
 
I. General Overview 
The arid and semi-arid lands are set to face further deterioration of already harsh drought conditions 
after the March-April-May rains ended on an overall very poor performance rating. The 2010 Short 
Rains had also performed poorly and the failure of this current season has exposed certain parts of 
Kenya to prolonged dry conditions.  The Kenya Meteorological Department (KMD) says that some 
districts in northern Kenya (Marsabit, Moyale, Samburu, Isiolo, Mandera) received less than 15 per 
cent of ‘normal’ rains, and puts the districts at risk of falling into emergency food security classification 
in coming months. The KMD says an assessment of rainfall for March to April 2011 indicates that the 
Long Rains seasonal performance was very poor over most parts of the country in terms of amounts 
and distribution. Prolonged dry spells characterized most parts of the country especially in April 2011 
and are expected to continue until October 2011 when the next rains are expected. Parts of the 
western region are however expected to receive some rains in July and August 2011.   
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HIGHLIGHTS 
 
 Maize and beans increased prices spark concerns of deepened food insecurity  

 Long Rains end after poor performance; Drought conditions deteriorate further 

 Food and Fuel prices impact on urban poor and pastoralists 

 Conflict over resources leaves more than forty people killed in May 2011 

 Humanitarian actors, donors and Government conduct mid-year review of the Consolidated 
Appeals Process  

 Concerns mount over resettlement process of IDPs in the Rift Valley 

 Truth, Justice and Reconciliation Commission (TJRC)  visits Mount Elgon 
 

The information contained in this report has been compiled by OCHA from information received from the field, 
from national and international humanitarian partners and from other official sources. This report does not 
represent a position from the United Nations. This report is posted on: http://ochaonline.un.org/kenya 
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The Truth, Justice and Reconciliation Commission (TJRC) visited Mount Elgon in May 2011 and met with 
an Association of Widows whose husbands had disappeared at the hands of the Sabaot Land Defence 
Force militia. The widows demanded that the State helps them find the remains of their husbands to 
accord them a decent burial. The TJRC was also informed about prolonged displacements in the Mount 
Elgon region following a government crackdown on militia in 2006. Most victims also informed about 
sexual and gender based violence perpetuated by both militia and government forces. The TJRC is also 
set to travel to Uganda to meet with some 1200 Kenyan refugees who fled during the 2007/08 post-
election melee. The TJRC has called on the United Nations to strengthen its response in psychosocial 
counselling for survivors of SGBV.  
 

II. Humanitarian Situation 
 

Humanitarian Financing 
Humanitarian actors, donors and the Government held a one day Emergency Humanitarian Response 
Plan (EHRP) 2011+ workshop on 19 May 2011 to review current responses to humanitarian challenges in 
Kenya, funding status, gender marker implementation and humanitarian needs wrought by deteriorating 
drought conditions. Also propelled to the humanitarian agenda were urban vulnerability issues which 
remain under-served in many sectors, and the need to scale up activities in the early recovery sector and 
mainstream disaster risk reduction in all projects.  The Food Sector highlighted that most of the funding 
received is directed at rural response. The EHRP is currently funded at 43 per cent. Whilst the Financial 
Tracking System( FTS) indicates that Kenya has received 54 per cent of the funding, analysis from 
sectors, particularly the Food Sector, indicates that some funding being reflected in FTS is carry over 
funds for projects designed in 2010 and that projects submitted in the EHRP are responding only to part 
of the identified needs of the food sector.  

 
Drought  
The northern, north-eastern pastoral and south-eastern agricultural marginal lands are set to face a 
further deterioration of drought conditions following the failure of the Long Rains. The northern districts of 
Garissa, Moyale, Marsabit and Wajir are expected to be worst affected after rains performed extremely 
poorly in the March-April-May season. In Turkana, the district faced some pasture regeneration and water 
recharge in southern parts after some heavy rains in mid-May 2011, leading to livestock concentration 
and conflict over resources. The South-Eastern Agricultural lowlands, mainly dependant on the Short 
Rains (Oct-Dec)- which also failed last year- are continuing to face dry conditions that have impacted on 
access to water, terms of trade for livestock and general food security is undermined. The next rains are 
expected in Oct-Dec 2011, with generally dry conditions expected to prevail in coming months.   
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Urban Poor 
A shortage of maize and beans supply has led to price increases in urban areas where poverty levels are 
high, and communities are susceptible to other vulnerabilities: market based economies dictated by 
national food and fuel prices; lack of access to basic services as water (which communities have to pay 
for), high unemployment levels; and daily labor income which influences food security conditions. Price 
hikes in maize and beans have notably sharply risen between February and May 2011 in urban centres 
as Nairobi, Mombasa, Kisumu and Eldoret with the staple maize increasing from Kes 2000 to 
Kes3700/4000 between February and May 2011. According to CONCERN Worldwide, the price hikes 
have led to decreased food security and dietary diversity; increased use of negative coping strategies; 
Loss of human, social and physical capital; and presents a high risk for civil unrest.  

