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OCTOBER DEYR RAINFALL HAS BEEN DELAYED AND LOOKS LIKELY TO FAIL COMPLETELY IN THE NORTH  
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• Deyr rains usually commence at the end of September in northern Somalia and gradually move down to central and southern      
Somalia.  This year Deyr rains began late and out of sequence in Southern Somalia, largely failed in the central and northern        
regions.  

• Fig 1 shows normal precipitation for the month of October, and Fig 2 indicates that actual rainfall for October 2003 was significantly 
less than normal in the central and northern regions, while greater than normal in the southern most part of Somalia. 

• The vegetation index image of Fig 3 shows that at the end of October all of Somalia had less than, or normal greenness. 
 

Fig 3 : Normalized Difference Vegetation 
Index (NDVI) Pastoral Areas 20-31 October 
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Fig 4a :  Start of the Deyr  
season: October 1- 10  

Fig 4b: October 11-20 Fig 4c : October 20-30 
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OCTOBER 2003 PRECIPITATION LEVELS  

Deyr Rainfall Largely Fails in Central and Northern Regions :  An unfavourable start of the Deyr Season looks likely to fail in northern and 
central Somalia.  Such a failure would have serious implications for pastoral populations.  Based on the FSAU Gu 2003 analysis and accom-
panying scenarios, where Deyr rains fail, the number of food insecure households will increase as both livestock and crop production will 
reduce.  In southern Somalia, rainfall has been patchy (other than in Lower and Middle Juba).  
Sool Plateau Humanitarian Crisis Worsens :  With the current rains failing on Sool Plateau, most remaining livestock will likely die before the 
next expected rains in April, water trucking prices will increase, and households’ access to food will further decrease.  A UN Multi-agency 
humanitarian assessment conducted last month has released their findings, which confirms the severity of the crisis.  Inside this monthly 
report is a review of those findings and presentation of historical climatological data indicating the current drought is a discreet shock. 
Abnormal Migratory Movements in Northern Somalia Observed : Due to below normal Deyr rainfall pastoral migratory patterns are increas-
ingly limited. Field reports indicate that pastoralists have now ventured into Ethiopia’s Somali region V but conditions are not much better, if 
at all. FSAU will continue to monitor these migratory movements closely in November. 
Civil Insecurity Threatens Food Security :  Recent  outbreaks of civil insecurity—including both widespread conflicts in Galgadud and Bay 
Regions and sporadic killings in Gedo and Northwestern Somalia Regions—will have negative effects on food security in those areas. 
 

                                                                                     HIGHLIGHTS 

• Figures 4a-c show the progression of rainfall for the three 10- 
day periods (dekads) of October.  During the first dekad (10-
day period) of the month (Fig 4a) no rains were received 
throughout the country.   

• During the second dekad (Fig 4b), pockets in Bay, Bakool,
Juba valley and Hiran regions received light showers.   

• During the third dekad (Fig 4c), Lower Shabelle, Bay and   
Middle Juba regions received moderate/good rains, which        
improved crop germination, regenerated pasture, filled       
water catchments and improved livestock body condition.   

• Lower Juba region (Afmadow, Hager, Badhadhe districts) also 
received heavy rains, as confirmed by sources in the ground. 

• Improved pasture and water conditions in Lower and Middle 
Juba along the Somalia-Kenya border, are also likely to      
attract huge livestock in-migrations from Gedo region well as  
other parts of Juba Valley.   



• As highlighted in the Gu 2003 Seasonal Outlook, poor 
Deyr rains (50% below normal) would have serious food 
security implications for vulnerable Food Economy Zones 
(FEZs) (see Fig 5 and 6).  

• The population of Sool Plateau and Lower Nugal Valley will 
continue to face serious food shortages.  

• Should the Deyr rains fall below normal or fail, the FEZ’s 
of Nugal Valley, Hiran Riverine, Lower Shabelle Agro-
pastoral and Southern Agro-pastoral of Bay, Bakool and 
Gedo region are likely to face increased food deficits.  

• FSAU will closely monitor the rainfall during the month of 
November, and will provide an updated food security    
projection in December’s Monthly Report, highlighting 
vulnerable areas and anticipated levels of food insecurity. 
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INCREASING INCIDENTS OF CIVIL  
INSECURITY THREATEN FOOD SECURITY 

FOR VULNERABLES GROUPS 

** In Galgadud Region during October, civil insecu-
rity occurred in Herale and Hurshe villages. This 
fighting comes at a difficult period during the Deyr 
season due to poor rains and has greatly affected 
pastoral groups living in the region. Pastoralists are 
migrating away from the conflict area, reducing their 
options for better grazing. Poor groups who inhabit 
these districts are expected to become extremely 
food insecure if civil insecurity continues. 
 
** In Gedo Region, the border between Kenya and 
Somalia at El/Waq and Mandera was shut following 
the killing of an ADRA aid worker in Dhamase village. 
This has prevented many poorer households taking 
advantage of cross border trade activities. The FSAU 
Field monitor also reports that the suspension of 
food relief activities in southern Gedo has caused 
cereal prices to rise and has also observed a re-
duced amount of cereal stock in markets.  
    
