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Kenya Humanitarian Update 
29 August 2011  

 
This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA 
Eastern Africa. It covers the period from 19 to 29 August 2011. The next report will be issued on or 
around 6 September 2011. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• Food insecure people increase from 2.4 million to 3.7 million as drought conditions worsen. 
• A significant increase in inter-ethnic and/or cross-border livestock raids has been reported; 

humanitarian actors are urged to consult with UNDSS before missions to these areas. 
• The Government of Kenya is hosting a state summit on the Horn of Africa Crisis from 8-9 September 

to seek sustainable solutions to drought emergencies. 
• The Kenyans for Kenya fundraising initiative closes over weekend with over $7.3 million raised from 

individual and corporate donors. 
• Cholera, measles, dysentery and malaria cases increase across the country. 

 
II. Situation Overview 

 
The Long Rains Food Security assessment held in Kenya from 25 July - 17 August has confirmed the 
increase of the food insecure population from 2.4 million to 3.75 million. The KFSSG assessment report 
states that there have been 15 per cent livestock mortalities in arid areas; near total crop failure in marginal 
agricultural areas; and national maize output for the season expected to be 15 per cent below average. Food 
prices in local markets reached record levels in July, with the highest price increases in pastoral markets 
mainly due to higher transaction costs and poor price communication, leading to diminished purchasing 
power of families. The percentage of children at risk of acute malnutrition (based on MUAC) is increasing, 
while conflict over scarce resources (water/pasture) is worsening an already precarious situation. 
 

Food Security Phase Classification 
January 2011  Current – August 2011  

 
Source : KFSSG’s  Assessment  

 

http://www.kenyafoodsecurity.org/�
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According to FEWS NET, the emergency situation is likely to persist into the first quarter of 2012 due to 
anticipated rainfall deficits in parts of the Mandera triangle in November. Rates of livestock mortality and 
migration are increasing throughout the region, exacerbated by the high number of cattle raids in North Rift 
Valley and North East Province in recent weeks.  
 
The Prime Minister of Kenya, Raila Odinga, hosted a briefing to donors and foreign mission dignitaries on a 
planned Heads of State Summit on the Horn of Africa Crisis scheduled for 8-9 September. The proposed 
summit will focus on priority needs to address the emergency situation and stress the need for medium- to 
long-term solutions to address the recurrence of drought and famine in the Horn of Africa region. 
  

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 

 FOOD 
 
Needs: The food insecure population now stands at 3.75 million. 
Response: WFP is scaling up to reach 2.8 million people through general food distributions, food-for-assets, 
cash-for-assets (CFA), as well as targeted and Blanket Supplementary Feeding Programmes (BSFP). Some 
600,000 children are targeted through the school feeding programme, 100,000 through the Integrated Acute 
Malnutrition Programme, and 362,000 through the BSFP.  
Gaps & Constraints: There is an ongoing major shortage of food supplies. The two most important foods in 
the food basket (corn-soya blend plus [CSB+], and cereals) normally purchased from local and regional 
markets are in limited supply. WFP is looking to procure alternative cereals.  
 

 NUTRITION 
 
Needs: Over half a million children and pregnant/breastfeeding women are currently affected by acute 
malnutrition. Global acute malnutrition rates are above 20 per cent in the most arid districts. 
Response: The caseload of nutrition interventions continues to increase: 17,686 children under age 5 are 
being treated for severe acute malnutrition, 63,679 children under age 5 are being treated for moderate 
acute malnutrition, and a further 23,844 pregnant/ breastfeeding women are also being treated. The highest 
caseloads that have been reported are in the northwest region of Turkana and northeast regions of Mandera 
and Wajir. The BSFP, which began in Turkana on 15 August targeting children under age 3, is now ongoing 
in Mandera, Wajir, Marsabit and Isiolo. The government has procured 78,000 kg (3,120 bags) of CSB to be 
distributed to these regions. The Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS) is targeting a further 13,000 school-going 
children under the School Feeding Programme in 52 schools: 26 schools received 45 tons of Unimix donated 
by the British Red Cross and the other 26 schools received 50 tons of Unimix donated through the Kenyans 
for Kenya initiative. There has been a scale up of high impact nutrition interventions as well ongoing weekly 
and monthly surveillance of existing caseloads. 
Gaps and constraints: Due to resources and pipeline challenges, the Sector has reduced the targeted 
population and timeline for the BSFP.  
 

