
More people, including a growing 
number of Venezuelans, are 
resorting to perilous crossings 
through the jungles of the Darien 
Gap in search of safety and stability. 
As the socio-economic impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic hits refugees 
and migrants from Venezuela in host 
countries across Latin America and 
the Caribbean, an increasing number 
are heading north, joining other 
groups of people on the move. 
Many of those who make the 
crossing – usually young adults and 
families – arrive in remote 
indigenous communities, hungry, 
dehydrated, exhausted and in need 
of medical attention.

Political crisis and economic and 
social factors have prompted 
hundreds of Haitians to leave their 
country. Nine Haitian babies 
reportedly died and were dumped in 
the sea as a group of people on the 
move attempted to reach Puerto 
Rico last month. According to the 
recently published Humanitarian 
Needs Overview 2022 for Haiti, 
some 4.9 million people are 
projected to be in need in 2022. 
Insecurity, violence, protection 
threats and displacement are 
expected to continue. 
The border between Ecuador and 
Colombia was fully reopened on 3 
March after remaining closed since 
2020. UNHCR and GTRM (Refugee 
and Migrants Working Group) 
partners are expecting an increase in 
movements of Colombians through 
regular crossings 

The Ombudsperson in Colombia 
alerted to the increase in cases of 
forced recruitment of children and 
adolescents in Cúcuta, El Zulia, 
Puerto Santander, Villa del Rosario 
and Tibú along the border with 
Venezuela. 
El Salvador declared a state of 
emergency after the highest spike in 
gang killings in two decades. Some 
62 people were murdered in one 
day, a record number since the 
country’s civil war. The state of 
emergency suspends the constitutio-
nal freedom of assembly and loosens 
rules on arrests for at least 30 days. 
Hours after the emergency regime 
was approved, soldiers and police 
officers took the streets and 
installed security checkpoints in 
neighbourhoods with high rates of 
crime and violence.

The response from the countries in 
the Americas to Ukrainian refugees 
is noteworthy. The ‘Canada-Ukraine 
Authorization for Emergency Travel’ 
allows Ukrainian nationals and their 
family members to stay in Canada 
for at least 2 years, while Argentina, 
Brazil and Guatemala also announ-
ced programmes for receiving 
Ukrainians. The United States 
announced its intention to welcome 
up to 100,000 Ukrainians and 
others fleeing Ukraine “through the 
full range of legal pathways,” 
including the U.S. Refugee 
Admission Program.
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PANDEMIC ON REFUGEES AND
MIGRANTS FROM VENEZUELA

IMPACT OF THE COVID-19

According to statistics from Panamanian authorities, the number of Venezuelans crossing the Darien Gap in the first two months of 2022 
(some 2,500) has almost reached the entire total for 2021 (2,819). The total number of people crossing the jungle so far this year has 
almost tripled compared to the same period last year, going from 2,928 in the first two months of 2021 to 8,456 in the same period of 
2022, including 1,367 girls, boys and adolescents.
The number of Nicaraguan refugees and asylum seekers in Costa Rica has doubled in the last eight months, reaching more than 
150,000, which represents a full 3 per cent of Costa Rica’s total population of five million. Nicaraguans are also increasingly seeking 
protection further afield. During the first two months of 2022, the number of asylum seekers from Nicaragua arriving in Mexico is nearly 
one-third of the asylum claims by Nicaraguans in all of 2021.
Colombian authorities have already delivered more than 700,000 cards with the Temporary Protection Status for Venezuelans. The 
government expects to deliver 1.8 million documents before August 7, when President Iván Duque's term in office will end. In February 
2022 an average of over 3,000 Venezuelan refugees and migrants travelled long the Cucuta – Bucaramanga route, mostly on foot, with 
an estimated 5 per cent returning to Venezuela.
Based on data from the newly implemented tool from the Refugee and Migrant Working Group (GTRM), some 260 refugees, 
asylum-seekers and migrants, mainly Venezuelans, were identified at Peru’s southern border of Tacna in one week. UNHCR provided 
over 160 people in transit to and from Chile with food boxes, hygiene kits and diapers.
The total number of asylum claims filed in Mexico so far in 2022 by Honduran nationals is 5,621, whereas the total number of asylum 
applications filed by Haitian nationals is 5,047 and by Cuban nationals 4,222. Haiti continues to be the top nationality in the number of 
claims when dependents of Chilean and Brazilian nationality are also considered.

