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Executive Summary 
 

 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) is generally a challenge in Ethiopia with coverage levels 

amongst the lowest in the world. The 301 Alternative Basic Education Centers (ABECs) in which Pact 

implements Alternative Basic Education (ABE) program to reach the unreached with education 

through its project “Transforming Education for Adults and Children in the Hinterlands” (TEACH) 

are situated in the most disadvantaged,  remote and peripheral woredas/districts, where the WASH 

situation is even more challenged. ABECs are faced with two pronged WASH related challenges. 

First, they bring together many children and adults in a circumscribed space, most often without 

WASH facilities, putting them in heightened health risk, and secondly, the lack of WASH facilities in 

the ABECs affects educational enrolment and retention.  

 

A baseline survey was conducted in November 2013 with an overall objective of assessing the 

accessibility level of safe water and sanitation facilities by the target population, identifying the most 

appropriate water schemes to ABECs and assessing the Knowledge, Attitude and Practice (KAP) of 

the target population on hygiene and sanitation and identify appropriate forums/channels for 

Behavior Change Communication (BCC). 
 
 

The baseline survey employed cross-sectional study design and quantitative and qualitative data 

collection methods.  Extensive desk review and consultations were carried out to define key 

indicators in designing data collection tools.  The baseline survey was conducted in eight purposively 

selected woredas of five regional states. Quantitative data was collected from a total of 768 randomly 

selected respondents and qualitative data from 24 key informants and 23 focus group discussions 

comprising of 150 discussants. Spot check/observation was also employed to assess the availability 

and utilization of safe water and sanitation facilities. 

 
 

Findings of the baseline survey revealed that only 33.6% of the community gets water from protected 

sources such a hand dug well, protected springs and drilled shallow wells while only 4.4% of the 

ABECs access protected water in their compound. About 18.4 and 46.1% of the respondents reported 

that they travel 30 minutes-1 hour and more than an hour respectively to fetch water. 70.5% of the 

learners reported that getting water while they are in the ABEC including getting water in the ABEC 

neighbourhoods is too difficult. As far as sanitation facility is concerned, only 19.2% of the ABECs 

have single block latrines divided in to boys and girls by compartments. None of the surveyed ABECs 

were found to have hand washing facility and segregated latrines for male and female learners. In 

ABECs where there is no latrine, the vast majority of learners accounting for 88% defecate in the 

nearby forest/bush.  

 

The composite index developed to gauge the WASH knowledge of learners revealed an average score 

of 23.7 (22.8 for children and 26.6 for adults) out of 50 points. While knowledge of learners on latrine 

utilization, solid waste management and diarrhea  stood below 50% of the score (3,  4.5 and 4.9), the 

knowledge on hand washing and food hygiene was found to be 6.3 and 5 out of 10 points respectively.  
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The practice of hand washing was found to be amongst the lowest. The majority of ABEC learners 

most often do it before and after eating food (88% and 73% respectively) than at other critical times. 

The practice of hand washing stood at 30% and  32% (before cooking food and feeding other family 

members) and 30% and 11% (after using latrine and cleaning child’s bottom) respectively. While 

16.4% of the respondents reported incidence of scabies among family members, one-fifth reported 

incidence of waterborne diseases with 81% of them reporting learners’ absenteeism from 2-10 days. 

The proportion of respondents using waste for compost, burning and disposing waste in the 

designated waste pit stood at 10.7%, 12% and 21% respectively. 

 

About 95.6% of the ABECs do not have access to protected /safe water. Furthermore, distance to 

water points for the majority of the community living around the ABECs is more than an hour walk, 

thus increasing absenteeism of children and women learners as they are most often responsible to 

fetch water.  In some regions, extended dry seasons affect the whole community forcing them move 

away from their village, as a result of which ABECs are also abandoned. The source of water in the 

ABECs and their environs is not safe and adequate that its impact on enrolment and retention is 

visible. About 80% of the ABECs do not have latrines and hand wash facilities that learners are at 

high health risk. Though there is an encouraging level of WASH knowledge among learners and 

community members, the practice was found to be too low.   

 

As the ABECs are located in the remotest and peripheral areas, where the Health Extension Program 

(HEP) is not too strong to provide the required services, the need for an integrated WASH 

programming is critical not only for improving the enrolment and retention of ABEC learners, but  

to enable the ABEC and the surrounding communities adopt healthier sanitation and hygienic 

behaviour. To this end, the project among other things need to intensively engage in three core areas: 

establishment of appropriate water schemes, construction of segregated latrines that provide safe 

space for both male and female learners and intensive awareness creation interventions.  
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1.   Introduction 
 

1.1   BACKGROUND 
 

Pact operates in Ethiopia with a vision to see a peaceful and prosperous nation whose citizens’ social, 

economic and environmental wellbeing is sustainably ensured. It works for the attainment of 

sustainable and equitable development through enhancing the capacity of development actors and 

communities, and by promoting partnership and inter-sectoral linkages. It has developed four key 

strategies for program implementation. These include (1) capacity development, (2) linkages, (3) 

partnership and (4) inclusion of vulnerable and marginalized groups. It has been working in Ethiopia 

since 1995 to improve the capacity of local organizations and communities in the areas of food 

security, education, health and HIV/AIDS, Orphans and Vulnerable Children (OVC), women's 

empowerment, livelihoods, democracy and governance, and peace-building.   
 

To support the endeavour of the Government of Ethiopia, Pact has implemented TEACH 

(Transforming Education for Adults and Children in the Hinterlands) project from September 2005 

to June 2009 by bringing 27 Ethiopian NGOs together to provide innovative, effective alternative 

and non-formal methods of education to underserved and marginalized populations across Ethiopia. 

Currently, it is implementing the second phase of the project, TEACH-II, with an overall goal of 

strengthening the provision of equitable basic education services, in terms of access, equity and 

quality in 43 pastoral and agro-pastoral woredas of eight regional states of the country. The project 

aims to achieve the expansion of access to Alternative Basic Education (ABE) with Gross Enrolment 

Rate (GER) of at least 100% and Functional Adult Literacy (FAL) increased to 50 % in the catchment 

area. To this end, the project will also strengthen the capacity of Woreda Education Offices (WEOs) 

to manage Non-Formal Education (NFE). 
  

In order to ensure quality and effectiveness of deliverables, Pact is implementing the project  through 

nine local partners: Amhara Development Association (ADA) in Amhara region, Oromia 

Development Association (ODA) in Oromia, Action for Development (AFD) in Oromia (Borena zone) 

and SNNPR (South Omo zone), Relief Society of Tigray (REST) in Tigray, Adult and Non-formal 

Education Association in Ethiopia (ANFEAE) in Gambella and Benshangul Gumuz Regional States, 

Bench Maji Development Association (BMDA) in SNNPR (Bench Maji zone), KELEM in Afar Region 

and Pastoralist Concern (PC) and PROPRIDE in Somali National Regional State. 
 

So as to augment the achievement of the aforementioned goal, the project has recently integrated a 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH)program as a component through funds secured from the 

United States Agency for International Development (USAID). It is assumed that the WASH 

implementation will greatly contribute to improved health of children and adults receiving non-

formal education at ABECs, in particular through reduced child and maternal morbidity and 

mortality resulting from poor water, sanitation and hygiene services.  The WASH component of the 

project will be implemented over a period of two years, to meet the following objectives: 
 

 Improve access to safe water in Alternative Basic Education Centers (ABECs)  

 Improve access to sanitation facilities in ABECs 

 Enable children and adults accessing ABECs to adopt healthier hygiene and sanitation 

behaviour 
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1.2   OBJECTIVES OF THE BASELINE SURVEY 
 

The overall objective of the baseline survey is to establish benchmark figures against which 

accomplishments of the WASH component of the project can be measured and also identify 

appropriate water schemes to be implemented. Specific objectives of the evaluation include: 
 

COMPONENT-I: WATER AND SANITATION INFRASTRUCTURE 
 

 To examine the accessibility level of the target population to safe drinking water 
 

 To assess  the accessibility level of the target population to sanitation facilities 
 

 To identify the most appropriate water scheme for 301 ABECs and determine cost 

estimates 
 

 To identify the opportunities and challenges in implementing WASH interventions in the 

target ABECs and come out with recommendations 
 

COMPONENT-II: BCC 
 

 To assess knowledge, perception, attitude and practice  of the ABEC users and 

surrounding communities in relation to hygiene and sanitation 
 

 To identify the opportunities and challenges in implementing the behaviour change 

communication activities in the target ABECs and the surrounding communities 
 

 To identify existing/potentially appropriate forums/cultural settings for message 

transmission 

1.3   THE BASELINE SURVEY PROCESS 
 

The baseline survey was conducted in November 2012. Pact Ethiopia commissioned the baseline 

survey to Assefa Eyassu Consult. Given the vast organizational experience and skilled staff, Pact has 

extensively involved in undertaking the lion’s share of the assignment. Accordingly, it designed tools: 

survey questionnaire to learners and the surrounding communities as well as Focus Group 

Discussion (FGD) and Key Informant Interview (KII) guides. It worked out details of the 

methodology (section-2) and translation of the aforementioned tools into English.  It has also 

deployed its staff in the field to collect data for the quantitative part of the survey. Furthermore, Pact 

Ethiopia and Head Quarter have invested a very significant level of effort in data analysis and writing 

the final report. The role of the consulting firm was limited to collection of qualitative data, data 

entry and identification of appropriate water schemes to ABECs. 
 

1.4   ORGANIZATION OF THE REPORT 
 

The first section of the main report (Volume-I) outlines the introduction with major emphasis on 

background of the project and objectives of the baseline survey. While the methodology pursued 

during the survey is described in section two, discussions on major findings are summarized under 

section three. Section four outlines the conclusion and recommendations/the way forward. Details 

of the water scheme information and other related data compiled during the evaluation is attached 

as annexes in Volume-II: working document of report.  
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2.   Methodology 
 
 

2.1  SURVEY DESIGN 

 
The study employed cross-sectional study design. With the purpose of reaping the benefits of 

exploring range of information and generating data that can be complemented and/or triangulated  

both quantitative and qualitative data collection methods were employed. 

 
2.2  DESK REVIEWS 
 

With the prime objective of shedding more light on the baseline survey in general and identifying 

and defining key indicators/parameters, desk review was amongst the methods employed in the 

survey. It involved critical and contextual review of donor and country policies and strategies, and 

analysis of relevant secondary data on the projects. List of documents reviewed is attached in the 

Annex. 

 

2.3   QUANTITATIVE METHODS 

 

2.3.1  Tools 

 

Two distinct structured, close ended and pre-coded questionnaires were developed for the 

quantitative part of the survey, i.e. one for ABEC learners and FAL and WLP program attendants 

and another for community representatives. The tools were extensively reviewed and pretested in 

Bereh woreda of Oromia region for clarity, consistency and completeness and pertinent adjustments 

were made accordingly.  The questionnaire, which was originally developed in Amharic, the official 

language in Ethiopia, was then translated into English.  

