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UNICEF Weekly Situation Report No.51- Liberia 
31 December 2011 

 

Reporting Period: 26 - 31 Dec 2011  

  

 
 
Highlights 

• The total number of Ivorian refugees in Liberia is 138,735 based on UNHCR data.  
• Except for the two-day student riots just before Christmas, the security situation in Liberia 

during Christmas and New Year period remained calm. 
• As the year 2011 came to a close, UNICEF Liberia is getting ready to meet the continuing 

challenges posed by the refugee crisis. UNICEF will continue to scale up its response to the 
needs not only of the children and women with refugee status but also of those in the host 
communities. 

• With the generous support provided by the donors in 2011, UNICEF was able to mobilise over 
$18 million (60%) of its total humanitarian funding needs of $29.9 million. While thanking the 
donor community for its generous contributions in 2011, UNICEF is appealing for continued 
support to meet its humanitarian funding requirements for 2012. The total humanitarian 
funding needs for 2012 is $25.9 million. 

• UNICEF would like to thank all its partners especially the NGOs for their partnership and hard 
work in delivering results for children. 

 

This situation report is produced regularly for UNICEF headquarters in New York in addition to contributions submitted for the ‘One 
UN’ Weekly Refugee Humanitarian Response update 

 
Situation Overview  

Ivorian caregivers and teachers who themselves are refugees, have played a key role in the success of ECD and 

education services for children affected by the refugee crisis.                                    Photo: UNICEF/2011/Pirozzi 
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• As per UNHCR statistics, the total number of refugees in Liberia stands at 138, 735. Nimba County 
hosts 42,126 refugees, Grand Gedeh 69,644, River Gee 11,530, Maryland 15,058 and Montserrado 
377. 

 
Humanitarian Needs  

• Both refugees and host communities require access to essential services such as health, nutritional 
screening and treatment, water and sanitation and schooling particularly focusing on vulnerable 
children.  

• There remains a high risk of water-borne and sanitation related diseases and epidemics within the 
affected areas with some concerns being raised by WHO of incidence Acute Watery Diarrhoea to 
watch closely. 

 
UNICEF Response  
UNICEF, in collaboration with partners, has developed strategic sector plans considering the different 
programmatic environments in the four counties. 

Nimba  

 

Bahn refugee camp; Zorgowee transit centre and New Yourpea Way; 16 designated host communities; 

more than 80 border community/entry points. 

Grand Gedeh  
Solo Town refugee Camp; Zieh Town refugee camp; PTP refugee camp; Toe Town transit centre; 

Janzon way station; more than 50 communities close to the border and along the main road. 

Maryland  Little Wlebo refugee camp; more than 30 border communities. 

River Gee  More than 25 border communities. 

 
KEY PARTNERS 

 Nimba Grand Gedeh Maryland River Gee 

WASH ACF, CIPORD, DRC, EQUIP, MC, 
SPIR, LRRRC, CHF, CF, MPW. 
MoHSW, CIS 

ECREP, MC, OGB, SI, 
LRRRC,  MPW. MoHSW, 
Peace, CWW 

DRC, ERS, OGB, PSI, SI, 
LRRRC,  MPW. MoHSW, 
APA 

DRC, SPIR, LRRRC, MPW. 
MoHSW 

Nutrition MoHSW, ACF,ANDP, IRC, EQUIP, MSF 
Belgium, WFP, LRRRC, UNHCR 

MoHSW, MERLIN, MSF 
Holland, IRC, WFP, 
LRRRC, UNHCR 

MoHSW, MERLIN, Merci, 
WFP, LRRRC, UNHCR 

MoHSW, Samaritan’s 
Purse, WFP, LRRRC, 
UNHCR 

Education MoE, IRC,  SC, PLAN, LRRRC MoE, SC, Plan, LRRRC, 
IRC 

MoE, Visions in Action, 
LRRRC 

MoE, LRRRC 

Child 

Protection 

MoHSW, MoGD, UNHCR,  IRC, PLAN, 
SC, LRRRC 

MoHSW, MoGD, EQUIP, 
PLAN, SC MERLIN, LRRRC 

MoHSW, MoGD, Right to 
Play, LRRRC 

MoHSW, MoGD, LRRRC 

Health EQUIP, MSF Belgium, Mentor Initiative, 
CHESS, MoHSW, LRRRC 

Tiyatien Health, Medica 
Mondiale, Merlin, MoHSW, 
LRRRC 

MERLIN,  MERCI, MoHSW, 
LRRRC 

MoHSW, LRRRC 

HIV and AIDS MoHSW, MoYS, LRRRC MoHSW, MoYS, LRRRC MoHSW, MoYS, LRRRC MoHSW, MoYS, LRRRC 

 

PROGRAMMATIC INTERVENTIONS 

 
HEALTH  
No new activities have been reported this week.  