 HEALTH 
 
Needs: The health situation in the drought-affected arid and semi-arid lands (ASALs) continues to 
deteriorate. Despite repeated campaigns against measles, it remains the greatest health threat, especially in 
North East and Nairobi Provinces. Most regions are reporting an upsurge of cholera, dysentery and malaria 
especially in areas of the northwest where there has been an onset of rains. There is an outbreak of 
Shigellosis (a form of dysentery) in Dadaab camps, and there is a high potential for malaria and measles 
outbreaks in Turkana and North Eastern Province, respectively.  
Response: WHO continue to provide support to the Ministry of Health at national and sub-national levels. 
Epidemiologists were deployed to affected areas to support health coordination and strengthen disease 
surveillance. Drugs and supplies have been prepositioned in strategic locations in Lodwar, Marsabit, Moyale, 
Isiolo, Wajir and Mandera. A measles campaign will be conducted in Dadaab camps on 12 September for 
15-29 year-olds. To respond to the Shigellosis outbreak, WHO has donated drugs to treat over 300 people, if 
need be. To improve communication among humanitarian partners, the Sector has set up a 24-hour drought 
response hotline for all districts and humanitarian actors to report incidents and disease outbreaks in real 
time on +254 737 331177. 
Gaps & Constraints: There is a serious global shortage of Artemisinin-based Combination Therapy (ACTs), 
and the Sector is struggling to procure these drugs locally. There is an inadequate drug supply in Dadaab, 
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and weak preparedness for malaria case management. Partners in the camps and district health teams need 
urgent training in integrated disease surveillance and response. There is also a need for laboratory, human 
resources, and logistical support. 
 

 WATER SANITATION HYGIENE 
 
Needs: A serious water shortage is affecting all institutions and communities in Marsabit and Wajir, including 
the town and the district hospital. An assessment by the KRCS conducted in Wajir County revealed that 
many lack water, hygiene and sanitation facilities. The KRCS reports people having to walk some 30-50 km 
to fetch water. Latrine coverage in the area is very low, since open defecation in the rural parts of districts 
such as Wajir North is at 75 per cent, Wajir South at 85 per cent and Wajir East at 90 per cent. This is likely 
to increase the risk of diarrhoea in the advent of rains.  
Response: Water trucking is ongoing. 
Gaps & Constraints: Access constraints due to increasing insecurity in Turkana districts and impassable 
roads due to the rains.  
 

 AGRICULTURE AND LIVESTOCK 
 
Needs: Pastoralists are under severe food stress. Of the 3.75 million food insecure, an estimated 1,847,000 
are in pastoral areas and 1,903,200 in marginal agricultural areas. Some 80 per cent of livestock has 
migrated within Kenya and to neighbouring countries such as South Sudan, Ethiopia and Somalia. Increased 
cattle raids in North Rift Valley originating from South Sudan has exacerbated the situation. In one case last 
week, over 500 animals were stolen in Loima, North Rift Valley. 
Response: Partners have scaled up efforts to provide feed and water for livestock, promote fodder 
production, enhance disease surveillance and support animal health activities such as de-worming and 
multivitamin injections to improve immunity and strengthen animals’ resilience. Capacity development in 
drought risk reduction, drought management and improved use of natural resources through Pastoral Field 
Schools in Turkana is ongoing.   
Gaps & Constraints: Drought-tolerant seeds, fertilizers and agricultural inputs are urgently required for the 
anticipated October short rains. In eastern Kenya, voucher-for-work activities in marginal agricultural areas 
are needed to help farmers prepare their lands and construct water harvesting structures in time for short 
rains (potentially benefitting over 5,000 vulnerable households). There is a need for improved soil and water 
conservation/water harvesting, small-scale irrigation and post-harvest management. Other needs include 
tools for improving field data collection, analysis and validation techniques; livestock disease surveillance 
and vaccinations in drought-affected areas; and supplementary feeding for milk-producing animals left 
behind while herds migrate in search of pasture and water.  
 