 

2.3.2  Sampling Techniques 

 
Multi stage sampling technique, which employs use of combined techniques of probabilistic and 

non-probabilistic sampling, were used to select samples. Accordingly, the first stage sampling units 

of the evaluation were the Regional States, from which five of the eight regions, namely, Amhara, 

Oromia, Somali, SNNPR and Gambella were selected purposively.  Size of beneficiaries, religion, and 

livelihood/settlement pattern (pastoralist, semi-pastoralist and sedentary agriculture) were amongst 

the factors considered in selecting the regions. The second stage sampling for the evaluation includes 

Woredas, where TEACH-II has been implemented. A total of 8 of the 43 woredas were selected 

purposively. The woredas selected include: Takusa and Artuma Fursi (Amhara Region), Daro Lebu 

and Dolo Mena (Oromia Region), Dassenech and Malee (SNNPR), Harshin (Somali Region) and 

Gambella Zuria (Gambella Region). The third stage sampling includes selection of ABECs, from 

which a total of 8 ABECs were selected purposively. Respondents in ABECs were selected randomly. 
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2.3.3 Sampling Frame and Sample size 
 

The sampling frame for the study includes all project beneficiaries (ABE, FAL and WLP learners) in 

TEACH-II catchment areas. As the surrounding community is also benefiting from the project 

interventions, the sampling frame is extended to include them as well.  

The following formula was used to determine the sample size for the baseline survey. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Where: 

              n = The required sample size 
 

p = The expected proportion/value of key parameter (If there is no previous study on 
key variables, the value of p is taken as 0.5) 

 

              deff=  Anticipated design effect, the default value for a complex design is 2. 
 

A =   Depends on desired significance level (in this case 1.96).  The value of A for a 
significance level of 5 and 1% is 1.96 and 2.58 respectively 

 

  d= Margin of error (here = 0.05)  
 

A design effect of 2 was used as a multiplier to increase the sample size so as to account for the effect 

of multi-stage and purposive sampling method employed for the survey. Accordingly, a sample size 

of 768 learners {children (ABE) and adults (FAL + WLP} and household heads (Community 

representatives) was found to be sufficient to attain a 95% confidence with an absolute error of 5% 

(Annex Table 2.9 and 2.10). 

 

2.3.4 Sample Distribution 
 

As the largest group of beneficiaries comprise of ABE learners followed by FAL/WLP attendants, the 

program and MERL teams agreed to consider 50 and 30% of the sample from these groups 

respectively. With the aim of tracking the WASH Knowledge, Attitude and Practice (KAP) of the 

communities surrounding the ABECs, 20% of the sample constituted representatives of the 

communities. The sample size of ABE, FAL and WLP learners and community representatives was 

determined proportional to the number of project beneficiaries amongst woredas. Once the sample 

size of each woreda was determined, the distribution of sample (ABE, FAL and WLP learners and 

representatives of communities) in the selected two ABECs of a Woreda was made using equal 

allocation technique (Annex-6). 

 

It has been originally planned that the sex composition of respondents will be 50% for females and 

the rest 50% for males. The actual survey execution, however, indicated that 47.4% of the community 

respondents and 39.6% of ABEC learners respondents were female; the overall percentage of female 

respondents was found to be 41.2 %. An equal allocation technique was employed in order to 

distribute samples to ABECs and across the respective respondents (ABE, FAL and WLP learners 

and community representatives/households). The overall distribution of samples across the 

different units is given in Annex-7. 

 










2)(

)1(2

d
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2.3.5  Selection of Respondents 

 

A popular method of selection especially when units are many, and are serially numbered from the 

first to the last is systematic sampling. It is a probability sample selection method, in which the 

sample is obtained by selecting every kth element of the population where k is an integer greater than 

1. The first number of the sample must be selected randomly. Attendance sheet of learners was used 

and ABE, FAL and WLP learners were selected using systematic random sampling technique.  

Systematic random sampling technique was not applied in some pastoral areas where the required 

number of learners was not there on the day.  Community representatives, on the other hand, were 

chosen using  random- route sampling technique. 

 

2.4.  QUALITATIVE METHODS 
 

Qualitative methods were employed in the baseline study, for the BCC part, to capture qualitative 

information on Knowledge, Attitude and Practise (KAP) and to complement/substantiate the 

quantitative data and analysis. The qualitative method employed for the survey includes Focus 

Group Discussions (FGDs) and key informant interviews (KIIs).    

 

2.4.1  Qualitative Tools 

 

A focus group discussion and key informant interview guides were developed in advance to facilitate 

the collection of qualitative data. The tools are semi-structured and have passed through an extensive 

review process among WASH and MERL staff. Detail of the FGD and KII guides are presented in 

Annex 7, Volume II of the report.  

 

2.4.2  Focus Group Discussions (FGDs)  

 

Focus group discussants include male ABE learners, female ABE learners, male FAL learners, and 

women/WLP learners.  A total of twenty three FGDs (6 male and 7 female ABE learners, and 5 male 

and 5 female FAL/WLP learners) were carried out in the five study regions. The minimum number 

of participants per FGD was five.  A total of 53 female and 30 male ABE learners as well as 28 

female/WLP and 39 Male FAL learners attended the FGDs. Each of the FGD was facilitated by an 

experienced moderator, who at the same time was responsible to take note of major discussion 

points. The focus group discussions lasted between 30 to 60 minutes. Detail of the FGD distributions 

across the different regions is shown in Annex-8. 

 

2.4.3  Key Informant Interviews (KIIs) 

 

With the aim of capturing an in-depth insight, key informant interviews were conducted with 

stakeholders in 23 ABECs. A total of 24 key informant interviews, comprising of 8 facilitators, 7 

health extension workers and 9 Centre Management Committee (CMC) members were conducted. 

Details of the KII distributions across the different regions are indicated in Annex-9. 
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2.4.4  Selection of Respondents 
 

Focus group discussants were selected randomly. As the purpose of key informant interview is 

capturing an in-depth insight about the subject, selection of key informants concentrated on those 

who have the knowledge and/or experience about what is going on in the learning centres and its 

environs.  

 

2.5.  SPOT CHECK OBSERVATIONS 
 

During the course of the fieldwork, the consulting team took note of its observations over 99 ABECs 

in 15 woredas. Major areas of focus for the observation include: existing water sources, management, 

operation and maintenance; water quality, quantity, and distance to users; availability, type, location 

and distribution of ABEC latrines including their utilization; availability and utilization of 

surrounding community latrines; availability of management committee for existing schemes etc. 

 

2.6  DATA COLLECTION AND ORGANIZATION METHOD 
 

The data collection for the baseline survey was carried out in November 2012. While Pact program 

staff and woreda supervisors of implementing partners collected the quantitative data, the 

consulting firm collected qualitative data using FGDs and KIIs. Woreda supervisors of Pact’s 

implementing partners who are implementing the TEAHC project  have been exposed to the 

questionnaires since September 2012 during trainings and how to administer the survey tools.  The 

process of quantitative data collection was closely supervised by Pact technical staff.  

 

As soon as the fieldwork was completed, data editors, coders and data entry clerks were recruited 

based on a set of criteria to ensure quality output. After the recruitment, they were given training by 

the statistician. The data was then properly edited, coded and entered into  computers using the 

CSPro data entry software package. The data was carefully cleaned using computer algorisms. 

Qualitative data has been transcribed and translated at the end of each discussion. Thematic 

identification and categorization was also done.  

 

2.7  DATA ANALYSIS AND REPORTING 
 

Quantitative data analysis is conducted using the most frequently used statistical software, SPSS.  

The quantitative data is cross-tabulated and presented in tables, graphs and figures disaggregated 

by type of learners and sex. The quantitative data is also triangulated with findings of the FGD, KII 

and field level observations. Draft reports were subject to critical review by Pact’s program and 

MERL Units.   

 

2.8  ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 

Before going into the details of the field assignment, the data collection teams deployed to the field 

introduced themselves, explained the purpose of the baseline survey and obtained the willingness of 

respondents/discussants. This was done directly where the respondents were speakers of Amharic 
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or English. Otherwise, translators, usually from woreda offices or local Pact partners were used to 

introduce and facilitate the data collection process. In every engagement/meeting with participants, 

respect was given to local cultures and norms, meeting places were selected as per participants 

consent, and every participant was kindly requested to provide his/her genuine opinions ideas. 

Finally, when respondents finished their points, the data collection teams extended their gratitude 

to respondents for their time and effort in providing data for the baseline survey. 

 

2.9 LIMITATIONS  
 

In some areas, particularly in pastoral areas, systematic random sampling technique was not strictly 

followed. This is due to the unavailability of adequate number of ABE learners on the day the data 

was collected. Thus, all ABE learners that were on board were surveyed with certainty.  
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3.   Findings 

 

3.1  FINDINGS: ABE LEARNERS  

 

3.1.1  Demographic characteristics 

 

A total of 617 learners (245 female and 372 male) were included in the baseline survey. While 

children constitute 63%, adults account for 37% of the respondents. Of the total children 

respondents, boys constitute 60% and girls 40%. 61% and 39% of adult respondents constitute male 

and female respectively. Demographic characteristics of these respondents is displayed in table-1 

and 2.   

 

Table 2: Learner Respondents by Gender and Education  
 

 Female Male Total 

Children (ABE) 155  (40%) 231  (60%) 386 

Adults (FAL and 

WLP) 
90  (39%) 141  (61%) 231 

Total 245 (40%) 372 (60%) 617 
 

Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012 

 

 

Table-2: Average Age of Respondents 
 

Average age 

(min, max) 

Female Male Total 

Children  10 
(6-

16) 
11 

(3-

18) 
11 

(3-

18) 

Adults (FAL and 

WLP) 
30 

(16-

50) 
35 

(16-

70) 
33 

(16-

70) 

All 

participants 
17 

(6-

50) 
20 

(3-

70) 
19 

(3-

70) 
 

Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012 

 

 

3.1.2 Knowledge on WASH 

 

Composite index was developed to capture WASH knowledge of respondents per focal area.  Each 

area had a maximum score of 10, and the composite score a maximum of 50.  For the overall score, 

adults have a statistically significant higher knowledge score (average 25.1) compared to children 

(average 22.8) (t-test p<0.005). Men scored higher (26.6) than women (22.9), and the difference 

was again found to be statistically significant (t-test p<0.007).  There is no difference in overall 

knowledge score between boys and girls. Detail of the composite index (out of 10 per focal area, out 

of 50 for overall score) is portrayed in the table below. 
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Table-3: Average Knowledge Score of Respondents on WASH 
 

 Children Adult 
Total 

 Female Male Total Female Male Total 

n 155 231 386 90 141 231 617 

Diarrhea  (3 questions) 4.5 4.7 4.6 5.1 5.5 5.3 4.9 

Hand Washing (1 question) 6.2 6.2 6.2 5.8 6.8 6.5 6.3 

Food Hygiene (2 questions) 5.1 4.6 4.8 4.9 5.5 5.2 5.0 

Latrine utilization (1 question) 2.8 2.7 2.7 2.7 4.0 3.5 3.0 

Solid waste disposal (1 question) 4.7 4.4 4.5 4.4 4.7 4.6 4.5 

Overall score 23.1 22.6 22.8 22.9 26.6 25.1 23.7 
 

 

Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012 

 

Average score on knowledge about causes of diarrhea was found to be 4.9. There was difference in 

knowledge score both by age and sex. The score was higher in adults (5.3) than children (4.6). Male 

respondents in adults and children were found to have better knowledge (5.5 and 4.7) on causes of 

diarrhea compared to female respondents (5.1 and 4.5) respectively.  

