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ACTIVITIES AND UPDATES 
 
Food security: In preparation of the agricultural season 2007-C, the FAO/Emergency Rehabilitation 
and Coordination Unit (ERCU) purchased 2,800 kgs of 11 different types of vegetable seeds to 
assist nearly 280,000 family beneficiaries. This quantity will be complemented by the distribution of 
quality seeds of beans, maize, soya bean, peanuts and potatoes to vulnerable families who have 
access to marshlands. This activity is under the seeds rehabilitation programme under which the 
distribution of livestock is underway in the targeted provinces of Ruyigi, Cankuzo, Gitega and 
Ngozi. By end of June 2007, 5,151 goats will have been distributed to around 1,700 beneficiaries 
including especially returnees and former displaced persons in the stage of reinstallation. This 
distribution is an additional support to vulnerable families whose crop harvests were very poor in 
agricultural seasons 2006-C and 2007-A.  
 
As part of ongoing efforts to attenuate the effects of food insecurity affecting several provinces, in 
collaboration with SOPRAD ActionAid Burundi distributed 187 MT of beans and maize and 12,000 
bags of vegetable seeds to 6,250 families in the commune of Bweru in Ruyigi province. 
 

Food aid distribution to the population in the commune of Bweru in Ruyigi, ActionAid Burundi/SOPRAD, April 2007 
 
Repatriation: During the reporting period, 80 Burundian refugees returned to Burundi, including 58 
from Tanzania, and 22 from the DRC, Benin and Cameroon. In 2007, UNHCR has registered a total 
of 2,912 returnees. There are still more than 300,000 Burundian refugees in Tanzania, and more 
than 17,000 in the DRC. Since the beginning of the facilitated repatriation operation in 2002, a total 
of 341,911 Burundians have returned to their home country.  
 
Shelter programmes for Returnees in Burundi: UNHCR and Norwegian Refugee Council have 
produced an overview of interventions in the shelter sector for returnees by the major actors. It 
shows that there are some gaps in certain provinces such as Bururi province where none of the 
major actors is planning construction activities for the returnees in 2007. 
 



SITUATION REPORT 
15 – 22 April 2007 - P 

 

 
 
For more information: E-mail: ocha-burundi@un.org, Tel: 205000 Ext. 5542 
 

Repatriation of Congolese refugees: Over the reporting week, 19 Congolese refugees voluntarily 
repatriated to Kinshasa and Lubumbashi. Since the beginning of the voluntary repatriation of 
Congolese refugees in October 2006, some 1,449 refugees have returned to the DRC from Gasorwe 
camp, in the province of Muyinga. As of March 31st, 7,849 Congolese were hosted in Gasorwe 
camp and 2,514 in Gihinga (Mwaro province). 
 
Update on Burundians expelled from Tanzania:  During the reporting week, the Government 
project for the reintegration of war-affected persons (PARESI) registered a total of 178 persons (106 
families) expelled from Tanzania: 142 at entry point of Kobero (Muyinga) and 36 at entry point of 
Mishiha (Cankuzo). Since January 2007, PARESI has recorded 1,937 expelled persons (1,071 
families. On April 18th, provincial authorities of Cankuzo and partners including UNICEF, 
Solidarités NGO and the Burundian Red Cross met to discuss issues related to coordination of 
management activities undertaken in the transit sites of Kinazi and Munzenze and exchange of 
information between partners both on provincial and national levels which will help address the 
issue of the increasing number of fraudulent cases. 
 
Protection for vulnerable children: The national NGO Famille pour Vaincre le SIDA/Amis des 
Enfants (FVS-AMADE) conducted a training session on child rights for 40 members of child 
protection committee in Bukirasazi commune in Gitega province. This training will improve 
beneficiaries’ capacities in their daily activities for better respect of child rights in the community. 
The training took place during the time the community representatives in Kanyosha commune 
(Bujumbura Mairie province) report an increasing number of children who were not registered at 
birth. Supported by FVS-AMADE, 13 children from Kanyosha commune have already been 
registered.  
 
With the objective to provide better assistance to traumatized school children, FVS/AMADE also 
organized a training session in trauma and psychological support for 40 teachers in the primary 
schools of the communes of Itaba, Bukirasazi, Buraza, Gishubi, Nyarusange and Gitega in Gitega 
province.  
 
Education, rehabilitation/construction of school infrastructures: Over the reporting week, 
UNICEF dispatched 4,440 iron sheets for the rehabilitation/construction of classrooms in the 
provinces of Cankuzo (72) and Makamba (39). This assistance falls under the UNICEF emergency 
project for Education undertaken in 9 provinces which aims at providing support to the government 
in the construction of supplementary classrooms and rehabilitation of damaged ones and thereby 
meet the increasing need further to the recent governmental decision (December 2005) of free 
education in primary school nationwide.  
 
Coordination: On 19 April OCHA attended the provincial focal point meeting in Muramvya 
province. NGO Solidarités announced closure of its food security programme.  
 
OCHA fielded a four-day mission in the provinces of Cankuzo, Ruyigi and Gitega (16-20 April) 
with the objective of updating the “Who does What Where” data base and monitor the 
humanitarian situation. 


