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2.4 MILLION
school-aged children 
are drought-a�ected

70% Children
out of school prior to 

drought in Somalia

250 Schools
have so far closed 
due to the drought

720,000 School-aged children (45% girls)
are at risk of dropping out of school if no support is 
provided

UN0607642: A father with his sons and nephew collecting water from the Dollow River. An example of children 
engaging in domestic work at expense of education. Photo Credit UNICEF/ Sebastian Rich

SITUATION OVERVIEW

# school-aged children 
per district

Distribution of drought a�ected school aged children

Worse of all, many children who drop out of school, 
especially adolescent girls, never return to classes 

once they leave

“This is a child crisis. It’s not only about water or 
nutrition, but also about children losing education, 

falling vulnerable to child protection issues; all 
impacting their future,” UNICEF Representative 

SOMALIA DROUGHT CRISIS: Education Snapshot

More than 50 in 100 
children have no access to any form of education in the 
IDP camp/settlement settings

July 2022

4,094 - 17,845

17,846 - 36,083

36,084 - 83,706
83,707 - 159,507

159,508 - 328,398

BariSanaag

Sool
Togdheer

Woqooyi Galbeed
Awdal

Nugaa

Mudug

Galgaduud

HiraanBakool

Gedo
Middle Shabelle

Lower Shabelle

Lower Juba

Middle Juba

Bay

Banadir

Legend

0 400 800200 KM

The humanitarian crisis in Somalia continues to deteriorate. The current extreme, widespread, and persistent 
multi-season drought is unprecedented. Four consecutive rainy seasons have failed, a climatic event not seen 
in at least 40 years. The 2022 March-May rainy season appears likely to be the driest on record, devastating 
livelihoods and driving sharp increases in food, water, and nutrition insecurity. The impact of the drought and 
increasing economic pressures are deepening the severity of needs and driving the country to the brink of 
famine.  An estimated 6.13 million people, among whom 40% are school-aged population are estimated to 
be a�ected by the drought.

The occurrence of the drought is deepening and widening 
poverty, and exacerbating pre-existing vulnerabilities, 
impacting among others education outcomes. The country 
was already witnessing an overall dysfunctional and weak 
education system resulting from the multiple crises 
leading to low quality of education, encompassed by low 
enrolment rate, low retention rate, low transition rate, and 
a high number of unquali�ed and  untrained teachers.

Before the drought, more than 70% of school-aged children were already out of school in the country. 3.1M school-aged 
children were in need of education assistance (HNO 2022). Currently, the Cluster estimates that 2.4M school-aged children 
are a�ected by the drought. Among these, 1.7M children are out of school. Furthermore, about 720,000 (47% girls) school 
going children are at risk of dropping out of school due to the impact of the drought.
At least 250 schools were closed before the end of the academic year in May due to drought-related challenges across the 
country and about 12 schools (10 in Somaliland and 2 IDP schools in north Gaalkacyo) were destroyed by windstorms in 
May. Prior to the drought only 52% of schools classi�ed as permanent structures and most education facilities are at least 
30 minutes walking distance for 1 in 3 households. 

School drop-out is rising and several reasons have been cited. Parents’ 
inability to pay the school fees, increase in domestic work, worsening 
protection risks, etc have all severly contributed to school dropout. In 
addition, the reduction in enrolment and attendance was attributed to 
the drought induced movements, a�ecting mostly rural compared to 
urban areas. Based on the completed surveys, as many people move in 
search of food and safe water, there’s an increase in the number of 
children withdrawing from school. With the increasing in�ux of IDPs, 
there’s a reduction in opportunities for children to access education in 
the settlements as existing spaces are limited. Many children who drop 
out of school, especially adolescent girls, never return to classes once 
they leave. 

School feeding: while little is known about the impact of school feeding 
programs on education, the immediate bene�ts include alleviating 
hunger and improving school enrollment and attendance. With the 
intensity of the drought and worsening food crisis at household levels, 
it has been reported that children are dropping out of school because 
families cannot send hungry children to school with no school feeding 
program. Schools with school feeding programs are reportedly 
witnessing an increase in enrolment. 



Disclaimer: This analysis is based on secondary data sources, some of which were published earlier this year. Therefore, given the evolving situation, conditions could have worsened with time. Besides, the Cluster couldn’t verify most of the sources 
used for this analysis and some of the �gures quoted are projections and therefore lack some level of accuracy. For more information: Contact the Education Cluster fmmorjan@unicef.org, abomar@unicef.org, yaibrahim@unicef.org

250 Schools were closed before the end of the 
academic year in May due to  the drought

SOMALIA DROUGHT CRISIS: Education Snapshot July 2022
Most commonly reported education and child protection concerns in most the drought affected areas

Children attend class in a 'CFS' at an IDP camp Kabasa in Dolow, Somalia. 
Photo Credit UNICEF/ Ismail Taxta

720,000 children in school are at risk of dropping 
out due to the drought induced challenges

The drought is heavily a�ecting the functioning of the education sector. In a 
survey conducted in January 2022 by SCI, at least 16%  of the surveyed respon-
dents believed that schools in their districts/communities were not function-
ing normally since the start of the drought. In addition, 10% of HHs reported 
schools were closed due to the drought with the most observed closure in the 
regions of Gedo, Hiiran, Galgaduud and Bay as illustrated below. 

