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Nutrition  
337 under 5 year old children suffering 
from Severe Acute Malnutrition 
received curative services 
 
Health  
Vaccinated 2,257 under one year old 
children against measles and  42,601 
under 5 year old children against polio.   
 
Over 3,561 children and women have 
access to primary health care 
 
WASH 
15,569 people accessed safe water for 
drinking, cooking and personal hygiene. 
 
50,415 people reached with critical 
water, sanitation and hygiene supplies 
(including hygiene items) and services 
and also with messages on appropriate 
hygiene practices  
 
Education  
4,655 children accessed formal or non-
formal education, including early 
learning 
 
Procured 181 school tents, 194 School-
in-a-carton, and 110 Recreation kits 
 
Child Protection  
11,372 children and caregivers 
accessed mental health and 
psychosocial support  
 
714 children reached with critical child 
protection services 
 
Rapid Response Mechanism 
40,208 vulnerable displaced people 
received Rapid Response Mechanism 
Kits 
 
 

 
 
Situation 
Update 
 
Between January and 
December 2021, 
more than 10,876 
families (65,256 
people) have been 
displaced in, or to 
Ma’rib Governorate 
due to active conflict. 
Of these, more than 
two-thirds – 46,122 
people (7,687 
families) – were 
displaced in the last 
four months of the 
year – a  majority of 
displaced people  originating from Al Jubah, Sirwah  and Harib Districts within Ma’rib 
(OCHA 2021).  
 
The ongoing fighting on the frontlines has resulted in more displaced people moving 
into Ma’rib city and Ma’rib Al Wadi. The Internally Displaced People (IDP), many of 
whom have experienced multiple displacement episodes already, are seeking to move 
further from the frontlines to safer areas. With every displacement episode the 
vulnerability of the IDPs, especially children and women, increases with outbreaks of 
measles and polio reported while many children risking missing on their childhood, 
including learning opportunities.  
 
UNICEF has scaled up its existing multi sectoral humanitarian response in Ma’rib and 
has established a sub office in Ma’rib city. Through a flexible and rapid approach 
UNICEF’s response is focused on providing access to uninterrupted basic social services 
that meet the needs of  vulnerable children and their families.  
 
In response to recent displacements, due to  fighting in Sirwah district, new arrivals 
were received in Al Nuqaia'a and Al Somaya’a sites in Ma’rib Al Wadi district on 2 
November 2021. UNICEF activated a multisectoral contingency plan and responded to 
the urgent lifesaving needs of more than 8,500 newly displaced people (1,500 HHs) 
including estimated 5,200 children in the Al Somaya’a site. 

Figure 1 – Displacement patterns (Source: RDT / DTM report) 



WASH In the last two months of 2021, UNICEF reached 50,415 IDPs  (77 per 
cent of the IDPs) in Ma’rib with critical water, sanitation and hygiene supplies 
and services including messages on appropriate hygiene practices. UNICEF 
supported a total of 15,569 IDPs, representing 24 per cent of the total number 
of IDPs, with access safe water for drinking, cooking and personal hygiene. 
From 3 November to 31 December 2021 UNICEF provided more than 5.4 
million litres of safe and clean water, delivered and installed 582 latrines, 
installed 13 water distribution points and distributed 199 water tanks and 930 
Basic Hygiene Kits ( BHKs) to the newly displaced IDPs in Al Somaya’a site. 
UNICEF continues to provide WASH services in 23 IDP sites in Ma’rib city and Al 
Wadi where a total of 34,462 people (6,431 Households), including 18,600 
children, are taking refuge.  UNICEF is also constructing an almost 8-kilometre 
water pipeline  from the Al-Faw wells field and Al-Rumaila area to Ma’rib city. 

