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Situation in Numbers 

2,200,000 
children in need of 

humanitarian assistance  

(HAC 2022) 

 

4,300,000 
people in need  

(HAC 2022) 

  

3,000,000 
People to be reached  

(HAC 2022) 

 

 1,100,000  

 Children to be reached  

(HAC 2022) 

Highlights 
• A total of 2,563 children (1,437 Girls and 1,126 boys) were admitted for 

treatment of wasting against an annual target of 12,685 children 

• At least 696,227 people (518,076 females; 178,151 males) were reached 
with primary health care services at UNICEF supported facilities between 
the period January and March 2022 against an annual target of 3 million  

• 44,258 people (21,532 males; 22,726 females) out of an annual target of 
1,250,000 were provided with safe, basic water supply services  

• Between March and April 24,637 users have registered on the Learning 
Passport platform, bringing the cumulative total number of registered 
users to 105,375 against an annual target of 367,525. 

• In March, 23,009 households received emergency social cash transfers 
in Beitbridge, Binga, Bulawayo, Chitungwiza, Highfields, Gutu, Lupane 
and Mufakose. 

• A total of 10,609 children (59% female) out of an annual target of 100,000 
were reached with gender-based violence risk mitigation, prevention and 
responses interventions 

 

UNICEF Appeal 2022 

US$ 54.7million 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

UNICEF’s Response and Funding Status 
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Funding Gap, 
$44.1M

Funds 
Received, 

$.7M

Carry-
Forward, 

$9.9M

Funding Status (in US$)
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Funding Overview and Partnerships 
UNICEF is appealing for US$ 44.1 million to meet the increased humanitarian needs in the country in 2022 as a result 
of the multiple hazards of Tropical Storm Ana, flash floods, COVID-19, diarrheal disease outbreaks, and the economic 
crisis impacted by the ongoing COVID-19 among other factors. The funding ask will enable UNICEF to provide critical 
humanitarian assistance to 3 million people including 1.1 million children in the affected areas. As of 30 April 2022, funds 
totalling about US$ 10.6 million (19 per cent of the total 2022 funding requirement) had been received from various 
donors that include ECHO, Japan, USAID BHA, USAID (CDC), FCDO, SIDA, and UNICEF Global Thematic. 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
Between March and April, UNICEF continued to lead sectoral coordination in UNCEF- led sectors. The deteriorating economic 

situation, against a backdrop of increasing inflation and prices of food and basic commodities is impacting on food availability and 

nutrition outcomes as noted by the operational research conducted by Zvitambo and Paedriatic Association of Zimbabwe which 

indicated that one in six of children discharged from the Nutrition Treatment Programme relapse and have to be re-admitted for 

treatment mainly because they are discharged into the same socio-economic conditions they came from before admission. 

Following confirmation of an outbreak of Wild Polio Virus in Malawi, in February 2022, Zimbabwe has been identified as one of 

the countries that needs to participate in a regional response to prevent further spread of the polio virus. UNICEF continues to 

promote alternative learning platforms such as the learning passport which has reached 105,375 registered users to date. The 

ongoing emergency social cash transfer which has reached 23,009 households is contributing towards increasing the purchasing 

power of vulnerable households and access to basic services thus cushioning them against the debilitating impact of the current 

economic crisis. Community engagement activities aimed at increasing knowledge and awareness on the COVID 19 vaccination 

blitz campaign has reached 3,334,268 (against an annual target of 4.5 million people. 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 
 

 Nutrition 

Monthly nutrition sector coordination meetings at national and subnational levels continued during the reporting period. 

Partners were sensitized and given updates on the nutrition response to the storms and floods that affected the country 

in January as well as the prolonged dry spell that affected most of the country in February and the beginning of March. 

The sector also assessed gaps for the nutrition response and conducted partner mapping in the affected districts. 

