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2,227 new arrivals were 

registered in July, 1,256  

in urban areas, 970 in 

Kakuma and 1 in Dadaab. 

 

  

84,442 Somalis have been assisted to return to 

Somalia under the voluntary repatriation 

programme since 2014. Since the beginning of 

2019, 1,596 have been assisted to return to 

Somalia. In addition, 705 Burundians have been 

assisted to return home since the beginning of 

2018. 

  

By end of July 2019, there were 

211,591 (45%) refugees in 

Dadaab, 211,591 (40%) and in 

Kakuma & Kalobeyei Settlement, 

73,693 (15%) in urban areas.   

 

 

    POPULATION OF CONCERN 

477,451 refugees and asylum-seekers as of 
31 July 2019.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  FUNDING (AS OF 30 JULY 2019) 

USD $170.1 million 
UNHCR requirement for the Kenya operation for 2019 

 

 

   

     
UNHCR PRESENCE 

 

Staff: 

276 National Staff 

67 International Staff 

 

Offices: 

1 Branch Office in Nairobi 

1 Field Offices in Alinjugur  

2 Sub Office in Dadaab and 

Kakuma 

 

 
Parents from the stateless Shona community queue to register their children 

for birth certificate, a first step towards ending statelessness for the group. 
 © UNHCR/Rose Ogola 
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Working with Partners 
■ The Dadaab refugee operations are coordinated by UNHCR Sub-Office Dadaab, which also serves the 

three camps in Dadaab Sub-County. UNHCR Field Office Alinjugur is part of the larger Dadaab 

operation and covers Hagadera camp in Fafi Sub-County. Both UNHCR offices cooperate closely with 

NGOs and other international organizations including WFP, UNICEF and IOM. The main government 

counterparts are the Deputy County Commissioner (DCC) Office and Refugee Affairs Secretariat (RAS). 

■ NGOs and other international organizations including WFP, UNICEF and IOM. The main government 

counterparts are the Deputy County Commissioner (DCC) Office and Refugee Affairs Secretariat (RAS). 

■ UNHCR continues to work closely with the Government of Kenya, the Turkana County Government 

through the Office of the Deputy County Commissioner (DCC), the Refugee Affairs Secretariat (RAS) 

and partners to ensure support to refugees and asylum seekers. Monthly Inter-Agency meetings chaired 

by UNHCR and RAS continue to be held including monthly meetings with refugee representatives in the 

camp. 

■ UNHCR continued to hold a joint protection desk with Kenya Refugee Affairs Secretariat (RAS) at the 

refugee-processing centre in Shauri Moyo, Nairobi. 

 

 

Main Activities 
Operational Highlights 

■ Following the publication of the Huduma Bill 2019, and the government’s call for public participation, 

UNHCR together with RAS, IRC and RCK attended the public participation at Kenya School of 

Government on 31 July. The Bill seeks to harmonize and consolidate registration laws in Kenya. UNHCR 

is also preparing written comments to the Bill.  

■ On 29 July to 2 August 2019, UNHCR and Danish Refuge Council hosted 12 World Economic Forum’s 

Young Global Leaders (YGLs) and dubbed the Kakuma Impact Expedition. During the expedition, the 

YGLs delivered an executive entrepreneurship course to 18 refugee and Kenyan entrepreneurs using a 

curriculum developed by Oxford University. 

■ Chief Executive Officer of Vodafone Group, Nick Read, visited Kakuma refugee camp where he 

observed the impact of Vodafone supported Instant Network Schools (INS) programme, offering 

interactive learning through digital platforms. 

■ A familiarization mission of the Garissa County Technical Directors to Dadaab was conducted from 1st to 

3rd July 2019, followed by a mission to Kalobeyei which was conducted from 8th to 10th July 2019. The 

missions were aimed at providing the Garissa County Government officials with in depth understanding 

of the Dadaab refugee situation as well as the Kalobeyei settlement model. 

 

 

Protection 

 

Protection Delivery 

■ During the month of July, 76 undocumented persons were jointly profiled by UNHCR and the Refugee 

Affairs Secretariat (RAS). Therefore, the total number of undocumented persons across the three camps 

stands at 15,378 individuals. Out of this, 14,871 are from Somalia and 507 are from other countries. 

Among them, 3,303 individuals came back to the camps after being assisted to voluntarily return to 

Somalia. 
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■ The task force on the review of the Refugee Law held a workshop in Mombasa with members of the 

National Assembly Departmental Committee on Administration and National Security and the Justice 

and Legal Affairs Committee. The comittees in Dadaab and Kakuma held similar workshops in May.  A 

consolidation of the findings and recommendations from these workshops was done and a joint 

committee report will be presented to Parliament for adoption. 

■ The Helpline received a total of 6,114 calls in the month of July. This represents an increase of 4.6% 

from the previous month.  

