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 SAVING
 LIVES
 CHANGING
LIVES

OUR LARGEST DONORS

In 2021, COVID-19 hit the country even 
harder in its second year, increasing the 
needs of many refugees and many 
Jordanians.

The food security of refugees significantly 
deteriorated in 2021, largely due to the loss 
of employment opportunities. WFP 
monitoring data showed that food 
insecurity increased from 67 percent in 
2019 to 80 percent in 2021.

Due to programme expansion in response 
to COVID-19, WFP reached 112 percent of  
the planned beneficiaries assisting over 1.2 
million Jordanians and refugees in 
communities and camps.

Financial shortfalls that emerged mid-year 
forced WFP to stop assistance to 21,000 
eligible refugees; lack of funding and 
pandemic-related restrictions also reduced 
the number of people supported through 
WFP’s resilience activities. School feeding 
activities continued to be disrupted given 
school closures.

In 2021, WFP’s primary partner remained 
the Government. WFP continued the 
provision of its support to the Ministry of 
Agriculture and the National Aid Fund (NAF) 
the main social protection agency in Jordan. 
It forged a new partnership with the 
Ministry of Social Development and 
strengthened its partnership with the 
Ministry of Education. WFP also supported 
the Government of Jordan in developing 
two national strategies, the National Food 
Security Strategy and the National School 
Feeding Strategy.

Photo Caption and Credit: The milk of human kindness: Thanks to the generosity of donors, Ali and Jamil are among thousands of refugee children provided with WFP 
assistance. Credit:Mohammad Battah

1,216,796 
Total beneficiaries in 2021

51%
female

49%
male

Beneficiaries by Programme Areas
Planned Actual

Overview

63,525
12,913

Asset Creation and 
Livelihood 

628,690
811,297

Unconditional 
Resources Transfer

$174.6M
Total actual cash 
transferred in 2021

1,573 mt
Total actual food 
transferred in 2021

$51.2K
Total actual 
commodity vouchers 
transferred in 2021

419,500
425,818

School-Based 
Programmes 

Beneficiaries by Modality

537,264
Total Actual 

Cash-Based Transfer 
Beneficiaries

Total Actual 
Commodity Voucher

beneficiaries

5,427770,376
Total Actual Food 

Beneficiaries



 Strategic
Outcome 02

Everyone has access to food

 Social Protection Schemes covering
Vulnerable Populations

 Strategic
Outcome 03 Increased self-reliance

 Strategic
Outcome 04 Strengthened Partnership

 Strategic
Outcome 01

21,000

420,000
Jordanian and Syrian school 
children received fortified date 
bars.

In 2021, food insecurity 
for refugees reached 80 
percent 

527,000
beneficiaries in camps 
and communities received 
unconditional resource transfers 
in 2021

eligible beneficiaries were 
suspended from WFP monthly 
food assistance due to the lack of 
funding

WFP signed a joint action 
plan with NCSCM, the Government 
custodian for emergency response 
and risk reduction

Sustainability Agenda

framework at the National Aid 
Fund and validated around 
250,000 families

WFP established a new 
M&E unit and

WFP supported the 
Ministry of Agriculture 

to develop the first national 
farmer registry in cooperation 
with other partners

            Between 1980 and 2019, 
7.5 million olive trees
were planted under the joint WFP-
MoA projects, representing 57 
percent of all olive trees in Jordan

Jordanian and Syrian people 
benefited from livelihoods 
activities

            WFP and other partners 
started implementing
the joint EU-MADAD funded 
project targeting vulnerable 
Jordanians and Syrian refugees

with the Ministry of Social 
Development

WFP signed a technical 
assistance agreement

development of the first-ever 
National School Feeding Strategy

WFP assisted the Ministry of 
Education with the 

development of the National Food 
Security Strategy led by MoA

WFP, FAO and other 
partners supported the

an innovation and 
entrepreneurship training 
targeting youth in Jordan 

WFP and UNICEF 
designed and launched

Participants provided with 
technical assistance and training 
around food security and nutrition 
sectors 

             WFP transferred around 
             USD 13 million on behalf 
of UNRWA, UNWomen and CRP, 
reaching over
72,000 beneficiaries.

smallholder farmers benefited from the Decapolis* project

*Decapolis is a local NGO start-up focusing on food safety and quality traceability. It owns a blockchain traceability platform that helps food producers to provide premium 
goods whose end-to-end supply and production chains comply with strict quality control standards.

 Around 13,000

100

Jordan has hosted more than one  
million refugees from Syria since 
the startof the crises, for over a 
decade. The current political and 
economic conditions in Syria limit 
any likelihood of significant  return  
of refugees in the short to 
medium-term.

Furthermore, resettlement programmes can 
only accommodate small numbers of refugees  
from Jordan and other countries.

WFP and the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) have therefore started 
working on a joint strategy to move forward with 
the sustainability agenda. This includes seven 
different working groups, including resilience 
building, analysis, advocacy, funding and 
profiling. The profiling group focuses on 
analysing capabilities of the refugee population, 
building an understanding of the household’s 
capacity for self-reliance. The results will enable 
support to be tailored to a family’s potential. 

While some families may only need support in 
finding employment; others will need skill 
development. The most vulnerable refugees will 
continue receiving the humanitarian assistance. 
This more granular approach towards assistance 
will be complemented by the development of 
systematic linkages between humanitarian and 
development programmes to support refugees 
who have the capacity and potential to become 
more self-reliant. Other focae will include 
harmonization with national social protection 
systems, fundraising and financial inclusion.

Building a more conducive environment for 
refugees to find work opportunities will require 
economic stimulation and job creation 
nationwide. Strengthening the existing 
coordination systems so that they are more 
inclusive and allow two-way referral between 
self-reliance activities and unconditional 
assistance will address refugee concerns about 
losing access to humanitarian assistance when 
engaging in development programmes. Financial 
inclusion is another cornerstone for refugees to 
become more self-reliant. Building a successful 
sustainability agenda depends on close 
communication with refugees to understand 
their perspectives, expectations and challenges.

While the sustainability agenda is being 
developed, it is essential to maintain 
appropriate levels of assistance, especially given 
the increasing poverty and vulnerability caused 
by the socio-economic impact of COVID19- and 
cuts in funding.
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