Between January and March, 3,945 children (1,987 Girls and 1,958 boys) under the age of five years were admitted for 

treatment of wasting, with a 66% cure rate, 

19% defaulter rate,13% non-recovery and of 

2% mortality. Most of the children treated in 

the first quarter of the year came from peri-

urban areas where the population is very 

mobile and the care givers do not want to stay 

long in treatment areas because they have 

other commitments and other children to look 

after and therefore demand to be discharged 

early before the children are fully cured, 

leading to a decreased cure rate and an 

increased defaulter rate.  UNICEF will work 

with MoHCC to adjust discharge criteria and 

allow most of the remining treatment to be 

continued from home. A total of 224,863 

children aged 6 to 59 months (116,347 Girls 

and 108,516 boys) received vitamin A 

supplements and 98,150 care givers of 

children below the age of two years were 

supported and counselled on IYCF-e in the 35 UNICEF focus districts. UNICEF as the sector lead for Nutrition, 

prepositioned life-saving nutrition supplies (RUTF, F75 and F100) at all health facilities in the affected districts. A total 

of 296,900 children (154,765 Girls and 142,135 boys) were screened for wasting and their caregivers given health 

promotion messages on improved, diversified diets. A meeting was held held in February 2022 to share the results of 

Figure 1: Mother feeding her child with RUTF at Mpilo Treatment Centre. 
Credit: UNICEF 
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the work done in partnership with ZVITAMBO and the Paediatric Association of Zimbabwe (PAZ) on the outpatient 

management of children with acute malnutrition. Findings from the operational research will feed into national policy 

formulation for the Integrated Management of children with wasting in Zimbabwe. The main highlights and takeaway 

messages from the presentations were that: one in six of children discharged from the Nutrition Treatment Programme 

relapse and has to be re-admitted for treatment mainly because they are discharged into the same socio-economic 

conditions they came from before admission. As a mitigation measure to ensure maintaining gains, a recommendation 

was made that households with children discharged from nutrition treatment should be prioritized for cash transfer 

programmes where they exist or referred to other livelihood projects.  

 Health 

Between March and April 2022, UNICEF, in coordination with WHO, other UN agencies and the Ministry of Health and 

Child Care (MOHCC), continued to support COVID-19 Response. As of the 30th of April, 3,671,138 people had received 

the second dose of the COVID-19 vaccine which translates to 32.7% of the target population. Between January and 

March 2022, 103,867 (51,273 girls; 52,594 boys) received the first dose of Measles Rubella 1 against a cumulative 

annual target of 504,900 (20.6%). In addition, 696,227 people (518,076 females; 178,151 males) accessed essential 

primary health care during the first quarter of 2021 against an annual target of 3 million. UNICEF also supported both 

supply and demand creation activities for COVID-19 vaccination across all the 63 districts. A total of 911,188 people 

(463, 981 females and 447,207 males) out of the target of 1.2 million were reached with integrated COVID-19 messages 

during the COVID-19 Vaccination Blitz campaign.  UNICEF also provided technical support to the Ministry of Health and 

Child Care Health Promotion Unit to intensify demand activities on increasing acceptability and uptake of childhood 

immunization following a measles outbreak in Mutasa District, Manicaland through development of interpersonal 

communication materials to support community engagement activities in zero dose and under vaccinated communities.   

On the job trainings and community-based mentorship were conducted for 16,257 village health workers (VHWs) on 

integrated community case management components including emergency preparedness and response. In February 

2022, the WHO Africa Regional Office confirmed an outbreak of Wild Polio Virus in Malawi, while circulating Vaccine 

Derived Polio Virus was confirmed in Mozambique. Zimbabwe has been identified as one of the countries that will need 

to participate in a regional response to prevent further spread of the polio virus. Supplementary Immunization Activities 

(SIA) are expected to be scheduled during second quarter of 2022. Engagement with MoHCC to confirm Zimbabwe’s 

participation in the SIA is ongoing. 

 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 
During the reporting period, UNICEF continued to support and strengthen the cholera elimination roadmap. During the 

reporting period, a reporting template was developed, reviewed and indicators aligned with targets of the WASH pillar.  

Through COVID-19 and diarrheal disease preparedness and response interventions in Harare and Gweru Cities, 44,258 

people (21,532 males; 22,726 females) were provided with safe, basic water supply services. Additionally, more than 

35,000 people - including 757 people living with disabilities - were reached with COVID-19 information, including on 

improved hygiene and sanitation practices. 

