
Enhancing COVID-19 preparedness and response
to protect remote islands in Northern Micronesia

Objective
To strengthen COVID-19 preparedness 
efforts and capacity to respond to COVID-19 
community transmission and other acute 
emergencies in the Marshall Islands, Federated 
States of Micronesia (FSM) and Palau, with a 
special focus on remote and outer islands.

Background
The Marshall Islands and FSM are two of 
the few places in the world to have never, 
as yet, detected community transmission of 
COVID-19. However, as many of the Pacific 
island countries have experienced, COVID-19 
may enter the countries and spread to 
communities within a very short time period. 
Having managed the first wave of community 
spread successfully, Palau also needs to 
further strengthen its response capacity as 
well as preparedness for other outbreaks or 
emergencies. Considering the lower vaccination 
coverage and limited medical resources in 
many of the remote areas and outer islands, 
people living in these areas are at a greater 
risk of negative outcomes from COVID-19. 
It is important to strengthen the systems for 
emergency and pre-hospital care in these areas 
to protect people and save lives.

Activity plans
The project will support the Member States 
in the establishment and training of national 
Emergency Medical Teams (EMT), specifically:

• Building capacity: Deploy EMT experts and 
provide training to newly established EMTs, 
especially on preparedness to treat patients 
and on infection prevention and control. 

• Enhancing medical response capacity: 
Purchase and supply critical medical, non-
medical and telecommunication equipment 

and supplies needed to support EMTs to 
work in remote islands.

• Enhancing logistics capacity: Deploy 
biomedical engineers to provide training 
to personnel and logisticians needed to 
maintain medical equipment.

• Raising awareness on COVID-19 in 
communities: Conduct trainings and 
activities to enhance awareness and 
response capabilities of primary health care 
workers and community members in remote 
islands.

PROJECT BRIEFING SHEET

The WHO-supported Tonga Emergency Medical Assistance Team (TEMAT) deploys 
to remote Ha’apai Islands in the immediate aftermath of the volcanic eruption and 
tsunami in Tonga. WHO aims to support FSM, Marshall Islands and Palau with similar 
strengthened capacities for rapid deployment of EMTs.

Implementing entities
WHO Country Liaison Office for Northern 
Micronesia and the Western Pacific Region’s 
Division of Pacific Technical Support

Period
15 March 2022 to 14 March 2023 (12 months)

Budget
US$ 697,101 (funded by the Government of 
Japan)


