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Central and East Africa: 

United Nations Humanitarian United Nations Humanitarian United Nations Humanitarian United Nations Humanitarian 
Chief to Visit UgandaChief to Visit UgandaChief to Visit UgandaChief to Visit Uganda    

John Holmes, United Nations Under-Secretary-General for 
Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, is 
expected to undertake his second mission to Africa since tak-
ing office on 1 March 2007, including visits to OCHA offices in  
Nairobi, Kenya, and Uganda. 

While in Uganda, John Holmes is expected to meet with sen-
ior Government officials and members of the United Nations 
and wider humanitarian community. He is also expected to 
travel to the north of the country to assess the humanitarian 
situation there. 

The mission comes at a time of renewed hope for the peace 
process in Uganda. On 14 April, the Cessation of Hostilities 
Agreement between the Government of Uganda and the 
Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) from August 2006 was ex-
tended to 30 June 2007. The coming months are considered 
critical to the humanitarian situation and the future of the 
process to end 21 years of conflict between the LRA and the 
Ugandan Government (see page 3). 

 

 

Rift Valley Fever in Tanzania: 

Government Ready with Emergency Government Ready with Emergency Government Ready with Emergency Government Ready with Emergency     

Response PlanResponse PlanResponse PlanResponse Plan    

While Rift Valley Fever (RVF) is largely under control in Kenya, 
the disease still claims lives in Tanzania. 

Since January human and animal cases of RVF have been 
reported in 9 and 13 regions respectively of Tanzania. A total 
of 248 human cases including 88 deaths have been reported 
to the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare.  Furthermore, the 
incidence of the disease in humans may  well be higher, as 
some less severe cases may remain unreported.  

Animal cases have been confirmed in 13 of  Tanzania's 21 
districts and there is concern about a potential spread to cur-
rently unaffected areas.  In addition, the ongoing heavy rains 
have the potential to further aggravate the situation. 

Volume 1 , Issue 3  

May 2007 

n  e  w  s  m  a  k  e  r 

Humanitarian 
OCHA OCHA OCHA OCHA Regional Office for Central and East Africa 

Fotos: IRIN 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

In this issue:   In this issue:   In this issue:   In this issue:   ►USG/ERC John Holmes expected in Nairobi and Uganda  ►Long rains have arrived in the Horn of Africa  

►Rift Valley Fever takes its toll in Tanzania  ►Humanitarians and peacekeepers targeted in Darfur  ►Islamic Relief Worldwide 

establishes a presence in Chad to assist IDPs and refugees  ►Search for peace in northern Uganda ►Follow-up to these 

developments and more regional humanitarian information:  http://ochaonline.un.org/rocea   ►To use links in this PDF 

document: Select Text and copy search string into browser. 

The Government of Tanzania is concerned that the disease 
could have a negative effect on long term food security and 
on the livestock industry in addition to the short term effects 
on human and animal health. Pastoralists are particularly vul-
nerable as a high risk group for RVF infection and because 
their nutrition and livelihoods depend on their livestock. 
Other groups at risk are those who are malnourished - par-
ticularly children under five years of age - and groups in close 
contact with potentially infected carcasses in for instance 
slaughterhouses. 

The Government has developed an inter-ministerial Emer-
gency Response Plan for Rift Valley Fever to address the prob-
lem. The United Nations System in Tanzania together with 
partner organizations have also outlined response plans in 
support of the Government strategy.   

These programmes include animal and human health inter-
ventions and as well as public awareness campaigns at na-
tional and community level - the latter particularly among 
health care professionals and livestock keepers. The United 
Nations System in Tanzania has urgently requested US$ 1.2 
million to undertake essential emergency response activities.    

 

 

 

RVF cases in  
Tanzania, as of 
25th April 2007.  
Source: WHO 
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In West Darfur, for example, a key road has been re-opened for 
humanitarian traffic after being declared a no-go zone in Octo-
ber 2006, the United Nations peacekeeping mission UNMIS 
reports. Efforts are also underway to resume humanitarian 
operations in Abaata area after a series of road incidents over 
the past few months and in South Darfur, NGOs are slowly 
returning to the Adilla area after suspending operations in 
December 2006. 

But those initiatives come after serious set-backs for humanitar-
ian work over the past month. In April, thirteen humanitarian 
vehicles were hijacked, four humanitarian convoys were am-
bushed and 17 NGO staff were abducted.  On April 30, six 
members of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees were 
briefly abducted by unknown gunmen while traveling in west 
Darfur. 

From incidents recorded by OCHA Sudan in April, there was, 
on a daily basis, a killing, an attack on a NGO compound or a 
carjacking of NGO or United Nations vehicles, compromising 
humanitarian space in Darfur: 

6 April: Armed men stole everything from a World Vision com-
pound in Duma in South Darfur.   

8 and 9 April: In West Darfur, two NGO compounds (Comitee 
An Medical and Medair) were broken into with the purpose of 
stealing vehicles. Both attempts failed due to the intervention 
of security guards.  Another break-in into the compound of 
Partner Aid International in North Darfur was similarly 
thwarted, but the guard was beaten up and robbed.   