** In Baidoa, (Bay Region) civil insecurity has been 
responsible for blocking trading  routes which has 
subsequently affected market flows in and out of  
Baidoa. A number of IDP’s from the conflict in Bay 
Region were reported to be arriving in the districts of 
Wajid and south Huddur over the last two months. 
Insecurity has also seriously affected the food secu-
rity of pockets of populations in Lower Juba. 
 
**The recent killing of three aid workers in north-
western Somalia has created an atmosphere of un-
certainty over the continuation of certain aid pro-
grammes there.  In light of these recent killings, the 
Somaliland Authorities issued an order to all non 
Somalilanders to leave the country within 45 days 
commencing on 23 October.  It is estimated that 5-
10% of the current inhabitants in Somaliland, mainly 
in the urban centres, originate from Ethiopia or other 
parts of Somalia.  These migrants have been        
attracted by the relative peace and stability in Soma-
liland which has generated job opportunities.  If the 
expulsion order is implemented, it is likely that the 
livelihoods of this group will suffer as their income 
levels drop, which would subsequently have a detri-
mental impact on remittance levels in other areas. 

IMPLICATIONS OF FAILED DEYR RAINS ON FOOD SECURITY  
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Figure D2 – Map showing deficit areas for a scenario 
where the Deyr season results in crop and livestock 
production that is 50% of the average value 

Deficits (100% scenario)
Areas of concern
0% - 15%
15% - 40%

0 200 400 Kilometers

N

Fig 5: Deficit Areas and Areas of  
Concern for a Scenario with Average Deyr Season 

Fig 6 : Areas for a Scenario where the Deyr Season 
Results in Crop and Livestock that is  50% of the 

Average Value 
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• Sorghum prices have already risen by 20% between September 2003 and 
October 2003 and by an average of 15% in most markets since October 
2002 (Fig 7).  These price increases can be attributed to uncertainty over 
Deyr production and to poor Gu 2003 production in Bay and Bakool regions 
(that provide most of Somalia’s  sorghum in a normal year).   

• Terms of Trade in Baidoa, Dinsor and Elberde for Sorghum/Goat have       
declined compared to October 2002 (Fig 8). These markets have experienced 
an increase in cereal price while the price of goats remained the same. In 
Huddur, (Bakool Region) cereal prices slightly decreased, likely due to an on-
going WFP Food relief programme; while the price of shoats improved slightly, 
so pastoralists improved their terms of trade. 

• Maize prices followed a similar trend as sorghum with an average annual   
price increase of 16% between October 2002 and October 2003, see Fig 9.   

• Current maize prices are lower in Jowhar than in October 2002 due to good 
Gu season production. In Afmadow the population has possibly benefited 
from food relief distributed just across the border in Kenya, which has sharply 
reduced prices this year.  

• Cereal prices in Somalia’s markets tend to fluctuate due to Somalia’s poor 
infrastructure (creating constraints between the producers and consumer 
markets) and the high cost of transportation (due to checkpoints and levies).  
However, in coming months, cereal price hikes will reflect worries about the 
lack of Deyr rains and poor prospects for the season, as well as insecurity in 
cereal-growing districts.   

THE PRICE OF CEREAL INCREASES AND TERMS OF TRADE  
DETERIORATE ACROSS MARKETS IN SOUTHERN SOMALIA  

Comaparison of Sorghum Prices in Selected Markets, 
October 2002 and October 2003 
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Comparison of Maize Prices in Selected Markets, 
October 2002 and October 2003
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Fig 9 

Comparison of Terms of Trade (Goat/Sorghum) in Selected 
Markets, 

Oct 2002 and Oct 2003 

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

Baidoa Dinsor Elberde Hudur
Source: FEWS NET and FSAU

K
ilo

gr
am

 o
f S

or
gh

um

2002
2003

Fig 8 Fig 8 : Comparison of Terms of Trade (sorghum per goat) in Selected 
Markets, October 2002 and October 2003. 

Comparison ofTerms of Trade ( Local Goat/Maize) in  Selected 
Markets, 

Oct 2003 and Oct 2002  

0
50

100
150
200
250
300
350
400
450
500

Afm
ad

ow

Bard
era

Bele
tweyn

e
Bua

le

Jam
am

e
Merk

a

Jo
wha

r

Source FEWS NET and FSAU

K
ilo

gr
am

 o
f M

ai
ze 2002

2003

Fig 10 
Fig 10 : Comparison of Terms of Trade (Maize per local goat) in 

Selected Markets, October 2002 and October 2003. 
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SOOL PLATEAU : ALARMING DETERIORATION IN FOOD SECURITY AS DEYR RAINS FAIL 