 

Registration  

■ Refugee Affairs Secretariat (RAS) conducted new registration of 1,256 individuals in Nairobi, Mombasa 

and Nakuru, under the urban programme. Of those who were registered, 24% (296) arrived before 2019, 

71% (895) in 2019 and 5% (65) were new-born (birth) registration. Majority of the new arrivals originated 

from Somalia (403), DRC (382), Ethiopia (208), Burundi (81), Eritrea (67), South-Sudan (53), Rwanda 

(18), Uganda (31) Sudan (1), and other nationalities (12). This brings the urban population to 73,693 

refugees and asylum seekers. 

■ The e-filing project to digitize asylum seekers’ and refugees’ files with Boldata Systems Ltd Company is 

at 80% completion and is expected to conclude by 31st December 2019.  

 

Education   

■ A total of 60 primary school untrained teachers, including 13 from the host community and 47 refugees, 

began their York University Certificate in Educational Studies course at the Borderless Higher Education 

for Refugees (BHER) Centre in Dadaab. The scholarship is offered in partnership with Lutheran World 

Federation, Windle International Kenya and York University through, the Borderless Higher Education for 

Refugees (BHER) project. The select refugee teachers will complete a one-year certificate in 

Educational Studies-Elementary (CESE) course that will be taught by York University at the Learning 

Centre in Dadaab, between August 2019 and April 2020. Beneficiaries include 3 teachers with special 

needs. 

 

Health 

■ Dadaab benefited from two free medical camps in the month of July. 

o Medical specialists from Kenya Association of Muslim Medical Professionals (KAMMP) conducted 

screenings, surgeries and other procedures, including laparoscopy, ENT (ear, nose and throat), 

echocardiogram and general surgeries, for 301 individuals (296 refugees, 5 host community).  

o Eye doctors from Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency (TIKA) conducted screenings, 

surgeries and referrals for further interventions that benefitted over 400 individuals from the  

refugee and host communities.  

 

Food Security and Nutrition 

■ WFP rolled out a food nutrition survey whose focus was to obtain feedback from the community on the 

quality of food issued and the impact of Bamba-chakula cash-based assistance. 

 

Water and Sanitation  

■ UNHCR supplied on average of 27 liters of water per day per capita from 22 boreholes to the entire 

refugee population in the three Dadaab camps. Nineteen (19) of these boreholes operate on Solar PV- 

Diesel hybrid system.  
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Shelter and NFIs 

■ 1,125 households (5,839 individuals) have benefited from UNHCR’s Cash for Shelter project since it’s 

inception in 2018. A total of 1,647 permanent shelter units have been constructed in Kalobeyei 

settlement and a total of KES. 232.1 million shillings injected into the local economy through the Cash for 

Shelter project. 

 

Energy 

■ 219 refugee households and businesses have so far been connected to the Kalobeyei Settlement mini 

power grid and 75 connections in the host community mini grid in Kalobeyei town. The registration and 

connection process is ongoing until the target of 280 connections in the settlement and 101 in Kalobeyei 

town is met. 

 

Community Empowerment and Self-Reliance 

■ UNHCR and the Refugee Affairs Secretariat (RAS) held a meeting with refugee leaders on 17th July 

2019, to discuss the upcoming refugee elections, challenges with access to medical services due to 

budget constraints and reported water shortage in the camp. The leaders were informed on the 

postponement of elections until further notice due to the upcoming election in Jubaland, Somalia. 

 

Environmental rehabilitation 

■ Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS), on behalf of UNHCR, organized a workshop on the draft roadmap on 

Environment, Energy and Natural Resources that is under preparation jointly by the Government of 

Garissa County and UNHCR Dadaab operation in collaboration with other key stakeholders. The 

roadmap, which covers areas impacted by hosting of refugees over a protracted duration, is proposing 

innovative interventions and solutions to issues associated with access to clean and affordable energy 

for all, enhancing sustainable management of environment and natural resources, promoting climate 

smart agriculture and building institutional & administrative capacities. 

■ 39,000 tree seedlings were produced in July in all the tree nurseries in Kakuma and Kalobeyei and 

18,371 tree seedlings were distributed to the refugee community, institutions, green belt and host 

community. 

 

Durable Solutions 

Voluntary Repatriation 

■ Facilitation of repatriation flights to Baidoa resumed on the 24th July 2019, following suspension for one 

year due to security reasons. 

■ During the month of July, 3 voluntary repatriation flights were organized to help return 136 individuals 

from 36 households, to Somalia. Majority (90) individuals returned to Baidoa while 46 returned to 

Mogadishu. 

■ All return movements, both flights and road convoy to Kismayo, were suspended on the 13th July 2019 

following explosions and gun attacks in Kismayo. This came at a time when resumption of road convoy 

was planned for the 17th July 2019, after it was halted for more than nine months. Majority of refugees 

who expressed interest to return, hail from Kismayo. Therefore, this suspension will have significant 

impact on the number of refugees returning to Somalia. 

■ UNHCR liaised with the Burundi Embassy to facilitate the voluntary repatriation of 37 Burundian 

refugees from Kakuma to Bujumbura. This is part of ongoing efforts to provide durable solutions for 

refugees and asylum seekers wishing to voluntarily return to Burundi. 