 

Average score on knowledge about hand washing was found to be 6.3. There was difference in 

knowledge by age. The score was a little higher in adults (6.5) than children (6.2). While there was 

no difference in knowledge between boys and girls, the difference was higher between male (6.8) and 

female adult respondents (5.8).  

 

Average score on knowledge about food hygiene was found to be 5.0. There was difference in 

knowledge score both by age and sex. The score was higher in adults (5.2) than children (4.8). Girls 

have better knowledge about food hygiene (5.1) than boys (4.6), while male adults have better 

knowledge (5.5) than their female counterparts (4.9).  

 

Average score on knowledge about latrine utilization was found to be 3.0. There was difference in 

knowledge by age. The score was higher in adults (3.5) than children (2.7). While there was no 

significance difference on knowledge between boys (2.7) and girls (2.8), the difference was higher 

between male (4.0) and female adults (2.7).  

 

Average score on knowledge about solid waste disposal was found to be 4.5. There was no significant 

difference in knowledge score between adults (4.6) and children (4.5). While there was better 

knowledge among girls and male adults (4.7 each), boys and female adults scored 4.4 each.  Details 

of the WASH knowledge of respondents is depicted in the figures below.  
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Figure-1: Graphical presentation of average knowledge score per focal area, disaggregated by gender and age-
group, ABEC participants 

 

 
 

Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012 

 

Figure-2: Graphical presentation of average knowledge score per focal area, disaggregated by sex 

 
 

Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012  
 
 
 
 

0.00

2.00

4.00

6.00

8.00

10.00
Waste disposal

Latrine Utilization

Food HygieneHand Washing

Diarrhea
Adult - Female

Adult - Male

Child - Female

Child - Male

0.00

2.00

4.00

6.00

8.00

10.00
Waste disposal

Latrine Utilization

Food HygieneHand Washing

Diarrhea

Female

Male



Transforming Education for Adults and Children in the Hinterland (TEACH-II) 

Baseline Survey Report for the WASH Component                                                Page 13 
 

 

Figure-3: Graphical presentation of average knowledge score per focal area, disaggregated by age-group 
 

 
 

Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012  

 

3.1.3   Practice on WASH  

 
Response of respondents on the practice of hand washing at critical times is portrayed below.  

 

The majority of respondents wash their hands before (88%) and after meals (73%).  There was little 

difference between adults (90%) and children (88%) in practicing hand washing before eating. While 

there was a significant difference between adult female (91%) and male (89%), there was no 

difference between boys and girls accounting for 88% each. There was no difference between adults 

and children in terms of hand wash practice after eating. While girls and male adults were found to 

have better hand washing practice after eating (76% and 74%) compared to boys and female adults 

(71% and 70%) respectively. 

 

The practice of hand washing before feeding others was found to be 32% on average. There was 

difference in the practice by age and sex. About 38% of adults and 29% of children respondents had 

the practice of hand washing before feeding others. While women and girls were found to have better 

hand washing practice before feeding others (45% and 32%) compared to their counter parts (33% 

and 27%) respectively.   

 

About 30% of respondents reported to have the practice of hand washing before preparing food. 

There was difference in the practice by age and sex. About 37% of adults and 25% of children 

respondents had the practice of hand washing before preparing food. While women and girls were 
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found to have better hand washing practice before preparing food (39% and 28%) compared to their 

counter parts (35% and 23%) respectively.   

 

The practice of hand washing after using latrines was found to be 30%. There was difference in the 

practice of hand washing after using toilet both by age and sex. About 37% of adults and 26% of 

children respondents had the practice of hand washing after using toilet. While women and girls were 

found to have better hand washing practice after using toilets (44% and 29%) compared to their 

counter parts (33% and 24%) respectively.  respondents wash their hands after toilet visits (30%).  

 

The practice of hand washing after cleaning child’s bottom was found to be critically low (11%). There 

exist difference in the practice both by age and sex. About 17% of adults and 8% of children 

respondents had the practice of hand washing after cleaning child’s bottom. While women and girls 

were found to have better hand washing practice after cleaning child’s bottom 

 (20% and 8%) compared to their counter parts (16% and 7%) respectively.  Details of the hand 

washing practice are depicted in the table and figure below. 
 

Table-4: Hand-washing practices disaggregated by age-group and sex 
 

 Children Adult 
Total 

 Female Male Total Female Male Total 

n 155 227 382 89 141 230 612 

Before eating 136 88% 199 88% 335 
88

% 
81 91% 125 89% 206 

90

% 
541 88% 

After eating 118  76% 162 71% 280 73% 62 70% 105 74% 167 
73

% 
447 73% 

Before feeding others 49  32% 61 27% 110 
29

% 
40 45% 47 33% 87 

38

% 
197 32% 

Before touching/preparing 

foods 
43  28% 53 23% 96 25% 35 39% 50 35% 85 

37

% 
181 30% 

After using latrine 45  29% 55 24% 100 
26

% 
39 44% 47 33% 86 

37

% 
186 30% 

After cleaning a child’s 

bottom 
13 8% 16 7% 29 8% 18 20% 22 16% 40 

17

% 
69 11% 

 

Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012  

 

Figure-4: The practice of hand-washing among learners 
 

 
 

Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012  
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Participants predominantly use water and soap (301/617, 49%) or water only (281/617, 46%) for 

hand-washing.  There was no difference across gender or age-group. Participants who do not usually 

wash their hands say the lack of water (68%) and forgetting to wash their hands (17%) are the main 

reasons.  Further details are provided in table-5. 
 

Table-5: Reasons of respondents that do not usually wash their hands 
 

 Children Adult 
Total 

 Female Male  Female Male  

n 56 105  37 67  265 

Forgetting to wash hands 11 20% 22 21%   4 11% 7 10%   44 17% 

No habit of hand-washing 8 14% 4 4%   7 19% 7 10%   26 10% 

There is no water 31 55% 73 70%   26 70% 49 73%   179 68% 

The water is unclean 6 11% 6 6%   0  4 6%   16 6% 

 

Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012  
 

While the practice of keeping personal hygiene was found to be relatively high in terms of washing 

hands, faces and bathing daily (76%, 71% and 67% respectively), was low on brushing teeth, wearing 

clean clothes, trimming hair and nails (51%, 43%, 39% and 26% respectively). There are no 

significant differences across gender or age-groups on these. Details are portrayed in the table below. 
 

Figure-5: Respondents’ practice of keeping personal hygiene 
 

 
 

Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012  
 

In response to the question on the materials used for hand washing, half of the respondents reported 

that they use water and soap for hand washing. While 46.7% of the respondents  use only water, 3.1% 

of the respondents use water and ash.  
 

Table-6: Hand washing materials used 
 

 Value  

What do you use when you wash your hands?  Total 
  Water only Water and soap Water and ash Water and plants 

Count 282 302 19 1 604 
%  46.7 50.0 3.1 0.2 100.0 

Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012  
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Results of the baseline survey revealed that 76% (458/600) of the respondents learn/get information 

on WASH from different sources.  About 88% of the respondents, which constitute 70% children and 

30% adults, reported that they learn about personal hygiene at the ABEC classes. When 

disaggregated by age, 95% of children and 76% of adults learn about personal hygiene in ABEC 

classes.  
 

Table-7: Hygiene education delivery points 
 

 Children (n=298) Adults (n=160) Total (n=458) 

 During ABEC classes 283 95% 122 (76%) 405 (88%) 

Through ABEC sanitation clubs 12 4% 5 (3%) 17 (4%) 

 From Health Care workers 3 1% 33 (21%) 36 (8%) 

Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012  
 

Both adults (82%) and children (79%) share lessons learnt with their family and surroundings.  Of 

those who don’t share the information (n=86), 66 (77%) indicate this is either because their family 

doesn’t allow them to or because it is uncommon in the community for learners to do so.   
 

Of the total girls and women that responded to the question on what they do when their menstruation 

starts whilst they’re at school, about half of them preferred to leave the class to go home, followed by 

30.5% that do nothing and 20.4% that leave their class to wash.  Only 14% of girls and 20% of women 

use some sort of pad during menstruation. 
 

Table-8: Hygienic practice of girls and women during menstruation in the class 
 Children Adults Total 

 Do Nothing 4 22.2% 14 81.8% 18 30.5% 

 
Leave the class to go 

home 
9 31% 20 69% 29 49.1% 

 Leave the class to wash 3 25% 9 75% 12 20.4% 

Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012  
 

3.1.4   Source of Water in ABECs  
 

Very few learners (4.4%) have access to drinking water at the ABECs. About 44% of the respondents 

reported that they get drinking water from neighbouring houses during school hours. While 30% of 

the respondents don’t drink water when thirsty, 12% bring water from home. Focus group discussant 

says “The ABEC in our kebele does not have water point. We allowed the ABEC learners to use our 

water point for driniking….so as to  encourage the smooth running of the ABECs.”  
 

Figure-6: Source of drinking water during school time in the ABECs 

 
Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012  
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Of the total respondents (562) that replied to the question on quality of water, 61% reported that the 

drinking water has quality problems.  Nearly two third and three fourth of respondents that bring 

water from home and that never drink water while they are in ABECs respectively reported poor 

quality of water. About 58%, 57% and 11% of respondents that consume water from the 

neighbourhood homes, neighbourhood sources and ABEC compound respectively reported poor 

quality of water.  
 

Figure-7: Response of learners on the quality of water in the ABECs/surrounding  
 

 
Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012  

 

Of the 342 respondents that reported poor quality of water, 30% and 57%  of them reported bad 

water test and dirt respectively. While 0.04% and 0.1% of the respondents reported odd colour and 

inappropriate odour respectively, 22% replied that they do not know the reason for poor quality of 

drinking water. 

 
Table-9: Response of learners on the dimensions of poor quality of drinking water 

 

Respondents Bad Test Has Dirt 
Has Odd 

Color 
Inappropriate 

Odor 
Don't Know 

Learners Sex Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % 

Children 
Male 31 30.1 81 41.3 4 28.6 8 34.8 33 43.4 

Female 29 28.2 42 21.4 4 28.6 5 21.7 17 22.4 

Adult 
Male 26 25.2 42 21.4 3 21.4 6 26.1 18 23.7 

Female 17 16.5 31 15.8 3 21.4 4 17.4 8 10.5 

Total 103 30.1 196 57.3 14 4.1 23 6.7 76 22.2 
  

Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012  
 

1Multiple answers were possible for this question 

 

3.1.5 Sanitation Facilities in ABECs  
 

As far as sanitation facilities (latrines) for ABECs are concerned, 19% of the ABECs (52 out of the 

271) visited have single block latrines divided into boys and girls compartments. However, none of 

the ABECs has separate blocks for girls and boys. The visited ABECs have no hand washing facilities 

near or in the latrines. Focus group discussant girls from Boji ABEC, Dolomena Woreda, Oromiya 
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region complained that ‘there is no separate blocks for female learners and the latrine doors have no 

locks inside, as a result we do not use it even though it has four seats in a block’.  