The Sool Plateau Drought—A Discreet, Slow Onset Shock 
            Figure 11 indicates that the current drought in the Sool      
Plateau area is a discreet, slow onset shock, now further accentu-
ated by the failed Deyr rains.  Using satellite imagery data sets (NDVI)    
going back to July 1981, FEWS-NET and FSAU conducted a historic 
average vegetation profile analysis for just the Sool Plateau FEZ 
(NDVI values throughout the FEZ, Fig 12, were spatially averaged for 
each 10-day period since 1981 to derive a single value, and then 
compared with the long-term average for the FEZ to determine the 
percentage deviation from normal).  The analysis clearly shows that 
the current drought is the longest and most severe dry spell (over 
three years) since 1981 (the limit of the historic data set), which    
elders in the area confirm and state that it is the worst since 1974. 
The vegetation index is affected by both land cover (which is trans-
forming due to felling trees for charcoal production) and rainfall 
(which similar analysis also indicates as having been below normal 
for the past three years).  Of note is the succession of over four years 
of above normal vegetation just prior to the current drought (which 
partly corresponds to good rains during the El Nino event of 1997), 
likely attracting migratory pastoralists to the area during this time.  
Still, the duration and severity of the current long-running drought 
has not occurred since 1974. 

 
Multi-Agency Assessment Findings Released 
   Multi agency teams conducted an emergency humanitarian 
assessment in Sool Plateau October 9-13 (FSAU/FAO, UNICEF, WFP, 
OCHA,  FEWS NET, Horn Relief and VSF). The objective was to ascer-
tain the severity and extent of the humanitarian problem and, make 
recommendations concerning appropriate responses.  OCHA has  
recently released the full mission report (see www.unsomalia.net). 
Principle Findings 
   Cumulative livestock losses (mortalities and distress sales) over the 
past four drought years have decimated herds and altered herd com-
position.  Most critically, camels have been particularly affected with 
losses of 60-70%, and even higher mortality rates among pack cam-
els (over 80%), increasing vulnerability of pastoralist households by 
reducing their mobility.  Nearly half (40-50%) of the sheep and goats 
(shoats) have been lost (Table 1).  Even more alarming is the drop in 
livestock reproduction, on which hopes rest for future viability and 

recovery.  As a 
result of the 
drop in repro-
ductive rates, 
milk produc-
tion has plum-
meted, affect-
ing both con-
sumption and 
income from 
milk sales.  A 
60-70% drop 
in income from 
livestock sales 
has drastically 
reduced the 

purchasing power of producers.   
   Livestock sales for export or domestic markets are the main       
income earner. Such sales become more important in times of 
drought.  Terms of trade have turned against pastoralists, from 1 
shoat per 50-kg bag of rice in normal years to 2-3 shoats per bag at 
present.  Moreover, many livestock cannot be sold as their body    
condition is poor, making it unlikely that Sool Plateau pastoralists will 
be able to take advantage of the peak in demand during the pre-Haj 
period.   
   Scarcity of water as a result of the failed rains has led to massive 
increases in water prices for human and animal consumption.  A 
combination of reduced water availability, increased distances       
between water and pasture and poor livestock conditions means that 
pastoralists are having to tanker water to their livestock.  Settlements 
without functioning boreholes are also relying upon tankering.  The 
typical price of one drum of water (variable according to the distance 
from the water source) of tankered water has climbed about 250% as 
compared to the pre drought period.  This price increase has put a 
huge stress on the ability of people to pay for water, and has diverted 
resources away from other requirements such as food purchases and 
animal health services.  Ninety percent of the pastoralists are pur-
chasing water on credit and carry debts.  The credit system is, how-

ever, at full stretch, and is likely 
to cease functioning in the near 
future as those providing water 
require payment to meet their 
own operating costs. 
Nutrition Findings 
During this multi-agency exer-
cise, nutritional status was as-
sessed using measurement of 
Mid Upper Arm Circumference 
(MUAC). While the results indi-
cated no significant overall de-
cline in nutritional status in the 
areas visited, an increasing 
number of pockets with higher 
rates and a gradual increase in 

the numbers of malnourished children registering at the supplemen-
tary feeding centres were noted.  Maintenance of relatively good nu-
tritional status during times of stress in this community is not un-
usual and has been noted repeatedly in recent years. This is partly 
explained by the strong social support mechanisms that oblige the 
better off households to maintain the poorer ones during crisis. There 
is also the use of unsustainable coping strategies such as charcoal 
production. What is most significant during the current crisis is the 
extent to which the continued drought is now impacting this social 
support system and the almost complete absence of any trees for 
use as charcoal. Although acute malnutrition levels are as yet low, 
there is strong concern that coping capacities that have sustained 
minimal nutrition are on the verge of collapse, which would lead to a 
rapid degeneration in nutrition and mortality rates. 
Implications and Outlook 
   It is now evident that the Deyr rains have failed.  Field reports indi-
cate, based on long-term weather patterns and current local climatic 
conditions, that the long dry Jilaal season has started, and that no 
rainfall is expected until April at the earliest, when the Gu season 
commences.  Even if the Sool Plateau receives normal Gu season 
rainfall (April-June), livestock will not recover nor reproduce immedi-
ately.  Pastoralist households will not have much milk for consump-
tion or many animals to sell.  In the very short term, their assets and 
incomes will remain fixed.  This outlook has profound implications for 
preparing an appropriate response.   
Affected areas  
   People in the following livelihood zones are affected by 
deteriorating food security: Sool Plateau of Sool, Sanag and Bari 
regions, Gebi Valley and Lower Nugal.  Pastoral populations in 
Erigavo, Taleex, Xudun, Elafweyn, Badhan, Dhahar, Qardho, Isuku 
Shuban and Benerbeyla districts are particularly affected by the 
drought.  Within these livelihood zones, the “destitute,” “poor” and 
“middle” wealth                                           (Continued Over the Page)  
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE FSAU ‘NUTRITION UPDATE’ 
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Bossaso* July August  September October 
Camel 0 28 618 
Cattle 3,153 6,278 8,879 
Shoats 129,100 113,098 110,380 
Sub—Total 132,253 119,404 119,877 
Berbera**    
Camel 2,568 1,399 2,775 
Cattle 15,177 3,694 7,726 
Shoats 27,306 24,817 40,262 
Sub-Total 45,051 29,910 50,763 