 
WASH  
Project agreements with potential WASH partners ERS (Maryland and River Gee), ECREP (Grand 
Gedeh) and Oxfam GB (Maryland and Grand Gedeh) are being developed in order to scale up WASH 
response with an emphasis on sustainability.   
Nimba  
• UNICEF continues to provide WASH improvement services to host communities and refugee 

populations in Nimba. NGO CIPORD is currently implementing activities in 20 communities where 
they have concluded a technical assessment of non-functional WASH facilities based on which a 
facility allocation has been developed. CIPORD is carrying out a regular community mobilization and 
empowerment process which will continue throughout the project duration.  

• Discussions are on-going with ACF and Mercy Corps for potential WASH interventions in Nimba.  
Grand Gedeh  

• UNICEF continues to provide support to ECREP for WASH activity implementation in Grand 
Gedeh. ECREP have so far completed construction of 75 family latrines, rehabilitation of 4 wells 
have been completed, and installation of culverts is in progress on 5 new hand dug wells. 
Hygiene promotion and cleaning up campaigns continue in 17 schools and 17 communities.  
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• Agreements are being developed for expansion of WASH activities in Grand Gedeh County with 
a focus on sustainable WASH programing. UNICEF is working with Oxfam GB, ECREP and 
ZOA for future scaling up of WASH response in the county.  

 
Maryland/River Gee  

• Development of project agreements is in progress with ERS and Oxfam GB to maintain and 
scale up WASH interventions in Maryland and River Gee Counties.  

• NGO ERS has completed the construction of up to 234 shared family latrines with reinforced 
concrete slabs out of 200 planned. Partner also continues facilitation and promotion of 
community and school level hygiene promotion, community clean-up and distribution of WASH 
NFIs (Aquatabs, soap, jerry-can) in 21 communities reaching approximately 16,000 persons.  

 
NUTRITION  
• A total of 1,503 children under-five years were screened for acute malnutrition during the previous 

week. 29% were refugees and 71% Liberians. 37% were from Grand Gedeh, 51% were from Nimba 
and 12% from Maryland.  

• 16% of all the children screened were identified as malnourished (severely or moderately 
malnourished). The host population was more malnourished than their Ivorian counterparts, with 
72% of the malnourished children being Liberians and 28% Ivoirians. 

• At the Outpatient Therapeutic Feeding Centres (OTPs), 101 severely malnourished children 
under five were newly admitted, 70 were cured, 3 defaulted, no death, while 928 children are still 
undergoing treatment. 

• At the Inpatient Therapeutic Feeding Centres (IPFs), 3 severely malnourished children under 
five were admitted, 3 cured, no default, and no death reported, while 7 children are still undergoing 
treatment. 

• At the Supplementary Feeding Centres (SFPs), 80 moderately malnourished children were admitted, 
55 cured, 11 defaulted, no death while 1,255 children are still undergoing treatment. 

Nimba 
• Of the 767 children screened, 18% of them had global acute malnutrition.  
• At OTP and IPF, 53 severely malnourished children were admitted, 62 were cured and discharged, 1 

defaulted, no death while 564 are still undergoing treatment.  
• At SFP, 31 moderately malnourished children were admitted, 16 were cured and discharged, 4 

defaulted, no death while 934 are still undergoing treatment. 
Grand Gedeh 
• Of the 557 under five children screened, 16% were moderately and severely malnourished.  
• At OTP and IPF, 44 severely malnourished children were admitted, 11 cured, 2 defaulted, no death, 

while 332 are still undergoing treatment. 
• At SFP, 43 moderately malnourished children were admitted, 39 were cured and discharged, 7 

defaulted, no death while 288 are still undergoing treatment 
Maryland 
• Of the 179 children screened, 5% were suffering from acute malnutrition (moderate and severe) 

• At OTP and IPF, 7 children were admitted, while 39 are still receiving treatment.  
• At SFP, 6 moderately malnourished children were admitted, while 33 are still undergoing treatment. 

No default and death reported. 

 
EDUCATION  
• As of 30 December 2011, more than 46,713 Ivorian and Liberian children in camps and host 

communities are accessing primary education, early childhood development services and youth 
vocational training supported by UNICEF and its partners. The number increased by 3,293 from the 
last reporting period. 