 EDUCATION 
 
Needs: Based on a needs assessment conducted by Sector members, there are fluctuations in enrolment 
between the first and second terms, decreasing and increasing from school to school as families move in 
search of food and income-generating activities. In most areas, boys’ education takes precedent over that of 
girls. Secondary schools appear to have been the hardest hit in terms of enrolment, as families are no longer 
able to pay school fees. 
Response: The School Feeding Programme continues across drought-affected areas, and experienced 
major challenges in the last week of August due to a lack of coordination at field level. Five additional 
education partners are now supporting the MoE/WFP. The Treasury has released KSH 400 million ($4.2 
million) to the MoE, half of which will be put towards expanding the programme in the new school year, the 
other half of which will be put toward offsetting some of the cost of tuition fees for secondary schools in 
ASALs. Education partners are preparing for the beginning of the school year by providing teaching and 
learning supplies to schools in affected areas, supporting the expansion of mobile schools and construction 
of Early Childhood Development (ECD) centres.  
Gaps & Constraints: Shortage of water is affecting the school feeding programme, which relies on clean 
drinking water to prepare food. Schools need to be properly equipped to accommodate additional students 
anticipated in areas where families are migrating in search of food and income. There is a lack of focal points 
and subnational level coordination groups to ensure effective oversight of feeding programmes in schools.  
 

 PROTECTION 
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Needs: There is an increase in banditry on the road between Dadaab and Liboi and on the Moyal- Wajir road 
as well as an increase in armed incidents in the vicinity of the Dadaab refugee camps. 
Response: The Protection Working Group will undertake an assessment mission in Kitale, Lodwar, Kakuma 
and Lokichokio on 1-2 September and 7-9 September. UNICEF-Kenya is requesting deployment of ProCap 
support to enhance the coordination of child protection partners and other stakeholders, and to assist with 
the formulation of the inter-agency/inter-sectoral child protection strategy.  
Gaps & Constraints: During a mission to Turkana on 22 August, the Protection Working Group observed 
serious gaps in the protection response. In Lodwar alone, there has been an increase in transactional sex 
activities (e.g. sex for food), including involvement of police and military in such activities; an increase in the 
number of school drop-outs; an increase in family disputes and separation; and a serious shortage of SGBV 
health service providers. Increased coordination and monitoring to enable appropriate protection response in 
Nairobi and at field level is required. There is likewise a need to map key protection concerns associated with 
the drought. Stronger linkages with other sectors in view of identifying protection concerns are required. All 
security incidents should be reported to UNDSS (martin.notley@unon.org). 
 

  REFUGEES 
 
Since January to 29 August, UNHCR has reported that 154,677 refugees have arrived at Dadaab camps, 
with 114,679 registered thus far, and a backlog of 39,998 persons awaiting registration1

 

. The majority of 
arrivals are from Al Shabaab-controlled areas of Gedo and Lower Juba of Somalia.  

The current operation is providing food assistance to more than 500,000 registered refugees in Kakuma and 
Dadaab (more than 80,000 and 420,000 respectively) through general food distributions. An additional 
40,000 unregistered refugees in Dadaab are receiving high energy biscuits and dry food rations until they are 
registered. WFP will change its targeted support to moderately malnourished children and 
pregnant/breastfeeding women from CSB+ to Plumpy’Sup. The first of two batches (78 tons) of Plumpy’Sup 
have arrived in Dadaab, and an additional batch will arrive imminently. 
 
Provision of shelter to new arrivals and decongestion of camps to refugees is a key priority. There is need for 
additional staff to allocate plots to refugees. As of 22 August, a total of 5,578 families comprising 23,481 
persons have been relocated to Ifo Extension (II & III) and Kambioos sites. However in Kambioos, relocation 
activities have been suspended to allow for the increase of services on the site, specifically water and 
latrines. Many of those relocated on 21 August were settled on plots situated near the scarce facilities 
available. 
 