A total of 14 handwashing facilities were 

provided in schools in Epworth, Caledonia 

and Gweru to enable safe hygiene 

practices 
  

A total of 61 schools in Masvingo and 

Manicaland Provinces with suspected and 

confirmed COVID-19 cases were 

supported with infection, prevention and 

control (IPC) WASH supplies during the 

reporting period. The supplies comprised 

1kg bars of soap, 70L & 20L buckets with 

taps, knapsack sprayers, chlorine solution 

and hand sanitizers; benefitting 36,024 

learners (18,071 boys; 17,953 girls) and 

1353 staff members (489 males, 864 

females). Review of WASH contingency supplies is in progress for possible restocking in the next quarter. Renewal of 

Figure 2: WASH Supplies distributions, Chokera Primary School, Gutu 
District 
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four contingency stand-by agreements is also in progress, which will enable rapid dispatch of implementing partners in 

the case of a sudden onset emergency. 

  

 Education 

Between March and April, UNICEF coordinated the Education Cluster together with Save the Children. Three cluster 

coordination meetings were convened to discuss the impact of COVID-19 pandemic in schools and response following 

a surge of Covid infections after the opening of the first term on the 7th of February.  UNICEF continued to support 

alternative learning through promotion of learning passport and provision of financial support and technical expertise 

towards the development and broadcast of radio and television lessons as well as the distribution of catch-up materials. 

Between March and April 24,637 users have registered on the platform, bringing the cumulative total of number of 

registered users to 105,375. The success of learning passport platform has resulted in development programmes 

utilizing the platforms, for instance the school leadership modules have been uploaded to the learning passport so that 

the school heads can easily access the offline versions. Phase 5 of the radio lessons began in March 2022 and 

cumulatively, 150 lessons have been broadcast (90 primary & 60 secondary) during the period under review.  Nine sets 

of Catch-Up materials have been distributed to 9,778 Primary and Secondary schools. To promote access to non-formal 

education (NFE), printing of NFE module is in progress and copies of the English and Combined Science modules have 

been received in the UNICEF warehouse pending distribution to identified schools. To enhance preparedness of 

schools, UNICEF distributed hygiene kits to the districts for distribution in schools. UNICEF supported the 

commemoration of the 7th Africa Day of school feeding in Makoni at a school which benefitted from UNICEF school 

feeding grant and the cooking utensils. In the next months, UNICEF will support MoPSE on the provision of hygiene 

kits, promotion of learning passport, radio lessons and the work on DRR which will include review and finalization of the 

DRR plan and printing of the plan and the DRR self-learning materials. 

 

 Child Protection 

Zimbabwe’s protective environment is still reeling from the effects of COVID-19-induced increase in Gender Based 

Violence (GBV) and Violence Against Children (VAC).  UNICEF 1  (2020) notes that the COVID-19 pandemic  

exacerbated the shadow pandemic of GBV- pointing to how health emergencies can result in corresponding increase 

in VAC and GBV. To put a spotlight on VAC and GBV in Zimbabwe, building on global statistics pointing to increase in 

VAC, GBV, including teen pregnancies, 

UNICEF Zimbabwe commissioned two 

studies one on effects of COVID-19 on 

VAC and GBV and the other on 

understanding cause and trends of teen 

pregnancies. The results are expected 

to inform child protection interventions 

and prevention of COVID-19 induced 

GBV. 

 

UNICEF, during the review period, 

participated and supported the Global 

Protection Cluster (GPC) review of  

Zimbabwe’s protection cluster. The 

review findings will be used to 

streamline and improve the protection 

cluster’s work, and that of the 

associated child protection working 

group.  

 

During the reporting period, UNICEF, through direct government funding to the Ministry of Public Service Labour and 

Social Welfare (MoPSLSW) engaged communities (boys, girls, men and women) on prevention of VAC and GBV as 

well as creating awareness of existing VAC and GBV reporting platforms and available services. A total of 10,830 

 
1 UNICEF (2020) RESPONDING TO THE SHADOW PANDEMIC: Taking stock of gender-based violence risks and 
responses during COVID-19. 

