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Côte d’Ivoire 
Situation report # 12 
14 July 2011  

This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Côte 
d’Ivoire. It covers the period from 6 to 13 July. The next report will be issued on or around 21July,2011. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• Large-scale population movements continue as both IDPs and Ivorian Refugees from Liberia start 

return to their zones of residence within the country. 
• The humanitarian community in Côte d’Ivoire adopts a new information-sharing platform. 
• Humanitarian actors plead for improved security amid renewed incidents of banditry and extortion 

since the suppression of checkpoints in the West. 
• New IASC Gender Adviser arrives in Côte d’Ivoire to support the humanitarian community and the 

Government. 

 
II. Situation Overview 

 
The security situation in Abidjan remains relatively calm but unpredictable. Incidents of home intrusion, 
banditry and theft continue to be reported especially in the neighbourhoods of Cocody, Plateau and Deux 
Plateaux. Many parts of the city have become much more stable and displaced people have started returning 
home, but pockets of insecurity and serious community tensions still exist. Despite renewed police presence 
in the neighbourhoods of Youpougon and Abobo, parallel systems continue to be established by the Forces 
Républicaine de Côte d’Ivoire (FRCI). There are reports of arbitrary arrests, including arrests of internally 
displaced persons (IDPs) on sites. Armed persons, including FRCI elements, are said to be demanding 
payment from civilians for crossing checkpoints. Markets have reopened but they are closing early as both 
buyers and sellers avoid being out after dark. 
 

In the West, notably in Moyen 
Cavally region, the security 
situation is improving 
compared to the previous 
weeks. During the reporting 
period, the incidence of 
domestic thefts declined 
sharply. In sharp contrast, 
however, the renewed wave of 
robbery along the Guiglo-
Zagné-Taïaxis, is causing 
concern among humanitarian 
actors, even though they are yet 
to be the targets of such 
attacks. Within the same 
security context, the presence 
of Dozos (traditional hunters) 
in Guiglo continues to 
traumatize IDPs and hamper 
the return of populations to 
their zones of origin. 

 
Many checkpoints that were manned by FRCI members have been removed along the Man-Duékoué, Man-
Danané, Duékoué-Guiglo, Guiglo-Toulepleu and Duékoué-Daloa axes, but humanitarian actors remain 
concerned that the uniformed men manning such check points have yet to be disarmed. They are advocating 
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for alternative income-generating activities for the armed men manning the suppressed checkpoints in order 
to forestall an increase in banditry activities. 
 
UNHCR reports that massive spontaneous returns of populations have been observed both in Côte d’Ivoire 
and Liberia, with the number of returnees estimated between 40,000 and 64,000 people. Despite security 
concerns, the municipal authorities in Bloléquin report that 5,500 Ivorian refugees from Liberia have been 
repatriated to their zones of origin within the last two weeks. The Guiglo-Toulepleu axis which hosts a 
number of smaller IDP sites remains primarily a return zone. In the Bloléquin area, IDPs are returning home 
from their shelters in the forests, including in Guiglo and Duékoué.  Returns are however complicated by the 
level of pillage and destruction in the area.  In the area between Bloléquin and Toulépleu, as many as 75 
percent of the villages remain uninhabited. 
 
UNHCR has assisted around 1,200 IDPs from Danané for their return to Zouhan-Hounien. The Protection 
cluster, in collaboration with local authorities, the United Nations Operation in Côte d’Ivoire (UNOCI) and 
other humanitarian partners, is continuing to conduct assessment missions in the resettlement zones of 
Bloléquin. To date, around 162 families comprised of 721 persons have been relocated from the Catholic 
Mission site in Duékoué to the newly constructed Nahibly site. Prior to their departure, all IDPs underwent 
medical check-up and were sensitized to their new environment, after which an assessment of their voluntary 
relocation was carried out.  
 
As of 13 July, only 29,732 IDPs remain in 65 sites across the country, according to figures released by the 
Camp Coordination and Camp Management Cluster. 
 