FSAU Field  
Monitors were 
working on Gu 

analysis and the 
port figures have 

not yet been  
obtained for this  

month. 
FSAU will provide 

the figures in 
December. 

Total Number of 
Exports  

354,608 298,628 341,280 

         The upcoming Haj (annual pilgrimage to Mecca and period of high 
demand for sheep and goats) in February 2004 will be an important time 
for Somali livestock owners and traders who are expected to take advan-
tage of increased demand for their animals, despite the current import 
ban by Saudi Arabia and other Persian Gulf States (imposed in September 
2000). 
   During the current livestock ban by Somalia’s trading partners, Australia 
was the only major livestock exporter to the Saudi market, with their      
exports averaging two million heads a year.  During October, Saudi Arabia 
rejected an Australian ship carrying 50,000 Australian sheep, citing the 
fact that the sheep onboard were ’diseased’.  If Saudi Arabia continues to 
reject additional shipments of Australian livestock, this unmet market    
demand may assist Somalia in resuming high-number exports. 
   In another development in the region, the private livestock marketing 
sector along with AU-IBAR (African Union-Inter African Bureau for Animal 
Resources) and the LTC (Red Sea Livestock Trade Commission) are       
preparing to set up a transparent and effective livestock inspection system 
and quality assurance programme for export bound livestock. These 
preparations also facilitate dialogue and build confidence between import-
ers and exporters.  The LTC proposes the construction of a regional live-
stock export holding facility in Djibouti to inspect and quarantine animals 
before certification.  The LTC will then aim to establish similar facilities in 
all livestock export ports in the region, including Berbera and Bosasso. 

TABLE 2 : LIVESTOCK EXPORT TABLE FOR OCTOBER 2003 

* Bossaso Port Authority                                                            ** Berbera Port Authority  

THE HAJ IS LIKELY TO INCREASE LIVESTOCK  
EXPORT TRADE FROM SOMALIA 

   During October in Gedo region, (northern districts) CARE distributed 
205 MT in Dolow district and 474 MT in Luuq district as free food distri-
butions with a total of 12,317 beneficiaries. An extra 20 MT were distrib-
uted in Luuq as Food for Work (FFW), with 108 beneficiaries. In southern 
Gedo, WFP suspended its distribution in Bardera, Garbahare and Burd-
hubo districts due to insecurity. (CARE did not distribute in El Waq during 
October due to insecurity either). CARE distributed 480 MT of food in  
Hiran, 120 MT in Middle Shabelle and 180 MT in Bakool regions, all in 
the form of FFW, with a total of 4,212 beneficiaries. WFP SOMALIA were 
unable to provide food relief distribution figures for October as of Nov 5. 

Nutritional Surveillance since the Gu Assessment 
   FSAU intensified their nutritional surveillance in those identified nutri-
tionally vulnerable populations presented in  The FSAU Focus : Annual 
Post Gu 2003 Food Security Outlook,  released in October 2003. An 
FSAU led MUAC assessment in Buaale in late September (insecurity has 
disrupted normal livelihoods in past 12 months) found a global acute 
malnutrition rate of 20% (MUAC<12.5 cm or oedema) and a severe 
acute malnutrition rate of 3% (MUAC<11 cm). In neighbouring Jilib    
Riverine FEZ, which received a good Gu 2003 harvest (enabling the 
population to recover slightly as usually it experiences Gu crop produc-
tion shortfalls), global acute malnutrition is currently estimated at 14% 
(MUAC<12.5 cm), down from about 28% in July 2003.  This recovery in 
Jilib provides an opportune moment  for humanitarian agencies to initi-
ate medium to long term interventions in the area. 
Recent FSAU Nutrition Surveys 
     In September, in Huddur (Bakool) a follow up nutrition survey was 
undertaken which reported a global acute malnutrition rate of 11.2% 
and a severe acute malnutrition rate of 1.1%  (No change from previous 
survey conducted in July 2000).  In Dinsor (Bay) a nutrition survey con-
ducted in September showed a poor nutrition status with a global acute 
malnutrition rate of 13.3% and a severe acute malnutrition rate of 1.8%
(No change from previous survey conducted in December 2000). 
   In northern Somalia, a nutrition survey carried out in October within 
the resettlement areas of Burao in Somaliland revealed a persistently 
high global acute malnutrition rate amongst IDPs and returnees.  Global 
acute malnutrition reached 15.3% with a severe acute malnutrition rate 
of 1.9%.  Limited food accessibility, inadequate sanitation and high 
rates of disease continue to weaken the health and nutrition of this 
population. (See Nutrition Footnote at the bottom of the page). 

