
Global Weather Hazards Summary

FEWS NET is a USAID-funded activity.  The content of this report does not necessarily reflect the view of the United States Agency for 
International Development or the United States Government. The FEWS NET weather hazards process and products include participation by 
FEWS NET field and home offices, NOAA-CPC, USGS, USDA, NASA, and a number of other national and regional organizations in the countries 
concerned. Questions or comments about this product may be directed to Wassila.Thiaw@noaa.gov, fewsnetinfo@fews.net, or 1-301-683-3424.

 

      

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

March 18 - 24, 2022 

Parts of Southern Africa and Ethiopia remain abnormally dry due to prolonged below-average rainfall 

Africa Weather Hazards 

Flooding 
Abnormal Dryness 
Drought 
Severe Drought 
Tropical Cyclone 
Potential Locust Outbreak 
Heavy Snow 
Abnormal Cold 
Abnormal Heat 
Seasonally Dry 

1. Parts of southwest 
Madagascar remain dry. 
Continued poor rainfall has 
caused severe drought. 
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2. Below-average rainfall since January has caused abnormal 
dryness and drought in parts of southern Mozambique. 
Insufficient rainfall since February has also caused abnormal 
dryness to spread across Zimbabwe and parts of Zambia, 
Botswana, and Namibia. 

3. Below-average rainfall since December 2021 has resulted in 
severe drought over southwestern Angola and northwestern 
Namibia. 
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4.  Below-average rainfall over the past four weeks has caused dryness 
in southwestern Ethiopia. 
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5.  Tropical Cyclone Gombe made landfall over northern Mozambique 
over the past week, triggering heavy rainfall and flooding. 

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA 
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March 18 - 24, 2022 

Africa Overview 

Below-average rainfall continues over the Horn of Africa 
During the past week, the Greater Horn of Africa continued 
to receive below-average rainfall. However, light to moderate 
rainfall was registered over parts of western Ethiopia and along 
the southwestern border with South Sudan (Figure 1). Continued 
below-average rainfall has caused dryness over the Horn of Africa. 
An analysis of the total rainfall indicates below-average rainfall 
over southwest and central Ethiopia since February, resulting in 
abnormal dryness. 

Next week, light to locally moderate rainfall is forecast in central 
Ethiopia, while below-average rainfall is expected elsewhere. 
Despite the forecast, dry conditions are likely to strengthen in 
many local areas. 

Drought is present in parts of Southern Africa 
Despite recent Tropical Cyclones that have triggered heavy rainfall 
in eastern parts of eastern Madagascar, northern Mozambique, 
and Malawi, significant dryness persists in the west, central, and 
east parts of the region. Cumulative rainfall since January has 
remained below-average, causing dryness in southwestern Angola, 
northwestern Namibia, southern Mozambique, and southwestern 
Madagascar (Figure 2). Additionally, since February, consistent 
below-average rainfall has caused abnormal dryness across 
Zimbabwe and parts of Zambia, Botswana, and Namibia. 

Next week, heavy rainfall is expected over the northern and 
eastern parts of southern Africa. Heavy rainfall is expected over 
Zambia, Malawi, central coastal areas in Mozambique, and 
central and northern Madagascar. Meanwhile, moderate rainfall 
is expected over central South Africa and Lesotho. Light rainfall is 
likely to continue over southern Mozambique, central Zimbabwe, 
and southern Madagascar. 

Figure 1: Percent of normal rainfall (RFE2) 
Period: 09 March, 2022 - 15 March, 2022 

Figure 2: Percent of normal rainfall (RFE2) 
Period:  01 January, 2022 - 15 March, 2022 

Source: NOAA/CPC 

Source: NOAA/CPC 
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March 18 - 24, 2022 

Central Asia Overview 
Temperatures 
During the past week, average minimum temperatures were 
2°C to 8°C above normal in southern and eastern Kazakhstan, 
Uzbekistan, eastern Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan, eastern 
Tajikistan, and western and southern Afghanistan. Meanwhile, 
mean temperatures were below normal in northern Kazakhstan. 
Weekly average minimum temperatures ranged between -20°C 
to 0°C in the northwest, north, and northeast of Kazakhstan. 
In comparison, minimum temperatures ranged between 
-10°C to 0°C in Kyrgyzstan, central and eastern Tajikistan, and 
northeast Afghanistan. Next week, below normal temperatures 
between -8°C to -1°C are expected in Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, 
Turkmenistan, western Kyrgyzstan, and western Afghanistan, 
while above normal mean temperatures are forecast across 
Tajikistan, central and eastern Afghanistan, and Pakistan. Weekly 
average minimum temperatures are forecast to range between 
-20°C to 0°C in the northwest, northern, and northeast of 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and northeast Afghanistan, 
with abnormally cold temperatures expected in northern 
Kazakhstan. 