9 April: A Ministry of Health (MoH) vehicle on a vaccination 
campaign was ambushed in South Darfur. One MoH staff was 
injured by gunshot. The same day, fighting involving Chadian 
military, Chadian rebels and the Sudanese army led to the relo-
cation of 14 non-essential NGO staff from For Baranga to Ge-
neina in West Darfur.   

10 April: In West Darfur, a shoot-out between Police and 
armed Arab men in the Dorti camp resulted in the suspension 
of all humanitarian activities in the camp. 

11 April: A NGO convoy was stopped and passengers robbed 
by two armed men in South Darfur. 

16 and 17 April: 39 aid workers from five NGOs were relo-
cated from Um Dukhum in West Darfur to Nyala in South Dar-
fur. This has disrupted vital assistance to some 100,000 conflict-
affected people.   

21 April: Humanitarian activities were suspended in Kalma 
camp in South Darfur after the hijacking of a vehicle belonging 
to CARE inside the camp.  

23 April: In West Darfur, humanitarian activities were sus-
pended in Ardamata camp after armed youth stopped a chil-
dren’s activity and beat up three NGO staff. 

30 April: Six UNHCR staff members in a convoy were attacked 

on their way to a refugee camp 80 km west of El Geneina. 

Peacekeepers of the African Union Mission in Sudan (AMIS) 
have also been targeted. In April, five Senegalese AMIS soldiers 
were killed while protecting a water point on the Chad-Sudan 
border, the single worst attack on AMIS since deployment be-
gan in mid-2004. One Ghanaian and one Rwandan peace-
keeper were also killed in mid-April and a helicopter carrying 
the AMIS Deputy Force Commander was shot at.  

Somalia-Kenya-Ethiopia: 

Long Rains and Short Recoveries in the Long Rains and Short Recoveries in the Long Rains and Short Recoveries in the Long Rains and Short Recoveries in the 

Horn of Africa Horn of Africa Horn of Africa Horn of Africa     

The long rains have arrived in the Horn of Africa and with 
them, the risk of renewed flooding and related diseases. Pre-
dictions from Somalia Water and Land Information Manage-
ment (www.faoswalim.org) indicate that the water levels are 
expected to be within the normal range for this time of the 
year, but even normal rainfall may cause flooding. In addi-
tion,  insecurity and overlapping crises across the region has 
left little or no time for recovery in-between shocks and peo-
ple are vulnerable and ill-prepared for events such as flood-
ing and epidemics.  

In SomaliaSomaliaSomaliaSomalia, heavy fighting in the capital Mogadishu in March 
and April resulted in displacement of some 365,000 civilians, 
almost a third of the city’s population The large-scale dis-
placement has occurred within a short time and has led to a 
humanitarian crisis where basic necessities such as clean wa-
ter and sanitation, health care, medicine, food and shelter are 
stretched beyond the capacity to meet the needs of the dis-
placed. (http://ochaonline.un.org/somalia) 

The situation for the displaced in Somalia could worsen with 
the start of the long Gu rains. Forecasts have predicted the 
risk of flooding in May in the upper catchments areas of the 
Shabelle and Juba rivers in Ethiopia with a possible affect on 
villages along the rivers flowing down into Somalia.  

Eric Laroche, the United Nations Humanitarian Coordinator 
for Somalia, has expressed concern over the combination of 
crises in Somalia which include periods of drought, flash 
floods, the spread of disease and the ongoing fighting.  

Acute Watery Diarhhoea (AWD) outbreaks continue to 
spread across Somalia and are found in the same areas 
where the newly displaced are concentrated. WHO estimate 
that between 1 January and 31 March 2007, 12,429 cases of 
AWD and 414 related deaths were reported from Central 
and South Somalia.  

In EthiopiaEthiopiaEthiopiaEthiopia, normal and above normal rainfall continued to 
fall in the south-western highlands in April. Substantial 
amounts of rain have been recorded in especially Gedo re-
gion. 

In KenyaIn KenyaIn KenyaIn Kenya, the Meteorological Department says that the long 
rainy season is at its peak in areas situated in western and 
south western Kenya, with most parts already experiencing 
slightly enhanced rainfall.  

The Kenya Red Cross has warned that heavy floods could 
once again affect the country and a health alert has been 
issued by the Busia District Red Cross Co-ordinator to avert 
possible outbreak of water borne diseases.  

The Kenya Red Cross has recorded some 2,469 people dis-
placed following the floods in parts of Budalangi, a flood 
prone area in Western Kenya, and is currently distributing 
non food items to affected populations.  

In 2006, the floods displaced 40,000 people and put be-
tween 1.5 and 1.8 million people at risk in the Horn of Africa.  