Nutrition Foodtnote : All the nutrition surveys used a standard 30 by 30 cluster sampling methodology 
and global acute malnutrition expressed as Weight for Height <-2 z-scores or oedema and severe 
malnutrition expressed as Weight for Height <-3 z-scores or oedema. 

FSAU MONITORS DESERT LOCUST OUTBREAK ACROSS NORTH 
AFRICA  

   FSAU reported in the September Monthly Report that the Karan 
rains in Awdal/north west region of Somalia had been so good, 
that conditions were conducive to an outbreak of locusts. During 
October, new locust out breaks were observed in north east      
Sudan. It appears that these locusts are heading towards their 
winter breeding area either side of the Red Sea in the coastal 
plains.  A recent assessment conducted by FAO’S EMPRES 
(Emergency Prevention System for Transboundary Animal and 
Plant Pests and Diseases, with representation in Hargeisa) in    

B e r b e r a , 
L u g h a y e , 
Zeila, Baki 
districts in 
S o m a l i a 
found no 
sign of  
l o c u s t s . 
FSAU will 
continue to 
m o n i t o r 
s i tu a t i on 
closely.       Adults  Hopper Bands Adult Groups Hoppers 

SOURCE : FAO  

Somalia 

Fig 16 : Map Showing Locust Movement Across North Africa 

SOOL PLATEAU DETERIORATION (CONTINUED) 

groups – estimated at about 15,500 households -- require immedi-
ate assistance to avoid further asset depletion. 
Recommended Actions  : The assessment teams are unanimous in 
their conviction that the humanitarian crisis in the Sool Plateau  
requires an immediate concerted and coordinated response from 
the international community in order to avert a full-scale disaster. 
The main manifestations of the cumulative impact of consecutive 
drought on people’s livelihoods are in terms of depleted assets, 
reduced incomes and increased expenditures.  The issue is not 
food availability, because traders are still willing to bring food to the 
area, it is an access issue because inhabitants don’t have enough 
money to buy food. Under these circumstances, the team recom-
mends that the primary responses should be cash-based rather 
than food-based.  Food-based responses would be recommended 
as the next alternative if cash-based responses prove to be not fea-
sible or rapid. The team further recommends that phased             
responses address the immediate humanitarian needs as soon as 
possible, then move on to an intermediate phase that aims to     
support livelihoods and recovery, and lastly to a long-term phase 
that tackles chronic underlying issues.  In the event of complete 
failure of the 
Gu season 
rains, the 
i m m ed i a t e 
phase will 
need to be 
e x t e n d e d 
and interme-
diate re-
sponses re-
thought.  
 

Assets Poor  Middle  

 Normal Year Current 
2003 

Normal 
Year 

Current 
2003 

Normal 
Year 

Current 
2003 

Shoats 70-90 25 -35 120-150 50-60 200-250 100-
150 

Camels 5-10 0-5 20-30 10-15 50-80 30-40 

Pack Camels 1-2 0 2-4 0-1 4-6 0-2 

Cattle 0 0 5-10 0-2 10-15 0-5 

Donkeys 0-2 0 0-1 0 0 0 

HH Size 5-7 4-5 6-8 6-8 8-9 10-11 

% Population 25-35 40-50 45-55 35-45 15-25 10-15 

Better-off 

Table 1 : Wealth Breakdown: Baseline Vs Current  

CARE FOOD RELIEF DISTRIBUTIONS DURING OCTOBER 



REGIONAL FOOD SECURITY HIGHLIGHTS AS REPORTED BY FSAU FIELD MONITORS  
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References to Food Economy Zones (FEZ’s) relate to information concerning different Food Economy and Livelihood Zones. For a map of 
these areas please  contact  : fsauinfo@fsau.or.ke or look at www.unsomalia.net under the ‘FSAU’ webpage and Maps. 

BARI 
The area has received poor and patchy Deyr 
rains which are not sufficient to regenerate 
pasture or sustain the livestock population of 
the region. Some light rains were received in 
Iskushuban and Bander Beyla districts and 
also at the coast at Hafun. This replenished 
some berkads. However because of the influx 
of livestock from Sanaag, Gardo and Dan-
goroyo district of  Nugal, (in search of pasture 
and water) water supplies are dwindling and   
pasture is overgrazed. No rainfall has been 
received in Dharoor food economy zone and 
the price of  water has risen from 10,000 Ssh 
to 30,000 Ssh a drum. In  general the livestock 
condition is  below normal and if the rains con-
tinue to fail, a serious reduction in livestock 
assets is likely to occur during the dry Jilaal 
season. Scarcity of water availability will com-
pound this livestock asset depletion problem.  
 

