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Somalia • Famine & Drought  
Situation Report No. 32  
25 January 2012  

 

This report is produced by OCHA Somalia in collabor ation with humanitarian partners. It was issued 
by OCHA in New York. It covers the period from 18 t o 25 January 2012. The next report will be issued 
on 1 February 2012.  
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• MSF has announced the closure of two of its medical centres in Hodan district, Mogadishu. 
• The Garowe Municipality in Puntland has begun the forced relocation of IDPs from one of the IDP 

settlements in the city. 
• Media reports suggest that men are leaving IDP camps in Mogadishu to return home for the harvest. 

 
II. Situation Overview 

 
Six months after famine was declared in parts of southern Somalia, hundreds of thousands of Somalis 
continue to face hunger, displacement, outbreaks of violence and the threat of malaria, cholera and measles. 
While many thousands of lives were saved in the scale-up after the declaration of famine in July, 
humanitarian needs will persist and will continue to need the support of donors and the international 
community until at least September 2012.  

 
Following the killing of two of its 
staff on 29 December, Médecins 
Sans Frontières (MSF) 
announced the closure of two 
120-bed medical facilities in 
Hodan district of Mogadishu. The 
closure of these facilities, MSF’s 
biggest operations in Mogadishu, 
will reduce its medical assistance 
in Mogadishu by half. Since 
August 2011, the medical centres 
have treated 12,000 
malnourished children, 1,200 
cases of diarrhoea, and 861 
measles cases, and vaccinated 
67,200 children against measles. 
The statement by MSF follows 
last week’s announcement by 
ICRC to temporarily suspend its 
food and seeds distributions in 
southern Somalia until it receives 
assurances from the authorities 
controlling those areas that 
distributions can take place 
unimpeded and reach all those in 
need, as previously agreed.  
 
The Garowe Municipality in 
Puntland has begun the forced 
relocation of internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) from the Shabelle 
Settlement to a new site close to 
the Jawle Settlement, behind 
Garowe prison. According to field 

reports, IDP shelters in Shabelle were demolished by day labourers hired by the municipality, with the 
support of the Puntland Police Force. The IDPs, the majority of whom are women and children, were forcibly 
transported in trucks to the new site, and were not provided any food, water or shelter. Similar relocations 
are planned for 25 January and are expected to affect more than 700 families, most of whom are from the 
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Bay and Bakool regions. A task force comprising UNHCR, OCHA, the Ministry of Interior and other relevant 
organizations will meet to examine ways to engage the Puntland leaders on the matter. 
 
Media reports suggest that men from the IDP settlements in and around Mogadishu are returning to their 
homes, mostly in Bay and Bakool, for the harvest and preparation for the planting season, leaving women 
and children behind. The lack of funds for transport costs is preventing women and children from returning 
home. 
 
During the reporting period, the forced recruitment of children by Al Shabaab and the closure of Koranic 
schools was reported at a Protection Cluster meeting in Mogadishu. It was also reported that this was 
causing displacement of young people and their families from Lower and Middle Shabelle regions.  
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response in Southern So malia 
 

FOOD ASSISTANCE  
Needs: Humanitarian partners are seeking to provide food assistance to four million food insecure people 
throughout the country, including three million in southern Somalia. 
 
Response:  Based on reports received so far, an estimated 593,530 beneficiaries were reached with food 
assistance from 1 to 22 January. The latest available information indicates that more than 1.7 million people 
received food assistance in Somalia during December 2011. This includes 569,175 in Mogadishu and 
469,693 people in the rest of the south (35 per cent of the population in crisis in southern Somalia), 284,660 
in the central regions (38 per cent of the population in crisis) and 379,141 in Somaliland and Puntland (84 
per cent of the population in crisis). The number of people receiving food assistance in December 
significantly decreased compared to the previous two months. Over 2.6 million people were assisted in 
October and 2.15 million in November. This is primarily attributed to access challenges since the Al Shabaab 
ban. The December figure does not include beneficiaries reached by agencies funded by the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation (OIC). 
 
Gaps and Constraints: Although the food security situation will remain critical in the coming months, the 
medium term impact of the Al Shabaab ban is difficult to ascertain as it will be temporarily offset by the 
January to March harvest (Deyr), predicted to be normal. The Deyr harvest typically provides households 
with livelihoods that revolve around agriculture or agricultural labor with access to cereals until the end of 
April. Households not directly benefiting from the harvest will remain vulnerable during this period. Without 
food assistance, their food and nutrition security could deteriorate, eroding the gains of the scale-up in 
operations between September and November. 
 