 

 

 
 

Food Security 

Food security concerns are deepening following the announcement by 
the National Cereal and Produce Board on 27 May 2011, that the 
country should consider importing maize to avert a potential food 
crisis. The NCPB announcement was followed by the Strategic Grain 
Reserve informing that current maize stocks will only last until 
September 2011, fuelling concerns about food security for the 
vulnerable urban poor and the 2.4 million Kenyans already in food 
stress and crisis levels. The continued increase in prices of maize and 
beans since February 2011 to date has signaled a looming shortage 
of cereals which has led to the increase in price.  The assumption that 

“Although beans, maize and 
vegetables will be available 
after harvests from the grain 
basket areas around 
September/October, 
household food deficits are 
likely to widen and persist 
through February 2012, when 
the next major harvest is 
anticipated,” Fews Net 
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farmers have been holding the maize and bean stocks has been dispelled as not likely as high market 
prices for the commodities were expected to have attracted ‘holders’ to release their stocks, which they 
have not. The shortage in cereal has also led to erratic food aid distribution in the arid and semi-arid lands 
where the majority of the 2.4 million food aid beneficiaries are.   

 

Agriculture and livestock 
Farming communities in the coastal and south-eastern agricultural marginal lands are facing a third 
successive failed rain season. Some 80 to 90 % of maize and 75 % bean crop have been lost. Fews Net 
says that maize prices are 60‐80 percent higher than the 5‐year average in most markets and are close or 

higher than record prices reported in 2008‐’09 in Mwingi, Makueni, Kitui, Mbeere, Tharaka, Kwale, Kilifi, 

and Malindi.  
 
In pastoral areas, llivestock body conditions are deteriorating rapidly because of long trekking distances 
to water points and pasture with some mortalities being reported in at 10‐15 percent in Wajir, Moyale, and 

Marsabit. Migration of livestock has led to huge animal concentrations at water and pasture points 
increasing the risk of conflict over resources and disease outbreaks. Destocking and water-trucking 
activities will be prime in coming months to avert further losses of livestock in the anticipated dry months 
ahead, says the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO).   
 

Nutrition 
The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) says the number of children admitted of acute severe and 
moderate malnutrition generally increased with the first quarter of 2011 recording a 53% and 31% 
increase respectively when compared to the same period in 2010. There has also been an increase of 
43% of pregnant and lactating women admitted under supplementary feeding program. Nutrition surveys 
conducted in March 2011 indicate high acute malnutrition rates in pastoral districts including Isiolo, 
Marsabit, Samburu, and Mandera. The survey found that the prevalence of global acute malnutrition 
(GAM) in Marsabit was 22 percent and the prevalence of severe acute malnutrition (SAM) was 4.1 
percent. The GAM rates were 27.5 per cent   in Mandera Central, which is well above emergency 
thresholds. The following districts are under alert following the failed Long Rains and deteriorating food 
security:-Turkana, Baringo, East Pokot, West Pokot, Moyale, Marsabit, Isiolo, Garbatula, Mandera, Wajir, 
Garissa, Kwale/Kinango, Samburu.  
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Water and Sanitation 
Access to water remains extremely stressed in northern districts where the Government and support 
agencies have resorted to water trucking to support households and livestock. The failure of the Short 
Rains left many water points un-recharged with those that recharged expected to dry soon because of 
extreme heat and high consumption by migrant communities. Sanitation and hygiene are highly 
compromised with the lack of water and puts communities at risk of contracting water-borne diseases like 
Cholera and other diarrhoeas.    

Education 

An assessment conducted by Save the Children in Mandera, Wajir East and Wajir South in May 2011 
says the children are dropping 
out of schools as drought 
conditions worsen.  School 
attendance has dropped from 55 
per cent to 46 per cent in 
Mandera. Protection concerns 
over children walking long 
distances in search of water and 
pasture are rife that children may 
be exposed to gender and 
sexual - based violence, amidst 
other concerns of lack of access 
to meals and water.  

 
 
Refugees and Host Communities 
Kenya continues to host the largest refugee population in the world with no signs of the refugee influx 
slowing down. The EHRP 2011+ mid-year review noted that the monthly refugee influx has more than 
doubled from the 4000 per month projected in September 2010 to 11 000 refugees being registered 
monthly in the overcrowded Dadaab camps since January 2011.  Increased insecurity in Somalia and 
drought continue to force Somalis to flee into neighbouring states. Overall, there are 473,714 refugees in 
Kenya of whom 344,424 are in Dadaab, 80,986 in Kakuma and 48,304 in Nairobi. The refugee population 
in Dadaab has grown by 25 per cent in just two years, putting immense pressure on humanitarian 
response, the environment and straining host community and refugee relations. Dadaab camps were 
initially built to host 90,000 refugees some 18 -20 years ago.   The Government of Kenya (GoK) is 
increasingly reluctant to host more refugees as the main solution to the protracted conflict in Somalia. An 
international integrated approach (political, humanitarian, human rights, social and political) is required to 
address the Somali conflict.  