SOUTH NUGAL & NORTH MUDUG 
No significant Deyr rains have been received 
in north Mudug, however in south Nugal light 
rains were received in Burtinle district, refill-
ing  berkads and improving pasture in the 
district. No Deyr rains have been received in 
Goldogob district in the Addun and Hawd  
food economy areas.  Pastoralists (mainly the 
middle and better off wealth groups) around 
Goldogob and west of Jeriban are moving in 
large numbers towards Burtinle in search of 
pasture and water. Livestock are trekking 
distances between 60-100 Km to get to   
Burtinle. The ‘poor group’ remain behind with 
inadequate grazing and insufficient water. 
The price of water has increased  compared 
to this time last year. In general, livestock 
condition is below normal. This is because 
livestock have not fully recovered from the 
two years of successive rain failure, apart 
from Gu 2003 which was normal. The supply 
of cereal in the  markets from the south has 
slightly reduced, creating a slight increase in 
cereal price. The ‘poor  group’ in the Addun 
food economy zone have been most affected 
by the inadequate Deyr rainfall season. They 
have particularly poor access to milk sales, 
livestock sales, employment, access to gifts 
and are faced with abnormal increased    
expenditure on water. 

NORTH NUGAL & SOUTH BARI 
Lower Nugal FEZ and Addun FEZ require 
careful monitoring as the arrival of Deyr rains 
in these concerned areas are already        
delayed.  The Sool of Gardo which had failed 
Gu rains received light and sporadic rains in 
early September and no rains in October. 
Only some berkads in the area are partially 
replenished. Pasture growth is below normal 
and will not be enough to sustain livestock 
during the harsh, dry Jilaal season. Livestock 
are moving from the Sool of Gardo to the 
coastal area of Bander Beyla district where 
rains have been received. The Hawd FEZ can 
be divided into two areas, the Hawd of Eil 
and the Hawd of Garowe. In the Hawd of Eil, 
there have been a few insignificant Deyr 
showers resulting in poor pasture quality due 
to the density of livestock in the area.       
Berkads are dry. In the Hawd of Garowe, 
rains have been slightly better and browse 
has largely regenerated but grass, which   
sustains livestock during the dry Jilaal       
season, has not re-grown. Camels and goats 
in good condition fetch a good price in       
Garowe market. However, some shoats come 
from as far away as Galkayo and central    
regions and are often owned by traders not 
pastoralists. These shoats usually fetch a 
slightly higher price between 300,000- 
500,000 Ssh while local shoats fetch        
between 250,000–350,000 Ssh. 

AWDAL & NORTH WEST REGION 
In agro-pastoral areas, the availability and 
accessibility to water and pasture is normal 
as a result of good karan rains. Livestock 
body condition and production is good. The 
Gu/Karan harvest is expected to take place 
during November. The situation in the high-
land pastoral zone is good, pasture and   
grazing conditions are normal for the time of 
year. In the coastal and sub coastal belts   
pasture and livestock condition as well as 
production is good. Shinile zone of Ethiopia’s 
region V has not received good rains and   
remains largely dry. An influx of pastoralists 
and their animals from Ethiopia may occur 
(around December 2003 and January 2004 
similar to last year) and needs to be moni-
tored closely. A high potential borehole at 
Kalawle village has been broken since     
August 2003. In the Hawd of Hargeisa, water 
and accessibility is normal as is pasture 
availability. Income opportunities were 
boosted with the arrival of a ship carrying 
25,000 MT of wheat grain bound for the 
food insecure areas of Ethiopia. Rehabilita-
tion of roads and construction activities are 
also  providing additional income opportuni-
ties. 250 households from Harta Sheikh 
Refugee Camp in Ethiopia returned to      
Hargeisa region during October 2003. 

SANAAG AND TOGDHEER 
Apart from the Golis mountains of Sanaag the 
food security situation of Sanaag region contin-
ues to remain precarious, particularly in the 
area of Sool plateau which falls in Sanaag     
region. A recent UN and NGO assessment of 
the affected area found that livestock herds, 
especially camel, were  already decimated by 
starvation and disease, which has further     
impoverished pastoralist families almost      
entirely dependent on the sale of animals and 
their milk for income.  Those livestock still alive 
are in too poor a condition to sell. At the same 
time food and water prices have increased to 
such an extent that most households cannot 
afford to purchase even the most basic neces-
sities for survival. As a result many have cut-
trees to sell as charcoal, causing environmental 
damage and reducing fodder for  camels. Many 
have also borrowed large amounts of money 
from traders to purchase food and water,      
increasing their long term vulnerability. The   
impending failure of the Deyr rain season in 
Togdheer has potential for spreading the       
current crisis in the Sool Plateau to the entire 
north eastern and central parts of the country. 
Field Reports from SC-UK in Togdheer highlight 
that poor rains in both the Gu and Deyr have 
resulted in insufficient rainfall water and       
pasture to sustain pastoral households over the 
coming dry season. Other field reports suggest 
that 60-75% of households have sent some 
members  with their livestock to Region V in 
Ethiopia (Warder zone). A livestock influx of this 
proportion from Somalia and other Ethiopian 
zones  has not been seen in recent memory. 
Put in context with the crisis in Sool plateau 
conditions may not be as severe in this area 
but the potential for a wider scale disaster is 
looming. This is because pastoralists are losing 
migration options as more and more areas  
report shortages of water and pasture. 