Figure 3: UNICEF supporting the Government to deliver prevention of GBV/VAC in 
Kwekwe. Credit: UNICEF/Ernest Ndhlangisa 
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children (6,456 female and 4,374 males) were reached with gender-based violence risk mitigation, prevention and 

responses interventions 

 

 

HIV and AIDS 
Between March and April 2022, 16,353 children aged 0 – 14 years, and 10,312 pregnant and lactating women out of a 

target of 70,000 continued to receive HIV treatment in UNICEF supported districts. Peer support mechanisms continued 

to be implemented via the helpline platforms run by a partner, namely, Youth Advocates. The Youth Helpline reached 

14,880 adolescents and young people across the country, and issues of concern revolved around SGBV, STIs, teenage 

pregnancies, vital registration, educational assistance and COVID-19 vaccine safety and effectiveness. The total 

number of adolescents who successfully completed the training course for peer facilitation is 7,826 (4937 females) and 

reached up to 8,997 (5199 females) adolescents and 845 care givers with HIV/SHRH/COVID-19 information. This work 

is continuing in the second quarter of 2022.  

 

Social Protection  
In March 2022, the Emergency Social Cash Transfer programme in partnership with Goal Zimbabwe and World Vision 

extended its reach to a further 7,221 households (33,369 individuals, including 15,443 boys and girls) in two districts of 

Beitbridge and Bulawayo (Khami, Mzilikazi). This brought the total beneficiaries of the programme to 25,801 households 

with 113,790 individuals including 52,969 boys and girls. Of the total beneficiaries, 24,241 households had the necessary 

documentation to receive payment vouchers and of these 23,009 redeemed their vouchers (i.e., 95% redemption rate). 

The social cash transfers are contributing towards increasing the purchasing power of vulnerable households and 

access to basic services. As a key drive to bridge the humanitarian and development nexus and provide greater 

sustainability to humanitarian interventions, the programme is working closely with the Ministry of Public Service, Labour 

and Social Welfare and transitioning its beneficiaries in Gutu and Highfields (phase I – districts) to Governments 

Harmonized Social Cash Transfer Programme (HSCT). The teams are in the process of validating the beneficiary lists 

to enable transitioning to the Government scheme, thus final payment to beneficiaries in the districts of Gutu and 

Highfields will be in May and June 2022 respectively.  

 

Social Behaviour Change (SBC) Community Engagement & Accountability  
Between March and April 2022, UNICEF provided technical support to the Ministry of Health and Child Care (MoHCC) 

COVID-19 vaccination campaign through VHWs and Health Promotion Officers. Community engagement activities 

reached 3,334,268 people against an annual target of 4.5 million. To increase knowledge and awareness on the COVID-

19 vaccination blitz campaign, 20,000 posters and 200 banners were produced and distributed to health facilities and 

communities.  UNICEF also collaborated with the Youth Advocates Zimbabwe to strengthen RCCE targeting schools 

and youth out of school through use of  national ‘393 toll free Youth Helpline’, and; innovative technologies (social media 

platforms, co-creation of art murals infusing COVID-19 and integrated Sexual Reproductive Health messaging). The 

latter were strategically sited in high traffic zones which reached more than 50,000 youths and the youth helpline 

recorded over 2,000 calls.  A total of 30 youth ambassadors (16 females and 14 males) were oriented on community 

feedback mechanisms (CFBM) and Accountability to Affected Population (AAP) to build their capacity to systematically 

collect community perception data, including youths’ experiences of response measures, questions they may have about 

the outbreak and response processes, and suggested solutions. Internet of Good Things (IOGT) feedback mechanism 

reached 318,958 people. Through the ‘The Live Well Zimbabwe’ cross sectoral radio campaign, a cumulative total of 

