
MONITORING THE 
HUMANITARIAN 
RESPONSE
GUATEMALA Teófila, with her son Luswin and daughter Delsy. Teófila is one 

of the community leaders and monitors trained as part of the 
Superamos III project. Photo: Dinorah Lorenzana/CSR
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Rainy Season
The first two months of the rainy season 
has seen flooding, structural collapses, 
landslides, and collapsed roads across 
the country. To date, the effects of 
seasonal rains have affected 1.6 million 
people, displaced 3,200 and caused 23 
deaths. These effects have also caused 
moderate to severe damage to 2,500 
homes. Authorities have set up shelters 
in the departments of Alta Verapaz, 
Chiquimula, Quiché, Sacatepéquez, 
and Santa Rosa, where more than 800 
people have been assisted. The National 
Coordinator for Disaster Risk Reduction 
(CONRED) has responded by providing 
humanitarian assistance to affected 
families and carrying out damage 
analyses and needs assessments 
(DANA). Partners will continue to 
monitor developments as the rainy 
season progresses. 

Food Security 
The rise in major consumer goods 
prices is fuelling global concerns about 
inflation. According to the World Bank, 
the world economy is experiencing the 
strongest consumer goods shock since 
the 1973 oil crisis. There has been a 448 
per cent increase from March 2021 to 
2022, an 84 percent increase in food 
prices and a 222 percent increase in 
fertilizer prices.

In Guatemala, inflation continues at a 
month-to-month rate of 1.50 percent. 
While the price per metric ton of corn 
from April to May decreased, prices 
are still 40 per cent higher than in 
November 2021. Wheat prices, which 
increased by 0.5 per cent between April 
and May, are similarly 40 per cent than 
in November 2021.

According to economic forecasts from 
the Bank of Guatemala (BANGUAT), 
the rise in international prices of 
oil, fuels, raw materials, as well as 
the performance of fiscal policy and 
monetary policy inflation, will drive 
inflation to reach between 4.61 per cent 
to 4.64 per cent in May and June, with 
an expected 4.80 per cent in December. 
In terms of economic growth, Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) is estimated to 
grow by 8 per cent in 2021 compared to 
2020, and by 4 percent in 2022. 

Nutrition 
Severe acute malnutrition has 
continued to grow in the past three 
months. Nutrition sector analysis 
identifies an increase in Food and 
Nutrition Insecurity (INSAN) for at least 
1 million more people. According to 
the IPC Acute Food Insecurity Analysis 
Report (March 2022 to February 2023), 
the period between March and May 
2022 saw more than 3.9 million people 
in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) or Emergency 

(IPC Phase 4) levels of food insecurity. 
This figure is expected to increase to 4.6 
million people in the period between 
June and September 2022. 

The Ministry of Public Health and 
Social Assistance (MSPAS) reports a 
6.4 per cent increase in the cumulative 
rate of severe acute malnutrition cases 
compared to 2021 and a 40 per cent 
increase in severe malnutrition cases 
in children aged 1 to 2 years (Marasmic 
kwashiorkor).  

Seventy-three per cent of children 
still in their first 1,000 days of life 
are suffering some degree of acute 
malnutrition, putting their survival at 
risk. Sixty-one percent of cases occur 
in children between 6 months and 24 
months of age, particularly in children 
12-to-24 months old (40 per cent); 12 per 
cent of cases are in children under 6 
months of age.  

Sector activities include the 
development of the Integral Brigades 
Model, which will soon be validated by 
MSPAS, as well as updating guidelines 
for integral brigades and for earthquake 
contingency planning. 

Protection
The current quarter has seen an 
increase in violence against children 
and a weakening of Government 
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institutions and local informal control 
institutions (family, community, 
among others).  Many children 
and adolescents who are victims 
of high intensity violence such as 
sexual violence, trafficking and 
forced recruitment do not receive a 
humanitarian response.  

Similarly, refugee applications in 
the first five months of 2022 have 
increased by 10 per cent compared to 
the same period in 2021, the majority of 
which are from Salvadoran, Honduran, 
Venezuelan and Nicaraguan nationals 
in need of international protection.

During the first half of the year, 54,000 
Guatemalans have been returned to 
the country, twice as many as were 
returned in the same period in 2021. 
Partners are providing assistance at 
two returnee care centres located in 
Tecún Umán and Guatemala City. 

