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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Favourable prospects for 2012 maize crop 

 Significant increase in cereal imports in 2011/12 
(October/September)  

 White maize prices remain high 

The 2012 maize output to recover from the 
reduced level of 2011  

Sowing of the 2012 spring-summer main season maize crop, 
which represents about 70 percent of the aggregate annual 
production, is currently underway. The area planted is 
anticipated to increase from last year’s same season level and 
assuming normal weather conditions in the coming months, 
this season’s output is officially forecast at 16 million tonnes, 8 
percent above the reduced 2011 crop. Harvesting of the 2012 
autumn-winter crop is ongoing and the output is forecast at 
5.8 million tonnes, about 30 percent above the poor crop of 
the same season in 2011. This mainly reflects higher than 
anticipated plantings, particularly in the producing areas of the 
south. The aggregate production in 2012 (autumn-winter and 
spring-summer seasons) is forecast at 21.8 million tonnes, 14 
percent above the  2011 crop affected by adverse weather, 
and close to the average of the past five years. In general, 
production this year is supported by several measures 
adopted by the Government including interventions to improve 
water availability, subsidies to inputs and credit facilities. In 
January, the Government signed a decree, with a budget of 
MXN 34 billion (USD 2.4 billion) to promote investment in the 
agriculture sector and mitigate the effects of the severe 
drought in 2011.  
 
Harvesting of the 2012 irrigated autumn-winter wheat crop, 
which accounts for 90 percent of the annual production, is 
underway. The output is forecast at 3.6 million tonnes, 
marginally below its level in 2011 and 6 percent down from the 
average of the past five years. This is mainly the result of 
reduced levels of water reservoirs in the key producing areas 
of Sonora and Guanajuato. 

Cereal imports on the increase  
Given the lower cereal production forecast for 2011, import 
requirements for the 2011/2012 marketing season 
(October/September) are estimated at 16.3 million tonnes, up 
by 12 percent on the 2011 levels.  

White maize prices remain high 
White maize prices remained firm and at high levels in the first 
months of 2012 and in April they were some 15 percent above 
their levels a year earlier. Prices of maize tortilla, a traditional 
component of the local diet, remained virtually unchanged in 
the past two months, but in April were 10 percent above their 
levels of a year earlier. Prices of staple black beans have 
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declined in the past three months as a result of the ongoing 
harvest. Overall, however, in the capital Mexico City, prices in 
April remained well above their levels at the same time a year 
earlier. 

 
 

 
 

 

 


