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Situation Report #4 

Highlights 

• Four consecutive missed rainy seasons have caused 

9.88 million people to be food insecure in the 

drought-affected regions of Ethiopia.  

 

• WFP has been forced to cut food rations to 2.4 

million people and only treat 17 percent of the 

malnourished children and mothers across southern 

and south-eastern Ethiopia due to severe funding 

shortages. 

 

• Through WFP’s activities to build community 

resilience and help pastoralists adapt to climate 

change, 14 hectares of drought-affected land has 

been prepared to be rehabilitated with WFP’s 

support.  

 

 

  
 

 

 
3.3 million people 
provided with food, 
cash and nutrition 
assistance 

119,000 children 
provided with school 
meals in June 

 

9.88 million people in 

need of assistance in 

drought-affected 

regions of Ethiopia 

 

50,000 agro-

pastoralists reached 

with resilience building 

activities 

 

Ethiopia 

Drought Response 

Situation Overview 

Severe drought has caused 9.88 million people to be food insecure in the drought-affected regions of Ethiopia, including 3.3 

million in the Somali Region, 3.3 million in the Oromia Region and 1.1 million people in the Southern Nations, Nationalities 

and Peoples region. Another 2.18 million people need assistance in other areas of the country.    

 

While the seasonal gu short rains took place erratically in March and April, they were far below normal and did not replenish water 

resources in any of the affected areas. In the Somali Region, the current kiremt long rains are being only received in the Fafan and Sitti 

zones. As a result, in the Jigjiga markets, the prices of local wheat, maize and sorghum increased drastically, by 39%, 26%, and 20% 

respectively, from May to June. In the Oromia Region, there are currently 249,000 IDPs and 341,000 people are severely affected by 

the drought in Guji Zone – where at least 180,000 livestock have died. WFP has not been providing nutrition support to the zone thus 

far due to insecurity. In the Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples’ Region, varying levels of rainfall have been received across 

the Guraghe, Silte and Hadiya zones recently. Still, due to the shortened growing season, below average harvests are expected. This 

will particularly be the case in the Welayta, Halaba, Gofa, Gamo and Konso zones, which have received less rain.  

 

In response, WFP is supporting families with a combination of emergency relief, nutrition support and resilience building actions to 

save lives in the short-term and build resilience in the long-term. Food assistance is being delivered in the Somali Region to 2.4 million 

people, but with a reduced ration due to funding shortfalls. WFP also treats 40,000 malnourished children and mothers in the region 

with specialized nutritious foods and supports 12,000 agro-pastoralists with trainings on small-scale, drought-resistant agricultural 

techniques and entrepreneurial skills to help them build a flourishing business and diversify their livelihoods. Meanwhile in the Oromia 

Region and the Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples’ Region, WFP is delivering specialized nutritious foods to 102,000 mothers 

and children to address acute malnutrition concerns and providing nutritious school meals to 119,000 children whose families have 

been affected by the drought. 

 

 

3.5 million people 

that WFP aims to 

support in its drought 

response plan  

 



 

  

 
WFP Ethiopia Drought Response Situation Report #4 | June 2022 

 

Page  2 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food Assistance  

• In the Somali Region, WFP was able to support 2.4 million people through 2022’s Round 1 distribution in April and May, but 

due to insufficient funding, WFP had to provide a reduced cereal ration of 12 kgs per person per month – down from the 

usual 15kgs. Due to funding shortfalls, the cereal ration has been reduced further to 10kgs per person during Round 2, which 

is ongoing - 760,000 people have been reached thus far, 30 percent of the target of 2.4 million people.  

• Rounds 4 and 5 of cash distributions to 650,000 drought affected people in the Somali Region have been completed, with 

over ETB 547 million (US $10.4 million) disbursed in total. 

Nutrition Assistance 

• Malnutrition in drought affected areas of Ethiopia has drastically increased in recent months. For example, in the Somali 

Region, the Global Acute Malnutrition rate of children under the age of five and pregnant and breastfeeding women and girls 

is 20 percent which is above the emergency threshold of 15 percent; two percent are suffering from Severe Acute 

Malnutrition and 18 percent from Moderate Acute Malnutrition. In the Oromia Region, preliminary results from a recently 

concluded nutrition screening also show high levels of wasting among both children under the age of five and pregnant and 

breastfeeding women and girls.  

• To prevent further deterioration, WFP complements food relief with nutrition programming, providing specialized nutritious 

foods to malnourished children 6-59 months and pregnant and breastfeeding women in drought affected Somali, Oromia and 

SNNP regions.  
o With sufficient funding, WFP would aim to provide nutrition support to 844,000 children between the age of six and 59 

months and pregnant and breastfeeding women and girls in drought-affected areas: 451,000 in the Somali Region, 

313,000 in the Oromia Region and 79,000 in the SNNP Region.  

