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As of 26 November, there were 3,014,517 reported cases of COVID-19 within the countries covered 
by RBC. There has been a 56 percent increase in cases over the last month (22 October – 26 
November). The countries with the highest number of reported cases remain Iran (56 percent), 
Iraq (33 percent), Turkey (29 percent), and Jordan (13 percent). Following an upsurge in COVID-19 
cases, Iran, Jordan and Lebanon have re-introduced restrictions in November. 

The region’s total requirements for the next six months (December 2020 to May 2021) amount 
to US$ 1.14 billion. This represents 47 percent of the total requirements for the same period (of 
US$ 2.42 billion). 

WFP has been targeting over 10 million additional beneficiaries in the region due to COVID-19. 
Due to the compounding effects of COVID-19, in November, WFP estimates that 54.5  million 
people are acutely food insecure in the region, up 2.8 percent from June estimates.1
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1. WFP Global Update on COVID-19: November 2020
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https://reliefweb.int/report/world/wfp-global-update-covid-19-november-2020-growing-needs-response-date-and-what-s-come


WFP RESPONSE

While the COVID-19 outbreak remains a concern, WFP continues through its operations to adapt social protection in response to the 
pandemic. Measures have been put in place to provide income support to the population, especially cash transfers (most of which 
are unconditional), which include topping up the payments to beneficiaries of existing programmes (e.g. in Algeria, Tunisia, Iraq, 
Jordan); expanding the number of beneficiaries of existing cash transfer programmes (e.g. Jordan, Egypt, Palestine); establishing 
temporary emergency cash transfer schemes (e.g. Lebanon, Tunisia, Iraq, Palestine, Sudan); explicitly targeting informal and 
daily wage workers through cash transfer programmes (Egypt); creating new social registries or databases for social assistance 
to identify new beneficiaries for ongoing schemes (Iraq, Lebanon, Palestine).

Social Protection

Cash-Based Transfers (CBT) in the region continue to be a key 
assistance mechanism to help people cope with the urgent health 
needs of the pandemic and as social protection measure to support 
countries with underdeveloped safety net systems.
In Syria, in response to COVID-19, and under agreement with UNFPA, 
WFP distributed CBT top-ups at a total value of USD 782,600, allowing 
the households of the 69,900 pregnant and lactating women to 
purchase hygiene items (benefitting some 349,400 people).
In Lebanon WFP further expanded unrestricted multipurpose cash 
assistance to reach 52,120 of the most vulnerable people affected 
by the explosion who were registered either by WFP’s cooperating 
partners or by using the online self-registration website. While 
most families received their assistance through Western Union or 
emergency prepaid cards, some families received the food portion 
of the transfer value in the form of a food e-card (vouchers).

Cash-based Transfers 

Following the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, the global 
recession and disruptions to food supply chains have been impacting 
livelihoods and food security, raising particular concerns in countries 
already facing food crises and for the most vulnerable population 
groups including women, IDPs, refugees, migrants and asylum 
seekers. WFP adapted its asset creation and livelihood programming 
to ensure they can be sustained safely, and that individuals, 
communities, and broader food systems benefit from the improved 
assets and livelihood opportunities they create.
In Tajikistan WFP launched cash-for-work projects in the Districts 
of Republican Subordination (DRS) to respond to COVID-19. This 
initiative will support 19,000 vulnerable people.
In Istanbul WFP Turkey kicked off the innovative EMPACT 
(Empowerment in Action) resilience programme to increase the self-
reliance of youth (18-35 years old) with 100 participants (50 Turkish, 50 
Syrians). The pilot is implemented jointly by WFP, Microsoft, Konrad-
Adenauer-Stiftung Foundation and a local cooperating partner 
‘Kodluyoruz’ under the guidance of WFP Innovation Accelerator. 

Livelihood Programmes

Afraa Qasir (29 years-old) found a job at Namaa Syria Charity 
(WFP partner in Aleppo) for implementing school meals 
programme (fresh snacks); this job enabled her to secure her 
living and study needs after her parents died.

WFP/Hussam Al Saleh

As schools remain in varying degrees of operation because of the pandemic, school feeding programmes continue to adapt to 
ensure they can reach as many students as possible with meals, even if they are not in the classroom.
In most of the schools it serves, WFP was able to adapt school feeding into take-home rations (THR), individually packaging food 
that could be picked up at schools or, in some cases, distributed directly to homes.
In Armenia WFP usually provides cooked meals to over 50,000 students a month, but because of COVID-19 lockdown WFP 
reconfigured its work to reach children who are no longer receiving daily school lunches. WFP is currently packing THR provisions 
that will be distributed to around 100,000 primary school children across Armenia, in agreement with the Ministry of Education, 
Science, Culture and Sport.

School Feeding
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While food supply chains have remained functional, COVID-19-related border closures and movement restrictions, combined with 
reduced harvests in some countries, have led to above-average food prices and hindered food access. In Yemen, for example, the 
ongoing economic crisis, with severe local currency depreciation and food prices (up by 140 percent from pre-war levels), and the 
longstanding conflict, combined with COVID-19-related restrictions remains a compounding factor impacting humanitarian assistance 
and worsening the humanitarian situation in country. While for Syria, the ongoing deterioration of the macroeconomic situation 
combined with increasing difficulties in financing imports, has led to unprecedented shortages and spikes in food and fuel prices.  
The declining value of the local currency and ever-increasing inflation rates means the prices of imported goods rise and the country’s 
ability to import vital commodities such as wheat goes down. Sudan has been suffering from skyrocketing inflation, reaching 212 
percent year-on-year in September, and a protracted economic crisis, exacerbated by the effects of COVID-19-related restrictions. 
These have affected the agricultural value-chain, with farmers and agro-pastoral communities among the most impacted groups. 
In response, WFP facilitated the delivery of 40,000 tons of wheat in October as part of the wheat swap agreement signed with the 
Government of Sudan in June. Through this agreement, WFP will purchase wheat for the Government from abroad and will be 
paid in local currency, thus easing foreign exchange pressure on the Central Bank of Sudan and making local currency available 
for WFP’s operational requirements. WFP will be purchasing 200,000 metric tons of wheat for the Government of Sudan, which is 
equivalent to about 10 per cent of Sudan’s required wheat import for 2020.

