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Situation in Numbers 

3,900,000  
children in need of 

humanitarian assistance 
(Humanitarian Needs Overview  

February 2021) 

 

5,900,000  
people in need 
(Humanitarian Needs Overview  

 February 2021) 

 

1,958,550 
Internally displaced children 

(IDPs) or refugees 
(OCHA March 2021) 

 

 

 

Highlights 

• Drought continues to exacerbate the demand for food aid in Somalia. 3.5 
million people in the country face severe food insecurity, while 2.6 million 
people are experiencing water scarcity across the country. 

• An armed conflict forced over 100,000 people to flee Guriceel (in 
Galmudug state) to 28 remote settlements. There were around 1,005 
unaccompanied children and 2,009 people with disabilities among the 
displaced. 

• During the reporting period, 28,137 people (8,440 girls, 8,724 boys, 
10,973 women and men) received emergency water through water 
trucking and rehabilitation of water points. 

• UNICEF has enhanced its assistance to ensure the continuity of key 
Maternal, Neonatal, Child and Adolescent Health (MNCAH) services; 
during the reporting period, 42,390 children and women received 
essential healthcare services. 

• In 2021, a total of 185,188 children were admitted for treatment of severe 
acute malnutrition (SAM), with 15,609 children admitted for treatment in 
October. 

• Between January and October, UNICEF provided educational support to 
171,607 children (82,048 girls), compared to a target of 160,000, and 
mental health and psychosocial support services to 57,262 children and 
caregivers (65% of girls and boys). 
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Funding Overview and Partnerships 
As of October 2021, UNICEF’s Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) appeal shows a funding gap of 35 percent. 

During the reporting period, with generous funding received from donors, UNICEF and partners were able to provide 

lifesaving and life-sustaining interventions. As needs continue to grow, UNICEF Somalia requires additional timely and 

flexible funding to respond effectively and efficiently to the ongoing crisis and ensure provision of lifesaving humanitarian 

programs. 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
Drought continues to exacerbate food assistance needs in Somalia, aggravating the dire circumstances of the country's 

almost 3.5 million people who are food insecure. A total of 2.6 million people are affected by shortage of water while the 

drought forced 111,000 people to flee their homes in 2021. 

Armed conflict continues to take a devastating toll on civilians. In 2021, 539,000 people have been displaced due to 

conflict. In October, over 100,000 people evacuated Guriceel (in Galmudug state), spreading to 28 remote communities. 

Around 1,005 unaccompanied children and 2,009 people with disabilities were among the displaced1. The conflict also 

resulted in school closures, affecting an estimated 10,000 school-aged children (40 percent of whom are girls). With the 

slow return of the people to Guriceel, assessment findings will be used to inform educational responses to assist learners 

in resuming their studies.  

According to the Secretary General’s annual report on Children Affected by Armed Conflict (CAAC), Somalia is the 

world’s most dangerous conflict for children. In comparison to other countries included in the Secretary General's report, 

Somalia had the highest verified violations (23,374) over the last five years (2016–20). Following the release of this 

report, the Somali Group of Friends of CAAC issued a statement emphasizing the importance of child rights in 

international efforts to bring sustainable peace to Somalia. 

As Somalia deals with a complex, volatile, evolving situation compounded by already scarce and overstretched 

resources, UNICEF continues to expand its response across all sectors in order to reach and meet the urgent 

humanitarian needs of those affected. The country's deteriorating humanitarian situation also necessitates integrating 

long-term solutions into the ongoing humanitarian response in line with the principles of the Triple Nexus.  

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Nutrition 

UNICEF and partners have continued to provide a holistic package of promotive, preventive, and curative nutrition 

services through a network of fixed and mobile nutrition centres. Between January and October, 185,188 children 

(102,470 girls and 82,718 boys) with life-threatening severe acute malnutrition (SAM) were admitted to UNICEF-

supported nutrition treatment programs (while about 15,609 children were admitted in the month of October). A total of 

84,714 children aged 6–23 months received multiple micronutrient powders from January to October 2021. In addition, 

individual counselling on infant and young child feeding (IYCF) was provided to 782,013 mothers and caregivers, with 

65,392 of those counselled in October 2021. A total of 180,166 pregnant and lactating women were supplemented with 

iron and folic acid between January and October 2021.  

Extensive training of community health workers and workshops for engaging religious and community leaders to 

promote nutrition-related messages, including maternal nutrition and infant and young child feeding, have been 

conducted. As of October 31st, a total of 4,719 health workers have also been trained on the new Integrated 

Management of Acute Malnutrition Guidelines, and an additional 1,716 health and nutrition workers have been trained 

on IYCF promotion. 