PROTECTION 
UNHCR, CARITAS and Vivre, Informer, Fraterniser (VIF), a national NGO based in western Côte d’Ivoire, 
visited return villages of Gricoria, Yokorio and Zobia in the Haut-Sassandra region to assess the living 
conditions of returnees. The mission revealed that several houses were destroyed and looted.  
 
On 4 and 5 July, 28 child protection volunteers from Save the Children, International Rescue Committee 
(IRC) and Association Secours Afrique (ASA) were present during the relocation operation from the 
Duékoué Catholic Mission to the Nahibly site. They were on duty to prevent separation, abuse on children 
and assist the more vulnerable parents and children. 
 
On 4 July, a pre-identification campaign of separated children was launched in the West as a pilot initiative 
with the support of UNICEF, Save the Children, CARITAS, IRC and ICRC1 the Ivorian Red Cross and the 
Directorate of Social Welfare. 
 
During the first week of July, 34 newly separated children were documented, bringing the total of such 
separated children to 211 since the beginning of the post electoral conflict. IRC recently announced that it 
will shortly activate the inter-agency Identification, Documentation, Tracing and Reunification (IDTR) 
database throughout the country. 
 
In Abidjan, Save the Children trained 40 animators of child-friendly spaces in Yopougon and Dabou.  2,532 
children took part in activities organized in seven IDP sites. UNICEF provided, through its partners, 
psychosocial support for 880 children in the localities of Didievi, Beoumi and Mankono. 
 
In the North, the Centre and Zanzan area in the East, 122 child protection committees have been reactivated 
through a community-based approach where their capacity has been built to enable them to identify and refer 
cases to appropriate facilities. 
 

                                                 
1 While operating independently of the UN-led humanitarian effort, ICRC and MSF work in a collaborative manner, regularly exchanging 
information with the other humanitarian actors.   

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
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During the week of 27 June to 3 July, in the West, IRC, DRC and Save the Children undertook a 
sensitization campaign to prevent Gender Based Violence (GBV) and disseminated information on the 
services available to local partners. IRC trained medical service providers on Clinical Care of Sexual Assault 
Survivors. IRC and Save the Children also held activities to organize the referral system and conducted 
trainings on the holistic approach to case management.  All these interventions covered different areas in 
Man, Bouléquen, Zouan-Hounien, Danané and Duékoué.  
 
The GBV Sub-Cluster is working on manuals and a schedule of joint sensitization training targeting 
members of the FRCI, with the main objective of preventing GBV by armed men and facilitating the referral 
of GBV survivors to specialized services.  
 

FOOD SECURITY 
 
Preliminary figures for June indicate that more than 180,000 IDPs and returnees were assisted in June 
through general food distributions alone. This figure will further increase once all reports for June activities 
have been received, including nutrition activities. 
 
Data collection for the nation-wide nutrition survey is ongoing in the Centre-West and in the Centre-North 
until 30 July. The data collection in Abidjan finished on 11 June, and preliminary results will be available by 
the end of this week. The nutrition survey is led by the National Programme for Nutrition (PNN) in 
collaboration with WFP, UNICEF and Helen Keller International as partner. 
 
Data collection for the WFP and FAO food security assessment is finished and data is being analysed, with 
preliminary results expected by mid-July. A workshop led by the Ministry of Agriculture for the mapping 
exercise took place between 5 and 7 July. This is the first country-wide assessment since the post-electoral 
crisis, jointly undertaken by the Government, FAO, WFP and UNDP. The assessment studied household 
food consumption scores and household coping strategies, and the findings will help WFP and FAO to better 
target beneficiaries in the future. 
 

HEALTH 
The Ministry of Health and WHO are organising two workshops in Abidjan. The first workshop designed to 
review performance indicators of nutrition-related interventions is ongoing and will end on 15 July. 
Similarly, another workshop on health system financing has been planned for 14 and 15 July. 

 
During the reporting period, the epidemiological surveillance system detected the incidence of certain 
diseases in the regions: 
Abidjan: 44 cases of cholera (23 in Koumassi, 9 in Port Bouet) 
Adzope: 13 cases of cholera, 4 cases of Acute Flaccid Paralysis, 3 cases of Measles, 1 case of yellow fever. 
West: 5 cases of yellow fever (Zouan, Hounien and Toulépleu), 4 cases of meningitis, 1 case of measles 
(Duékoué.) 
North Central: 4 cases of yellow fever, 4 cases of measles (Bouaké, Korhogo, Tengréla.) 
 