Worsening socio-economic conditions aggravated by the pandemic, 
mean displaced women and girls are among those hardest hit. 
Gender inequality is both a root cause and a consequence of forced 
displacement. As we mark International Women’s Day, we urge 
governments, civil society and each of us and our communities to 
address gender inequality in all its forms and to support and promote 
the leadership, inclusion, and full participation of displaced women 
and girls. 
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Situational HighlightsSituational Highlights

Operational ContextOperational Context

Gillian Triggs
UNHCR Assistant High Commissioner for Protection

You can read the press release HERE. 
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UNHCR’s response in the AmericasUNHCR’s response in the Americas
UNHCR supports the Governments and host communities in welcoming asylum seekers and refugees through 
registration, legal aid, cash assistance, and donations of hygiene and cleaning kits, food and mattresses. It also 
provides psychosocial support, emergency shelter, vocational training, and activities to promote peaceful 
coexistence between refugees and the communities that host them. UNHCR is committed to support local, 
women-led, frontline responses and to strengthen our collaboration with women-led organizations - especially those 
led by refugees and stateless and internally displaced women and girls. Only a comprehensive regional approach 
can adequately respond to the needs of people on the move.
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Venezuelan family dream of a better future in new home in Ecuador

https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2022/3/622755294/covid-19-climate-crisis-worsen-inequalities-displaced-women-girls.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2022/3/6243298f4/number-venezuelans-crossing-darien-gap-soars.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2022/3/6243298f4/number-venezuelans-crossing-darien-gap-soars.html
https://gho.unocha.org/haiti
https://gho.unocha.org/haiti
https://www.r4v.info/es/colombia
https://elfaro.net/es/202203/el_salvador/26096/El-Salvador-en-R%C3%A9gimen-de-Excepci%C3%B3n-tras-jornada-de-m%C3%A1s-de-70-homicidios.htm
https://www.laprensagrafica.com/elsalvador/Autoridades-limitan-el-acceso-en-colonias-con-alto-indice-delincuencial-20220327-0061.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/03/24/fact-sheet-the-biden-administration-announces-new-humanitarian-development-and-democracy-assistance-to-ukraine-and-the-surrounding-region/
https://reporting.unhcr.org/document/1801
https://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2022/3/623d894c4/number-displaced-nicaraguans-costa-rica-doubles-year.html
https://www.migracioncolombia.gov.co/visibles
https://www.r4v.info/sites/default/files/2022-03/20220328_GTRM_Caracterizacion%20Tacna%20v1.pdf
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Coordination and partnershipCoordination and partnership

Response in progress: February 2022 Response in progress: February 2022 

An all-women’s cacao collective has brought support to its septuagenarian founder and 
much-needed income to its members, including asylum-seekers from Nicaragua. 
Things were looking bleak for Vicenta González, the 73-year-old owner of a cacao plantation in 
northern Costa Rica, near the border with Nicaragua. Vicenta and other local Costa Rican women 
and women refugees, including some survivors of domestic violence, banded together to tend to 
the plantation, making and selling chocolate and other products derived from cacao. An 
all-women’s cacao cooperative was born, which they named Cacaotica. More information HERE. 

Costa Rican and asylum-seeking women come together to save cacao 
plantation 

Stories from the field Stories from the field 

The R4V Regional Protection 
Sector, co-led by UNHCR and 
HIAS, hosted an in-person and 
virtual dialogue on protection in 
the region to define priorities and 
activities for the Regional 
Protection Sector. Some 43 
participants from seven UN 
agencies and 12 NGOs from 10 
di�erent countries represented 
the joint UN-NGO leadership of 
the 8 R4V National and 
Sub-Regional Protection Sectors.

7,753 people receiving cash 
assistance.

557 children receiving non-cash 
educational support.

258,779 people reached through 
information, awareness, and/or 
sensitization sessions.

?

Honduras led the first Pro 
Tempore Presidency Plenary 
Meeting of the Comprehensive 
Regional Protection and 
Solutions Framework (MIRPS), 
focused on the 2022 Work Plan 
which aims to i) create a regional 
strategic vision; ii) increase the 
dialogue on the underlying causes 
of displacement; and iii) promote 
regional technical and political 
dialogues. 

50,532 individuals receiving core
relief items (food or non-food items).

114 individuals accessing community 
centres, support spaces, or other 
structures.

38,052 people provided with 
temporary collective shelter solutions.

117 people of concern to UNHCR 
supported with documentation 
processes (non-cash support).

902 identified gender-based violence 
survivors who receive gender-based 
violence response services.

Ongoing initiatives...

Brazil. Santos FC and UNHCR 
renew their alliance focusing on 
portraying the reality of refugee 
women through content that will be 
disseminated with the Sereias da 
Vila, the women's soccer team of 
Santos FC.

Chile UNHCR, the municipality of 
Santiago and the telecommunica-
tions company WOM inaugurate 
connectivity points to strengthen 
education in three care centres 
for refugee and migrant children 
in Chile.

Ecuador. UNHCR and the European 
Union launch 360-degree interacti-
ve film on Venezuelan displacement 
in Ecuador.

El Salvador. UNHCR delivered 
200 hygiene kits to the Ministry of 
Local Development in support of 
forcibly displaced women and 
girls exposed to gender-based 
violence.

5,613 individuals receiving primary 
health services.

14,476 people receiving legal 
assistance.

