attacks in many conflict affected areas 
have in some cases resulted in communities relocating medical facilities and schools underground or going without 
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these basic services, restricting Syrians’ basic rights to education and medical services. Violations of these rights 
have also been a major cause of large displacement movements, sometimes multiple times for the same individual 
or household. This increases vulnerability among affected populations, including both internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) and host communities. Exposure to explosive hazards is widespread, not only threatening the lives and 
livelihoods of affected communities, but also endangering humanitarian actors seeking to provide aid. 
 

Lack of civil documentation was reported as an issue in 81 per cent of surveyed sub-districts, due to loss or 
confiscation of documentation. Renewing civil documents is a major challenge for many individuals. Housing, land 
and property issues were identified in 93 per cent of surveyed sub-districts, including damage to property, inability to 
access property or land and looting, due to insecurity. Communities are highly reliant on assistance, with a 
dependency on aid reported in 90 per cent of surveyed sub-districts, related to lack of access to employment and 
dwindling resources, eventually increasing the occurrence of negative coping mechanisms.  
 

Advocating for unhindered humanitarian access across Syria, freedom of movement and protection of civilians, as 
well as an end to all sieges, attacks that kill and injure civilians and hit civilian infrastructure, gender-based violence 
and child recruitment are among the priorities for humanitarian partners.  

Other Humanitarian Developments by Governorate 
Aleppo Governorate 
 

The World Health Organization (WHO) has warned that eastern Aleppo City faces an increased risk of outbreaks of 
water-borne diseases due to disruptions in the access to safe water through supply networks. The organization 
considers the protection of health workers and facilities, access to provide medical supplies, as well as urgent medical 
evacuations of critical patients the priorities for eastern Aleppo City. The increased need for health services follows 
an increase in attacks on both civilians and medical facilities. By 8 October, only 30 medical doctors remain in eastern 
Aleppo City, and they are forced to move between the remaining seven functional hospitals to deliver care. Health 
partners report that only 11 ambulances remain functional in eastern Aleppo City, hindering the transportation of 
injured civilians to hospitals. 
 

On 5 October, airstrikes on several neighbourhoods in eastern Aleppo City (Boustan Al-Basha, Sheikh Fares and  
Al-Sakhour) reportedly killed at least 10 people and injured many others. On 10 October, a rocket hit a five-story 
building in Al-Sha’ar neighbourhood in eastern Aleppo City, reportedly killing five people and injuring eight, including 
four children. During the rescue operations, multiple artillery shells struck the same area, injuring even more civilians.  
A day later, four airstrikes destroyed a six-story building in Boustan Al-Qasir neighbourhood, reportedly killing  
25 people. Reportedly, a healthcare and an educational centre were adversely affected by the attack.  
 

Commercial and humanitarian access to eastern Aleppo remains cut since 7 July. Market price monitoring by WFP 
in eastern Aleppo indicates that essential food items are 55 per cent more expensive than western Aleppo City and 
71 per cent more expensive than Damascus. Compared to last month, food basket prices in eastern Aleppo have 
increased by 36.8 per cent (now close to $240).  

Incidents resulting in civilian casualties were not limited to eastern Aleppo City, as shelling on the west of the city 
also resulted in civilian deaths. On 4 October, two university students were reportedly killed and at least four were 
injured, as several mortar rounds struck university departments and a medical/agricultural institution in  
Al-Furqan neighbourhood in western Aleppo City. Mortar attacks into Western Aleppo have continued throughout the 
reporting period killing at least 40 persons (including 12 children and 9 women) and injuring at least 169 persons 
from 8 till 16 October.  