Precipitation 
During the past week, moderate to heavy precipitation was 
observed across northwest,central and northern Afghanistan, 
northwest Pakistan, central and west Tajikistan, central and 
northeast Turkmenistan, central and eastern Uzbekistan, 
southern and western Kyrgyzstan, western, southern and 
eastern Kazakhstan. Greater amounts of precipitation were 
recorded across western Tajikistan and northeast Uzbekistan. 
According to USGS snowfall for irrigation analysis, snowpack 
and liquid water equivalent of snowfall are decreasing 
in eastern, central, northwest Tajikistan, northern and 
northeast Afghanistan, and Kyrgyzstan. Next week, heavy 
precipitation is expected in Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, east and 
central Uzbekistan, central Turkmenistan, southern and 
southeast Kazakhstan, northeast Afghanistan, and northern 
Pakistan. Specifically, heavy snowfall is forecast over central 
and northwest Tajikistan, south and west Kyrgyzstan, and 
northwest Pakistan.  

Yemen Overview 
Temperatures 
During the past week, maximum temperatures averaged 
between 2°C to 6°C above-normal over northern Yemen. 
Meanwhile, maximum temperatures remained below-normal 
between -6°C and -2°C in the south. Maximum temperatures 
varied between 20°C to 40°C across the country. Next week, 
mean surface temperatures are expected to be below-normal, 
with cold anomalies of up to -4°C over central and eastern 
Yemen and near-normal elsewhere. Mean temperatures are 
expected to vary between 18°C to 26°C across the country. 

Precipitation 
During the past week, below-average rainfall continued 
across Yemen. Over the past 30 days, the country has 
received seasonal rainfall accumulations. Next week, light 
rainfall is forecast over parts of western Yemen, while below-
average rainfall is expected elsewhere. 
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Source: FEWS NET/NOAA 

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA 
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Source: FEWS NET/NOAA 
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Next week, heavy rainfall is forecast over countries in the region facing the Atlan-
tic Ocean, with some seasonable rainfall along the coast facing the Pacific Ocean. 

Increased rainfall is expected in southern Haiti and the eastern Dominican Republic 

NO HAZARDS 

NO HAZARDS 

March 18 - 24, 2022 
Central America and the Caribbean Overview 
Dry conditions persist in Central America 
During the past week, rainfall was light over north-
ern and southern parts of Guatemala, Costa Rica, 
and southern Panama. Over the past 30 days, much 
of Central America has received normal seasonal 
rainfall. Above-average rainfall continued over the 
Gulf of Belize and northern Panama, while areas of 
southwestern Guatemala and western Nicaragua 
continued to receive below-average rainfall. Warm-
er than normal temperatures were recorded across 
Guatemala and El Salvador. Meanwhile, colder than 
normal temperatures were recorded across southern Nicaragua 
and northern Costa Rica. Recently, dry conditions have triggered forest 
fires across southern Guatemala and El Salvador. 

Seasonal rainfall is expected over the eastern coast of Nicaragua. 

next week 
During the past week, light to locally moderate rainfall continued over southern Haiti. According 
to satellite rainfall estimates, the southeastern departments of the Dominican Republic received 
moderate and well-distributed rainfall. Southern Haiti received similar amounts of rainfall. Over the 
past thirty days, northern and southeastern parts of Hispaniola continued to receive average to 
above-average seasonal rainfall. Next week, above-average rainfall is forecast in the eastern Dominican Republic and southwest 
Haiti, with the possibility of well-distributed rainfall elsewhere. 

Figure 3: GEFS one-week total rainfall forecast (mm) Figure 4: CMORPH average total rainfall (mm) 
Period: 17 March, 2022 - 23 March, 2022 Period: 16 March, 2022 - 22 March, 2022 

Source: NOAA/CPC Source: NOAA/CPC 

ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS 
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed.The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale.This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.