• Since April 2011 when EIE implementation has started, more than 451 school-in-a-box kits, 181 
ECD kits, 20,500 learners kits, 301 Recreational kits, and 35,000 assorted set of Ivorian primary 
textbooks have been distributed to Ivorian children in Nimba, Grand Gedeh, Maryland and River 
Gee county.  

 
Nimba 
• To date, 24,595 children are accessing ECD and primary education services (3,730 children aged 2-

5 in ECD centres with 84 caregivers, 20,865 children aged 6-12 in Primary schools with 159 
teachers).  
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Grand Gedeh 
• To date, 12,633 children have access to ECD and primary education services (1,895 children aged 

2-5 in ECD centres with 56 caregivers, 10,738 children aged 6-12 in primary schools with 167 
teachers).   

Maryland 
• More than 2,000 children have attended ECD and primary education services (328 children aged 2-5 

in ECD centres and 1,723 children aged 6-12 in primary schools). 
River Gee 
• 7,434 children including 1,690 Ivorians in 26 Liberian schools have now received learning materials 

provided by UNICEF. UNICEF and the Education sector partners are yet to start the full package of 
EIE activities in the county.  

 

CHILD PROTECTION 
• There were no new cases of separated children or unaccompanied children identified this week.   
• 119 cases of separated children and unaccompanied minors benefited from direct case 

management services this week. 
• Over 11,819 refugee children are actively registered in Child Friendly Spaces this week throughout a 

total of 38 locations (46% girls). 
Nimba 
• 7,513 children (46% girls) in total are actively registered for Child Friendly Spaces activities 

throughout 26 locations. 
• There was active follow up on 54 cases of identified unaccompanied minors and separated children.  
• 2,014 (51.4% male and 47.5% female) refugee children participated in recreation and education 

activities.  
• 587 separated children and 252 unaccompanied children have been supported through case 

management. 
• 29 refugee teachers (27 male and 2 female) attended a five-day training session on healing 

classroom methodologies in Karnplay.  Participants learned concrete teaching techniques that 
promote the overall development and wellbeing of students. 

Grand Gedeh 
• 3,742 children (43% girls) in total are actively registered for Child Friendly Spaces activities 

throughout 12 locations 
• 350 separated children and 340 unaccompanied minors have been supported. 
Maryland 
• 564 children (48% girls) are registered in Child Friendly Spaces throughout Little Wlebo camp  
• 288 separated children and 61 unaccompanied minors have been supported. 
• UNICEF is monitoring on the treatment of juvenile detainees at Harper Prison.  Information to be 

shared with the ICRC. 
• UNICEF staff and Right to Play camp facilitators delivered psychosocial games and activities in Little 

Wlebo Camp on Christmas Day. 

HIV and AIDS 
No new activities have been reported this week. 
 
Human Resources  
UNICEF Liberia has 106 staff and most are engaged in the emergency response. 39 staff work full time 
on emergency, including staff from stand-by partner organizations (DRC, NRC, Red R Australia and 
CANADEM). 
 
Funding 
As of end December 2011, 60% of UNICEF’s emergency funding requirements were met leaving a gap 
of 40% as unfunded. The total requirement was $29.9 million and out of which an amount of US$ 
18,005,777 was received.   
 
UNICEF is preparing itself to meet the continuing challenges of refugee response in 2012. UNICEF is 
aware of the need for a flexible response to adapt to the changing situation especially the needs of the 
vulnerable Liberian communities who have been impacted by the crisis. UNICEF will continue to scale 
up its response to the needs not only of the children and women with refugee status but also of those in 
the host communities. 
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UNICEF Liberia’s total Emergency Funding Needs for 2012 

Sector US$ 

Nutrition 3,845,000 

Health 4,615,200 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 7,918,000 

Child Protection 3,959,000 

Education 3,959,400 

HIV/AIDS 980,840 

Sector Coordination 650,880 

Total 25,928,320 

 
 
Inter-Agency Collaboration, Coordination, Cluster Leadership and  
Key Partnerships 

• UNICEF participates in the weekly sector working groups and  
general coordination meetings in Monrovia, Nimba, Grand Gedeh  
and Maryland. (See coordination meetings list below). 

• UNICEF is represented at the weekly Humanitarian Action Committee 
briefings and the fortnightly operational coordination meetings in  
Monrovia.  

• UNICEF is leading the WASH, Nutrition, Education (co-lead with Save  
the Children) sectors, the Child Protection sub-cluster, and is  
participating in the Health and HIV&AIDS coordination mechanisms.  