Health 

In October 2021, UNICEF and partners accelerated the provision of lifesaving health services in the Central South areas 

and Puntland. A total of 42,390 people (20,981 under the age group of five; 13,736 women and 7,673 men) received 

curative services through the first outpatient department consultation. Over 5,535 and 4,797 infants received Penta 1 

and Penta 3 vaccinations, respectively. Measles vaccines were also administered to 10,656 infants (5,273 girls and 

5,383 boys). In terms of maternal health services, 5,767 women completed the first antenatal care (ANC) visit, 2,251 

women completed the fourth ANC visit, and 1,254 deliveries were supported by a skilled birth attendant. Additionally, 

UNICEF provided emergency health supplies and services to internally displaced populations in Galmudug (Guriceel) 

and Puntland (Bosaso and Galkayo). In Galkayo, UNICEF provided emergency health services to 333 people, and 277 

additional people received health education for disease prevention. FFurthermore, UNICEF has supported COVID-19 

 
1 The number of displaced individuals reported in the interagency rapid assessment in October has changed as IDPs 
return to Guriceel, and the data will be revised in the next sitrep report. 
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vaccination efforts through COVAX in Somalia, and the vaccination update has gradually improved across the country. 

As of October 30th, a total of 654,862 doses were administered, and 291,760 doses were used as the second dose. 

WASH 

In 2021, 775,159 people (225,322 girls, 254,642 boys, 151,301 women, and 143,894 men) were reached with 

emergency water supply, while 428,846 people (131,481 girls, 110,278 boys, 89,877 women, and 97,210 men) received 

sustainable water supply services. To improve the affected population's access to hygiene supplies and services, 

UNICEF supported the provision of hygiene kits and hygiene promotion services to 290,479 people in vulnerable 

settlements and communities. In October, UNICEF supported the chlorination of 116 water sources in Bay & Bakool 

regions. During the reporting period, in response to the increasing risk of COVD-19 pandemic in the country, a total of 

57,106 vulnerable and emergency affected people were reached through community cantered hygiene promotion 

interventions.  

Education 

UNICEF provided a comprehensive education package to 21,042 children (9,451 girls), which includes secure and 

protective learning spaces, safe water, teachers and Community Education Committees (CECs) training. Following the 

reopening of schools in September, CECs and teachers organized back-to-school programs to raise community 

awareness in Puntland.   

In Somaliland, a total of 112 (35 female) CECs members were trained in improving school governance, resource 

management, social mobilization, and child protection. 

The training, which was facilitated by the Ministry of Education, aimed to develop the capacity of CECs who assist 

schools in improving education quality and increasing access to education through enrolment campaigns. A total of 100 

teachers (12 females) were trained in pedagogical skills in order to improve the necessary skills for children's learning.  

Child Protection 

During the reporting month, 5,957 people, comprising 85 percent children and women, received mental health and 

psychosocial support (MHPSS) services. The child protection CAAFAG (children previously associated with armed 

forces and armed groups) program, received 12 new defections from Al Shabaab (all boys). To date, 654 children (83 

girls, 571 boys) have received reintegration support, including community follow-up. As the number of unaccompanied 

and separated children increases in country, UNICEF and its partners scaled up their family tracing and reunification 

efforts, reuniting 1,057 children (609 boys and 448 girls) and placing others in alternative care while family tracing 

continues. Awareness-creation activities reached 11,592 people, of whom 52 percent were children. Comprehensive 

Gender-Based Violence services (legal, MHPSS, shelter, and medical) were provided to 452 people (99 percent women 

and girls).  

Communications for Development (C4D), Community Engagement & Accountability 

During the reporting period, UNICEF continued to provide support at all levels to national partners and stakeholders in 

order to reinforce COVID-19 preventive efforts and increase uptake of the COVID-19 vaccine. A total of 8,28,804 people 

were reached through household visits, community meetings, and health education sessions across the country. In 

addition to the broadcast of 325 radio and 145 television spots, 4,680 hours of public address were delivered through 

vehicles equipped with mikes. Furthermore, 926 religious leaders were engaged and delivered 491 mosque 

announcements. 

In response to the Guri-Ceel displacements, UNICEF supported the training of 21 social mobilizers, who communicated 

more than 112 critical messages through local radio and television stations. In Banadir, 234 social mobilizers were 

trained in default tracing and identified 1,923 infants who had had their vaccination discontinued. 