A measles outbreak continues with a marked increase in the number of reported cases, mainly in Dagahaley 
and Ifo Camps (a total of 235 and 71 respectively last week) with 6 deaths (case fatality rate of 2.6 per cent). 
Of particular concern is that 4 of these deaths were of persons over age 15. Expanded vaccination of 
persons aged 15-29 at reception centres began last week, with additional vaccines provided by UNICEF 
through the Ministry of Health.   
 
CARE has reported that 15,000 children have been registered for schooling since 20 July, 63 per cent of 
whom are currently out of school. The need to fence the school compound in Ifo Extension has emerged, as 
a portion of the school’s land has been encroached. The Sector is working with UNHCR to develop an 
overarching strategy for education in Dadaab in keeping with the MoE’s mandate to support refugee 
education. In collaboration with the WASH Sector, education partners are in the process of identifying priority 
schools for water distribution in the new school term. UNICEF is providing support for the construction of 
temporary school structures in Ifo Extension.  
 
Child protection and sexual and GBV cases are on the increase as a result of congestion and a lack of 
adequate protection monitoring and security in the camps. There is a need to strengthen the link between the 
field based Protection Working Group (PWGIDs) and service providers. The establishment of a 'safe space' 
for women and adolescent girls in Hagadera outskirts in Dadaab has enabled the identification of protection 
concerns of 3,855 children (separated/unaccompanied children). UNICEF has identified partners to support 
implementation of cross-border work for the early identification and referral of vulnerable children and women 
on the move from Somalia to Kenya. A common training and mentoring package for partners in the area of 
family tracing, GBV and psychosocial interventions has been developed, with plans to conduct an initial 
training in Dadaab next week. A model action plan for GBV prevention and response programming in 
refugee camps has also been developed, following an inter-agency assessment of GBV services in Dadaab. 

                                                 
1 UNHCR Daily Update, 29 August 2011 
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Based on best practices, the model GBV programme will be rolled out in other refugee settings throughout 
the Horn of Africa region. There continues to be a lack of reliable data from the field on the numbers and 
nature of protection issues. More staff is required to support the monitoring and reporting process. 
 

IV. Coordination 
 
The Technical Secretariat meeting on food distribution was convened on 24 August by the Ministry of State 
for Special Programmes to strengthen the coordination of relief food distribution; the Kenya Humanitarian 
Forum met on 25 August to share information among sectors; and OCHA conducted field visits to Marsabit 
and Moyale during the week of 22 August to meet district authorities and humanitarian partners to improve 
field-level coordination. 
 
The Heads of State Summit on the Horn of Africa drought crisis is scheduled for 8-9 September, focusing on 
medium- to long-term solutions to address the recurrence of drought in the region. The Government of 
Kenya, is hosting the Summit in collaboration with the Inter-Governmental Authority on Development (IGAD).  
 
The Early Recovery Sector held its second coordination meeting on 22 August and discussed mapping early 
recovery activities and best practices in Kenya.  
 
In light of a major influx of humanitarian agencies and media, UNDSS has signalled a need to harmonize 
rates paid to police escorts. UNDSS will organize a working group to address this. 
 

V. Funding 
 
As of 29 August, $479 million of the required $740 million has been 
covered. However, funding is distributed unevenly among sectors: 
Agriculture and Livestock is only 24 per cent funded; Education is 
16 per cent funded; Health is 17 per cent funded; and Protection is 
7 per cent funded. 
 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's 
Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: 
fts@un.org. 
 

VI. Contact 
 
Aeneas Chuma 
Humanitarian Coordinator 
 
Ben Parker, Interim Head of Office, OCHA Eastern Africa 
parkerb@un.org, +254 733626131 
 
Patrick Lavandhomme, Deputy Head of Office 
lavandhomme@un.org, +254 710 602 326 
 
Thandie Mwape, Humanitarian Affairs Officer/Reporting  
mwapet@un.org, +254 728 601 291 
 
For more information, please visit: http://ochaonline.un.org/kenya  
 
To be added or deleted from this SitRep mailing list, please e-mail ochakenya@un.org 
 

740 million 
requested (US$) 

65 % 
funded 
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