Supply Chain

WFP trucks around the world come in every shape and size, covering all terrain so food gets to where it needs to go. This truck is fully stocked with 
nutritious food parcels being delivered to Aweeneya, mountainous western Libya, for an upcoming distribution.

WFP/Khayal Productions

According to the latest analysis on the impact of COVID-19 on the region3, the crisis has led to a significant expansion in multi-sector 
needs in the region, notably on areas affected by conflict. Healthcare capacity in most countries has been further compromised 
leading to an increase of existing humanitarian needs and to further deterioration of the socio-economic situation. In Syria 
approximately 46 percent of surveyed households reported not being able to purchase the necessary medicines in September 
with the highest recorded among households headed by women (52 percent) compared to 45 percent of households headed by 
men, largely due to lack of financial resources (67 percent) and shortage of medicines in pharmacies (30 percent).

In Yemen the impact of COVID-19 on the health sector continues as 45 percent of households in September reported difficulty in 
accessing medical care due to COVID-19 compared to 32 percent in April.

Vulnerability Analysis & Mapping

Due to COVID-19, there was an overall reduction in coverage for essential nutrition services targeting children and pregnant 
women, reaching up to 75–100 percent in lockdown contexts globally and in the Middle East, North Africa (MENA) region. During 
the past months, the coverage of treatment of child wasting saw a drop of 25-49 percent in Iraq, Syria and Yemen putting health 
systems of the already fragile countries under unprecedented stress; and nutrition support for pregnant and lactating women 
and girls (PLWG) in Iraq, Jordan, Kyrgyzstan and Syria dropped of 10-24 percent2. With the easing of COVID-19 restrictive measures 
and reopening of schools in many countries, WFP is working to offset critical disruptions to ensure that children and PLWG have 
access to nutritious school meals and nutrition services.

In Yemen, WFP reached over 197,000 children aged 6 to 59 months and 127,000 PLWG with its Targeted Supplementary Feeding 
Programme to treat moderate acute malnutrition (MAM). For MAM prevention, WFP reached some 497,000 children aged 6 to 23 
months with its Blanket Supplementary Feeding Programme. WFP in Tunisia launched the pilot phase of the Last Mile Ecosystem 
project, a state-of-the-art digital solution that connects smallholder farmers to school canteens through a network of private 
carriers. In Tunisia this project will help ensure greater dietary diversity for school children by guaranteeing them access to hot 
meals prepared with fresh, quality products. The initiative is being tested in the Tunisian central school kitchen in the district of 
Nadhour, in the province of Zaghouan, which supplies seven additional schools with nutritious baskets. They serve up to 1,500 
children every day.

Nutrition
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2. WFP VAM: Impact of COVID-19 in the Middle East, North Africa, Central Asia, and Eastern Europe Update #6
3. Idem note 2.
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The region’s total requirements for the next six months (December 2020 to May 2021) amount to US$ 1.14 billion. This represents 
47 percent of the total requirements for the same period (of US$ 2.42 billion). 

FINANCIAL REQUIREMENTS

WFP Libya Programme Officer Mohammed Eshkal talks to a beneficiary of food support during a distribution in Zawiya, Libya.

WFP/Khayal

WFP has transported more than 25,630 passengers on 1,437 flights across the global network for 397 partners, as of 24 November, 
serving so far 68 destinations globally, with 53 of those having been discontinued due to resumption of safe and reliable commercial 
flights. Only Algeria continues to be served (on an ad hoc basis) in the region. 
In Yemen, UNHAS flights between Sana’a and Aden resumed on 11 November, operating three flights per week. This is in addition 
to the four flights per week between Sana’a and Addis Ababa, three flights per week between Addis Ababa and Aden, as well as a 
weekly internal connection between Aden and Seyoun. On 12 November, UNHAS conducted an ad hoc flight from Addis Ababa to 
Amman to collect spare parts for the UNHAS Airbus A320 aircraft, as well as to transport passengers in both directions.

COMMON SERVICES

In preparation for the Second Annual Session of the Executive Board which took place at the beginning of November, the Partnership 
Unit of the Regional Bureau for Middle East, North Africa (MENA) Central Asia and Eastern Europe updated its COVID-19 regional 
advocacy tool - WFP COVID-19 EMERGENCY RESPONSE IN THE REGION which provides a spotlight on the ongoing needs amidst 
the pandemic and the work of country offices in adapting its programming to ensure needs continue to be met. This also includes 
the November WFP Global Update on COVID-19 which takes stock of efforts by regional bureaux and country offices to continue to 
sustain and scale-up operations to assist vulnerable communities and to support governments in their health and hunger response. 

PARTNERSHIP
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https://sway.office.com/hOe7DC47Dx0V3WQz?ref=Link
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/8162681183bd492ab8e1cfc66435c956/download/