 

Humanitarians face up-hill battle in Darfur: 

Day by Day, More Humanitarian Space Is Day by Day, More Humanitarian Space Is Day by Day, More Humanitarian Space Is Day by Day, More Humanitarian Space Is 

CompromisedCompromisedCompromisedCompromised    

While humanitarian workers and African Union peace-
keepers are faced with violence, abductions, killings and car-
jackings in Darfur, the humanitarian community continues to 
explore ways to increase access to vulnerable populations 
and resume activities.  
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AMIS troops have been targeted in Darfur 
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17 peacekeepers have so far been killed in Darfur, 
creating a deterrent to the further deployment of African Un-
ion troops.  

http://ochaonline.un.org/sudan 

 

Uganda: 

Recent Agreements Raise Hope for Recent Agreements Raise Hope for Recent Agreements Raise Hope for Recent Agreements Raise Hope for     

Displaced in Northern UgandaDisplaced in Northern UgandaDisplaced in Northern UgandaDisplaced in Northern Uganda    

The successful review of the Cessation of Hostilities Agree-
ment (CHA) between the Government of Uganda (GoU) and 
the Lords Resistance Army (LRA) undertaken on 14th April 
provides optimism in resolving the 21 year old conflict in 
northern Uganda.  

The CHA that has been extended to 30 June was first signed 
in August 2006. In addition, the very recent Ugandan govern-
ment and LRA agreement on Comprehensive Solutions to the 
Northern Uganda conflict provides further hope for the even-
tual return of displaced persons to their homes.  

Majority of the displaced remain anxious over the outcome of 
the peace process in Juba and have opted to move to settle-
ment sites closer to their homes but not yet to their actual 
homes of origin, as they fear the potential for renewed out-
break of hostilities should peace talks break down.  

This uncertainty translates into complex humanitarian pro-
gramming with camp populations, those on the move to-
wards return and those that have returned all requiring con-
tinued humanitarian assistance. The agreement on Compre-
hensive Solutions is a welcome opportunity to address the 
state of the displaced populations.  

The agreement intends to look at various issues among them, 
ensuring equal opportunities, Internally Displaced Persons 
and reconstruction of Northern Uganda, land and restocking 
of cattle in the war affected areas. 

The Emergency Humanitarian Action Plan (EHAP), a short 
term scaled-up programme to improve humanitarian condi-
tions in the North, is due to expire at the end of June and 
hand over to the Government’s Peace, Recovery and Develop-
ment Programme (PRDP) in July.  

The UN special envoy, former Mozambican president Joaquim 
Chissano, has played a key role in reviving the peace talks in 
consultation with the five observer countries to the talks 
Kenya, South Africa, Tanzania, Mozambique and DRC.  

 

Chad-Darfur-CAR: 

Islamic Relief to Focus on IDPs and Islamic Relief to Focus on IDPs and Islamic Relief to Focus on IDPs and Islamic Relief to Focus on IDPs and     

Refugees in ChadRefugees in ChadRefugees in ChadRefugees in Chad    

With initial focus on delivering humanitarian relief to inter-
nally displaced persons (IDP) in Chad, the International NGO 
Islamic Relief Worldwide (IRW) has established an office in the 
capital N’djamena and a representation in Abeche close to 
the border with Darfur in Sudan. 

“We feel confident that we can begin delivering relief right 
away” says Cassiem Khan, IRW South Africa Country Director, 
who officially opened the office on 3 May. IRW has already 
provided relief to refugees from Darfur in a camp in Chad on 
2 May, and expect to continue humanitarian operations in the 
area in the coming months in collaboration with UNHCR and 
in consultation with local authorities, says Cassiem Khan. 

IRW’s intention is later on to provide water and sanitation 
facilities to the growing number of refugees from both Darfur 
and the Central African Republic (CAR), but this is to be dis-
cussed further with UNHCR, he says. 

IRW’s humanitarian operations in Chad have a budget of 
553,000 Euros for 2007 depending on available funding. 
150,000 Euros are for the opening and function of the N’dja-
mena office which to begin with is staffed with four local em-
ployees. 

According to UNHCR, there were 283,101 refugees in Chad 
as of 31 March. 236,810 of them are from Sudan and 46,291 
from CAR. Chad also has some 140,000 IDPs. 

    

Selected ReadingSelected ReadingSelected ReadingSelected Reading    

Northern Uganda: Seizing the Opportunity for Peace. ICG 

Policy Report, 26 April 2007. 

http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=4791&l=1 

Last in Line, Last in School. How donors are failing children in 

conflict-affected fragile states. Save the Children. 

www.savethechildren.org 

Alive and Well? Status of young child survival and develop-

ment in eastern and southern Africa. www.unicef.org 

Denied Refuge. The effect of the closure of the Kenya/Somalia 

border on thousands of Somali asylum-seekers and refugees. 

www.amnestyusa.org 
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25 May  

  

Africa Day. Anniversary of the establishment 
of the Organisation for African Unity, now 
known as the African Union. www.africa-
union.org 

29 May International day of United Nations               
Peacekeepers 
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