The water situation in the whole city improved slightly after an agreement between the parties to the conflict was 
reached on 10 October, stipulating the intent to protect the Sulaiman Al-Halabi and Bab Al-Nayrab water stations 
from attacks by parties to the conflict. On the same day, the Sulaiman Al-Halabi station reportedly resumed service 
after 7,000 litres of fuel were delivered to the station. Despite the station now operating at 70 per cent capacity,   
it only covers 30 per cent of the neighbourhoods. With its electrical sub-station still out of service, the water station 
depends on fuel to operate, increasing civilians’ vulnerability over reliable access to safe water. On 10 October, the 
Bab Al-Nayrab water station resumed service at full capacity via the alternative “Khanaser” line. As of 12 October, 
10 neighbourhoods were receiving water from Sulaiman Al-Halabi water station and 13 from Bab Al-Nayrab station, 
according to humanitarian partners. Despite that, pumping of and access to water in western Aleppo City has 
reportedly improved. On 16 October, the Aleppo Drinking Water Authority and Ahali Halab Initiative managed to 
partially maintain the third pump in Sulaiman al-Halabi water station, which pumps water to Tishreen sub-station in 
western Aleppo City. 
 

Between 4 and 15 October, supply lines between Jarablus and Menbij districts in eastern Aleppo Governorate were 
cut off, increasing food commodity prices by as much as 30 per cent in Menbij. On 16 October, supply lines were 
reportedly reopened and large amounts of food supplies could enter the city, expected to result in reduced food  
 

commodity prices in Menbij. Further, limited amounts of fuel reportedly entered Jarablus from Menbij. It is, however, 
unclear how long a reliable commercial supply line will remain open. Further, explosions of improvised explosive 
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devices (IEDs) pose a major threat to civilians returning to areas of fighting, prior to mine clearance operations.  
On 11 October, several incidents of exploded IEDs killed 11 people and one child near Menbij, as well as two civilians 
in Um Elsafa town. Local sources reported that water hasn’t reached Menbij since 3 October, due to network 
interferences around the town, while electricity reaches Menbij for 12 hours a day from Tishrin Dam. North of Azaz 
town, an explosion on 13 October killed 20 people and injured many others, resulting in local authorities in Azaz town 
enforcing a curfew in fear of further attacks.  
 

Idleb Governorate 
 

Armed clashes in many key towns around southern Idleb Governorate have left civilians and civilian infrastructure at 
great risk. Freedom of movement of civilians between Sarmin town near Idleb city and Khan Shaykun town, some 
40km away, has been severely restricted by an increase of checkpoints and screening. On 4 October, airstrikes hit 
the reportedly only remaining operational primary health centre in Kafr Karmin. It remains out of service due to 
extensive damage. On the same day in Mozra town, a primary school was damaged by a nearby airstrike. No 
casualties were reported in either incident.  
 

On 5 October, an explosion near Atma border crossing point, killed at least 20 people, but has so far not impacted 
cross-border shipments. The Turkish Red Crescent stopped using the Atma crossing point a few months ago, 
following an explosion. On 8 and 9 October, airstrikes severely damaged two schools, one in Bennish town in Idleb 
Governorate and one in its southern countryside. 
 

Rural Damascus Governorate 
 

Recent heavy shelling on Deir Khabiyeh, Mqailiebeh, and Khan Al-Shieh towns has reportedly resulted in internal 
displacement of civilians in those areas. Roads have been allegedly closed to prevent civilians from leaving. On 5 
October, aerial bombardment affected the Al-Salam Hospital and the Sham Al-Amal Hospital in Qudsaya town, 
rendering both out of service. No casualties were reported. Following prolonged clashes of nearly two weeks in Al 
Hameh and Qudsaya, a local agreement was reached between the GoS and the local council, resulting in the 
evacuation of 1,287 fighters and family members from the two towns to Idleb Governorate. In turn, roads are 
reportedly to be reopened for commercial traffic and government services will resume in the towns. The UN was not 
involved in reaching this agreement or during the evacuations. Both Al Hameh and Qudsaya are currently classified 
as hard-to-reach areas. The UN last reached Qudsaya on 28 June with multi-sectoral assistance for 30,000 
beneficiaries. Also on 5 October, numerous airstrikes reportedly hit Douma city and Arbin town, killing five people 
and injuring another ten.  
 