 

UNICEF Liberia Office would 

like to thank all Donor 

Governments, EU/ECHO and 

UNICEF National Committees 

for providing the much needed 

financial support in response to 

the Ivorian refugee crisis 

throughout 2011. Your support 

has been crucial.  

UNICEF looks forward to your 

continued generous support in 

2012 to enable us to provide 

the urgently needed 

humanitarian assistance to the 

children and families affected 

by the Ivorian refugee crisis in 

Liberia. UNICEF will continue 

to keep you informed by 

providing you with periodic 

humanitarian situation updates. 

THANK YOU. 
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Coordination Meetings 
Nimba– Sanniquellie, Saclepea 

Day Time Sector Venue 

Monday 10:00 
15:00 

Bahn camp coordination   
Health – UNHCR & partners   

Bahn Camp  
UNHCR Saclepea 

Tuesday 10:00 
11:00 
11:00 
11:00 
14:00 

WASH (fortnightly)  
Education (fortnightly) 
Food  (fortnightly) 
Health and Nutrition (fortnightly) 
GBV (fortnightly)  

CHT Office, Saniquellie  
CEO Office, Saniquellie 
Ministry of Agriculture, Saclepea 
CHT Office, Saniquellie 
Ministry of Gender, Saniquellie 

Wednesday  11:00 
11:00 

Protection (fortnightly) 
CPWG (fortnightly) 

UNHCR Saclepea 
Ganta Public School 

Thursday 11:00 Inter-agency Coordination (fortnightly) Administration Building 
Friday 08:30 

08:30 
11:00 
11:00 

Shelter  
New Yorpea coordination  
Infrastructure   
Security (fortnightly) 

UNHCR Saclepea 
New Yorpea way station 
UNHCR Saclepea  
Ganta 

 

Maryland – Harper 

Monday 16:00 Little Wlebo camp (fortnightly) Little Wlebo camp 
Tuesday 14:00 

16:00 
Education (fortnightly) 
CPWG (fortnightly) 

CESLY 
WFP Conference Room 

Wednesday 10:00 
15:00 
16:00 

Food & Logistics (fortnightly) 
GBV Task Force (monthly)  
Health and Nutrition (fortnightly) 

WFP Conference Room 
MERCI 
JJ Dossen Hospital Conf Rm 

Thursday 09:00 
18:00 

WASH (fortnightly) 
Inter-agency coordination (fortnightly) 

JJ Dossen Hospital Conf Rm 
UNMIL Conference Room 

Monrovia 

Monday 10:00 
14:00 
15:15 
16:00 

Logistics & infrastructure (fortnightly) 
Child Protection (fortnightly) 
Protection (inc SGBV) (fortnightly) 
WASH (fortnightly) 

WFP  
UNICEF 
UNHCR 
MOPW 

Tuesday 09:00 
10:30 
11:00 
15:00 

Food (fortnightly) TBC 
Nutrition (fortnightly) 
Education (fortnightly) 
NFI/Shelter (fortnightly) 

WFP 
UNICEF 
MOE 
UNHCR 

Wednesday 09:00 Security (fortnightly) TBC UNHCR 
Thursday   10:30 HAC Ryan Conference Room 
Friday 09:00 

11:00 
Operational Coordination (fortnightly) 
Health (inc HIV/AIDS) (fortnightly) 

UNHCR  
MOHSW (6th floor Conf Rm) 

River Gee 

Tuesday 09:00 
09:00 
10:00 

WASH (fortnightly)  
Education (fortnightly) 
CPWG (fortnightly) 

Fish Town Health Centre  
Fishtown 
Medica Mondiale (Fishtown) 

 

Contacts 

• Isabel Crowley, Resident Representative. (English, French, Spanish, Italian) Tel: +231-6-702281 
• Fazlul Haque, Dy. Representative, fhaque@unicef.orgTel: +231-6-516010 
• Miraj Pradhan, Communication Specialist, mpradhan@unicef.org Tel: +231-6-282074  

 
Next SITREP: 8 Jan 2012 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grand Gedeh– Zwedru 

Monday  09:30 Security (fortnightly) UN Conference Room 
Tuesday 09:00 

09:00 
WASH (weekly) 
CPWG (fortnightly) 

Hospital 
LRRRC Office 

Wednesday 
  
  

10:00  
15:00 
17:00 

Education WG (weekly) 
Protection (weekly) 
Health (weekly) 

Zwedru Library 
LRRRC 
Hospital 

Thursday 10:00 Inter-agency coordination (weekly) UN ConfRm 
Friday   10:00 SGBV (weekly) LRRRC 
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