Humanitarian Leadership, Coordination and Strategy 
UNICEF’s ongoing humanitarian action focuses on an integrated, inclusive, and multi-sectoral response to residual 

drought impact, displacement, conflict, disease outbreaks, and seasonal floods. In line with the 2021 Somalia 

Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP), and the Centrality of Protection Strategy, UNICEF’s priorities include the provision 

of life-saving services to address critical malnutrition and excess mortality, to effectively respond to mounting protection 

threats and support resilience building and early recovery. UNICEF is also committed to implementing gender-

responsive and socially inclusive humanitarian actions, to ensure that those most in need receive the right life-saving 

services.  

UNICEF leads the WASH and Nutrition Clusters and the Child Protection Area of Responsibility and co-leads the 

Education Cluster with Save the Children. The operational capacity of the UNICEF-led Clusters is significant, with a 

network of over 230 operational partners, including sub-regional coordinators in over 15 regions. The network facilitates 

access to information, as well as coordination and interventions in hard-to-reach and inaccessible areas.  
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Human Interest Stories and External Media 
In a statement , the Group of Friends of Children Affected by Armed Conflicts in Somalia expressed their concern on 
ongoing grave child rights violations in Somalia. These include abductions, rape and sexual violence, and child 
recruitment. Somalia also has the fifth highest number of children who have been killed or maimed in conflict globally. 
Donors’ visibility continued through the Country Office’s Facebook, Instagram and Twitter feeds.  
UNICEF congratulated Somalia for being among 109 countries that had signed the #Safe Schools Declaration and 
expressed commitment to work with the Ministry of Education to approve the Safe Schools Policy. The UNICEF 
Representative, in his capacity as Humanitarian Coordinator a.i., used the 2021 UN Day to highlight the humanitarian 
needs in Somalia where 7.7 million people will need assistance in 2022. UNICEF also highlighted the delivery of health 
supplies to 110,000 people displaced in Galmuddug region. On World Polio Day, the Ministry of Health, UNICEF and 
WHO issued a joint press statement  calling for renewed efforts to deliver on the promise of a polio-free Somalia.  
 

 Next SitRep: 20 December 2021 
UNICEF Somalia Crisis: https://www.unicef.org/somalia/ UNICEF Somalia Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: 

http://www.unicef.org/appeals/somalia.html 

 

 

 

Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results by  

  UNICEF and Ips Cluster/AoR Response 

Sector 
Overall 

needs 
2021 target 

Total 

results* 

Change 

since the 

last 

report 

▲▼ 

2021 target Total results* 

Change 

since the 

last report 

▲▼ 

Nutrition2        

# of boys and girls aged 6-59 months 

with severe acute malnutrition admitted 

for therapeutic care 

162,008 

121,500 

(62,546 G | 

58,954 B) 

185,188 

(102,470G | 

82,718 B) 

15,609▲ 

162,008 

(82,624 G| 

79,384 B) 

198,500 

(109,924 G| 

88,576B) 

17,143▲ 

# of boys and girls aged 6-59 months 

with moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) 

admitted for therapeutic care through the 

simplified protocol 

800,878 

25,000 

(12,750 G | 

12,250 B) 

26,664 

(14,254G |  

12,390 B) 

2,559▲ 

560,615 

(285,914 G| 

274,701 B) 

406,509 

 (219,451 G|  

187,058B) 

27,144▲ 

# of primary caregivers of children aged 

0-23 months who received counselling 

on infant and young child feeding 

887,582 

880,000 

(850,000 W | 

30,000 M) 

    782,013 

(782,013 W| 

0 M) 

65,392▲ 887,582 

     889,260 

(889,260 W| 

 0 M) 

 

78,037▲ 

Health        

# of people provided with access to 

essential life-saving health services 
 

849,484 

(210,165 G| 

192,320 B| 

259,793 W| 

187,206 M) 

237,441 

(61,615G| 

54,697 B| 

74,401W| 

46,728 M) 

42,390▲    

# of children under-1 year vaccinated 

against Measles 
 

64,156 

(34,620 G| 

29,536 B) 

31,607 

(16,2718G|  

15,336B) 

10,656▲    

# of pregnant women receiving delivery 

services by skilled birth attendants 
 

28,227 

(28,227 W) 
        8,271 1,254▲    

% of children aged 0-59 months with 

diarrhoea receiving oral rehydration salts 

(ORS) 

 >90% 100% 100%    

 
2 To ensure a more accurate interpretation of data and trend analysis, all Nutrition programme data from previous 
months are updated to capture results submitted by partners after the cut-off date for the situation report. 