■ UNHCR, under the urban programme, facilitated the voluntary repatriation of 5 individuals to their 

countries of origin. The nationalities of the returnees included to Yemen, Somalia and Burundi. 
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Resettlement  

■ The 2019 quota for refugees to be submitted for resettlement from Dadaab has been increased to 975 

individuals from 700. 

■ During the month of July, IOM (International Organization for Migration) conducted a medical mission to 

Dadaab for 26 cases which underwent medical examination, in view of possible resettlement submission 

on medical needs. 

■ 180 cases of 624 individuals submitted for resettlement consideration to Canada, UK, Sweden, US and 

Australia in 2019 from Kakuma and 22 cases of 82 individuals were submitted from Dadaab.  

■ Since the beginning of the year, a total of 818 individuals departed for resettlement to the US, Sweden 

Australia, Canada, UK, Netherlands and Norway. 

 

Dadaab Solutions 

■ During the period, 30 cases of 113 individuals were submitted to resettlement countries from Dadaab. As 

of June 2019, 592 individuals were submitted for resettlement being 69 to UK, 319 to Sweden and 204 to 

Canada. 

■ UNHCR and partners participated in two roadmap development meetings held in Garissa on 23rd and 

30th July 2019, hosted by Garissa County government. The meeting sought to identify activities and 

gaps in service provision towards socio-economic integration for the host and refugee. 

■ A mission of directors from the Garissa County Government visited Ifo Youth Education Pack centre and 

Hormud Primary school on a familiarisation visit to understand the camp settings. Findings from this visit 

will help design a roadmap towards an integrated development plan in line with Comprehensive Refugee 

Response Framework (CRRF). 

 

Statelessness 

■ UNHCR provided inputs for the census preparation, including technical support during the training of 

trainers for the census, to ensure that the stateless communities are identified and captured in the 

August national census.  

 

Financial Information 
Total recorded contributions for the operation amount to some US$ 104.3 million. 

UNHCR is grateful for the critical support provided by donors who have contributed to this operation as well 

as those who have contributed to UNHCR programmes with broadly earmarked and unearmarked funds. 

EARMARKED CONTRIBUTIONS | USD 

 

21.3 million
8.3 million

2.5 million
2.0 million

1.5 million
864,367
759,878
410,433
407,194
367,385
238,223
227,273
198,556
114,786
100,977
26,400
196,690

United States of America
United Kingdom

Japan
Denmark

European Union
Sweden
Canada

Educate a Child Programme…
Microsoft Corporation-…
International Olympic…
Bill & Melinda Gates…

France
Morneau Shepell

Private donors Netherlands
Miscellaneous donors in the…

UN Programme On HIV/AIDS
Miscellaneous private donors
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OTHER SOFTLY EARMARKED CONTRIBUTIONS | USD 

Special thanks to the major donors of broadly earmarked contributions that can potentially be used for this operation due to their 

earmarking to a related situation or theme, or to the region or sub-region. 
 

United States of America 18.4 million | Germany 16.2 million | Private donors Australia 6.1 million | Canada 4.6 million | 

Sweden 3.1 million| Norway | Private donors 
 

UNEARMARKED CONTRIBUTIONS | USD 

Special thanks to the major donors of unearmarked contributions. 

 
Sweden 99.8 million | Norway 44.5 million | Private donors Spain 39.6 million | Netherlands 37.5 million | United Kingdom 
31.7 million | Germany 26.7 million | Denmark 24.4 million | Private donors Korea 20.6 million |Switzerland 15.1 million | 

France 14 million | 

 
Algeria | Argentina| Australia | Austria | Azerbaijan | Belgium | Canada | Costa Rica | Estonia| Iceland| Indonesia | Kuwait | 
Luxembourg | Malta | Monaco | Montenegro | New Zealand | Peru| Philippines |  Qatar | Republic of Korea | Russian Federation | 
Saudi Arabia | Serbia | Singapore | Slovakia | Sri Lanka | Thailand | United Arab Emirates | Uruguay | Private donors 

CONTACTS 

Yvonne Ndege, Senior Communications Officer/Spokesperson, Kenya  

ndege@unhcr.org, Tel:  +254 (0) 20 423 2122, Cell +254 797 735 977 

Rose Ogola, Associate Communications/Public Information Officer, Kenya 

ogolar@unhcr.org, Tel:   +254 20 423 2125, Cell +254 742 974 807 

 

LINKS 

UNHCR Kenya Website http://www.unhcr.org/ke/  

Web portal on Somali Displacement  http://data.unhcr.org/horn-of-africa/regional.php  

Web portal on South Sudan Displacement http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/regional.php   

Facebook – UNHCR Kenya Twitter - @UNHCR_Kenya Instagram - @unhcrkenya 

Recent PI story: https://www.unhcr.org/ke/15608-unhcr-inches-closer-to-achieving-inclusion-of-refugees.html 
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