About two third of the respondents (262/383, 68%) were found to use latrines in ABECs. Males were 

using toilets more often (73%) than females (60%). About 63% and 75% of respondents in these 

ABECs feel that the available toilet is not convenient for child students and persons with disabilities 

respectively.  
 

Table-10: Response of learners on using latrine  
 

 Female (n=144) Male (n=160) Total (n=383) 

 Uses latrine 87 60% 175 73% 262 68% 

Does not use the latrine 57 40% 64 27% 121 32% 
  

Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012  
 

Participants (n=322) indicate that child students (81%) or adult students (11%) are responsible for 

cleaning the toilets.  
  

Participants who don’t use the available latrines (n=108), most frequently use bushes/field (75%). 

While 6.5% of the respondents use toilets in the ABEC neighbourhood, 18.5% prefers to wait until 

the end of classes.   
 

Figure-8: Alternatives used by learners that don’t use latrines in ABECs 
 

   

Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012 
  
Poor standard of the latrines and fear of collapse (45.9%) tops the list of factors for not using latrines 

followed by afraid of using toilets and dirt/bad smell accounting for 19.3 and 14.7% respectively. 
 

Figure-9: Reasons for learners not to use latrines in ABECs 
 

 
Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012 
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In ABECs that don’t have latrines the majority of respondents (88.8%) use bush/field in- or outside 

the ABEC compound. 
 

Figure-10: Response of learners about defecation points in ABECs without latrines 
 

 
Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012 

 
3.1.6 Episode of WASH Related Diseases   

 

About 19.3% of learners (18.6% children and 20.3% of adults) reported an episode of waterborne 

disease in the two weeks before the interview.   
 

Table-11: Response of learners on episode of waterborne diseases  
 

 Female Male Total 

Children  27/149  18.1%  42/221  19.0%  69/370  18.6%  

Adults 17/85  20.0%  27/132  20.5%  44/217  20.3%  

Total     113/587  19.3%  

Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012 
 

Results of the baseline survey revealed that episode of diarrhea caused school absenteeism in 81.3% 

(87/107) of the respondents.  Range of absenteeism is portrayed in the figure below.   
 

Figure-11: Response of learners on school absenteeism due to incidence of diarrhea 
 
 

 
Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012 
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About 96% of the respondents experienced scabies in the year preceding the interview. There exist 

differences in episode of scabies by age and sex. Children reported scabies (18.5%) more often than 

adults (12.8%). Girls and women encounter scabies more often (21.1% and 14.9%) compared to their 

counter parts (16.7% and 11.5%) respectively. The table below portrays incidence of scabies amongst 

learners by age and sex categories. 
 

Table-12: Response of learners on incidence of scabies  
 

 Female Male Total 

Children  32/152 21.1%  36/216  16.7%  68/368  18.5%  

Adults 13/87  14.9%  15/131  11.5%  28/218  12.8%  

Total     96/586  16.4%  
 

Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012 
 

3.1.7 Health Seeking Behaviour 
 

While around 2/3 of adults and children receive treatment at a health facility for both diarrhea and 

scabies, the remaining were found to have visited either traditional healers or did nothing. 

 
Table-13: proportion of participants who took anti-parasite medication in the 6 months preceding the survey 

 

 Female Male Total 

Children  46/148 31% 72/217 33% 118/365 32% 

Adults 35/90 39% 46/146 34% 81/226 36% 

All participants 81/238 34% 118/353 33% 199/591 34% 
 

Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012 
 

About 33% of the respondents were found to have taken anti-parasitic medication. Of those that took 

anti-parasitic medication, the majority got the medication from public or private health facilities.  

Only 3% received anti-parasite medication at the ABEC level.  Details are depicted in the table below. 
 

Table-14: proportion of participants who took treatment against diarrhea, internal parasite and scabies 
 

 Children Adults Total 

Diarrhea (n=106)       

 health facility 36 (56%) 27 (65%) 63 (59%) 

 Traditional treatment 16 (25%) 13 (31%) 29 (27%) 

 Nothing 12 (19%) 2 (5%) 14 (13%) 

Scabies (n=88)      

 health facility 29 (46%) 20 (80%) 49 (56%) 

 Traditional treatment 18 (29%) 3 (12%) 21 (24%) 

 Nothing 16 (25%) 2 (8%) 18 (20%) 

Source of anti-parasite medication (n=194)     

 health facility 80 (70%) 63 (79%) 143 (74%) 

 ABECs 5 (4%) 1 (1%) 6 (3%) 

 Private clinic 29 (25%) 16 (20%) 45 (23%) 
 

Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012 

3.2    FINDINGS: COMMUNITY RESPONDENTS  
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3.2.1   Demographic characteristics 

 

A total of 152 community respondents (72 female and 80 male) were included in the baseline survey. 

Tables 1 and 2 display selected demographic characteristics for household heads.  The overwhelming 

majority of respondents (134/152, 88%) were married.  Average household size was 6.7 (range 1 to 16, 

n=137) and household have an estimated average of 1.7 under 5 children. 

 
Table-15: Community respondents by region and sex 

 

Region Female Male Total 

Oromia 34 (51%) 33  (49%) 67 

SNNP 17 (53%) 15 (47%) 32 

Amhara 9 (35%) 17 (65%) 26 

Somali 7 (41%) 10 (59%) 17 

Gambella 5  (50%) 5  (50%) 10 

Total 72 (40%) 80 (60%) 152 

Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012 

 
       Table-16: Community respondents’ average and range of age by sex 

 

 Female Male Total 

Average age (min, 
max) 

34 
(18-

60) 
41 

(19-
80) 

38 
(18-

80) 

Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012 

 

3.2.2   Knowledge on WASH 
 

Knowledge questions in the household survey focused on consequences of lack of water, sanitation or 

hygiene.  Most respondents are aware that not washing hands after a toilet visit exposes people to 

water borne diseases (Figure 1).  The majority of the respondents that account for 78% mentioned 

that not washing hands causes diarrheal disease and typhoid, while 13% reported that it exposes to 

different intestinal parasites. Details of the findings depicted in the table below. 

 
Figure-12: Reported consequences of not washing hands after using toilet  

 

 
Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012 
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The baseline survey captured knowledge of respondents on diseases related to water, personal 

hygiene and sanitation. Accordingly, the majority (84%) of the respondents mentioned diarrhea, 

followed by acute diarrhea and vomiting (62%) and bloody diarrhea (53%). 
   

Figure-13:   Community respondents’ response on diseases related to unsafe water and poor personal 
hygiene and sanitation  

 
Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012 

 

3.2.3   Practice on WASH  
 

While the majority (76%) of the respondents use plastic container (jerricans) to fetch/store water, 

13%, 6% and 5% of the respondents use iron container, clay pot and bucket respectively.  
 

    Table-17: Community respondents’ response on preferred containers to fetch/store water 
 

 

Respondents 

Plastic 

container/Jerricans 

Iron 

container Clay pot Bucket Total 

Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % 

Male 62 53 10 53 5 56 3 38 80 53 

Female 54 47 9 47 4 44 5 62 72 47 

Total 116 76.3 19 12.5 9 5.9 8 5.3 152 100 
 

    Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012 
 

Respondents practiced different mechanisms to protect drinking water from contamination. While 

about half of the respondents use clean containers and cover it to protect the water, 36% and 7% 

clean the drinking cup and treat the water with chemical respectively. 
 

  Figure-14: Measures used by households to protect their drinking water from contamination 

 
Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012 
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About two-third of the respondents (76%) try to protect their drinking water when taking out from 

their storage vessels. About 39% and 37% of the respondents use container with handle/jug with tied 

rope and through tilting to one side to take water from the container respectively.  The remaining 

24% of the respondents use any container they find to take water out of the container.  

 

   Figure-15: Utensils used to take out water from the household storage vessel 
 

 
   Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012 

 

About 27% of the households treat water at home using different mechanisms. Half of the households 

use chemicals (chlorine/wuha agar), while 26.8% and 14.6% use plants and boiling respectively.  

Women FGD participants in Somali region say “In order to minimize contamination risks we treat 

water by using Chlorine/agar, which we usually get from health extension workers or use local plants 

‘ Galol’.”  
 

Figure-16: Water treatment methods used by households 

 
Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012 

 

Respondents were asked the reasons why they don’t treat their drinking water at home. While about 

26.5% of the respondents (64% women and 36% men) believe that the water is clean, 44.6% of the 

respondents reported that treating water is too tiresome. While 20% of the respondents replied that 

water treatment chemicals are expensive for water treatment, 2% reported that they don’t know the 

importance of treating water. 
 

Table-18: Community respondents’ reason for not treating water 
 

Respo 
ndents 

The water 
is clean 

Treating 
water is too 

tiresome 
Don't know its 

importance 
Chemical is 

expensive Other Total 

Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % 

Male 8 36 18 49 1 50 11 65 4 80 42 50.6 

Female 14 64 19 51 1 50 6 35 1 20 41 49.4 

Total 22 26.5 37 44.6 2 2.4 17 20.5 5 6.02 83 100 

Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012 
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Response of community respondents on the practice of hand washing at critical times is portrayed 

below.  
 

The majority of respondents wash their hands before (84.9%) and after meals (65.1%).  There exist 

a difference between responses of men and women. While men were found to have  better hand 

washing practice before and after eating (55.8% and 61.6%) compared to women (44,2% and 38.4%) 

respectively. 
 

The practice of hand washing before feeding others and before preparing food was found to be 45.4% 

and 29.6% respectively. There was no difference between men and women in practicing hand wash 

before feeding others (45.1% men and 44.9% women) and before preparing food (45.6% men and 

44.4% women).   
 

The practice of hand washing after using toilet and after cleaning child’s bottom were found to be 

34.2% and 16.4% respectively. There was little difference in the practice of hand washing after using 

toilet by sex. About 51.9% and 48.1% of women and men practice hand washing after using toilet 

respectively.  Details of the hand washing practice are depicted in the table and figure below. 
 

Table-19: Community respondents’ response on the practice of hand washing at critical times 
 

 Female Male Total 

Before eating 57 44.2% 72 55.8% 129 84.9% 

After eating 38  38.4% 61 61.6% 99 65.1% 

Before feeding others 31  44.9% 38 45.1% 69 45.4% 

Before touching/preparing 

foods 
20  44.4% 25 45.6% 45 29.61% 

After using latrine 27  51.9% 25 48.1% 52 34.2% 

After cleaning a child’s 

bottom 
11 44% 14 46% 25 16.4% 

Never wash my hands 6 42.9% 8 57.1% 14 9.2% 

 

Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012 
 

While 98% of the respondents wash their face at least once a day,  only 2%  of the respondents do 

not do so. Figures 17 and 18 graphically present the face, body and hair washing practices reported 

by household heads. 
 

Figure-17: Community respondents’ response on the frequency of face washing 
 

 
Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012 
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The practice of washing body and hair varies from daily to monthly. While 58% and 46% of the 

respondents wash their body and hair at least every week, 8.5% and 9.2% do it fortnightly 17.7% and 

15.1% do it every month respectively.  Details of the findings are portrayed in the table below. 