    

Who to 

contact for 

further 

information: 

Mohamed Ayoya 

Representative  

UNICEF Somalia 

Email: mayoya@unicef.org  

Nejmudin Kedir Bilal 

Deputy Representative  

UNICEF Somalia 

Email: nkbilal@unicef.org 
   

 

 

Hiwot Kiflom 

Emergency Manager, OIC 

UNICEF Somalia 

Email: hkiflom@unicef.org 

 

 

https://www.unicef.org/somalia/press-releases/grave-child-rights-violations-somalia
https://www.facebook.com/UnicefSomalia/
https://www.instagram.com/unicefsomalia/
https://twitter.com/unicefsomalia
https://twitter.com/unicefsomalia/status/1455125131848781833
https://twitter.com/unicefsomalia/status/1454701359438213120
https://www.unicef.org/somalia/press-releases/world-polio-day-2021-delivering-promise-protect-every-somali-child-polio
https://www.unicef.org/somalia/
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/somalia.html
mailto:mayoya@unicef.org
mailto:nkbilal@unicef.org
mailto:hkiflom@unicef.org
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  UNICEF and Ips Cluster/AoR Response 

Sector 
Overall 

needs 
2021 target 

Total 

results* 

Change 

since the 

last 

report 

▲▼ 

2021 target Total results* 

Change 

since the 

last report 

▲▼ 

# of healthcare facility staff and 

community health workers trained in 

infection prevention and control (IPC)^ 

 

1,486 

(809 W| 677 

M) 

1,455 

(735W|  

720M) 

233▲    

WASH        

# of people reached with emergency 

water services in targeted settlements 

and communities3 

1,600,000 

850,000 

(255,000 G| 

263,500 B| 

178,500 W| 

153,000 M) 

775,159 

(225,322G| 

254,642B|  

151,301W | 

143,894 M) 

28,137▲ 

1,000,000 

(300,000 G| 

350,000 B| 

180,000 W| 

170,000 M) 

820,068 

(246,019G| 

287,024 B| 

147,612W|  

139,413 M) 

30,537▲ 

 

# of people reached with sanitation 

services in vulnerable settlements and 

communities 

1,300,000 

175,000 

(52,500 G| 

54,250 B|  

36,750 W|  

31,500 M) 

54,335 

(18,317 G|  

16,600 B|  

11,181 W|  

8237 M) 

- 

1,000,000 

(300,000 G| 

350,000 B| 

180,000 W| 

170,000 M) 

284,531 

(85,360G| 

99,586 B|  

51,214W| 

48,371 M) 

36,024▲ 

 

# of people reached with hygiene 

promotion activities and hygiene kits 

distribution in vulnerable settlements and 

communities 

4,100,000 

1,200,000 

(360,000 G| 

372,000 B| 

252,000 W| 

216,000 M) 

290,479 

(94,231 G|  

110,838B|  

73,481W|  

44,479 M) 

57,106▼ 

2,547,007 

(764,102 G| 

891,453 B| 

458,461 W| 

432,991 M) 

1,155,341 

(346,603G| 

404,369B| 

207,961 W|  

196,408 M) 

227,351▲ 

 

# of people reached with sustainable 

access to safe water in targeted 

settlements and communities 

4,200,000 

320,000 

(96,000 G| 

99,200 B| 

67,200 W| 

57,600 M) 

    428,846 

(131,481G|  

110,278B|  

89,877W|  

97,210 M) 

105,817▲ 

1,547,007 

(464,102 G| 

541,453 B| 

278,461 W| 

262,991 M) 

      667,267 

(200,179 G| 

233,544 B|  

120,107W|  

113,437M) 

166,632▲ 

 

# of people reached through institutional 

WASH Infection Prevention and Control 

(IPC) activities 

 

220,000 

(66,000 G| 

68,200 B| 

46,200 W| 

39,600 M) 

31,430 

(12,354 G|  

13,796 B|  

3,073 W|  

2,207 M) 

-    

Child Protection        

# of children and caregivers accessing 

community based mental health and 

psychosocial support services 

545,500 

180,000 

(79,200 G| 

79,200 B| 

14,400 W| 

7,200 M) 

57,262 

(16,725G| 

20,781B| 

10,624 W| 

9,132 M) 

5,957▲ 

 

408,000 

(122,400 G| 

142,800 B| 

73,440 W| 

69,360 M) 

162,198 

(62,942G| 

63,946 B| 

19, 961 W|  

15,349M) 

