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Gaza: 50 days of conflict - On 26 August an open-ended ceasefire came into effect bringing an end to

the latest fighting in and around Gaza ("Operation Protective Edge"). During the previous 50 days of

armed conflict 2,104 Palestinians were killed, including 253 women (12 per cent) and 495 children (24

per cent). During the same period, 69 Israelis were killed including four civilians (6 per cent). According

to the UN, at least 69 per cent of Palestinians killed were civilians. It is relevant to note that during

Israel’s last major ground operation into Gaza in 2008 (“Operation Cast Lead”), the proportion of

Palestinian civilians killed was 55 per cent. It is estimated that 10,224 Palestinians, including 3,106 children (30 per cent) and 1,970

women (19 per cent) were injured. Read more

Testimony: On 24 August 2014, a mother describes how her 16-year-old son is killed by shrapnel from

an Israeli bomb as he was standing on the balcony getting some fresh air. “It was 10:45 a.m. and I was

home with my children. I wouldn’t allow them to go outside because it was too dangerous with all the

Israeli bombing. My 16-year-old son, Mohammad, told me he was going to the balcony to get some fresh

air. Moments later I heard a big explosion. I jumped up to see if Mohammad was alright. My other son

went out to the balcony to check on Mohammad and started to scream. I ran to the balcony and found

Mohammad covered in a pool of blood. He wasn’t breathing.” Read more

 

Testimony: On 9 August 2014, a London trained Palestinian theatre nurse describes the scene in Al Shifa

Hospital, Gaza - “Today is day six in Gaza, the day it all starts getting to you. Yesterday we went out to

look around and started to see the devastation. Homes destroyed, pharmacies, doctors’ surgeries…all

blatant violations of the Geneva Conventions. I was still detached, I went around with my colleague Dr.

Haytham, accompanied by old friends from Gaza. Dr. Yehia drove us around; we started in the Ash

Shuja’iyeh neighborhood and Hay al Tuffah. The destruction, the putrid smells – I could see his pain as he

showed us where was born and where his children were born.” Read more

 

 

Deportation order for member of the Legislative Council: At 1:30 a.m., on 20 August, Khalida Jarrar

was served by the army with an order signed by the Israeli military commander in the West Bank

authorizing her deportation from Ramallah to Jericho. The order states that the Palestinian Legislative

Council (PLC) member and prominent human rights activist is a threat to Israel’s security in the West

Bank based on secret evidence. Jarrar was elected to the PLC in 2006 and has continued to serve as an

elected representative ever since. She is also the Palestinian representative on the Council of Europe

and is head of the Prisoners Committee of the PLC. Jarrar has been largely prevented from leaving the

West Bank by the Israeli military since 1998 and will now be restricted to the town of Jericho. No particulars have been provided

identifying the alleged security threat posed by Ms. Jarrar. Read more
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International Journal of Applied Psychoanalytic Studies: “Crows on the Cradles: Palestinian

Mothers at a Frontline Vortex - Reflections on the Psychology of Occupation” by Judy Roth and

Salwa Duaibis – “Palestinian mothers living in the friction points in East Jerusalem and the West Bank

provide critical windows into the traumas that challenge families ensnarled in the vortex of ongoing

political violence and living under occupation. Our paper, using interviews of Palestinian mothers, is a

view of the abnormal – the violence that infects childhood and parenting, the fight of some mothers for

a “real normal”, and the induction into the “new normal”, in which the night-time incursions, the mapping of communities, the

detention of their adolescent sons, the solitary confinements of some, are “accepted” as a rite of passage.” Read more

 

 

ICC prosecutor explains why it is up to the Palestinian Authority to confer jurisdiction on the

Court: Under the laws of the Hague court, the prosecutor can only investigate alleged war crimes in

Palestine if it grants the Court jurisdiction in its territory. It has not done so. “Has the international

criminal court avoided opening an investigation into alleged war crimes in Gaza due to political

pressure, as suggested in an article published in the Guardian earlier this week? The answer is an

unequivocal “no”. As prosecutor of the ICC, I reject any suggestion of this in the strongest terms.

When an objective observer navigates clear of the hype surrounding this issue, the simple truth is that my office has never been in a

position to open such an investigation due to lack of jurisdiction. We have always, clearly and publicly, stated the reasons why this is

so. Read more
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