At least US$7 million is required to enable partners with access in southern and central Somalia to reach an 
additional average figure of 280,000 beneficiaries per month during the first quarter of 2012. In the absence 
of this funding, the number of people not receiving assistance in these areas is expected to further increase. 
The cluster estimates that 1.8 million people in need in the south did not receive emergency food assistance 
from cluster members in December due to the ban. The Cluster will meet this week to review the gaps in the 
response for southern and central regions, as well as the capacity of partners to immediately scale up if 
funding becomes available. 
 

NUTRITION 
Needs: In July 2011, the Somalia Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit (FSNAU) estimated that 450,000 
children were acutely malnourished throughout the country, including 333,524 children in southern Somalia. 
The cluster aimed to reach 270,000 acutely malnourished children from July to December 2011. In addition, 
56,000 of the estimated 140,000 pregnant and 
lactating women were targeted between July and 
December 2011. 
 
Response: Since January 2011, Nutrition Cluster 
partners supported an estimated 611,315 
malnourished children under age 5 (including 180,653 
severely malnourished children and 430,662 
moderately malnourished children) across the country. 
From July to December 2011, the cluster reached 
357,107 children under age 5. Of these, 107,382 
severely malnourished children were admitted to 
outpatient therapeutic care programmes and 
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stabilisation centres with 98,406 from the South Central region, 3,671 in Somaliland and 5,305 in Puntland. 
In addition, 249,725 moderately malnourished children were reached by targeted supplementary feeding 
programmes, including 159,745 in the southern and central regions, 14,565 in Somaliland and 6,627 in 
Puntland.   
 
Gaps and Constraints: There are gaps in areas of the South especially in Afgooye, Bakool, Bay, Middle 
and Lower Shabelle and parts of Middle and Lower Juba where partners on the ground can no longer 
operate due to the Al Shabaab ban.  
 

HEALTH 
Needs: In 2011, the Health Cluster aimed to assist 2.6 million of the estimated 3.7 million people in need 
throughout Somalia through the provision of access to primary and basic secondary health care services 
 
Response: Disease surveillance and reporting is ongoing. Cases of measles continue to be reported in 
southern and central Somalia. In Banadir Hospital, 23 of 25 suspected cholera cases have been confirmed 
by laboratory analysis.  
 
Gaps and Constraints: In addition to the general absence of essential public health care services in most of 
Somalia, the 28 November Al Shabaab ban on several cluster partners has affected the population’s access 
to health services. Many primary health care facilities have been suspended as a result of the ban, while 
many essential drug kits remain locked in warehouses. The ban has also resulted in a delay in cold chain 
and vaccine management, affecting vaccinations throughout many districts. A gap analysis task force has 
been set up to better understand the impact of the ban at the district level. The task force aims to have the 
first mapping results at the end of January.  
 

WATER SANITATION HYGIENE (WASH)  
Needs: In 2011, the WASH Cluster targeted 3.3 million people with sustained access to safe water and 1.3 
million people with emergency sanitation. 
 
Response: New reports received this week show that from January to December 2011, the WASH cluster 
supported 1,667,462 people (51 per cent of the 3.3 million targeted) with sustainable water access in 
Somalia. In southern Somalia, the cluster 
reached 1,091,936 people, or 36 per cent of 
those targeted in those regions. In addition, 
the cluster provided 2,754,762 people with 
temporary access to safe water, of whom 
2,476,834 or 90 per cent are in the South. 
Furthermore, an additional 875,801 people 
have benefited from access to sanitation 
facilities (e.g. latrines), representing 67 per 
cent of the target, and 1,733,560 people 
benefited from hygiene promotion and non-
food item (NFI) hygiene packages.  
 
The Turkish Red Crescent in Mogadishu has 
completed a deep well in an IDP settlement 
and plans to construct an urban water system in Mogadishu in the medium term.    
 
Gaps and Constraints: The WASH Cluster is exploring options to fill the gaps resulting from the Al Shabaab 
ban. These strategies include alternative funding for critical projects and re-programming of suspended 
projects to other gap areas if the situation does not change.   
 
The cluster is concerned about the impact the ban may have if there is a large-scale cholera outbreak during 
the Gu rains, expected to begin in late March 2012. The ban would limit the ability of humanitarian 
organizations to respond to the needs in areas under Al Shabaab control. The WASH Cluster regional focal 
points are currently conducting an analysis of what is required and how agencies at the regional level could 
fill the gaps. 
 