 
Source: UNHCR/May 2011 
 
 

Source: Save the Children, April 2011 
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Protection/Internally Displaced Persons (IDP) 
Protection concerns for the remaining post-election violence (PEV) remain rife in the Rift Valley.  In the 
Burnt Forest area, where a resettlement has recently taken place, there have been arsons to unoccupied 
houses and many houses that were constructed for IDP resettlement have also not been occupied 
because some families have left the area and others still fear for their security. The Protection Working 
Group (PWG) on 26 April noted that the incidents have gone down after few arrests were made, but 
concerns of tensions still remain. Some IDPs were recently resettled to a farm amidst strong objection 
from the host communities; after a week of negotiations between the Provincial Administration and local 
elders the IDPs were allowed by the community to settle. The PWG is raising concern about the nature of 
peace activities that have been implemented and yielding little results for sustainable conflict prevention. 
In response to IDP issues, 25 protection officers have been recruited to work with the Kenya National 
Human Rights Commission to monitor the IDP situation across the country. 
 
In drought stricken areas, there are mounting protection concerns over the increased migration of 
adolescent girls to urban areas in search of labour (mainly domestic labour). The risk for vulnerable 
young girls to engage in high risk coping mechanisms is high. Children are reported to be walking 
between 15-20 kilometers in search of water. There are long term family separation issues emerging 
because of prolonged migrations.  
 
UNICEF is holding discussions with the UN Mine Action Service over the possibility of utilizing their 
services in Mandera and other border regions to implement awareness raising activities on unexploded 
ordinance.  In early April 2011, it was discovered that the March 2011 conflicts on the Somalia border left 
an unknown quantity of unexploded ordinance in Mandera, Bullahawa (in Somalia) and  on the Ethiopian 
border.   
 
 
Conflict in Pastoral Areas 
OCHA’s analysis on conflict in pastoralist areas points to more deaths over resources recorded this year 
compared with the same time last year. More than 112 people have died during conflict between January- 
10 May 2011. In 2010, 68 people were reported killed during the same reporting period. The 2011 figure 
(112) surpassed 2010 following the killing of at least 40 people during one incident when conflict ensued 
in Todonyang on the 3rd of May 2011, between the Turkanas and the Dasaanages (Merilles) of Ethiopia. 
Conflict also took place on the Uganda/Kenya border barely three days after the Todonyang incident with 
six people reported killed.  
On 28 May, 2011 another incident in Turakana’s Pokot area is reported to have left nine people. 
Concentration of livestock in grazing zones with diminishing pasture and water is leading to conflicts as 
drought conditions worsen.  
 
The situation in Todonyang/Turkana is reportedly calm after the GoK increased its security presence 
along the Kenya/Ethiopia border.  Meanwhile the families that were affected from Todonyang are still in 
displacement with host communities in a nearby village. Assessments conducted by the Kenya Red 
Cross Society (KRCS) and the International Organisation for Migration (IOM), all point to the need for 
long term interventions that promote livelihoods, livestock asset control, access to markets, improved 
security and improved access to services such as health and education. An inter-agency mission in the 
Security in Mobility initiative will visit Todonyang in early June 2011 to support the communities design 
appropriate responses. SIM comprises OCHA, IOM, United Nations Environment Programme and 
Institute for Security Studies (ISS). The Todonynag mission will also include FAO and Help Age 
International.  
 
The 2010 SIM launch called on regional governments to develop a policy that facilitates safe movement 
of pastoralists within their countries and across borders. The Security in Mobility Approach for intervention 
calls for response to pastoralist issues through a joined-up approach that that captures provision of 
humanitarian assistance; provision of basic services; facilitated migration and comprehensive security 
initiatives.  
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Gender mainstreaming 
At the EHRP 2011 + mid-year review working in May 2011, humanitarian actors took stock of the level of 
implementation of the Inter Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Gender Marker Tool. The Gender Marker 
aims to measure/track inclusion of gender in projects and enable/build capacity of humanitarian teams to 
ensure women and men, boys and girls benefit equally from aid. The Tool was launched in Kenya last 
year- among few other pilot countries- during the development of the EHRP 2011+. The review of the 
implementation process notes that Kenyan actors have improved in designing projects that disaggregate 
gender data and target their beneficiaries better in line with gender needs. Some improvement is still 
required in the monitoring process of project implementation to ensure that all gender is reached 
adequately as reported and planned. Other challenges in the process include limited knowledge on the 
implementation of the Gender Marker tool as it is fairly new; implementing agencies have limited resource 
materials; and turnover of trained can inhibit agency process on the implementation process.  
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