1,232 individuals supported with 
labour market orientation or 
employability training
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Dara Argüello (left) and Vicenta González are the heart and 
soul of the all-female cacao collective Cacaotica.
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Venezuelan refugees and migrants live in isolated area in Mabaruma, Guyana.

A group of refugees and migrants walks 
towards the village of Canaan in the far south 

of Panama after crossing the Darien Gap.
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https://www.acnur.org/es/noticias/press/2022/3/623001d44/santos-fc-y-acnur-renuevan-su-alianza-y-promueven-acciones-de-solidaridad.html
https://www.acnur.org/es/noticias/press/2022/3/624476ce4/acnur-y-wom-inauguran-puntos-de-conectividad-para-fortalecer-educacion.html
https://ontheotherside360.org/
https://www.acnur.org/noticias/press/2022/3/623ce2494/acnur-entrega-a-mindel-kits-de-higiene-para-mujeres-desplazadas-forzosamente.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/stories/2022/3/622657fa4/costa-rican-asylum-seeking-women-together-save-cacao-plantation.html


Americas Operational Update
March 2022

23,197 children supported by 
UNHCR and/or implementing partners 
(via case management).

For more information, contact: Sonia Giannone - Senior Donor Relations O�cer - giannone@unhcr.org | Carla Calvo - Reporting O�cer: calvoc@unhcr.org | 
Vanessa Villalibre - Associate Reporting O�cer - villalib@unhcr.org | For media requests: Jenny Barchfield - Communication/Public Information O�cer - barchfie@unhcr.org | 
Sibylla Brodzinsky - Communication/Public Information O�cer - brodzins@unhcr.org

Thanks to donors in 2022:

UNHCR’s humanitarian response in the Americas is 
made possible thanks to the generous support of 
major donors who have contributed unrestricted 
funding to UNHCR’s global operations and to donors 
who have generously contributed directly to UNHCR 
operations in the Americas. UNHCR is appealing for 
$779.6 million in funding in 2022 to respond to the 
most pressing needs in the Americas. As of 29 
March, donors had contributed with $65 million. 

Unless timely funding is provided in the region, 
displaced communities and all stakeholders to 
transform systems and harmful social norms that 
perpetuate gender inequality and discrimination, we 
risk leaving refugee and forcibly displaced women 
and girls behind. We fear existing gender inequalities 
will only deepen from the impacts of climate change - 
from inequities in access to natural resources, legal 
rights, livelihood opportunities, formalized safety 
nets, technologies and information, and more. 

And to our private donors:
Howard G. Bu�et Foundation | International Olympic Committee | The L’Oreal Foundation | Private donors Brazil | Private donors Mexico | 
Private donors Spain | Swedish Postcode Lottery 

Funding the response in 2022  Funding the response in 2022  

Don’t miss...Don’t miss...
Football Club Barcelona signs a new 
partnership with UNHCR. FC Barcelona and 
its Foundation will support UNHCR 
sports-related programmes, across four 
continents, and provide in-kind contributions 
of sporting materials and technical 
expertise.

Keyri fled El Salvador to save 
her life. She is now helping 
other trans women and 
LGBTIQ+ refugees to start 
over in Guatemala.

In Ecuador, young 
'influencers' create 
content with useful 
information for people 
on the move.

A women-led NGO wins UNHCR 
innovation award for its work with 
women and girls in Venezuela, which 
focuses on building their leadership 
skills, connecting them to networks 
and supporting their integration into 
Peruvian society.

Do you want more info? Check https://reporting.unhcr.org/americas

Notes:
1. The financial requirements for The Americas are for the operations in Belize, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Mexico, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, United States of America and Venezuela
2. The percentage funded (8%) and total funding amount ($65,039,704) are indicative based on the methodology described above. This 
leaves an indicative funding gap of $714,543,557 representing 92% of the financial requirements

UNHCR’s financial requirements 20221
$ 779.6 million

Ecuador: 
Monthly 
Update

El Salvador: 
External 
Update

Spotlight Publications in the AmericasSpotlight Publications in the Americas
Panama:
Monthly
Update

Brazil:  
February 
Newsletter

European Union

https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2022/3/623c47ef4/fc-barcelona-unhcr-unite-forcibly-displaced-children-worldwide.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2022/3/623c47ef4/fc-barcelona-unhcr-unite-forcibly-displaced-children-worldwide.html
https://twitter.com/ACNURamericas/status/1505394104104071173
https://www.acnur.org/noticias/press/2022/3/6226b2e34/ong-peruana-gana-premio-de-acnur-a-la-innovacion-por-su-trabajo-con-mujeres.html
https://twitter.com/ACNURamericas/status/1509712274663092230
https://reporting.unhcr.org/document/1968
https://reporting.unhcr.org/document/2027
https://reporting.unhcr.org/document/1983
https://reporting.unhcr.org/document/1882
https://reporting.unhcr.org/americas