Between 24 and 27 June, the Ministry of Health, WHO and UNICEF organized the second round of 
vaccination campaign against Poliomyelitis associated with vitamin A supplementation and deworming of 
children under 59 months of age throughout the country. 6,801,700 children were vaccinated, thus achieving 
97 per cent coverage. 
 

NUTRITION 
A team of trainers from the National Programme on Nutrition (PNN) supported by a Consultant from WFP is 
on mission to Bouaké and Korhogo. The team is to conduct training in care for those affected by severe 
malnutrition. On 12 and 13 July, a training workshop for 26 service providers of nutritional care will take 
place while 21 others will be trained in Korhogo on 15 and 16 July. 
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Data collection is ongoing for the Standardized Monitoring Assessment Relief Transition (SMART) 
investigation. A team from WFP will supervise the investigation between 17 and 22 July in the Central and 
Northern part of the country in order to ensure adherence to agreed norms. 
 
WFP has signed a partnership agreement with almost 50 organisations in the Central, Northern and Western 
parts of the country with the aim of providing care for those affected by severe malnutrition. With regard to 
the care of those admitted for moderately acute malnutrition, a total of 152 tons of supplementary plumpy 
nuts have been pre-positioned in WFP’s regional offices. 
 
According to partially available data, 1,610 patients suffering from moderately acute malnutrition, 1,570 
people living with AIDS (PLWAs) undergoing anti-retroviral therapy treatment, 418 pregnant and lactating 
women have been assisted in June. Over 11,000 children (6,713 in Danané and Mahapleu and around 5,000 
in Duékoué) in healthy condition have benefited from daily distributions of porridge within the framework of 
the blanket feeding programme. 
 

 CAMP COORDINATION/MANAGEMENT 
As of 13 July, an estimated 29,732 IDPs continues to live in 65 sites across the country. This figure 
represents a 27 per cent decrease in the number of IDP populations on sites compared to the end of June. The 
sharp decrease is traceable to an increase of field follow-up activities by Camp Managers and 
declassification of IDP sites to areas where IDPs now live in host families.  
 
Additional Collective Centres currently under construction continue to be identified by CCCM Partners, 
following an ongoing investigation by CCCM teams. An update on the situation of sites has been released to 
cluster leads in order to meet identified needs in a sustainable manner. 
 
In Abidjan, 25 families (112 IDPs) are sheltering in two such centres identified by Association Secours 
Afrique (ASA) in the Angre/Chateau neighbourhoods. The IDPs are living in very precarious conditions. In 
Lagunes, (Abidjan district) and Sud-Comoe, CARITAS has identified another centre sheltering 82 
households (351 persons). Recommendations following this assessment are being studied to better assist 
these IDPs. 
 
Around 1,244 IDPs living in sites and collective centers are under threat of expulsion by owners of occupied 
spaces. The owners of such occupied properties now want to repossess their properties. In this context, a 
temporary site has been identified for the transfer of the IDPs living in Saint Laurent Catholic Church in 
Yopougon. These IDPs risk being expelled from their current location.  
 
The UNHCR Office in Tabou has reported the presence of unconfirmed number of new sites in San Pedro. 
These sites have been added to the IDP sites database. 
 
The violation of the civil and humanitarian character of IDPs sites by the FRCI and the fragile security 
situation around some IDP sites have been shared with the Protection cluster for appropriate action.  
 

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 
 
In Abidjan, ICRC, in collaboration with ACF and UNICEF provided cholera prevention-related health 
education to over 4,000 families and distributed 433,500 bars of soap in the Port Bouet, Koumassi, Marcory, 
Abobo and Ayama neighborhoods of Abidjan. Additionally, Save the Children trained 25 trainers and 72 
community health extension workers in hygiene promotion activities. ACF has also provided health 
extension services to 15,046 families in the Yopougon, Adjame, Koumassi, Marcory and Treichville 
neighborhoods.  
 