53,315▼ 

# of registered unaccompanied and 

separated children supported with 

reunification services, family-based care 

or appropriate alternatives 

28,000 

7,040 

(2,605 G| 

4,435 B) 

13,551 

(5,618 G| 

7,933B) 

1,057▲ 

 

15,000 

(4,500 G| 

5,250 B| 

2,700 W| 

2,550 M) 

16,841 

(81,21G|  

8,720B) 

729▲ 

# of women, girls and boys accessing 

GBV risk mitigation prevention and 

response interventions 

 

100,000 

(16,760 G| 

14,285 B| 

40,550 W| 

28,405 M) 

5,013 

(1,726 G| 

268 B| 

2,912W| 

107M) 

452▲    

# of girls and boys released from armed 

groups and forces, reintegrated with their 

families/communities, and provided with 

adequate care and services 

10,000 

1,760 

(440 G| 

1,320 B) 

       654 

     (83G| 

      571 B) 

12▲ 

3000 

(900 G| 

1,050 B| 540 

W| 510M) 

4,739 

(525 G| 4,214 

B) 

574▲ 

 

# of individuals targeted with rights-

based public outreach and awareness 

raising activities 

1,089,500 

200,000 

(80,000 G| 

80,000 B| 

20,000 W| 

20,000 M) 

135,429 

(35,567 G| 

33,962B| 

35,864 W|  

31,036M) 

11,559▲ 

744,000 

(223,200 G| 

260,400 B| 

133,920 W| 

126,480 M) 

439,451 

(127,503G|  

115,043B| 

120,557W|  

76, 308 M) 

79,197▲ 

Education        

# of children accessing formal and non-

formal primary education 
1,440,000 

160,000 

(80,000 G| 

80,000 B) 

171,607 

(82,048G| 

89,559B) 

21,042▲ 

374,973 

(168,738 G| 

206,235 B) 

411,493 

(196,458G|  

215,035 B) 

41,964▲ 
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  UNICEF and Ips Cluster/AoR Response 

Sector 
Overall 

needs 
2021 target 

Total 

results* 

Change 

since the 

last 

report 

▲▼ 

2021 target Total results* 

Change 

since the 

last report 

▲▼ 

# of school children with access to safe 

drinking water and hygiene promotion 

services 

1,440,000 

120,000 

(60,000 G| 

60,000 B) 

81,696 

(39,296G|  

42,4001B) 

9,171 ▲ 

374,973 

(168,738 G| 

206,235 B) 

218,834 

(103,042G|  

115,792 B) 

11,306▲ 

# of teachers trained in basic pedagogy 

and psychosocial support 
7,300 

1,200 

(480 W| 720 

M) 

511 

(126W| 

385M) 

100 

7,300 

(1,825 W| 

5,475 M) 

4,397 

(1,056W|  

3,341 M)  

231▲ 

Communication for Development        

# people reached through messaging on the 

individual, family, and community-level 

prevention practices and access to services 

 

2,000,000 

(1,008,000 W| 

992,000 M) 

5,605,090 

(2,954,454W| 

2,650,636 M) 

828,804▲    

 

 

COVID-19 data can be accessed via the following link: https://rebrand.ly/who-covid-somalia-dashboard  

 

Annex B 

Funding Status 

Funding Requirements (as defined in the 2021 Humanitarian Appeal)  

Appeal Sector 

Requirements* Funds available** Funding gap 

  
Funds Received 

Current Year 
Carry-Over US$ % 

Health 18,247,217 12,053,881 3,444,875 2,748,462 15% 

Nutrition 32,718,475 15,928,849 11,612,943 5,176,684 16% 

Education 19,200,000 3,156,919 2,032,824 14,010,257 73% 

WASH 33,000,001 16,372,716 1,529,247 15,098,039 46% 

Child Protection 19,196,691 10,554,276 3,070,866 5,571,548 29% 

C4D, Community 
Engagement and AAP 

2,021,760 500,000 0 1,521,760 75% 

Total 124,384,144 58,566,641 21,690,754 44,126,750 35% 

 

* As defined in UNICEF Somalia Humanitarian Appeal of 2021 for a period of 12 months 

**Funds available’ include funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year. 
UNICEF humanitarian programmes also benefit from resilience funding generously contributed by multiple different 
donors. Such resources help UNICEF contribute to humanitarian preparedness, response, and interventions that cut 
across the nexus between humanitarian and development programmes.  

 

https://rebrand.ly/who-covid-somalia-dashboard