25% Teachers abandoned teaching in favour of 
other sources of livelihood as incentives are cut.

Available data indicates that teachers are abandoning their duties in search of 
other livelihood options to navigate through the impact of the drought. In 
Puntland, at least 165  teachers abandoned their jobs due to salary/incentive 
issues. As a countere�ect, many schools are already closed due to a shortage 
of teachers, while many are feared to close as the new academic starts in 
August. Based on the 2021 Draft year, there were only 27% quali�ed teachers 
at the primary and 51% at the secondary level in Banadir and four of the 
federal member states. In terms of composition, there were only 20% and 9% 
female teachers at primary and secondary levels respectively.

25%

Drought is disrupting school enrolment and attendance for learners in the 
a�ected areas. Regional distribution of school disruption due to drought is 
highest in Gedo, Hiiran, Sool and Mudug  and several factors have been cited for 
this disruption. Among others, food and water shortages have forced people to 
move in search of water and livelihoods, with many displaced into camps/settle-
ments where education services are very limited, if not non-existent. Also, as 
communities adopt negative mechanisms, many have withdrawn their children 
from school as they cannot a�ord the education-related costs.  According to SCI, 
55% of surveyed HHs indicated families might not be able to earn or get the 
money needed to survive and meet cost of education. Other top barriers to 
accessing education include the distance to facilities, safety concerns, child 
labour (15%) for both girls and boys, while early marriage (20%) was also cited as 
the main barrier for girls in 10% of locations assessed.

50% of sites had access to educational facilities in May compared to April’s rate 
of 51% of sites, and March’s rate of 56% of sites. Earlier, only 33% of the 
monitored IDP sites had access to at least one primary
school, and only 6% of sites had the presence of Accelerated Basic Education 
(ABE) services. With the increasing in�ux of IDPs, there’s a reduction in opportu-
nities for children to access education in the settlements. In addition, 
overcrowding in the available spaces is increasing as more children join the 
settlements. Distance to learning facilities remains a constraint for some 
children. As seen in the �gure below, 4% of the children walk for over 1hr and 
8% walk between 30mins and 1 hour to reach education facilities. This has 
implications for the safety of the children, especially girls. In addition, such 
distance is a huge barrier for CwDs to access education in and around the settle-
ments.  

Most a�ected Regions % school closed
Gedo 39%
Hiiran 37%
Galgaduud 21%
Bay 19%

At least 10 schools in the Somaliland and 2 IDP schools in north Gaalkacyo 
were destroyed by windstorms in May. The destruction of the schools 
infrastructure contributed to limited spaces, school closure and overcrowding 
in the existing spaces.
The other factors contributing to school closure included end of project 
grants, shortage of teachers, limited access to water, displacement as people 
migrated to search for food and water, etc.

“Our school is to protect our sheep.” said Abdirizak when asked about 
education. The girl in this picture is among many that are not enrolled in 
school. With the drought worsening, even the few enrolled are being 
withdrawn.  Photo Credit UNICEF Somalia/2022/ Mulugeta Ayene.

Ayan is walking to school. It's painful for her to walk this far, but she is 
determined to make it to class. Ayan Abokor Isse has been attending school 
only as her legs permit her. She is among the few CwDs that are able to bit 
the barriers to access education amidst the drought induced 
challenges. Photo Credit UNICEF Somalia/2022/ Mulugeta Ayene
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More than 50 in 100 children have no access to 

any form of education in IDP camp/settlement settings 

In Puntland, only 17% of the assessed schools have safe drinking water, 45% 
with limited drinking water and 38% have no water at all and they therefore 
urgently need safe drinking water.  Analysis of the GPE supported schools 
indicated an overall shortage of water in 37% of the schools. Most a�ected 
states included Hirshabelle (53%),  Galmudug (34%) and Southwest (28%). 
51 schools in Gedo Region are on the verge of closure due to water shortages . 
Pre-drought reports indicated that 68%  of the schools didn’t have toilets/la-
trines and in schools where toilets exist, only 10% were accessible by CwDs. 

WASH in Schools

Child labour 

Child neglect

Emotional abuse

Physical abuse

Child marriages
Most common issues reported
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Prevailing protection risks are becoming even 
more acute due to drought, further hindering 
access to education especially for girls & CwDs. 
Safety concerns on the way to school among 
factors limiting access to education.

25% of the teachers have stopped teaching. In Puntland alone 165 
teachers left their  jobs due to salary issues as of April 2022

Protection concerns 