 

 

Figure-18: Community respondents’ response on the frequency of body and hair washing 
 

 
Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012 

 

 

In response to the question on the materials used for hand washing, 47.8% of the respondents (53.8% 

women and 46.2% men) reported that they use water and soap for hand washing. While 44.1% of the 

respondents (40% women and 60% men) use only water, 8.1% of the respondents (63.6 women and 

36.4% men) use water and ash. Focus group discussants explained that there is no consistent use of 

hand washing materials. When soap is not available at home or when they feel that their hands are 

clean, they use water only or ash or sometimes rub it with their cloth. 

 

Table-20: Community respondents’ response on materials used for hand washing 
 

Respondents 
Water only Water and soap Water and ash Total 

Count % Count % Count % Count % 

Male 36 60 30 46.2 4 36.4 70 51.5 

Female 24 40 35 53.8 7 63.6 66 48.5 

Total 60 44.1 65 47.8 11 8.1 136 100 
 

Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012 

 

 

3.2.4   Source of Water  

 

Around half of households (48%) reported having a safe source of drinking water. While 13.2% of 

the households get water from Birkade, 9.2% from protected spring and 23.8% use different forms 

of hand/machine dug wells. The source of water for about 52% of the households (shaded red) was 

found to be unsafe. 
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Figure-19: Source of drinking water for the community 
 

 
Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012 

 

Households travel considerable distances to reach their water sources.  While 54% of the households 

travel an hour or less to fetch water, 46% of households walk for more than 1 hour (round trip).  

Focus group0 discussants and key informants from Hadrara and Aror communities, Somali region 

states “We travel up to 120-kilo meters …….. as far as Jigjiga during extreme dry season”  
 

Table-21: Community respondents’ response on distance travelled to fetch water 

Distance from water point  n % Cumulative  

 < 30 minutes 54 36% 54 (36%) 

30 minutes to 1 hour 28 18% 82 (54%) 

 1 to 2 hours 24 16% 106 (70%) 

 2 to 3 hours 27 18% 133 (88%) 

 More than 3 hours 19 13% 152 (100%) 

Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012 
 

The burden of fetching water predominantly falls on women (82%) and girls (30%) in the household, 

while the participation of men and boys was found to be only 14% and 10% respectively.  

Furthermore, Focus group0 discussants and key informants in protected water supply user 

communities; say “We have WASH committees drawn from users. The committees consist of 5 to 7 

members who have specific assignments like chairperson, secretary, treasurer, caretaker and 

members. Usually women are assigned to serve as ‘an ordinary member’, which is the lowest position 

in the committee.” 
 

Table-22: Community respondents’ response on responsibility of fetching water 

Responsible for fetching water in the family  n %1 

 women 124 82% 

men 22 14% 

 girls 45 30% 

 boys 15 10% 

 Al household members 9 6% 

Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012 
1Multiple answers were possible for this question 
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Results of the baseline survey revealed that about 55.3% of the households have latrines regardless 

of their quality or utilization rate. Since the major economic activity of pastoralists and semi 

pastoralists is livestock keeping, movement is a central feature. There is an understandable 

reluctance to invest in permanent housing, including latrine. Focus group discussants say 

“Pastoralist and semi pastoralist homesteads are normally surrounded by bush, providing them with 

significant cover and privacy for defecation.  "In our view, latrines are dirty, stinking and full of 

houseflies. We would rather go to relieve ourselves in the surrounding bushes than to walk into 

latrines soiled with faeces.” Another focus group discussant in Somali Region paused a question to 

the data collectors “Tell me, is it wise to leave a cattle herd in the bush, say 5 kilo meters away, just 

to go home where there is a latrine? Can’t I relieve myself in a nearby bush?”  

 

In contrast, as per FGD discussions and visits, the situation in the sedentary communities or regions 

is much different from that of pastoralists. Households are continuously sensitized and followed up 

by health extension works to construct their household pit latrines or replace those which are 

collapsing or filling. These developed motivations to behavioural changes through competitions 

among the communities.  

 

Table-23: Community respondents’ response on availability of latrine 
 

Respondents 

Does the household have latrine? 

Yes No Total 

Count % Count % Count % 

Male 44 52.4 36.0 52.9 80 52.6 

Female 40 47.6 32.0 47.1 72 47.4 

Total 84 55.3 68 44.7 152 100 
 

Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012 

 
About 65.4% of the respondents reported that they use latrines to defecate. There exists a difference 

in latrine utilization by sex. Men were found to use latrines for defecation (58.5%) compared to 

women (41.5%). 

 

Table-24: Community respondents’ response on use of latrine 
 

Respondents 

Do you use latrines? 

Yes No Total 

Count % Count % Count % 

Male 31 58.5 13 46.4 44 54.3 

Female 22 41.5 15 53.6 37 45.7 

Total 53 65.4 28 34.6 81 100 
 

Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012 

 

In the absence of latrines, the vast majority of the respondents (92.7%) reported that they defecate in 

the bush, followed by backyard (4.4%) and farm/field (2.9%). 

 

Table-25: Community respondents’ response about defecation points in  
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the absence of latrine 
 

Respondents 
Forest/Bush Backyard Farm/field Total 

Count % Count % Count % Count % 

Male 35 55.6 1 33.3   36 52.9 

Female 28 44.4 2 66.7 2 100 32 47.1 

Total 63 92.7 3 4.4 2 2.9 68 100 
 

Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012 

 

  

Dry waste is disposed predominantly by throwing it on the field or farm (55.7%) followed by throwing 

it into pit (21.4%), burning (12.1%) and using it for composting (10.7%).  

 

Figure-20:  Community respondents’ response on mechanisms of disposing solid waste 
 

 
 

Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012 

 

 

Households dispose faecal waste of children under 5 most often by throwing outside/anywhere 

(55.8%)  f0llowed by throwing it in their toilet (33.3).  

 

Figure-21:  Community respondents’ response on ways of disposing fecal waste of under 5 children 
 

 
 

Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012 
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3.2.6   Episode of WASH Related Diseases   

 

About half and 27.2% of community respondents reported incidence of water borne disease (two 

weeks period prior to the survey) and scabies (in the past one year) in their family respectively. 

 

Table-26: Community respondents’ response about incidence of waterborne diseases  
 

Respondents 

Have you ever encountered water borne disease in the 
household? 

Yes No Total 

Count % Count % Count % 

Male 26 51 48 52.2 74 51.7 

Female 25 49 44 47.8 69 48.3 

Total 51 35.7 92 64.3 143 100 
 

Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012 

 

Table-27: Community respondents’ response about incidence of scabies 
 

Respondents 

Was there incidence of scabies in your family? 

Yes No Total 

Count % Count % Count % 

Male 20 54.1 48 48.5 68 50 

Female 17 45.9 51 51.5 68 50 

Total 37 27.2 99 72.8 136 100 
 

Source: WASH Baseline Survey, Pact Ethiopia, November 2012 
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4. Conclusion and Recommendations 

 

4.1  CONCLUSION  

 

The baseline assessment was done with the objective to judge the knowledge and awareness level 

and practice of ABEC learners and the surrounding communities about WASH. Accordingly, it is 

learned that WASH is an issue in the ABEC environment that is negatively affecting the teaching and 

learning processes and the health of learners.  

 

 In general, a good proportion of the ABE learners and the surrounding community have 

knowledge about the importance of hand washing to prevent diseases including diarrheal 

disease and typhoid, food hygiene and waste disposal except about the importance of 

latrine utilization. Knowledge about hygiene and sanitation varies between children and 

adults. Better knowledge is observed in male adults than children with female having less 

knowledge. There is no notable knowledge difference between male and female children. 

The majority of the community survey participants have good knowledge on the 

consequences of not hand washing after visiting toilet use, where they mentioned diarrhea 

as the major one. 

 

 Although the basis of information on WASH for adult and children ABE learners has been 

from different sources, it was found out that the children get information mainly from 

ABECs during learning hours which they also share with their family members. This is a 

great opportunity for a continued and sustainable outlet for information and education on 

WASH and other health related matters to ABE learners. Parallel to this, inhabitants of 

the surrounding communities learn about WASH from HEP. 

 

 Though there is quite good knowledge about hygiene and importance of hand washing 

practice among ABE learners and household members the practice is fairly low. Even 

though the majority of the study participants from ABECs and households wash their 

hands before eating, quite a noteworthy number of them do not wash their hands at critical  

times for hand washing like before they feed others, before preparing food, after using 

toilets and cleaning child’s bottoms that could contribute to spread of water borne disease 

transmission.  In general, females/women have better hand washing practices than men. 

Soap and water is used by some though not consistently while others use only water. 

Practicing personal hygiene is relatively high among male female except in brushing teeth 

and wearing clean cloths. The practice of taking bath, washing hair and cutting nails varies 

from place to place. While in some communities it is almost a daily practice, it is a few 

times practice in other communities.  

 

 The vast majority of ABECs do not have potable water and significant number of learners 

in these ABECs get number of learners in these ABECs gets water from the neighborhood 

which is reported to be poor in quality and while some others brings water from home. In 

few of the ABECs where water is available the quality is assumed to be good by the 

beneficiaries.  
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 Compounded by the absence of good hygiene practice and facilities, water borne diseases 

are therefore prevalent in both ABE and FAL learners with diarrheal episodes fairly 

common. Absenteeism from school for a substantial number of days because of water 

borne diseases is very significant that it is affecting their education. Children are more 

affected than the adults. On the other hand, quite a number of households in the 

community try to use clean container with cover to make keep their drinking water safe. 

However, water treatment of any form is not used by the significant number of households. 

Distance for water fetching is an issue as women and girls have to travel travelling long 

distance to fetch for collecting water. 

 

 Standardized sanitation facilities are absent in most of the ABECs and are not segregated 

in to male and female with no hand washing facilities:- the sanitation facilities are neither 

convenient for children nor for the disabled. While the limited numbers of latrines are 

mostly used by male students, most of the students including girls use bushes or field in 

or outside the ABECs for defecation which could highly contribute to the prevalence of 

water borne diseases among ABE learners. The need for user friendly, clean latrines and 

male-female segregated is crucial. 

 

 There is poor practice of dry waste disposal. It is disposed predominantly by throwing it 

on the field or on farms. Only insignificant number discomposes it for use as a fertilizer. 

It can be concluded that this practice could contribute to environmental pollution and 

spreading of disease while also compromising the cleanliness of the environment and 

ABEC compounds as well. 

 

 Treatment seeking behavior is significant substantially visible noticeable in cases of 

diarrhea and scabies except in cases of parasitic diseases. Treatment is being sought from 

clinical services, ABECs and traditional treatment sources. Creating linkage with HEP 

would be an ideal approach to further strengthen health seeking behavior and promote 

service delivery. 

 

4.2  RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 Although knowledge about hygiene and sanitation related issues are high among both 

children and adults, there is a gap in terms of a comprehensive knowledge in all 

components of hygiene and sanitation with differences between children and adults. 

Similarly, healthy hygiene and sanitation practices are minimal in both children and 

adults with little differences, adults having better healthy practice but not to the excepted 

standards. Therefore, Information and education program should be designed and 

implemented to address specific issues of children and adults in ABECs as well as 

household levels through targeted behavior change information and education 

interventions.  
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 Moreover, as the majority of ABE learners are already getting information about the subject 

at hand from ABECs, this is a good starting point to scale up interventions, filling gaps of 

knowledge and skills of the ABE learners and their families.  