• In the Somali Region, WFP reached 40,000 children and mothers with nutrition support in June.   

• In the Oromia Region, WFP reached 26,000 children and mothers with nutrition support in June.   

• In the Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples Region, WFP reached 76,000 children and mothers with nutrition support in 

June.     

• To prevent wasting, WFP is seeking US $16 million to provide support to 81,500 vulnerable drought-hit households hosting 

pregnant, lactating women and children between the age of 6 and 59 months. So far, WFP has received US $3.2 million, enough 

to support 6,000 households for 12 months. 
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School Feeding  

• WFP’s school feeding programmes function as a social safety net, encouraging families to keep sending their children to 

school: in Ethiopia, the value of school meals is equivalent to approximately 10 percent of household income. When several 

children are enrolled in school, the provision of school meals can translate into substantial savings. In addition, nutritious 

school meals help students to focus during their classes and retain more during their education.  

• In the Oromia Region, WFP provided school meals to over 62,000 in children in June.  

• In the Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples’ Region, WFP provided school meals to over 57,000 children in June.  

• In the Somali Region, even though over 1,000 schools have been affected by the drought, WFP has been unable to carry out 

school feeding programmes due to lack of funding. WFP is seeking US $800,000 to support 50,000 school children in the 

most drought-affected areas of the region with school meals for an entire semester of education.  

 

Climate Adaptation and Resilience  

• WFP is supporting drought-affected communities of agro-pastoralists in the Somali Region prepare for and manage climate 

shocks by providing microinsurance, fostering savings and lending schemes, and helping boost their livelihoods: 

o Microinsurance against climate shocks: In the Somali Region, WFP is insuring over 28,000 agro-pastoralists’ livestock 

against extreme climate shocks, such as drought, through its Satellite Index Insurance for Pastoralists (SIIPE) 

programme. All households involved in the programme received a payout in December, February, and March to 

help them cope with livestock losses caused by the drought’s devastating impacts. In total, US $1.8 million (90.6 

million ETB) was distributed during the three consecutive insurance payouts. 

▪ Also through the SIIPE programme, WFP has strengthened the capacity of communities in the Somali 

Region to prepare for climate shocks before they turn into humanitarian disasters using early warning 

systems. In 2021, WFP sent early warning messages about the drought to over 10,000 agro-pastoralists in 

the Somali Region and is aiming to support more than 37,000 in the region with these messages in 2022. 

WFP is seeking an additional US $1.3 million to extend support through the SIIPE programme to a further 

18,000 at-risk agro-pastoralists. 

o Boosting agro-pastoralist’s livelihoods and restoring degraded land: WFP provides livelihood support both on and off 

the farm to over 12,000 agro-pastoralists in the Somali Region by helping them construct irrigation canals, 

conducting trainings on smart agricultural practices, providing agricultural inputs such as seeds and fertilizer and 

improving their access to markets where they can sell their produce. WFP had also supported farmers in the Gode 

woreda to rehabilitate over 14 hectares of drought-affected land by digging 3,884 half-moon formations to capture 

water and help re-grow pasture in the arid areas as of the end of June.  

o Fostering savings and lending schemes: WFP also supports agro-pastoralists in the Somali Region to save, lend and 

invest money in their livestock and crop production through the establishment of Village Saving and Loan 

Associations (VSLAs); 148 of which have been established thus far. Financial literacy and small-scale entrepreneurial 

trainings are a critical part of the VSLAs.  
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Funding Outlook 

Immediate and scaled-up assistance is critical to avoid a 

major humanitarian crisis in the drought-affected areas 

of Ethiopia and help communities become more resilient 

to extreme climate shocks. WFP urgently needs US $277 

million to provide this assistance over the next eight 

months, responding to the needs of 3.5 million of the 

most drought-affected people.  

Donors (in alphabetical order): 

Canada, Ethiopia Humanitarian Fund, France, 

Germany, Italy, Luxemburg, Norway, Sweden, 

Switzerland, UN Central Emergency Response Fund, 

the United Kingdom and the United States. 

Net Funding Requirements (July - December 2022) 

 

US $277 million  

Activity 1 (General Food 

Distributions) 

US $201 million 

Activity 2 (Nutrition Activities) US $70 million 

Activity 4 (School Feeding) US $1 million 

Activity 5 (Climate Adaptation 

and Resilience Building) 

US $5 million 

 

 

Contacts 

Claude Jibidar, WFP Ethiopia Representative & Country Director 

Jennifer Bitonde, WFP Ethiopia Deputy Country Director 

 

Adrienne Bolen, Reports Officer 

For further information, visit: 

www.wfp.org/countries/Ethiopia 
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