SOOL REGION 
The Deyr rainy season looks likely to fail. 
This will impact the already vulnerable Sool 
plateau and lower Nugal valley. Livestock 
deaths continue to rise, the water crisis has 
reached critical levels with water trucking 
remaining the only option to obtain access 
to drinking water at 60,000 Ssh a drum. 
Due to Deyr rain failure in the north, no  
viable migration options are taking place 
from this area. Destitution is rising and 
there is an influx of people from rural to 
urban centres. The food security situation 
for both poor and middle households on the 
Sool plateau continues to deteriorate. Most 
of the potential income sources are not  
effective, milk sales have become eroded to 
zero, livestock sales are not profitable due 
to the poor livestock condition. Many pas-
toralists have resorted to charcoal collect-
ing activities which have a negative effect 
on the environment. Many Nugal valley pas-
toralists out migrated to Hawd Food econ-
omy zone but this was not successful as 
rain was poor in the Hawd and pasture did 
not regenerate sufficiently. Out migrated 
herds showed a high death rate and loss of 
condition through the long trek, they also 
suffered tick infestation. Many pastoralists 
opted to return to their original area.  
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Pastoral areas in northern and central Somalia (other than Hargeisa, Awdal/North West Region) are experiencing failed Deyr rains. Pasture 
has not regenerated sufficiently, many of the water sources (berkads) have not been replenished by rain, the price of water has already 

risen and will continue to rise, migratory options have diminished and abnormal migratory movements have been observed. There are five 
harsh dry months of the Jilaal season ahead.  
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MIDDLE SHABELLE 
Deyr rains received so far have not been 
beneficial to crops or pasture. The weather 
remains hot and dry which is not usual for 
October. Animal body condition has wors-
ened. Browsing animals (camels and 
goats) remain in Lower Shabelle while    
cattle are found along the river and some 
are being hand fed. Milk production has 
declined due to the prolonged dry season. 
Seasonal agricultural activities associated 
with the Deyr are in progress. Land     
preparation for early planted maize is    
ongoing. Food availability and access     
remain normal. 

LOWER SHABELLE 
Deyr rains began but they were unevenly 
distributed. Wanle Weyne, Qoryoley, 
Sablale and Kurtun Warrey districts have 
benefited so far. Most of the riverine and 
irrigated agro-pastoral food economy 
groups have reliable stocks. Additional 
means of accessing food exist through  
agricultural labour and self-employment 
activities. The poor households in the rain-
fed agro-pastoral area are of concern due 
to Gu crop failure. Some of these house-
holds have migrated to the riverine areas 
in search of opportunity. Pasture and    
grazing has deteriorated due to the dry 
period and presence of in migrated        
livestock. Livestock from the coastal areas 
remain in lower shabelle as there were no 
rain reports in traditional grazing areas. 
Camel and goats which usually move 
inland during this time of year are instead 
moving to riverine areas. 

MIDDLE AND LOWER JUBA 
In the last dekad of October, Deyr rains       
commenced in most parts of the valley. This 
delay in the beginning of the Deyr rains put 
great strain on the pastoral areas particularly 
in Hagar and Badhadhe districts. However   
water catchments have now been filled bring-
ing    relief to pastoralists in the lower valley. 
There has been notable in-migration of pastor-
alists from mainly Gedo region to Juba valley, 
in the direction of riverine areas and Afmadow 
in search of pasture and water. Increased    
disease occurrence was observed prior to the 
Deyr rains : trypanosomiasis (all livestock) and 
pulmonary diseases in shoats. Disease,      
combined with a possible drought forced many 
herders to sell their livestock, reducing live-
stock prices by almost 10%. Farmers have 
been preparing their land for the Deyr season. 
The harvest of ‘off season crops’ (sesame and 
maize) has assisted all groups (especially the 
poor) creating income, particularly through 
employment activities. As rainfall was delayed, 
farmers were able to harvest the entire ses-
ame crop. The recent distribution of sorghum 
in Buale by CARE has assisted food security 
and lowered the increasing cereal prices in the 
area. A bag of sorghum cost around 15-
20,000 Ssh during the distribution, it is now 
around 60-70,000 Ssh. The Juba river level is 
fluctuating and requires close monitoring. In 
the first week of October a meeting was held in 
Jammame (with organizations working in the 
area) to address the need for enhanced flood 
emergency planning and more efficient      
monitoring systems by the river.  