Health  UNICEF’s health response includes supporting implementation of the 
routine immunization, support to primary health care through supply of essential medical supplies and equipment. The medical 
supplies include cold chain facilities, essential medicines, health kits and PPEs. Through UNICEF support 3,561 IDPs, including 
women and children, access primary health care in IDP sites located in Ma’rib City and Ma’rib Al Wadi districts. UNICEF partners 
with Governorate Health Offices (GHOs) in supporting existing and temporary health clinics. UNICEF response is through 
partnership with OCHA/CERF. Specifically, in Q4 of 2021, by November 2021, a total of 42,901 U5 children had received polio 
vaccination and 2,257 U1 children had been vaccinated against measles. 

Nutrition  - UNICEF’s nutrition response is centered on cluster coordination and effective management of nutrition through 
screening  activities, effective referral and quality management of children with severe wasting. In addition, UNICEF ensures that 
nutrition services are known and accessible to children, adolescents,  caregivers and communities. From November to December 
2021, UNICEF supported  6 mobile health teams  to provide integrated preventive and curative health and nutrition services in 
IDP sites in Ma’rib city and Ma’rib Al-Wadi districts. Through this intervention, 337 children aged 6 to 59 months with Severe 
Acute Malnutrition were admitted to therapeutic care.  

Child Protection  UNICEF’s Child Protection response is focused on strong coordination and support to partners and authorities 
to ensure that child protection systems are functional and strengthened to prevent and respond to all forms of violence, 
exploitation, abuse, neglect, and harmful practices among the IDPs and host communities. Between November and December 
2021 UNICEF reached 714 children with critical child protection services and  11,372 children with psychosocial support activities.  

Education -  UNICEF supports NGOs and local authority partners to provide opportunities for continued learning for the 15,500 
displaced school-aged children (SAC) with specific attention to girls, children with disabilities, and other marginalized or 
vulnerable children in Ma’rib.  UNICEF’s support includes supply of learning materials, construction of temporary learning spaces 
and support to volunteer teachers. As of end of 2021, 4,655 children in 12 IDP camps accessed learning through UNICEF support. 
UNICEF’s response is in partnership with ECHO. 

Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM)   As the newly displaced people lack the most basic needs of shelter and food UNICEF, through 
the Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM), in partnership with UNFPA and WFP supported 40,208 newly displaced people including 
approximately 20,000 children with RRM packages of Basic Hygiene Kits, food and dignity kits. 

Communication for Development (C4D)  UNICEF promotes behaviour and social change through community engagement in 
collaboration with national and local actors. Through partnerships, including with GHOs, UNICEF is supporting Communication 
and Community Engagement (RCCE) and Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) related activities targeting both the host 
community and IDPs in Ma’rib, primarily focused on COVID-19 pandemic and other communicable diseases. 
 
Partnerships:  UNICEF’s response in Marib is possible due to support and partnerships with a number of organizations. UNICEF 
partners with local authorities in Marib including GHO, GEO, MoSAL, Executive Unit for IDPs Camp Management, GARWSP, NWSA, 
MOI, NRC, NFDHR, MDF,  Tabassam Association and local and international NGOs. UNICEF’s programme is possible through the 
generous support from  BHA/OFDA, KSrelief, Japan, World Bank, ECHO, UNOCHA, and FCDO. UNICEF also partners with the IDPs 
community in promoting accountability to affected populations. 

Who to contact 
for further 
information: 

Gianluca Buono  
Chief, Field Operations and Coordination 
UNICEF Yemen  
Sana’a 
Tel: +967 712223151 
Email: gbuono@unicef.org 

Mohamed Aboelnaga 
Chief of Communications  
UNICEF Yemen 
Sana’a 
Tel : +967712223161 
Email:maboelnaga@unicef.org 

Anne Lubell  
Partnerships Manager 
UNICEF Yemen 
Amman Outpost, Jordan 
Tel: +962 79 835 0402 
Email: alubell@unicef.org 

 

 

An internally displaced family accessing clean water from a water 
distribution point installed by UNICEF in Al-Somaya Camp in 
Marib, Yemen.               @UNICEF/YEMEN/2021/ ALfilastini 


