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Yemen: As global food insecurity crisis escalates, hope
shrinks for millions already suffering from extreme
hunger
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Yemen Red Crescent volunteers distribute food and shelter assistance to families in

conflict-affected areas in late 2021
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Beirut / Sanaa / Aden, 8 July 2022 – As we face an unprecedented global hunger

crisis, concerns for the 16.2 million people who have long been food insecure in Yemen

are at an all-time high. While the crisis in Yemen is one of the most dire, brought on by

protracted conflict, droughts, and floods intensified by the climate crisis, COVID-19, and

other diseases, it has failed to attract adequate support from donors for years. Now it risks

slipping further into oblivion.

IFRC Regional Director for the Middle East and North Africa, Dr. Hossam

Elsharkawi,made a field visit to Sanaa, Aden, Amran, and Lahj this week, where he

witnessed first-hand the immense unmet needs for nutritional supplements and

medicine, and the many cases of children suffering from severe acute malnutrition.

“I’m extremely heartbroken at the devastating level of hunger and severe malnutrition

of babies, children, and women in Yemen,” he said. “As I looked in the eyes of those

suffering mothers and children, I was at a loss for words This is plain wrong and

unnecessary suffering for innocent civilians.”
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There are already massive gaps in funding the humanitarian response for the 20.7 million

people in need of assistance in Yemen, including clean water and healthcare as well as

food and nutrition. Now, as the conflict in Ukraine pushes up the prices of food, fertilizer

and fuel, the situation is likely to worsen. Meanwhile, the rapidly increasing needs of

people around the world will also spread humanitarian resources even thinner.

IFRC Regional Director for MENA, Hossam Elsharkawi, visits a newly opened solar

water pumping station in Amran, Sanaa in July 2022 operated by Yemen Red Crescent

with the support of the IFRC
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Currently, the IFRC delegation in Yemen provides financial, material, and technical

support to the Yemen Red Crescent (YRCS) in Disaster Preparedness and Management,

Water Sanitation and Hygiene, Health, and National Society Development.

Dr. Elsharkawi met with YRCS leadership and volunteers as well as Yemeni officials

around Sanaa, Aden, and Lahj to discuss the humanitarian response gaps as well as the

programmes supported by the IFRC.

He saluted the extraordinary efforts of the thousands of dedicated staff and volunteers of

the Yemen Red Crescent:

“These men and women are working tirelessly on the front lines to support the people in

need and to preserve their dignity despite the complex situation. But our moral

responsibility demands more urgent action to save lives now. The international

community and donors must immediately scale up support to address the widespread

hunger and malnutrition.”
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Key figures on Yemen for editors: (Based on the 2022 HNO analysis)

23.4 million people are estimated to need humanitarian assistance in 2022, 12.9

million of whom were estimated to be in acute need. 

19 million people are food insecure.

17.8 million people lack access to safe water and adequate sanitation services

An estimated 21.9 million people lack access to basic healthcare. 

An estimated 4.3 million people have fled their homes since the start of the conflict,

including approximately 3.3 million people who remain displaced, and 1 million

returnees.

To schedule an interview or for further information:

In Beirut, IFRC-MENA: Mey Al Sayegh, +961 03229352, Mey.ELSAYEGH@ifrc.org

In Yemen -YRCS: Nesreen Ahmed, +967 775322644, gabry-na@yemenredcrescent.org
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