 

 Safe drinking water and proper sanitation facilities are either absent or they don’t have the 

minimum required standards to avoid health hazards. It is therefore recommended to 

establish the facilities in each ABEC which should be done simultaneously with the 

awareness creation program so that ownership is created to properly utilize and manage 

the water and sanitation facilities. Equity, inclusion as well as child and disability 

friendliness issues shall be given due consideration while constructing water supply and 

sanitation facilities. 

 

 Water borne diseases are fairly common particularly among children and in a lesser extent 

among adults and there is appreciated response towards diseases treatment. To build on 

the good practice of treatment seeking behavior for the problems, it would be good to 

strengthen the linkage with the health extension programs to ensure that all communicable 

health cases and parasitic diseases which normally are overlooked cases get treatment on 

time as required. 

 

 Solid waste management skills of the ABE learners and the community including key 

stakeholders such as CMC members should be enhanced through education and hand on 

practices to keep the ABECs and the vicinity clean and healthy. Cleaning materials should 

also be supplied regularly to ensure good sanitation practices. 
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ANNEX 
 

Annex-1: Questionnaire for Learners 

 
    
 

 
 

Instruction ፡- This questionnaire is developed to collect WASH KAP data from children, Adults and Women 
who are attending alternative education program in ABECs.  The data collectors need to explain the purpose 
of the questionnaire and get consent from respondents prior to the actual data collection.  Please not that 
there are questions with multiple responses.  

 

 
Part  - 1:  General Information  
 

 

Data collector’s Name   Date   

Region   Zone   Woreda  

Kebele  Name Of ABEC  

Respondent’s  Name   Sex  Age  

Type of Education 

Program  

1.   ABE (Children)    
2.  FAL 
3.  Women Literacy  

Grade/ 

level 

 

Religion  

1.  Orthodox 
2.  Protestant  
3.  catholic 
4.  Islam  
5.  Others 

 

  

S.No Questions  Responses SKIP 

Part  - 2:  Water borne diseases 

 
1 
 

 
What do you thing are major 
symptoms of a person with 
diarrheal case?  

1. Diarrhea 
2. Vomiting  
3.  1  and  2 
4.  Don’t know 

 
 

 

 
2 

 
What are the causes of 
diarrheal diseases?  

   

   1.  Eating contaminated foods   
   2.  Drinking unsafe water 
   3.  don’t washing hands before eating  
   4. don’t washing hands after latrine  
   5.  Don’t know 
 
 

 

3 

 
How can you prevent diarrheal 
disease?  
 

 

1. Eating clean foods 
2. Drinking safe water  

   3.  Washing hands before eating  
   4.  Washing hands after latrine  
   5.  Using clean latrine always  
   6.  Don’t know  
 

 

 

 

Questionnaire -1.1 
  KAP Survey Questionnaire on Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

(WASH) for Children and Adults Attending Alternative Education 
Program in ABECs 
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8 If you have experienced scabies, 

what do you are the causes of it? 

1. Not washing body at appropriate interval 
2. Washing body with unclean water  
3. Contact with the lesion of sick person 
4. Don’t know 

 

 
9 

If you have experienced scabies, 

what measures did you take?  

1. Visiting health facility for treatment  
2. Visiting traditional healers  
3. Did nothing 

 

10 
Did you take deworming drug with in 

the past six months period? 

1. Yes          
2. No 

 

11 

If you have taken deworming drug, 

where did you get the deworming 

service ? 

 1. At Health Center/Health Post  
 2. with the Help of ABEC 
 3. Private Clinic 

 

Part  - 3:  Hand Washing  

12 When do you wash your hands?  

 

1. Before eating  
2. After eating  
3. Before feeding others  
4. Before preparing foods 
5. After using latrine  
6. After clean child’s bottom  
7. Don’t wash hands  

 

13 
What materials do you use for hand 
washing? 

1. Water only  
2. Water and soap only  
3. Water and ash only  
4. Water and plant products (example: 

Endod) 

 

14 

In your opinion, what problems will 

you encounter if you are not washing 

your hands with soap/ash after 

latrine use and before eating? 

1. Food borne diseases (diarrheal diseases፣ 
typhoid, etc.)  

2. I will be exposed to intestinal parasites  
3. Don’t know  

 

S.No Questions  Responses SKIP 

 
4 

Did you have water borne diseases 
(Diarrhea,/AWD, Typhoid fever, etc.) 
within the past two weeks?  

1. Yes     
2. No 

 
If no, skip  
to Q No 7 
 

 
5 

If the answer to question number 4 is 

yes, for how many days were you 

absent from school just because of 

the disease? 

 1.  From 1 to 2 days   
 2.  From 3 to 5 days 
 3.  From 7 to  10  days 
 4. .From  10 and above days  
 5.  Never absent from school 

 
 
 

 
6 

What measures did you take while 
you were sick of water borne 
diseases (diarrhea,/AWD, typhoid 
fever, etc.)? 

 1. Visiting health facility for treatment  
 2. Visiting traditional healers  
 3. Did nothing  

 

 
7 

Did you have and experience of 

scabies with in the past one year? 

 1. Yes      
 2. No      

If no, skip 
 to  
Q No. 10 
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15 
What are the reasons if you don’t wash 
your hands frequently?  
 

1. Shortage of water  
2. The water is unclean 
3. There is no hand washing habit 
4. Forget hand washing  

 

Part  - 4:  Personal hygiene  

16 
What do you do to keep your personal 
hygiene?  

1. Teeth brushing    
2. Washing hands frequently 
3. Face washing daily  
4. Taking shower frequently 
5. Wearing clean cloth 
6. Washing hair and making shorter 
7. Trimming finger nails 

 

 

17 
Do you learn about personal hygiene 
in your ABEC? 

1. Yes    
2. No 

If No, skip 
To Q  
No.21 

18 
If yes, how is the hygiene education 
given in the ABEC? 

1. Given in science class  
2. Given by Health workers 
3. Given by ABEC Hygiene and sanitation club 
 

 

19 
If your response to question number 
17 is yes, What types of teaching – 
learning materials do teachers use?  

1.  Text books (training manual)  
2.  Leaflets  
3.  Flip chart     
4.  Poster/drawings 

 5.  Story books  
 

 

20 

What are the changes you made from 
water, sanitation and hygiene 
education which has been given in 
your ABEC? 

1.  able to keep my personal hygiene  
2. Feeding clean foods   
3. Drinking safe drinking water  
4.  visiting health facilities when I feel pain 
5.  no change  
 

 

21 

Do you share WASH massages that 
you got from your ABEC for your 
family and the surrounding 
communities? 

1. Yes 
2. No   

 

 

22 
If the answer of question 21 is no, 
what factors hindered you from 
sharing WASH messages? 

1. Unwillingness of the family  
2. Teachers did not instruct us to do so  
3. There is no culture in the surrounding 

community  for children to teach adults  
4. I am not prepared/willing to transmit 

messages 

 

23 
What types of clubs are established in 
your ABEC?  

 

1. Health and HIV/AIDS club 
2. Environmental protection club 
3. Girls’ club 
4. Mini Media and Drama club 
5. Science club 
6. Other clubs not related to WASH 
7. There is no club in the ABEC 
8. Do not know 

 

 

S.No Questions  Responses SKIP 
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24 
If there are clubs in your ABEC, in which 
one do you participate?  
 

1. Health and HIV/AIDS club 
2. Environmental protection club 
3. Girls’ club 
4. Mini Media and Drama club 
5. Science club 
6. Other clubs not related to WASH 
7. I did not participate in any of the clubs 

 

25 
If you participated in the clubs, do you 
do activities related to water, sanitation 
and hygiene? 

1. Yes  
2. No  

 

26 

Note for data collector: forward this 
question for girl respondents only. 
 What do you do when you are in a 
menstruation while you are attending 
class in the ABEC? 

1. Go out of the class and wash   
2.  Use pad/pad like material  
3.  Go home leaving the class 
4.  Do nothing 

 

27 
 
How frequent do you wash your face? 
 

1.  Once per day  
2.  Twice per day 
3.  Three times per day 
4.  above three times per day 

 5.  I wash rarely  

 

28 How frequently you wash your body? 

 1.  daily  
 2.  Weekly  
 3.  once in two weeks  
 4.  monthly  
 5.  in  needed  
 6.  I don’t wash  

 

29 How frequently do you wash your hair? 

 1   Daily  
 2.  Weekly  
 3.  Once in two weeks  
 4.  Monthly  
 5.  As  needed  
 6.  I don’t wash 
 

 

Part - 5:   Food hygiene 

30 
  In your opinion, how does food gets 

contaminated and affects human 
health? 

1. When left uncovered     
2.  Touching with dirty hands 
3.  By flies and other vectors    
4. When food is stored /prepared with  

unclean utensils 
5. When the food is not properly cooked  

   6.  I don’t know  
 

 

31 
What problems will a person face if 
he/she eats contaminated food? 
 

1. Diarrhea and vomiting  
2. Typhoid disease    
3.  Intestinal parasite  
4.  There will be no problem   

   5.  I don’t know 
 

 

S.No Questions  Responses SKIP 
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Part  - 6:   Water supply  

32 
 
Where do you get drinking water when you 
are in ABEC? 

1. From water point in the ABEC compound  
2. From household around ABEC  
3. From water points  outside of the ABEC  
4. Bring  from my home 
5. I don’t drink water while I am in the ABEC 

 

 

33 
How simple it is to get drinking water while 
you are in the ABEC?   

1. It is simple to get water inside/around 
ABEC compound    

2. It is difficult to get water inside /around 
the ABEC compound ሪ/ 

3. There is no water sources inside/ around 
ABEC compound  

 

34 
How do you see the quality of water that you 
get inside/around ABEC compound? 

  
1. There is no problem to drink 
2. There is quality problem to drink  

 

35 

 
If the water inside/around the ABEC 
compound has quality problems, what do 
you think are the major problems?  
 

1. Bad taste 
2. Turbidity  
3. Dirt colour  
4. Bad odor   
5. I don’t know  

 

36 
If there is drinking water supply scheme 
inside/around ABEC compound, is it 
convenient   for child students?  

1. Yes, it is convenient 
2. No, it is not convenient  

 

37 If there is drinking water supply scheme 
inside/around ABEC compound, is it 
convenient   for disabled students?  

1. Yes, it is convenient 
2. No, it is not convenient 

 

Part  - 7:   Latrine utilization  

38 
Is there a latrine inside the ABEC 

compound? 

1.  Yes  
 2.  No 

 

39 
If yes, do you use the latrine inside ABEC 

compound frequently? 

1. Yes  
2. No 

If yes,  
Skip to  
Q No 41 

40 

If you do not use the latrine inside the ABEC 
compound frequently, where do you 
defecate? 
 

 

1. Bushes/field etc… inside ABEC compound  
2.  Latrine near the ABEC/neighboring house 
3.  Bushes/field outside the ABEC compound 
4.  Wait for end of class 
  

Skip to  
Q No.54 

41 

If you do not use the latrine inside the ABEC 
compound frequently, what hindered you 
from doing so? 
 