The protection needs of returnees 
are assessed on-site to identify 
those who require referral to specific 
services. Guatemala continues to be 
a country of origin and return for 
citizens with protection needs and 
a country of transit and destination 
for people of different nationalities 
fleeing environments with high levels 
of violence. 

To increase protection and assistance 
to people who are part of mixed 
movements, IOM, UNICEF and UNHCR 
worked with Government institutions 
and local partners in El Cinchado, 
Corinto and Aguas Calientes on 
the border with Honduras to set up 
Migrant and Refugee Care Centres 

(CAPMiR). These centres are safe 
spaces that provide services such 
as information, legal advice, basic 
medical care, psychosocial support, 
hygiene kits, water, telephone calls and 
Wi-Fi access.

Between April and June, the Protection 
Cluster prepared a nationwide 
Protection Analysis Update (PAU), a 
document that seeks to provide an 
analysis of the protection situation 
in Guatemala by identifying the 
main protection risks. The document 
includes information from secondary 
sources, State institutions, human 
rights agencies and the United Nations 
system, NGOs and civil society 
organizations.  The results will be 
presented this month.

To determine the Severity Index and 
the calculation of the Population in 
Need (PIN) of the PAU, secondary data 
was complemented by the primary 
collection of information on select 
indicators, through groups of experts 
in 13 departments. The Gender 
Working Group of the Humanitarian 
Country Team (HCT) made critical 
contributions towards mainstreaming 
gender equality in the results. 

In Child Protection, partners prepared 
an annual work plan that includes 
training activities such as minimum 
standards for child protection in 
humanitarian situations on the AGORA 
platform, developed with Government 
child protection authorities. Partners 
also have also been key members in 
coordinating response to Eta and Iota 
and the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
With many households still recovering 
from the impacts of 2020 and a heavy 
rainy season, the risk of damage 
to water systems remains high, 
particularly in vulnerable locations.     

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 
partners continue coordinating with 
various stakeholders, including 
national- and local-level government 
actors. The ongoing coordination 
has led to the adoption, through 
MSPAS Agreement 13-202, of the 
SANTOLIC community-led total 
sanitation methodology to achieve 
universal sanitation in Guatemala. 
This methodology seeks to help people 
re-establish their sanitation, water and 
hygiene conditions within months 
by empowering communities such 
that they may also contribute to other 
development processes.

Ingrid, a participant in the Superamos III project, serves lunch to her six children and continues to operate her food selling 
business. The project sought to improve food security for 8,775 families in the departments of Alta Verapaz and Chiquimula.  
Photo: Emilio Hernández/CRS
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El Naranjal: A place that 
made humanitarian 
support visible

Izabal is the second largest department 
in Guatemala. As such, Izabal 
communities are often far from urban 
centres and have more complex access 
considerations. With Izabal located on 
the Atlantic coast, communities are 
also highly vulnerable to climate shocks 
such as hurricanes, tropical storms 

and floods. During emergencies, these 
areas often have great needs that are 
further compounded by their often-
remote locations. El Naranjal is one 
such community. Access requires over 
an hour’s travel by sea, usually making 
El Naranjal among the last communities 
to receive assistance despite 
needing it the most.

However, coordination between 
key actors such as municipalities, 
civil organizations, international 
organizations, and the HCT, through 
emergency preparedness exercises, is 

managing to change humanitarian action 
in places such as El Naranjal. The heavy 
rains that affected Guatemala at the 
end of 2021 led to a need for immediate 
humanitarian assistance. Despite their 
remote location, early action focused 
assistance and coordination helped El 
Naranjal quickly get on the road.
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ACTIVITIES BY MUNICIPALITY

SECTOR REQUIRED (US$) FINANCED (US$)

Multi-Cluster / Unspecified - 3M

  Protection   GBV   Child Protection 57.6M 15.9M

  Food Security 34.0M 20.9M

 WASH 11.0M 7.4M

FINANCING BY SECTOR FOR 2021-2022

COUNTRY/ORGANIZATION FINANCED 
(US$)

Government of the United States 
of America 55.6M

Government of Germany 4.3M

Government of Canada 1.2M

Government of Spain 0.1M

DONORS IN 2021-2022 (BY AMOUNT)
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