GEDO 
The general food security situation in Gedo 
region is below normal due to the poor Gu  
harvest and the declining livestock productivity 
as a result of delayed Deyr rains. Food security 
amongst poorer households in riverine and 
agro-pastoral groups is of concern. The FSAU 
Field monitor reports that the suspension of 
food relief activities in southern Gedo has 
caused cereal prices to rise and has also ob-
served a reduced amount of cereal stock in 
markets. The border between Kenya and    
Somalia at El Waq/Mandera has been closed 
preventing many poorer households taking 
advantage of cross border trade activities. The 
border was shut following the killing of an 
ADRA aid worker in Dhamase village. Deyr rain-
fall has been localized, delayed and patchy, 
prompting unexpected internal movements of 
pastoralists within the region. Most of the 
Southern inland pastoralists have moved     
towards middle and lower Juba for better      
grazing. Others have moved to the northern 
parts of Gedo region where Gu rains were good 
and pasture remains good.  If the Deyr rains 
fail, an alarming food security situation will 
prevail throughout the region, hence careful 
monitoring is required. Civil insecurity remains 
a challenge for inhabitants  and the closure of 
the Kenya/Somalia border is discouraging 
trade flow from areas as far away as         
Mogadishu.  

BAY 
Deyr rains started in the second dekad of 
the month but they were localized and scat-
tered. The FSAU rain gauge in Baidoa town 
has recorded 67 mm of rainfall during the 
month with five rainy days. Livestock condi-
tion in terms of production (meat and milk) 
is normal. Milk prices increased slightly in 
most markets due to increased demand for 
Ramadhan. Seasonal migration movements 
from cropland areas to rangelands have 
started. Planting activities are in progress 
offering agricultural job opportunities for 
poor wealth groups of agro-pastoral food 
economy zones. Availability of other coping 
options is fair except in districts where 
there has been insecurity, particularly      
Baidoa. In Baidoa, the price of cereal has 
increased from 1,200 Ssh/kg to 1,500 
Ssh/kg partly due to insecurity as well as 
high taxes and delayed Deyr rains. Terms of 
trade are favourable to pastoralists and one 
local goat can buy 3 bags (150kg) of      
sorghum, while one litre of milk can fetch 
5kg of sorghum. 

GALGADUD 
The overall food security situation of the 
region is below normal. No Deyr rains 
have been received except light showers 
in Gurel area and Herale, However, Herale 
has    currently experienced severe insecu-
rity. Water prices have increased up to six 
times in Ciid and Addun pastoral areas. 
The poor are expanding their coping     
options and are accruing debts or are         
migrating to neighbouring villages where 
shallow wells are accessible. Livestock 
body condition, pasture, water and grazing 
are below normal due to two consecutive 
years of poor rains (apart from good rains 
in Gu 03). Production of milk has declined 
and the price of milk has increased six 
fold. Areas in the region suffering from 
insecurity are also pastoral grazing areas 
and this is affecting income particularly for 
the poor groups in El Bur. 

HIRAN 
Deyr rains have not yet started in the region. 
This is not normal. Planted crops have not 
germinated in agro-pastoral and riverine 
areas. Farmers are dependent on pump  
irrigation which is expensive and the poor 
riverine groups cannot afford fuel. Agricul-
tural job opportunities provided by better off 
groups is not sufficient to cover production 
shortfalls. There has been an unexpected 
deterioration in livestock condition due to 
livestock disease outbreaks and deteriorat-
ing pasture and water availability. The latter 
has resulted from poor rangeland and water 
management. Cereal prices have increased 
and all wealth groups are reliant on market 
purchase. There has been a noticeable shift 
from spending on non staple to staple food 
purchase. If the Deyr rains fail the situation 
for the population in the area will become 
extremely serious. 

While all efforts have been made to utilize the most accurate data and information  
available, neither FSAU, FEWS Net or any of their supporters or partners endorse any 

figure or political boundary as definitive.  

Further information is available through PO Box 1230, Nairobi, Tel: (254-2) 3741299, 3745734, 
3748297, Fax: 3740598, E-mail: fsauinfo@fsau.or.ke, or look at www.unsomalia.net under the 

‘FSAU’ webpage. 

6 

COWPEA BELT 
The food security situation of populations in 
the cowpea belt are declining. Deyr rains 
are late except in a few localized areas. Wa-
ter availability is reduced and this is  caus-
ing an increase of up to 50% in the price of 
water. Poor households are unable to truck 
their animals to water points. Farmers have 
prepared the land and dry sowed but there 
is no sign of germination due to lack of rain. 

BAKOOL 
Erratic and irregular rains were received in 
all districts with below normal coverage. As 
a result crop emergence is extremely poor. 
Pasture regeneration is also poor and quite 
a few grazing areas are already exhausted. 
This has resulted in unusual and internal       
livestock movements within the districts of 
the region. Water scarcity is also likely to 
become a problem if the Deyr rains fail and 
will have economic implications for house-
holds. While income from agricultural     
employment has reduced due to poor 
rains, self employment activities have    
increased. Milk yields are decreasing due 
to  depleted pasture. 


