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SSSOOOUUUTTTHHH   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN   
 
Security 
The security situation was generally calm in South Sudan except for Yambio in Western Equatoria. On 10 
February, at about 19:00, some 20 armed people attacked the UN compound in Yambio. The UNICEF 
guards at the gate tried to stop them but they started firing. UNHCR and UNICEF staff, UN CivPol and UN 
Military Observers were in the compound. On hearing the gun fire and after receiving information that armed 
men suspected to be Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) were attempting to enter the compound, staff escaped 
through the rear emergency gate and took cover outside. The authorities later deployed soldiers and the 
attackers fled. No one was injured. Following an assessment by the authorities and UN security, it is believed 
that the attackers were LRA who have escaped to the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). The security 
level has been raised from phase III level 2 (permissive) to phase III level 3 (restricted movements) and UN 
agencies have been asked to meet Minimum Operating Security Standards (MOSS) in LRA-affected areas of 
Equatoria. 
 
Visit to Juba by the President 
The President of Sudan, Omer el Bashir, paid a one-day official visit to Juba on 14 February, the first since 
the death of the former SPLM/A leader Dr. John Garang last year. In a public address at Peace Square, the 
President promised to provide basic services including water, electricity, health facilities and road 
construction to Juba town. He said the delay in the implementation of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement 
(CPA) was due to the death of Dr. Garang, but that the National Congress Party and the SPLM/A would work 
together to speed up its implementation. The President’s visit came at a time when expectations in the south 
are high for the integration of the two armies (SPLA and the Sudan Armed Forces), release of funds from the 
central Government for basic services and for payment of salaries and a share of the oil revenue. 
 
Repatriation from the Central African Republic 
The repatriation operation from Mboki in the Central African Republic (CAR) continues in collaboration with 
IOM. On 7 February, two flights repatriated 100 refugees to Tambura. The Governor and SRRC 
Commissioner of Western Equatoria along with other officials and UNHCR staff welcomed the returnees. The 
returnees were accommodated at the way station and returned to their places of destination on 8 February 
with 15-day food rations and non-food items. On 9 and 14 February, four more flights brought refugees 
home, bringing the total of repatriated refugees to 353 (170 male, 183 female) since the start of the operation 
on 2 February. 
 
Upper Nile: registration of refugee and IDP returnees 
In Malakal, UNHCR continued to register returnees at the dock, while the Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation 
Commission (SRRC) and Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA) continued to conduct 
registration at the bus station and other points of entry to the town. UNHCR also continued to interview 
returnees from Fugnido and Dimma refugee camps in Ethiopia and forward their data to UNHCR Gambella 
(Ethiopia) for verification. Most returnees stated that they had decided to return to Sudan because of peace. 
They claimed that they were aware of the planned organized repatriation but had no information on the 
situation in their places of origin. No one reported problems in Ethiopia, but some reported the confiscation of 
money and other valuables at the border crossing point. UNHCR in Malakal will coordinate with UNHCR in 
Gambella to ensure the flow of information on the places of origin and other conditions in Upper Nile as well 
as potential security risks at the border for spontaneous returnees. 
 

Returnees New arrivals during the 
reporting period 

Cumulative figures 

Refugee returnees since 5 December  2005 11 households/65 persons 144 households/1,076 persons 
IDP returnees since 29 November 2005 543 persons 6,107 persons 
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In Nasir, UNHCR has also started registration of returnees coming from Ethiopia. In the last three weeks, 
there has been an increasing number of returnees arriving in Nasir. During the reporting period, UNHCR 
registered 425 refugee returnees (148 families). In addition, the SRRC and Upper Nile Kalazar Education 
Association (UNKEA) jointly registered 1,684 refugee returnees in the Dingkar area. This brings the total of 
registered refugee returnees to 2,109 within the past three weeks in Nasir and outlying payams, bomas and 
villages including Dingkar. UNHCR cannot yet verify the reports from the SRRC and UNKEA because 
movement is still limited for security reasons. A request for food assistance for the returnees has been 
forwarded to WFP in Malakal. Following training by UNHCR, the SRRC and UNKEA have also undertaken 
assessments of some 29 villages around Dingkar. 
 
Spontaneous IDP returns  
A large number of spontaneous IDP returnees have begun arriving in Ku’da and Sirmon, about 40 kilometres 
west of Juba, on the Juba-Rokon-Maridi road. The IDPs are from the Nyangwara tribe and were displaced to 
Katigiri some 15 years ago. About 1,075 returning households with a total population of 3,349 were 
registered during the week. The breakdown is as follows: Ku’da: 559 families (1,446 individuals); Sirmon: 516 
families (1,903 individuals). The arrival of the returnees triggered an urgent demand for humanitarian aid. 
WFP has already distributed food assistance to the population. UNHCR provided non-food items on 13 
February - 215 bales of plastic sheeting, 27 bales of blankets and 27 boxes of soap. 
 