926 Public Service Public Announcements were flighted on average 2-3 times across 5 radio stations and 20 radio 

sessions were broadcast in three local languages reaching 1.5 million listeners repeatedly. Digital platforms inclusive of 

youtube, twitter, facebook, instagram, and linkedIn reached 1,834, 231 users. The campaign seeks to empower 

communities with knowledge and foster positive behaviours across Health, Nutrition, WASH, Child Protection and HIV 

and adolescent development programmes. UNICEF will continue to support social behavior change, community 

engagement and accountability across its sectors and coordinating with the Ministry of Health and Child Care on COVID-

19 response. 
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Figure 5: Youth Ambassadors mapping feedback channels,  

Credit: Youth Advocates 

                                 
 

Strategy 
UNICEF's humanitarian strategy is anchored on core humanitarian principles of humanity, impartiality, neutrality and 

independence. The strategy has four dimensions namely, strengthening coordination, increasing response capacity, 

social and behaviour change communication, and evidence-based monitoring. To address the risk of natural disasters, 

disease outbreaks and the deepening economic crisis, UNICEF is strengthening government-led national and district 

coordination structures' emergency preparedness and response capacity. Working with humanitarian partners, UNICEF 

is also strengthening coordination structures for the prevention of sexual exploitation and abuse to ensure that crisis-

affected populations have access to appropriate prevention and response interventions and protection is prioritized. 

UNICEF is scaling up response capacity of its partners and cluster members to deliver multi-sectoral humanitarian 

responses. Social and behavior change communication (SBCC) is integrated across all sectoral programmes and 

comprises of a combination of community engagements through inter-personal communication and outreach through 

mass media, digital platforms and data generation.  

 
Human Interest Stories and External Media 
 
Stories can be found on UNICEF’s website and social media channels: 

UNICEF Zimbabwe stories: https://www.unicef.org/zimbabwe/stories 

 

https://www.unicef.org/zimbabwe/stories/unicef-partners-youth-advocates-zimbabwe-youth-led-covid-19-campaign 

 

https://www.unicef.org/zimbabwe/stories/emergency-social-cash-transfer-programme-alleviates-poverty-

zimbabweUNICEF Zimbabwe Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: www.unicef.org/appeals/zimbabwe 

UNICEF Zimbabwe Social Media: Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who to contact for 
further information: 

Dr. Tajudeen Oyewale 
Representative 
Zimbabwe 
+263 242 703941/2 Ext 2100   
Email: toyewale@unicef.org 

Ms. Zeinab Adam 
Deputy Representative  
Zimbabwe 
+263772128730 

Email: zeadam@unicef.org 

Dr. Christopher Ngwerume 
Emergency Specialist 
Zimbabwe 
+263-782 706 683 
Email: cngwerume@unicef.org 

Figure 4: COVID-19 Banner used in Vaccination Blitz 
Campaign 

Credit: Youth Advocates 

https://www.unicef.org/zimbabwe/stories
https://www.unicef.org/zimbabwe/stories/unicef-partners-youth-advocates-zimbabwe-youth-led-covid-19-campaign
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/zimbabwe
https://www.facebook.com/unicefzimbabwe
https://twitter.com/unicefzimbabwe
https://www.linkedin.com/company/37494639/admin/
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Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 
 

 Cluster/Sector Response* UNICEF and IPs 

Sector 
2022 
target 

Total 
results 

Total 
results 

Change 
since last 

report 

2022 
target 

Total results 
Change 

since last 
report 

 

  ▲▼▬  Current ▲▼▬  

Nutrition          

# of children aged 6 to 59 months with 
severe acute malnutrition admitted for 
treatment  

     

 12 685  

Girls 2 227  

 2 555  ▲ 

Boys 1 691  

Total 3 918  

Wasting treatment cure rate 

     
 Girls 62% 

(0) ▬ 

     75% Boys 69% 

     
 Total 66% 

# of children aged 6-59 months screened 
for wasting  

     

 670 000  

Girls 227 393  

 297 518  ▲ 

Boys 209 013  

Total 436 406  

# of primary caregivers of children aged 0 
to 23 months receiving infant and young 
child feeding counselling 

     

393 900  

Girls -    

 104 895  ▲ 

Boys -    

Total 149 701  

# of children aged 6-59 months receiving 
Vitamin A supplementation 

     

