
            A street in Padang where a lot of buildings heavily damaged.  
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Indonesia: Earthquake 

 
Summary: On 30 September 2009, a 7.6 magnitude 
earthquake struck off the coast of West Sumatra 
Province in Indonesia. Approximately more than 
1000 people were killed, and thousands are feared 
trapped under collapsed infrastructure. Thousands 
more are reported to be displaced, as a result of 
heavy rains and landslides. Indonesian Red Cross 
has dispatched mobile kitchens, tents, tarpaulins and 
local clothing to the disaster affected area. 
 
 
 
  
 

 
The situation 
 
On 30 September 2009, at 17:16 pm local time, a 7.6 magnitude earthquake struck off the coast of West 
Sumatra in Indonesia. In the coastal city of Padang, the capital of West Sumatra Province and home to 
approximately 900.000 people is amongst the hardest hit areas, as there is significant damage to 
infrastructure, including telecommunications, power lines, roads, bridges and water supply systems. The 
earthquake was along the same fault-line that spawned the Indian Ocean tsunami in 2004, and was also felt 
in North Sumatra, Riau, Aceh, Malaysia and Singapore. 
 
As of 01 October, approximately more than 1.000 people killed and thousands are feared trapped under 
collapsed buildings. Initial assessments indicate more than 24,800 homes, offices, schools and mosques 
were damaged, about 10,000 seriously. Tens of thousands of people have been forced to leave their homes 
in the coastal provincial capital of Padang and surrounding highlands. One third of those affected are 
estimated to be children. Logistics difficulties occurred because of the damaged roads and the people trying 
to flee from earthquake struck area. Communication with the disaster affected area is still hard and 
constrains the coordination. 
  
The Government of Indonesia has declared that an emergency response should be prepared for a period of 
up to two months and allocated 100 billion rupiah (about 10.3 million dollars) initially.  
 
Coordination and partnerships  
 
Indonesian Red Cross HQ and neighbouring chapters of West Sumatra cooperate with Satkorlak 
(Coordination and Implementation Unit for Disaster). 
 
Search and rescue efforts are continuing along with UN and other international members who started to 
arrive to the area on 01 October. 
 
TRC appointed an ad-hoc representative to the Coordinatiın Center operated by PMI 
 



Red Cross and Red Crescent action 
 
The Indonesian Red Cross (PMI) has deployed 200 staff and volunteers to the area to help in search and 
rescue efforts. Close to 100 of these who trained disaster response are from PMI chapters in west Sumatra 
and Bengkulu and conducting assessments of emergency needs. Over 40 volunteer doctors and specialist 
water and sanitation teams have also been sent from in the provinces of Bengkulu and Riau. A team of 30 
volunteers from Bengkulu deployed to the disaster affected area with trucks carrying 2 field kitchens, 30 
bags, tents, and other relief supplies. PMI has also dispatched 400 tents along with 2000 tarpaulins, 5000 
blankets, and 5000 sarongs from its warehouse in Jakarta.  
 
Turkish Red Crescent (TRC) has deployed its 2 local staff from Sultan II Selim Aceh Community Center 
(ACC) which was established in Banda Aceh as per to the rehabilitation program in the aftermath of the 
tsunami took place in December 2004 to Medan and Riau in order to evaluate the procurement of relief 
materials as well as logistics possibilities. On the other hand, initially 2 TRC disaster specialists have been 
deployed to Padang to make the need assessment in the field in coordination with PMI staff. A team with 7 
members is on standby in Turkey due to the assessment of the TRC team in the field.  
 
The needs 
 
Latest information for impact of earthquake in Padang mentioned that 1,100 people died, 500 people injured, 
almost all building in West Sumatera Governor complex is collapsed included West Sumatera crisis center. 
According to latest information from Padang, urgent needs are tents, tarpaulins, hygiene kits, blankets, 
medical equipments, baby food, food parcels and safe drinking water.    
 
 
TRC’s Response 
 
At the coordination meeting held with the participation of PNSs and other NGOs on 3 October of 2009, 
Indonesian Red Cross clarified that the affected 5.000 families have been in need of basic relief items 
according to initial information received from the field. Turkish Red Crescent has considered meeting the 
needs of 1.000 families (5000 people) with hygiene kits and food parcels for one month. If the need of 5000 
families is not able to be covered enough in the following phases of the operation, TRC will scale up the on-
going relief operation in terms of need coverage. TRC has planned to include her psycho-social delegates in 
any psycho-social response initiative to be launched by PMI. 
 

           Contact Info:  
 
 Hakkı ERSOY, TRC Disaster Operation Centre 
 
   Email: krizmasasi@kizilay.org.tr 
 
 Tel:+903122454500 
 
 Fax: +903122454541 
 
  

 


