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Somalia’s latest food security analysis shows that parts of the country will face famine by October 2022 if 

significant funding is not urgently mobilised. This projection reflects a catastrophic humanitarian situation 

in Somalia where at least 1.5 million children (nearly half the total population of children) are already 

facing acute malnutrition, farmers can no longer feed their families due to the loss of livestock and crops, 

women and girls face increased gender-based violence, and over 1 million people have already been 

forced to flee their homes due to the drought.  

 

Further suffering and loss of life must urgently be prevented, not only in Somalia, but in neighbouring 

Ethiopia and Kenya, where interconnected factors including drought, inflation, and conflict are pushing 

millions of people towards catastrophic levels of hunger. Just over a decade since more than 250,000 

Somalis died from preventable famine — half of whom died before the famine was officially declared — 

the international community must immediately disperse funding that enables humanitarian organisations 

to deliver cash, food, safe water and other lifesaving services to people whose lives now depend on it.  

 

While important funding contributions by the U.S. government and other donors have been made in 

recent months, substantially more is needed from more corners of the globe to match the current scale 

of needs in the Horn of Africa. The quality of funding is also crucial. As it currently stands, the funding 

supplied is insufficiently flexible or predictable, and does not flow directly to the actors best placed to 

respond quickly and cost-effectively: international, national, and local non-government organisations 

(NGOs). The majority of resources mobilised for the Horn of Africa has been received by UN agencies so 

far, and I/NGOs face serious barriers in accessing and operationalising the funds on the ground. In Somalia, 

only 20% of funding was received by INGOs, and a mere 2% was directed to local NGOs. It is time for other 

donors to share responsibility, ensuring that funding is predictable, flexible and delivered directly to NGOs 

working in the region. 

 

Humanitarian needs in the Horn of Africa will continue to grow into 2023. Forecasts indicate a fifth 

consecutive failed rainy season in the coming months, and recovery from drought will take time. In order 

to effectively avert famine in Somalia, Ethiopia, and Kenya and prevent a protracted hunger crisis in the 

region, we, the undersigned organisations, call on global donors to:  

 

1. Fully fund the Humanitarian Response Plans for Somalia and Ethiopia without delay, and ensure 

that all sectors and areas are adequately covered. This includes in Kenya, where even though the 

Drought Flash Appeal currently appears to be well supported, some sectors such as protection 

suffer from funding gaps.   

 

https://www.ipcinfo.org/ipcinfo-website/alerts-archive/issue-69/en/
https://www.ipcinfo.org/ipc-country-analysis/details-map/en/c/1155663/?iso3=SOM
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/08/1124472


2. Prioritise funding to local, national and international NGOs and consortia of NGOs who have a 

demonstrated capacity to respond when supported with direct, fast and flexible funding. This 

includes funding to women-led organisations, who are especially well placed to respond to and 

mitigate the gender-based violence risks magnified by the hunger crisis.   

 

3. Urgently convene and engage all relevant stakeholders - including relevant authorities, as well as 

local, national and international NGOs - to better coordinate funding streams. Together, we must 

find ways to ensure that predictable, multi-year nexus funding can expedite life-saving assistance, 

and enable communities to adapt to climate change and become more resilient to future shocks.  

 

It is unacceptable for the international community to delay action until a famine is officially declared. 

Famine is not a natural disaster, but the result of lack of political will, a consequence of inaction. Any 

chance at preventing further deaths, widespread illness, protection concerns and displacement depends 

on the immediate disbursement of funding, directly to NGOs, to ensure quick, life-saving assistance for 

millions across the Horn of Africa.    

 

Signed by:  

 

Action Against Hunger 

Care International 

Christian Aid 

Concern Worldwide 

Danish Refugee Council East Africa & Great Lakes 

International Rescue Committee 

Mercy Corps 

Norwegian Refugee Council Somalia 

NEXUS Platform Somalia 

Plan International 

Save Somali Women and Children 

Save the Children 

Social-life and Agricultural Development Organization (SADO)  

Wajir South Development Association (WASDA) 

World Vision Somalia  