AGRICULTURE & LIVELIHOODS  
Needs: In 2011, the cluster targeted 2.6 million people of the four million food-insecure people in Somalia 
with agriculture and livelihood assistance. 
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Response:  The cluster is still consolidating its 2011 figures. Available information indicates that the cluster 
reached an estimated 4,236,951 million people in 2011 with a combination of food vouchers, cash transfer, 
seeds, and/or animal treatment. Of these, an estimated 2,295,070 people benefited from cash and food 
vouchers and 1,941,881 pastoralists and agro-pastoralists/farmers received livestock services and seeds.  
 

EDUCATION 
Needs: There are an estimated 2.3 million school-aged children in southern and central Somalia, of whom 
approximately 1.8 million are not in school. Following the declaration of famine in July 2011, the cluster 
aimed to reach 435,000 children and 7,355 teachers and other education personnel in southern and central 
Somalia. In addition, 45,500 IDP children in southern and central Somalia were jointly targeted for non-formal 
education by the Education and Protection clusters via child friendly spaces (CFSs). 
 
Response: In 2011, 496,708 students in the southern and central regions benefited from cash transfers, 
basic education, hygiene promotion and latrine construction, while 8,769 teachers received training. Since 
the declaration of famine in July 2011, monthly food vouchers were provided to 31,907 children in 318 
schools. In addition, Education and Protection Cluster partners supported 36,400 IDP children, or 80 per cent 
of the target, through 354 CFSs in southern Somalia since August 2011. Each CFS provides food support, 
safe water and sanitation facilities, psychosocial support, literacy and numeracy lessons, and advocacy on 
issues such as child rights. Children over 5 years of age are supported to transition into formal education. 
 
Initial reports from partners this week indicate that school attendance remains high since the opening of 
schools on 7 January. However, enrolment declined in Hiraan following recent fighting in the area limiting 
children’s access to schools. In parts of Lower Shabelle, home to nearly 500,000 IDPs, enrolment increased 
by 40 per cent, probably due to IDPs coming from other regions. Overall figures suggest that second-term 
enrolment will be equal to or higher than the first 
term, where 496,708 registered during the first term, 
with 61,708 over and above the target of 435,000 
children.    
 
During the first two weeks of January 2012, supplies 
for 51,210 children were dispatched to schools and 
partners. The materials comprised exercise books, 
textbooks, teacher guides, recreation kits and other 
basic school supplies aimed for 32,200 children in 
Galgaduud, 10,320 children in Banadir and the 
Afgooye Corridor, and 8,690 children in Gedo 
region.  
 
A new end-user monitoring tool designed to assess the quality of education activities was piloted. Results 
from the pilot project will inform the development of a comprehensive education monitoring and evaluation 
package. 
 
Gaps and Constraints: There are gaps in the following education activities: teacher incentives, learning 
spaces and materials in southern and central Somalia. 
 

SHELTER & NON-FOOD ITEMS (NFIS)  
Needs: According to UNHCR, there are more than 1.36 million IDPs in Somalia, the majority of whom are in 
southern and central Somalia. In 2011, more than 1.3 million were targeted with non-food items 
(NFIs)/emergency assistance packages (EAPs) containing items such as blankets, bed mats and plastic 
sheeting. In addition, 150,899 longer-term IDPs (more than six months) were targeted with transitional 
shelter in addition to NFIs/EAPs. 
 
Response: The construction of an additional 432 temporary shelters was completed in Bariga Bossaso, Bari 
District. Meanwhile, the cluster reports that the supply of corrugated galvanised iron (CGI) shelters in Bariga 
Bossaso and Garowe has been suspended due to a misunderstanding with the landowners. The CGI 
shelters are a popular type of transitional shelter as they are more durable than other types and are both built 
and purchased inside Somalia, thereby contributing to the local economy. 
 
Overall in 2011, available information indicates that 695,532 IDPs received EAPs throughout Somalia. In 
southern parts of the country where 1,012,000 people were targeted, 567,600 people received EAPs, 
representing 56 per cent of the target in these areas. In addition, 75,600 longer-term IDPs received 
transitional shelter material, including 50,046 people in southern Somalia (47 per cent of target in the south).  
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Gaps and Constraints: In southern Somalia, Bakool region is the most under-served area, as the cluster 
was not able to distribute any assistance during 2011 due to a combination of lack of resources, access 
constraints and limited number of operational partners. 
 

PROTECTION 
Needs: In 2011, the cluster strived to provide assistance to 2.4 million people in Somalia by monitoring and 
reporting IDP movements and the protection situation, advocating for the rights of vulnerable women, men, 
girls and boys, building the capacities and raising the awareness of communities, and delivering protection 
services to 154,385 survivors of protection violations. In addition, the cluster is working with other clusters to 
mainstream protection in their activities to ensure equal access of vulnerable people to humanitarian 
assistance in Somalia. 
 