In the West, findings from a Solidarités-conducted evaluation from 27 June to 3 July confirmed the incidence 
of bloody diarrhea along the Doukoué-Kouibly axis (Dieuzon: 4 cases, Blenemeouin: 9 cases and 
GuigloTawake: 5 cases). In response, Solidarités built 70 family latrines in Bagouhouo and IRC launched 
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community-led total sanitation (CLTS) programmes in Koffikro, Amanikro, Kekrenou, Allokobo, Simonkro 
localities from 4–8 July 2011 with nearly 2,000 participants. 
 
Save the Children’s sanitation-related activities for the reporting period include the evaluation of the SOS 
village (consisting of needy and underprivileged children) accompanied by the curing and cleaning of its 
septic pits; ACF emptied 72 latrines and removed 545 m3 of solid waste from the Catholic Mission IDP 
camp in Duékoué.  
 
Conditions remain precarious at the overcrowded Catholic Mission IDP camp in Duékoué, which has an IDP 
population of 12,500. Though Sphere indicators for sufficient water supply are assured (15 liters/day/person), 
the number of latrines (75) and bathing areas (47) are far from being acceptable, with the construction of 
additional provisions being hampered by lack of appropriate space. On the health front, however, close 
monitoring of diarrheal diseases, including cholera, indicate that there is no cause for alarm at this time. 
 
The flow to the Nahibly relocation camp from the overcrowded Catholic Mission camp is continuing with 
the expected transfer of several hundred additional IDPs in the coming days. Some 721 people have already 
been transferred to this new site where water supply and sanitation are deemed adequate to host several 
thousand. 
 
WASH indicators for water supply, sanitation and hygiene remain substandard in almost all villages affected 
by the post-election crisis. WASH cluster partners are advocating point-of-use methodologies to make water 
safe to drink, and implementing hygiene promotion and sanitation education, in addition to well chlorination. 
 
WASH Cluster technical working groups “WATER QUALITY” and “HYGIENE PROMOTION” are 
functional with terms of reference drafted by the cluster. Outcomes of these working groups during the 
reporting period include hygiene promotion training of field agents (Oxfam, Save the Children) as well as the 
establishment (Oxfam) of a water testing laboratory in the National Institute of Public Health (INHP) located 
in the regional capital of Guiglo. 
 
Of 300 latrine slabs distributed by WASH Cluster partner ACF during this reporting period, 180 latrines 
have already been built in villages within the Danané and Zouan-Hounien areas. The target is to eventually 
build 1,000 latrines in these areas. 
 
In Bouaké, 1,500 students now have access to newly built latrines equipped with hand washing facilities in 
thirteen schools in the Sakoussou Department. 
 

 EMERGENCY TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
The first lot of equipment orders have been placed for the remaining sites in Abidjan, Danané, Korhogo, 
Duékoué, Guiglo and Toulépleu. Customs clearance formalities are ongoing for the second batch of 
equipment scheduled to arrive by sea on 18 July 2011.  
 
The deployment of radio operators in Man and Bouaké for the COMCENS is being awaited while the 
provision of reliable data channel for OCHA and OXFAM is being finalised.  
 
Information on the cost-sharing arrangement was communicated to partners during last week’s security cell 
meeting and the request for additional frequencies was sent to the Telecommunications authority (ATCI: 
Agence de Télécommunications de Côte d’Ivoire) and the Ministry of Telecommunications.  
 
 

IV. Neighbouring countries 
LIBERIA  
As of 7 July, the total number of Ivorian refugees in Liberia is 149,453, according to UNHCR. The 
refugees are spread across host communities in almost 215 border villages/towns. In the context, WFP's 
emergency operation plans to provide food assistance to close to 186,000 people including refugees, host 
communities and malnourished children until December 2011. Between January and May alone, WFP was 
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able to provide food and nutrition assistance to 88,180 people in Nimba, Grand Gedeh and Maryland 
Counties. Between 1 and 10 July, WFP supported 43,450 refugees in Nimba, Grand Gedeh, Maryland and 
River Gee Counties.  
 