670 748  

Girls 179 100  

 237 024  ▲ 

Boys 168 610  

Total 347 710  

Health        
 

    

# of children aged 6 to 59 months 
vaccinated 
against measles 

  

  

 

540 900  

Female 51 273  

 72 905  ▲ 

  Male 52 594  

  Total 103 867  

# of children and women accessing 
primary health care in UNICEF-supported 
facilities 

  

   

3 000 000  

Female 518 076  

 530 442  ▲ 

   Male 178 151  

   
Total 696 227  

WASH           

# of people accessing a sufficient quantity 
of safe water for drinking and domestic 
needs 

     

1 250 000  

Female 32 146  

 51 688  ▲ 

Male 29 677  

PLWD* 35  

Total 61 858  

# of people reached with critical WASH 
supplies 

     

250 000  

Female 50 566  

 92 704  ▲ 

Male 52 308  

PLWD* -    

Total 102 874  

Child Protection        
 

    

# of children and caregivers accessing 
community-based mental health and 
psychosocial support  

     

 70 000  

Female 1 275  

 143  ▲ 

Male 558  

PLWD -    

Total 1 833  
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# of women, girls and boys accessing 
gender-based violence risk mitigation, 
prevention or responses interventions 

    

   

100 000  

Female 6 456  

 10 525  ▲ 

   Male 4 374  

   PLWD -    

   
Total 10 830  

# of unaccompanied and separated 
children accessing family-based care or a 
suitable alternative 

  

   

1 500  

Female -    

 -    

 
▬ 

   Male -    

   PLWD -    

   
Total -    

# of people who have access to a safe 
and accessible channel to report sexual 
exploitation and abuse by aid 
workers 

     

75 000  

Female 1 252  

 2 087  ▲ 

Male 835  

PLWD -    

Total 2 087  

Education           

# of children accessing school feeding  

     

 400 604  

Girls -    

 -    

 
▬ 

Boys -    

Total -    

# of children accessing formal or non-
formal education including early learning 

     

367 525  

Girls 46 588  

 -    

 
▬ 

Boys 46 412  

Total 93 000  

HIV/AIDS           

# of pregnant and lactating women living 
with HIV receiving antiretroviral therapy 

    

  

 

70 000  

Female 16 213  

 15 298  ▲ 

  
Male 11 873  

  
Total 28 086  

Social Protection           
# of households reached with UNICEF 
funded multi-purpose humanitarian cash 
transfers        

25 000  

 

 25 801   8 991  ▲ 

C4D        
 

    

# of people reached with messages on 
prevention and access to services 

      

 10 000 
000  

Female 2 121 111  

 2 062 266  ▲ 

 Male 1 441 155  

 
Total 3 562 266  

# of people with access to established 
accountability mechanisms 

     

100 000  

Female 1 230 000  

 1 487 006  ▲ 

Male 270 000  

Total 1 500 000  

 

 

 
 
*Compilation of cluster response figures for Nutrition, WASH, Child Protection and Education under finalization. PLWD – People living with disabilities.  
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Annex B 

Funding Status 
 

Sector 
Requirements 

for 2022 

Funds Available Funding Gap 

Received 
Current Year Carry Over 

Total 
Available $ % 

Nutrition 6,760,000   369,727 369,727 
        

6,390,273  95% 

Health 11,300,000   2,729,489 2,729,489 
        

8,570,511  76% 

WASH 19,800,000 699,840 4,459,658 5,159,498 
      

14,640,502  74% 

Child Protection 2,244,000   893,519 893,519 
        

1,350,481  60% 

Education 6,821,857   156,081 156,081 
        

6,665,776  98% 

HIV & AIDS 600,000   67,063 67,063 
           

532,937  89% 

Social Protection 5,600,000   7,779 7,779 
        

5,592,221  100% 

Cross Sectoral 1,600,000   1,238,677 1,238,677 
           

361,323  23% 

Being Allocated       0 
                       

-  #DIV/0! 

Total 54,725,857 699,840 9,921,992 10,621,832 44,104,025 81% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