Response: On 11 January, the gender-based violence (GBV) and child protection working groups 
completed the second draft of the standard operating procedures for GBV and child protection referrals in 
Mogadishu.  
 
As part of an ongoing education campaign, Radio Bar Kulan, Radio Kulmiye, Radio Shabelle and Radio 
Mogadishu broadcast messages on HIV prevention and reducing the risk of gender-based violence. Female 
civilian protection unit officers, TFG parliamentarians and lawyers took part in the debates on the topics.  
 
The cluster’s Population Monitoring Network continues to track population movements in Somalia. According 
to recent reports, 42 migrants arrived to Gaalkacyo from Mogadishu.  
 
Available information indicates that 334,572 people benefited from various protection interventions in 2011. 
This includes more than 67,000 people who benefited from psychological, legal and medical support, 
livelihood support programmes and child friendly spaces.  
 
Gaps and Constraints: Funding shortfalls and general access challenges continue to hamper the cluster’s 
ability to provide adequate protection for the most vulnerable  
 

LOGISTICS 
This coming week, 126 metric tons of humanitarian cargo will be shipped to Mogadishu via the Logistics 
Cluster coordinated sea transport. Cargo includes construction materials, jerry cans, soap, and non-food 
item (NFI) kits comprising plastic sheeting, mosquito nets, blankets, cooking pots, plates, spoons, cups, jerry 
cans, kettles, and iodized salt. Between August and December 2011, the cluster transported over 1,117 
metric tons of humanitarian cargo to Somalia on behalf of 13 organizations.    
 
Following the end of the Deyr rains, most routes are now accessible. For more information about road 
conditions in Somalia, please visit http://www.logcluster.org/ops/som11a/somalia-physical-road-conditions. 
 

IV. Coordination  
 
On 15 January, at an inter-agency meeting on IDPs in Somaliland, organizations agreed not to develop a 
large-scale joint IDP profiling programme due to current funding constraints. The relevant government 
stakeholders will be consulted to address displacement issues, while the Protection Cluster will undertake 
IDP profiling in Sanaag, Sool and Awdal. 
 
On 17 January, the Inter-Cluster Working Group met in Mogadishu to discuss priorities for emergency 
preparedness in 2012. Clusters agreed to update existing contingency plans and replenish stocks. The 
WASH Cluster will seek to enhance coordination with humanitarian partners with access in Al Shabaab held 
areas, while the Health Cluster will enhance collaboration with the WASH and Nutrition Clusters to deliver 
services more widely. The Education Cluster will appeal to partners to fund training for teachers and 
community education committees. The Food and Agriculture and Livelihoods Clusters will merge to form the 
Food Security Cluster and shift from emergency to recovery programming in Banadir and Lower Shabelle 
regions. The Protection Cluster will prioritise aim to strengthen mainstreaming of protection in other sectors, 
monitoring and building of community resilience. The Shelter Cluster priorities are meeting transitional 
shelter needs and collaborating with the Agriculture and Livelihoods Cluster to support IDPs returning to their 
places of origin. 
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V. Funding 

 
Funding for the 2011 Consolidated Appeal for Somalia has reached 84 per cent.  
 
 

2011 Somalia CAP in million US$ (as of 25 Jan 2012) 
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Total : $1 billion requested, 84% funded 

 

Total: $1 billion requested 
 
 

84%
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16%
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The 2012 Consolidated Appeal for Somalia, which has requested US$1.5 billion, has so far received $83.5 
million (5 per cent of requirements). For more information, visit http://ochaonline.un.org/somalia/CAP2012. 
 
To make a donation through the United Nations, please consider one of the following options:  
 
1. Support the appeals for the countries in the Horn of Africa  
2. Give to the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF)  
3. Give to the Pooled Funds in Somalia, Kenya and Ethiopia  
4. Give to OCHA’s response to the Horn of Africa Crisis 
 
For details on how to make a donation, please consult the “OCHA Guide to Humanitarian Giving” on the 
OCHA website: http://www.unocha.org/crisis/horn-africa-crisis. 
 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and rec ipient agencies, are encouraged to inform 
OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (http://fts.unoch a.org) of cash and in-kind contributions by e-
mailing fts@un.org . 
 

VI. Contact 

Nairobi       New York 
Órla Fagan       Federica D’Andreagiovanni 
Public Information Officer    Desk Officer Somalia 
Tel: +254 (0)78 6527210    Tel: +1 917 367 2236 
Email: fagano@un.org      Email: dandreagiovannif@un.org 
 
For more information, please visit www.ochaonline.un.org/somalia. 