On 16 October, a vehicle-borne improvised explosive device (VBIED) detonated in Al Rukban settlement at Jordan’s 
north eastern border with Syria, where some 70,000 Syrians remain stranded. Initial estimates indicate that at least 
people were three killed and 20 were injured. A UN Joint Operations Plan for the resumption of life-saving 
humanitarian assistance at the berm has been prepared for submission to the new Commander of the Border Guard 
Forces (BGF) of the Jordanian Armed Forces (JAF). Once approved, this should set the conditions for the BGF to 
create a break in the berm and the construction of both the new distribution point and service facility. Once the berm 
is opened, it is anticipated that construction will take up to eight days, after which distribution of food, water, and non-
food items and the provision of basic health services will begin. 
 

Deir-ez-Zor Governorate 
 

The destruction of bridges has adversely affected civilian and commercial movement across the governorate.  
On 6 October, airstrikes destroyed the Siyasiah Bridge in Deir-ez-Zor city, following the destruction of at least another 
10 bridges across the governorate in September and October. The Siyasiah Bridge is the only exit from the ISIL-held 
part of the city on foot or by vehicle, severely limiting people’s movement across the banks of the Euphrates River. 
Reportedly, only two bridges currently remain in Deir-ez-Zor Governorate, one of which is in poor condition due to 
damage sustained from a nearby airstrike. A 30 per cent increase in prices of basic commodities was reported in the 
ISIL-held part of the Governorate. 
 

Four Towns Agreement 
 

On 6 October, one medical case and three accompanying family members were evacuated from Foah and Kafraya, 
while at the same time four medical cases were evacuated from Madaya. The evacuation process from Foah and 
Kafraya was implemented by Syria Arab Red Crescent (SARC) Idleb office, who transported the evacuees to Qalat 
Al Madiq checkpoint. 
 

Homs Governorate 
 

On 5 October, media reported a school in Kafr Laha town was rendered out of service as a result of airstrikes. 
Between 11 and 17 October, several aid deliveries to Al Wa’er provided 4,270 food baskets (out of 15,000 planned) 
to civilians. 
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Al Hasakeh Governorate 
 

An estimated 160 youths between 18 to 30 years have reportedly been forcibly recruited into the Kurdish People’s 
Protection Unit (YPG) after being intercepted at security checkpoints and during door-to-door searches in Al Hasakeh 
Governorate. In some cases, the forced recruitment has resulted in violent confrontations with parents, and at least 
40 parents arrested in Malkyeh, Ya'aroubyeh, and Qahtaniyah towns. Forced recruitment has resulted in many young 
people fleeing the governorate, often to Turkey. Some men fleeing forced recruitment have reportedly been shot at 
the Turkish border with Al Hasakeh Governorate. According to local sources, the number of young men in Hasakeh 
Governorate has dropped dramatically which has resulted in a demographic imbalance. 
 
Dar’a/Quneitra governorates 
 

Conflict between government and armed opposition forces continues in the vicinity of Abtaa and Dael towns. As a 
result, around 9,000 people remain displaced, with large numbers of others seeking refuge in fields surrounding the 
towns during the day, returning to their homes in the evenings. Shelter needs among the displaced are considered 
particularly acute. On 11 October, the shelling of an elementary school in the Al-Sahari neighbourhood in Dar'a City 
killed 12 civilians, including five students, and partially damaging the school building. Pro-opposition and pro-
government forces have blamed each other for the incident. The school reportedly served around 350 students. 
 
 
 

Key Humanitarian Reports and Updates  

 Statement attributable to Hanaa Singer, UNICEF Representative in Syria, on children killed in Aleppo 

 Turkey | Syria: Flash Update - Developments in Aleppo 

 East Aleppo Crisis Situation Report No.4 (9 October 2016) 

 Syrian Arab Republic: Aleppo Crisis Situation Report No. 4 

 Syrian Arab Republic - 2016 UN Inter-Agency Humanitarian Operations 

 Syrian Arab Republic: United Nations cross-border operations under UNSC resolutions 2165/2191/2258 

 Syrian Arab Republic: Humanitarian Snapshot 

 Syria Crisis: Humanitarian Funds 

 Syria: Eastern Aleppo City: Two-week snapshot, WHO 
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