 

1.  The latrine is far away from the class      
2.  The latrine is of poor standard and fear that 

it may get collapsed 
3.  The latrine is always locked       
4.  The latrine has long waiting time/Queue 
5.  I am afraid to use latrine   

  6.  The latrine is dirty and has bad small  
 

 

  

S.No Questions  Responses SKIP 
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S.No Questions  Answers  SKIP 

42 
If there is latrine inside ABEC compound, is 
it convenient for child students?  

1. Yes, it is convenient 
2. No, it is not convenient  

 

43 
If there is latrine inside ABEC compound, is 
it convenient for disabled students?  

1. Yes, it is convenient 
2. No, it is not convenient  

 

44 
If there is latrine inside ABEC compound, 
how does the cleanliness look like? 

1. It is clean 
2. Fairly clean  
3. It is dirty  

 

45 
If there is a latrine inside ABEC compound, 
who is in charge of cleaning? 

1.  Teachers 
2.  Child students 
3.  Adult students  
4.  ABEC guard   

 

46 
If there is a latrine inside ABEC compound, 
do you participate in latrine cleaning? 

1. Yes  
2. No 

 

47 

 
What do you think are consequences of 
open defecation rather than using latrine?  

 

1.  It can cause diseases    
2.  It can cause  intestinal parasite 
3. It can cause environmental pollution 
4.  I don’t know  

 5.  No problem      

 

48 
If there are latrines inside ABEC compound, 
is there separated latrine block for girls and 
boys?  

1. Yes    
2. No 

 

49 
If there is separated latrine blocks, does the 

latrine for girls have paddle lock inside? 
1. Yes, it has paddle lock 
2.  No, it doesn’t have paddle lock  

 

50 
If there is a latrine inside ABEC compound, 
does it have hand washing facility near/at 
the side? 

1. Yes 
2. No 

 

51 
If the hand washing facility is located near/at 
the side of the latrine, how frequent the 
hand washing facility has water in it ? 

1. Always  
2. sometimes  
3. No water always 

 

52 

If the hand washing facility is located near/at 
the side of the latrine, how frequent  hand 
washing facility has soap, ash, Endod , etc for 
washing hands ? 

1. Always  
2. sometimes  
3. No soap/ash/Endod always 

 

Part  - 8:  Solid waste disposal  

53 

 
Where do you dispose solid waste while you 
are inside the ABEC? 

 

1. Disposing in compost site 
2. Disposing inside excavated solid waste pit  
3. Disposing everywhere inside the ABE 

compound 
4. Disposing outside the ABEC compound 

 

54 

What will be the problems, if the ABEC 
compound is unclean from wastes/ dirty 
materials? 

 

1. Disease    
2. Inconvenient smell  
3. Reduce the esthetic value of the ABEC 

compound 
4. Convenient for the breading of diseases 

transmitting vectors  
5. Sharpe Wastes will harm our bodies 
6. I don’t know  

 

 

Thank you very much 
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Annex-2: Questionnaire for Households 
   

 
 

 
 
 
 
Instructions፡- This questionnaire is developed to collect WASH KAP data from households around the ABECs.  
The data collectors need to explain the purpose of the questionnaire and get consent from respondents prior to 
the actual data collection.  Please not that there are questions with multiple responses.  
 
 

          PART I: GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

Name of the data  collector  Date  

Region  Zone  Woreda  

Kebele  Name of the ABEC  

Name of the respondent  Sex  Age  

Marital Status 1. Married              2. Not married                  3. Divorced                   4. Widowed 

Number of Households  Number of children under 5  

Religion 1. Orthodox         2. Islam         3. Catholic         4. Protestant       5.  Others 

 

No.               Question Response Code SKIP 

PART 2:   Water supply and Management 

1 

 

What is the source of water for 
your family? 

1. Hand dug well 
2. Untreated spring 
3. Developed/treated  spring 
4. Hand Dug well with pump 
5. Machine drilled well with pump 
6. Birka 
7. Sand dam 
8. Downstream/River 
9. pond 
10. Rain water collected from roofs 
11. Potable water/pipe water 

 
 
 
 
 

2 

 

How far is the water point from 
your home? 
(round trip) 

1. Less than 30 minutes  
2. 30 minutes to 1 hour 
3. 1 -2 hours 
4. 3 hours 
5. More than 3 hours 

 

3 

 

Who is responsible for fetching 
water in 

 your family? 

1. Adult females 
2. Adult males 
3. Girls 
4. Boys  
5. All members of the family 

 

4 
Who is in charge of managing the 
water point in your locality? 

1. Kebele 

2. Water committee 

3. Elders of the community 

4. No one is responsible 

 

 

 

Questionnaire -1.2 
  KAP Survey Questionnaire on Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
(WASH) for Community Representatives Living Around ABECs 
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No.               Question Response Code SKIP 

5 
Which vessel/container do you 
use to collect and store water?  

1. Plastic Jerican  
2. Barrel / metal Jerican 

3. Clay pot 
4. Bucket  
5. Gourd/Calabash 

6. Tire tube 

7. container made of goat skin 

 

6 
How do you take out drinking 
water from the container/vessel? 

 

1. Using jug tied with rope on the container 
2. By sliding the water container 
3. With any utensil we found around 

 

7 
How do you protect the drinking 

water from contamination? 

1. By using clean Jerican/clay pot 
2. By keeping the cup always clean 

3. By covering the water container 
4. By treating the water  
5. We don’t take any measure to  protect  the water 

 from contamination 

 

8 
Do you take any measure to 
protect water that you use for 
drinking at your home?  

1. Yes 
2. No 

If No, skip to 
Q. no 10 

9 

 

If your response to question 
number 8 is yes, which of the 
following mechanisms/methods 
do you use? 
 

1. Boiling 

2. Chemical treatment (Chlorine, Wuha Agar,  
Pure, Bishan Gari, etc) 

3. Sand  
4. Filter by sliding the container 
5. Filter with a piece of cotton cloth 

6. Filter with herbs  

 

10 

 

If your response to question 

number 8 is no, what are the 

reasons for that? 

1. High price of water treatment chemicals 
2. The water is clean 

3. I don’t know how to treat water 
4. Treating water takes much time 

5. I don’t know the importance of treating water 

 

PART - 3: Personal Hygiene and Sanitation  

11 
 

When do you wash your hands?  

1. Before every  meal 
2. After every meal 
3. Before feeding others 
4. Before cooking food 

5. After using toilets 
6. After cleaning children’s bottoms 
7. Never wash my hands 

 

12 How do you wash your hands? 

1. Only with water 
2. With water and soap 

3. With water and ash 

4. With water and herbs (Endod) 

 

13 

What do you think would happen 
if you  
don’t wash your hands after using 

toilets? 

1. Can cause water borne diseases 
2. Can cause intestinal parasites   
3. There won’t be any problem 
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No.               Question Response Code SKIP 

17 
Who is in charge of washing  clothes 
 in your family? 

1. Female adults 
2. Male adults 
3. Girls 
4. Boys  
5. All are responsible 

 

18 
How do you clean faeces of under 5 

children? 

1. By throwing/putting in the toilet 
2. By burying in the compound 

3. By throwing out of the compound 

4. Throw it by mixing with water 
5. Throw it every where 

 

19 

Did any of your family member 
encounter  
water borne disease in the last two 
weeks?  

1.  yes    

2.  no  

If no,  
skip to 
 Q No. 
22 

20 

If your response to question 19 is 
yes and if he/she is a student, for 
how many  
Days does this cause absenteeism 

from school? 

 1.  1-2 days   

 2.  3-5 days  
 3. 7-10 days 
 4. more than 10 days 
 5. not absent  from school 

 
 
 

21 
If your response to question 19 is 
yes, what measures did you take 
for the sick?  

 1.  Take him/her to the health center  

 2.  Take him/her to cultural medicine 

 3.  We didn’t take any measure 

 

22 
Did any of your family members 
have the incidence of scabies? 

 1.  yes     

 2.  no      
      

If no, 
 skip to  
Q  25 

23 

If your response to question 22 is 

yes, what were the causes of 

scabies? 

 1.  Not washing body  

 2.  Washing with dirty water 
 3.  Body contact  with a sick person with scabies 
 4.  I don’t know 

 

14 

 

How frequent do you wash your 
face? 
 

 

1.  Once a day 
2.  Twice a day 
3.  Three times a day 
4.  More than three times 

 5.  I don’t wash every day 

 

15 

 

How frequent do you wash your 

body? 

 

 1.  Every day 
 2.  Every week 
 3.  Every fortnight  
 4.  Every month 
 5.  As I need/wish 

  6.  I don’t take  shower ( I don’t wash my body) 

 

16 
How frequent do you wash your 

hair? 

 1.  Every day 

 2.  Every week 

 3.  Every fortnight  
 4.  Every month 

 5.  As I wish/need 

  6.  I don’t wash my hair 
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No.               Question Response Code SKIP 

24 
If your response to question 22 is 
yes, what measures did you take?  

 1.  Take him/her to the health center  

 2.  Take him/her to cultural medicine 

 3.  We didn’t take any measure 
 

25 

Can you mention some of the 
diseases related 

 to water, personal hygiene and 
sanitation? 

1. Diarrhea  
2. Bloody Diarrhea 

3. Acute watery diarrhea  
4. Typhoid  
5. Trachoma  
6. scabies 
7. Intestinal parasites  

 

26 How do you dispose dry wastes?  

1. By throwing on the field 

2. Disposing on the waste pit  
3. Uses for manure/compost making 

4. Burning 

 

PART - 4:  Toilet usage and Management 

27 Do you have latrine at your home?  
 1.  yes     

 2.  no      
       

If no, 
skip 
to Q 
30 

28 
If your response to question 27 is 
yes, do you use it regularly?   

 1. yes     

 2.  no          

 
 

29 
If your response to question 27 is 
no, where do you defecate?  

1. In the bush 

2. In the back yard   
3. On the field/farm land 

 

30 
If your response to question 27 is 
yes, do you have hand washing 
facilities near the toilet? 

 1.  yes     

 2.  no     
        

 

 
Thank you!! 
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Annex-3: Focus Group Discussion Guide 

 

Groups፡ 

 Adult (men and women) groups   

 Children (Girls and boys) groups 
 

NOTE:  Start discussing with both groups by asking what is good in the community (the good things 

that they do have), and trigger them for further open and free kind of discussion. 