In addition, through its partner Agriculture Relief Services (ARS), WFP distributed food rations to 3,020 
hosts under the FAO-sponsored seed protection project, thus completing the food for seed protection 
exercise for Nimba County that was planned for May/June. One-off food distributions to about 17,000 
hosts in Maryland County are expected to start next week.  
 
The supplementary feeding programme for children under 5 years of age and suffering from moderate 
acute malnutrition is being implemented in Grand Gedeh, Nimba and Maryland Counties.  
 
GHANA  
As of 4 July, the number of Ivorian asylum-seekers in Ghana stands at 17,023. In the Brong Ahafo region, 
Fetentaa Camp registered one new arrival. Following the database update aimed at including self-relocated 
asylum seekers, the camp population now stands at 569 individuals. In the Western region and as of the end 
of June, the population of Ivorian refugees at the Eagle Star camp stood at 696 while that of the Ampain 
camp was estimated at 6,667. WFP has been implementing an emergency operation to provide food support 
to 10,000 refugees. 
 
 

V. Coordination 
 
On 5 July, the Early Recovery cluster met and mapped out plans  for the second phase of its rapid needs 
assessment which will be carried out between 17 and 23 July along the following axes: Yopougon and 
environs, Abobo-Anyama, Bouaké-Tiébissou-Didiévi-Sakassou-Katiola, and Korhogo-Ferké-Boundiali. The 
mission’s goal is to determine the socio-economic and social cohesion needs of the population with a view to 
analyzing and planning targeted responses in zones mostly affected by the post-electoral crisis. The first 
phase of the rapid needs assessment in the West, South West and Central West were conducted between 20 
and 30 June 2011. 
 
On 6 July, the Humanitarian Country Team held its weekly meeting which focused on the security situation 
and the removal of checkpoints in Western part of the country. In view of renewed wave of banditry 
following the removal of the checkpoints, the HCT is advocating for UNOCI’s increased presence in form of 
patrols in the zone while pleading with the Ministry of Defense to deploy the Police and the Gendarmerie to 
the zone in order to ensure security of the population.  
 
Another outcome of the meeting is the decision to immediately render operational the Assessment and 
Information Management (AIM) working group. The group, comprised of information management 
technicians from the humanitarian community and local authorities, is charged with the responsibility of 
supporting the coordinated assessments, analysis and sharing of information by all humanitarian actors for a 
more efficient response. 
 
The HCT also welcomed the newly-deployed IASC GenCap Gender Adviser to Côte d’Ivoire. Since her 
arrival, she has initiated a rapid assessment of clusters’ capacities in gender mainstreaming and gender 
analysis of the humanitarian response. 
 
On 7 and 8 July, OCHA received and briefed delegations from International Federation of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), Mercy Corps and CARE on the humanitarian situation in Côte d’Ivoire. 
During the reporting cycle, OCHA also facilitated missions to the West by the Department for International 
Development (DFID) and the European Commission's Humanitarian Office (ECHO). 
 

VI. Funding 
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As of 14 July, 2011, the Emergency Humanitarian Action Plan (EHAP) 
for Côte d’Ivoire and neighbouring countries affected by the crisis is 
funded at 23 percent with some $54 million contributed against a total 
requirement of $235 million. In absence of increased funding, 
humanitarian response to vulnerable populations will be impeded. The 
EHAP revision by the different clusters has just been concluded and will 
be launched in Geneva on 20 July 2011.         

                    
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial 
Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org. 
 
 

VI. Contact 
Niels Scott, Head of Office, OCHA Côte d’Ivoire - Mob: (+225) 44 320 375; email: scott2@un.org 
Carlos Geha, DHoO/Field Coordinator, OCHA Côte d’Ivoire – Mob (+225) 44 90 33 22; email: gehac@un.org 
Kayode Egbeleye, Public Information Officer, OCHA Côte d’Ivoire - Mob: (+225) 44 32 03 61; email: egbeleye@un.org 

235 
million 
requested (US$) 

23% 
funded 

77%  
Unmet 
requirements 
$180 million 
 
 