Return movement of Bor Dinka IDPs 
On 12 February, a second group of 363 
Bor Dinka IDPs returned from Juba to 
Bor by barge, assisted by IOM and 
UNHCR. This follows the first return 
movement of 376 Bor Dinka IDPs that 
took place on 4-5 February. The 
returnees were accompanied by staff 
from UNHCR, the UN Mission in Sudan 
(UNMIS), OCHA and Handicap 
International. IOM provided two medical 
personnel, four operational escorts and 
blankets while WFP provided biscuits to 
the IDPs. The barge arrived in Bor in the 
morning of 13 February and the 
returnees were welcomed by those who 
had returned with the first barge 
movement. UNHCR staff were at the 
way station to receive the returnees and 
accommodate them in the shelters. WFP 
delivered 15-day food rations while 
UNICEF provided non-food items. 
UNHCR, UNICEF, Medair and Johaniter 
Unfall Hilfe held a health and sanitation 
session for representatives of the 
returnees. Johaniter provides health 
services ten hours per day in a tent 
(provided by UNHCR) temporarily set up 
as a clinic at the way station.   
 

Photos: The arrival of the barge in Bor. 
The returnees are received by IOM and 
UNHCR staff. UNHCR/H. Araki/ 
Feb. 2006 
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During the visit to Bor of the Regional Refugee Coordinator for East and Horn of Africa of the Bureau for 
Population, Refugees and Migration (BPRM) of the US Government, Kent (Sam) Healy, the authorities raised 
the issue of the onward transportation of the Bor Dinka returnees from the way station to their final 
destinations. With two rotations of the barge, the way station is at full capacity and the authorities fear the 
long term establishment of an IDP settlement in Bor town. Funding will be sought from the Emergency Relief 
Fund to pay for the transportation of the returnees to their places of origin.  
 
Assistance to IDPs in Yei 
UNHCR assisted Norwegian People’s Aid (NPA) and SRRC to coordinate a three-day food distribution from 
10 to 12 February for the three IDP caseloads of mostly Bor Dinka who arrived in Yei from Mundri, Yambio 
and Maridi between November 2005 and January 2006. NPA received 71 metric tons of food for distribution 
from its warehouse, including sorghum, lentils and oil. American Refugee Committee (ARC) provided soap 
and hygiene education to the IDPs. SRRC in Yei has re-calculated the number of families/persons of IDPs of 
immediate concern to UNHCR: Mundri 306 households (1,117 persons), Yambio 117 households (606 
persons) and Maridi 800 households (4,174 persons). The total caseload is 1,223 households (5,897 
persons). UNHCR and SRRC announced in a meeting with IDP leaders on 9 February that registration is 
closed. The priority is now to move the three caseloads from Yei to Juba en route to Bor, with a small number 
going to Bahr el Ghazal and Blue Nile. An assessment of unregistered cases will take place only after these 
three caseloads have been relocated from Yei. 
 
Protection coordination 
In Juba, UNHCR participated in the first meeting of the newly established South Sudan Protection Working 
Group on 13 February. The group, which was initially operating in Rumbek, aims to address issues of 
protection policy across South Sudan, coordinate the local Protection Working Groups and engage in high 
level advocacy. UNMIS will chair the group and OCHA will be the secretariat. 
 
Technical Group for Returnee Monitoring and Assistance 
On 8 February, UNHCR chaired a meeting of the recently formed Technical Group for Returnee Monitoring 
and Assistance for Lakes State. The role of the group is to ensure predictable and well-coordinated support 
to spontaneous returnees in Lakes State. During the meeting, UNHCR distributed a draft “Standard 
Operating Procedures” document for discussion. The document describes the roles and actions to be taken 
by agencies when they are informed of group movements (in the absence of way stations).  
 
Training of police officers with the British Council 
At the request of the British Council, UNHCR presented on 11 February a training module on refugee and 
returnee rights and protection issues to a group of 50 senior police officers from Lakes State, Warrab State, 
Western Bahr el Ghazal State, Northern Bahr el Ghazal State and Unity State. Key documents, such as the 
“Joint Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC)/SRRC Policy Framework for the Return of Displaced Persons,” 
were distributed. A representative of the police was invited to participate in future Protection Working Group 
meetings. The intended outcome of the training is that the police officers will act as trainers to spread the 
concept of community policing through their cadres.  
 
Community-based protection training in Yirol 
A community-based protection training began on 13 February. It aims to establish community-based 
protection networks in main return and transit areas. It is expected to result in a community protection plan to 
prevent human rights violations and address protection issues. