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Humanitarian Partner Presence 
Presence Type UN INGO NNGO 
Physical 10 16 13 
Programme 10 16 13 
Source: OCHA West Darfur 3W (March 2022) 

 

People in need HNO 2022 
 State  National 

IDPs       323,469 2.9M 
Refugees  448 1.2M 
Returnees  84,485 0.9M 
Vulnerable residents 522,949 9.3M 
Total  931,351 14.3M 
Source: 2022 HNO  

 

Area  83,500 kmP

2 
 

West Darfur in Numbers 
 
Indicator State National 
Population 2022* 1.9 million* 47.9 million* 

Under-five mortality rate (probability of dying by age 5 per 1,000 live births) 112 in 1,000 68 in 1000** 

Children who complete primary school and continue to secondary school 94.8% 90.7%** 

Percentage of literate young women (15 – 24 years) 87.8% 59.8%** 

Percentage of girls married before the age of 18 43.9% 38%** 

Chronic malnutrition (severe and moderate) prevalence among children U5  35.2% 38.2%** 

GAM (Global Acute Malnutrition) prevalence among children U5 19.1% 16.3%** 

Number of children U5 suffering from GAM*** 80,042 2.9 million*** 

Number of people projected at IPC phase 3 & 4 (June – September 2022) 816,339 11.7 million* 

Percentage of people in West Darfur with access to improved drinking water  67.5% 68%** 
 
Food Security 
 

IPC (number of people) June – September 2022  
42%  

 of state population in IPC3 and IPC 4 
Total State localities: 8 

Phase 2 Phase 3 Phase 4 
657,893 

in 8 localities 

478,190 
in 8 localities 

338,149 
in 8 localities 

Sources: *Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) Sudan Acute Food Insecurity Situation Overview, April 2022- February 2023; **MICS 
Facts & Figures 2014; ***2022 Sudan Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO) 
 
Contact information 
Jayne Mbakaya, Head of Sub-Office, Ag Geneina, West Darfur 
Email: mbakaya@un.org 
 

https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_AcuteFoodInsecurity_2022Apr2023Feb_report.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Sudan_2022_HNO_En.pdf
mailto:mbakaya@un.org


   
 

 
www.unocha.org 

The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs is to mobilize and coordinate effective  
and principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 

Background 
West Darfur is in the western part of Sudan. It has 
borders North Darfur and Central Darfur states and 
share an international border with Chad. Its state capital 
is Ag Geneina town. Conflict between Government 
forces and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM)—
the primary source of internal displacement of 
civilians—ceased in 2010 with the signing of a peace 
agreement with the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA), 
Liberation and Reform (LRM) faction and with the 
expulsion of JEM from Jebel Moon mountains. Forces 
of armed movements that signed the 2020 Juba Peace 
Agreement (JPA) are present across the state. There 
are ongoing violent clashes between communities since 
2019 to date. More work is required on rule of law, inter-
communal reconciliation, local conflict resolution 
mechanisms and peaceful coexistence of ethnic 
groups. There are 12 camps, 17 neighbourhoods and 
25 villages in the state hosting displaced people, 
according to IOM Mobility Tracking Round Four. 
 
Humanitarian Overview 
Conflict, protracted displacement, food insecurity, 
climate-related hazards (floods, dry spells) and 
inadequate access to basic social services are the main 
drivers of humanitarian needs in West Darfur.  
 
Increased conflict in Ag Geneina, Jebel Moon and 
Kereneik localities since 2021 has led to the primary 
and secondary displacement of an estimated 250,000 
people across the state. 
 
Key Issues 
Humanitarian Needs 

• About 931,000 people (IDPs, refugees and 
asylum seekers, returnees and residents) need 
humanitarian assistance in West Darfur State, 
according to the 2022 Humanitarian Needs 
Overview (HNO). Vulnerable people continue 
to rely on aid from humanitarian organisations 
and overstretched basic services.  

• There are about 816,000 people—42 per cent 
of the people in the state—in crisis and above 
levels of food security between June and 
September 2022, according to the latest 
Sudan Integrated Food Security Phase 
Classification (IPC) analysis. 

• About 80,000 people in the state are 
malnourished (2022 HNO).  

 
Humanitarian Response 

• From January – June 2022, Humanitarian 
Response Plan (HRP) partners reached 7.1 
million people across the country with some 
form of humanitarian assistance. This is about 
65 per cent of the number of people targeted for 
assistance in the 2022 HRP.  

• In West Darfur, HRP partners provided 
humanitarian assistance to over 1.2 million 
people, which is 43 per cent more than the 
people targeted for assistance in 2022. 

 
Humanitarian Operating Environment 

• The operating environment in West Darfur 
remains highly changeable, impacted by 
ongoing insecurity (both as a result of conflict 
and general crime), as well as physical access 
difficulties during the rainy season. 

• While conflict in Jebel Moon, Kereneik, and Ag 
Geneina in the first half of 2022 severely limited 
humanitarian operations in those areas, access 
has improved in recent months as the security 
situation stabilized. However, other challenges 
persist, including the limited availability of 
armed escorts which impedes humanitarian 
response.  

• International humanitarian staff are required to 
obtain Travel Notification (TN) approval by 
authorities via the Humanitarian Aid 
Commission (HAC) prior to travelling beyond 
where they are based. Approval delays may 
impact program implementation. 

• International NGOs are required to sign a 
Technical Agreement (TA) for each project with 
the Government (valid for a maximum of 12 
months). Bureaucratic delays in the approval of 
TAs impede programme delivery. 

 
Humanitarian Issues 
Conflict 

• Conflict between nomads and farmers in Jebel 
Moon locality in early March 2022 has led to the 
displacement of up to 12,000 people into the 
Jebel Moon mountains, into neighbouring 
localities, and across the border into Chad, 
according to locals. These clashes are a 
continuation of a major conflict that erupted in 
mid-November 2021 over a land dispute and 
claimed dozens of lives, loss of property and 
large displacement. 

Floods 
• Heavy rains and flash floods have affected 

15,504 people in three localities in the state as 
of 31 August 2022. Government authorities 
(Humanitarian Aid Commission and Ministry of 
Irrigation) and humanitarian partners report that 
1,198 homes have been destroyed and 3,989 
have been damaged by the rains and flooding. 
Humanitarian partners on the ground are 
carrying out inter-agency assessments to verify 
numbers and determine humanitarian needs 
and response activities.   

 
 
 

https://dtm.iom.int/reports/dtm-sudan-mobility-tracking-round-four
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-humanitarian-needs-overview-2022-december-2021
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-humanitarian-needs-overview-2022-december-2021
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_AcuteFoodInsecurity_2022Apr2023Feb_report.pdf
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_AcuteFoodInsecurity_2022Apr2023Feb_report.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-periodic-monitoring-report-january-june-2022
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-humanitarian-response-plan-2022-december-2021
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The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs is to mobilize and coordinate effective  
and principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 

Protection of civilians 
• Significant protection concerns are present in 

West Darfur which have further increased with 
the recent displacements this year.  

• Women and girls are facing an increase in 
gender-based violence (GBV) including sexual 
violence.  

• The lack of judicial and police institutions in 
rural areas is a key factor impeding sustainable 
returns and reconciliation. 

Protracted IDP crisis 
• West Darfur hosts about 323,500 IDPs in need 

of assistance, some of whom have lived in 
camps for over ten years (2022 HNO). Due to 
funding constraints, the quality of basic services 
provided to IDPs in camps has deteriorated and 
some humanitarian partners have had to scale 
down camp activities. 

• While many IDPs may consider staying in their 
place of displacement and integrating locally, 
others have returned to their places of origin. 
Some 84,500 people returned to their areas of 
origin in the state, between 2003 and June 
2021 (2022 HNO).  

• The majority of IDPs displaced from Krinding 
IDP camps in Ag Geneina in January 2021 
continue to reside in public facilities, including 
government offices, schools and health 
facilities. People are living in unsanitary and 
congested areas without access to adequate 
clean and safe drinking water or sanitation 
facilities. 

 
Humanitarian Funding 

• As of 31 August, the 2022 Sudan Humanitarian 
Response Plan (HRP) received US$608 
million—31 per cent of the requirement, 
according to the Financial Tracking System. 

 

 

https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/1068/summary