1. Discuss settlement patterns and cultural beliefs and habits in relation to: 

a.      Source of water  for human and livestock 

b. Water usage Do you think that all kinds of water source are clean, etc) 

c.       Who should collect water for household use (women, men, girls, boys, etc.),  
 

2. Would you please discuss about cultural habits/believes related to hygiene and sanitation 
related; like: 

a.   Sharing latrine among family members, (Do men and women share a toilet) 

b.  Use of human waste (faeces) for fertilizer etc) 

3. Would you please discuss about consequences of:  

a. Unsafe drinking water,  

b. Poor personal hygiene and environmental sanitation  
 

4. Discuss on habits and ways of keeping animals with the household 
 

a. Whether they are kept separately, and why?  
b. If they live together with the household, are you aware of the health risks? etc 

 

5. Would you please discuss about possible consequences and challenges during water 
collection and cloth washing : 

a. Violence against women/girls such as rape, abduction, physical violence, etc.) 
b. Work overload both in and out of the household 

 

6. Discussions related to Hygiene and Sanitation Knowledge /Information 
 

Discuss, whether they have knowledge /information on hygiene and sanitation promotion 

a. When did they hear about it, who told them/where did  they get it?,  
b. What did they remember 
c. If they noticed any behavioral changes, what is that?  
d. If they change their practices after hearing hygiene and sanitation messages, what did they 

change?, why did they change? 
e. Discuss if there are any changes in health of the family /community 

7. Discuss on the methods of hygiene and sanitation education. Which one was effective? Why? 

8. If there is water and sanitation service, discuss on the management of these services 

a. Who is responsible 
b. Role of men – women 

 
9. Discuss on what needs to be improved in the future  
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Annex-4: Key Informant Interview Guide 

 

I. CHECKLIST TO GUIDE THE KEY INFORMANT INTERVIEW (KII) WITH CONCERNED STAFF OF HEALTH 
FACILITIES 

 

Name of the Facility____________________________ 

When was it established? ( Year) _________________ 

Number of Staff____________ 

Services Provided___________,__________,_________________ 

 

1. Total number of children under five years of age who visited the health facility during the last 
Fiscal Year (FY)  
 

2. Numberand percent of children under five years of age who visited the health facility with 
diarrhea in the previous Fiscal Year:                     

Male________ Female_______ Total____________ (_____ %) 
 

3. Number and percent of children under five years of age who visited the health facility with 
eye infection in the previous Fiscal Year:               Male________ Female_______ 
Total____________ (_____ %) 

 

4. Number and percent of children under five years of age who visited the health facility with 
skin infection in the previous Fiscal Year:               Male________ Female_______ 
Total____________ (_____ %)\ 

 

5. List of the top 10 diseases and number of cases in a year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Number and percentage of children under one year of age who are fully vaccinated against 
preventable diseases in the last fiscal year                  
 

 Male child______  Female child _____ Total______ (____%) 
 

7. What do you suggest to improve the situation of the health facility? 

 

No. Disease Diagnosed No. of cases/Year 

1   
2   
3   
4   
5   
6   
7 

 

 
8   
9   
10   

 Total  No. of Cases  
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II. CHECKLIST TO GUIDE THE KEY INFORMANT INTERVIEW (KII) WITH ABEC Facilitators 

General Information: 
 

1. Code/Position of person interviewed______________________________________ 

2. Kebele  where the ABEC is located __________________________________ 

3. Total number of students during this fiscal year (2001EC) : Female ____ Male ____ Total __ 
 

Concerns Related to Personal Hygiene and school sanitation 
 

1. Do you check the students for their cleanness (faces, clothes, hair, hands, etc.) _________? 

2. If yes, how often do you check them? 

3. Has anyone come to school to do hygiene and sanitation education? 

4. Does the ABEC extend/receive any hygiene and sanitation education? 

5. If yes, on what topics? What methods and materials were used?  

 

No. 
Topic for Hygiene 

Education 
Methods Used Materials Used Training Received 

1     

2     

3     

 

6. Have you seen any changes in children’s knowledge about hygiene? 

7. Have you seen any changes in children’s hygiene behavior? What were the major changes? 

8. Have you seen any changes in children’s health? What were the major changes? 

9. Do you have a latrine at your ABEC? ______________ What type?_______________ 

10.  Do students use the latrine? --------------- Who cleans the latrine? --------------- 

11. Is there separate latrine block  for girl and boy students? ------------------------ 

12. Does the latrine have hand washing facility? --------------------------------------------------------- 

13. Do students experience open defecation? Yes______  No______ 

14. If yes, Why? ______________________________________________________ 

15. What do you think are the major health problems in the community?_________________ 

16. Causes for students drop out? 

17. When is the enrollment high (wet or dry season or harvest or non harvest season…..) 

18. Would you please discuss about the attitude of the community towards sending  children to the ABEC 

19. What do you suggest to improve the: 

a. The sanitation situation of the ABEC? 

b. Personal Hygiene of the students?  

c. Water supply situation of the ABEC? 
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III. CHECKLIST TO GUIDE THE KEY INFORMANT INTERVIEW (KII) WITH WOREDA ADMINSTARTION AND 

EDUCATION OFFICE 

 

1. Discussion Points with Representatives of Woreda Administration 
 

 What does the commitment of the local government look like on the construction of water 

supply and sanitation facilities to the remote and mobile community? 

 Which types of civil society movement of the woreda are effective in claiming water supply 

and sanitation facilities (is sedentary or pastoral people effective in claiming)? Why ? 

 What does the sustainability of water supply and sanitation facilities look like?  How does 

the woreda address the needs of sedentary and pastoralist communities? 

 Which type of  water/ sanitation schemes are sustainable in the woreda? 
 

 Smaller, more dispersed water sources using low technology options  

 Large systems that use mechanical pumping and complex technical skills and 

inputs to operate and maintain 

 

 

 

2. Discussion Points with Representatives of Woreda Education Office 
 

 Relation of the ABECs with formal government basic education service 

 Support provided to the ABECs from the formal structure 

 Woreda Education Office (WEO) capacities to manage adult and non-formal education 

programs  

 Support provided to Woreda by PACT and results obtained so far 

 Coordination of the ABE program with  woreda water and health offices 

 Strategies and policies intended to address the water supply and sanitation conditions of 

the ABECs 

 Curriculum with regard to sanitation and hygiene and environmental protection, 

challenges and changes obtained 
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Annex-5: Checklist for Spot Check/Observation of WASH Facilities in ABECs 

 

Major Concerns Related to Toilet 

  

1.    Availability of toilet in the ABEC :  Yes____   No______ 

2. Functionality of the toilet :   Functional _______ Non-functional____ 

3. Cleanliness of the toilet  

a. Clean (floor and wall dry, free of dirt, dust and faeces) ________      

b. Not clean (floor and wall dump, dirty, dusty and faeces seen scattered around) ______. 
 

4. Availability of separate block of toilet for male and female learners:   Yes___ No___ 

5. Number of stances/seat rooms:   Male____   Females____ 

 

 

Major Concerns Related to Hand washing facilities  

6. Availability of hand washing facilities closer to the latrine:  Yes____ No______ 

7. Functionality of hand washing facility:  Functional ______Non-functional____ 

8. If the hand washing facility is available; does it have soap?   Yes___ No ____ 

 

Major Concerns Related to waste disposal 

 

9. Availability of safe solid waste disposal facility:   Yes____  No______ 

10. Availability of safe liquid waste disposal facility:  Yes____  No______ 

 

Major Concerns Related to Safe Water  

 

11. Availability of safe and adequate water supply  in the compound (Does the ABEC have safe 

water?)   Yes _______    No_______ 

 

12. How does the operation of the water supply during the time of the survey               

  Functional ___   Non-functional___ 

 

13. Is there a public water point or water point that ABEC facilitators use within 100 meters of 

the ABEC? (about 100 pace)            Yes _______    No_______ 
 

14. Did you get the water point functioning at the time of visit    1. Yes____    2. No____ 

15. Does the water point provide service in the dry season?   1. Yes____    2. No____ 

16. Is the water at the water point apparently of drinking quality?     1. Yes____    2. No____ 

17. Does the water storage or source appears to be clean?            1. Yes____    2. No____ 

18. Who manages the operation and maintenance issues of the water scheme? 

19. Describe the worst scenario that the area suffered from shortage of water.  
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Annex-6: Proposed distribution of respondents by proportion of beneficiaries 

 

Region Woreda 
Education Program Total 

beneficiaries 

Sample 

Size ABE FAL WLP 

Amhara 
Takusa 794 764 - 1558 102 

ArthumaFursi 358 170 - 528 35 

Oromiya 
DaroLebu 1537 1318 - 2855 186 

Dollo Mena  1452 336 490 2278 148 

Somali  Harshin 708 567 - 1275 84 

SNNPR  
Dassenech 363 172 - 535 35 

Male  1038 549 348 1935 126 

Gambella GambellaZuria 333 129 327 789 52 

Total 8 6583 4005 1165 11753 768 

 

     

 

 

  Annex-7: Actual distribution of respondents by woreda and ABEC 

 

S. 

No 
Region Woreda 

Respondents  

Total 

ABE FAL+WLP 
Community 

Representative 

1 Amhara 
Takusa 51 31 20 102 

ArtumaFursi 18 10 7 35 

2 Oromia 
Darolebu 93 56 37 186 

Dolo Mena 74 44 30 148 

3 Somali Harshin 42 25 17 84 

4 SNNPR 
Desenech 18 10 7 35 

Male 63 38 25 126 

5 Gambella GambellaZuriya 27 15 10 52 

Total (Plan) 386 229 153 768 

Total (Actual) 392 227 152 771 
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Annex-8: Details of FGDs Conducted 

 

No Region Woreda ABEC 
ABE Learners 

FAL/WLP 
Learners Total 

Male Female Male Female 

1 Amhara 

Takusa 

Assoga - 1 - - 1 

Chamb - - 1 - 1 

Tibaga - - - 1 1 

Artuma 
Fursi 

Melko 1 - - - 1 

Hara  1   1 

Goha   - 1 1 

2  Oromia 

DaroLebu 

Ifa Misooma 1 - - - 1 

Jilbo - - 1 - 1 

Garbi - 1 -  1 

Dollo Mena 

Muluka    1 1 

Areda Kacha   1  1 

Badeyi 1    1 

3  Somali  Harshin 

Kolka - 1 - - 1 

Hadrara - - 1 - 1 

WodoMikahel
/Aror 

   1 1 

4  SNNPR  

Dassenech 

Bandira 1 - - - 1 

Chitekogn - 1 - - 1 

Timurte 1 - - - 1 

   Male Karadengo  1   1 

 Gohabolo  1   1 

5  Gambella 
Gambella 
Zuria 

Lula 1 - - - 1 

Opomolo - - - 1 1 

Egara   1  1 

Total  23 6 7 5 5 23 
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Annex-9: Details of Key Informant Interviews Conducted 

 

No Region Woreda ABEC 

Key Informants  
 

Total ABEC 
Facilitators 

Health Extension 
Workers 

CMC 

1 Amhara 

Takusa 

Assoga 1 - - 1 

Chamb - - 1 1 

Tibaga - 1 - 1 

Artuma 
Fursi 

Melko - - 1 1 

Hara 1 - - 1 

Goha - 1 - 1 

2 Oromia 

DaroLebu 

Ifa Misooma - - 1 1 

Jilbo - 1 - 1 

Garbi - - 1 1 

Dollo 
Mena 

Muluka 1 - - 1 

Areda Kacha - 1 - 1 

Badeyi - - 1 1 

3 Somali Harshin 

Kolka 1 - - 1 

Hadrara - 1 1 1 

Wodo Mikahel - - 1 1 

4 SNNPR 

Dassenech 

Bandira  1  1 

Chitekogn   1 1 

Timurte 1   1 

Male 
Karadengo 1   1 

Gohabolo 1   1 

5 Gambella 
Gambella 

Zuria 

Lula 1   1 

Opomolo  1  1 

Egara   1 1 

Total 23   8 7 9 24 
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Annex-10: TEACH-II Implementation Woredas by Implementing Partners 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


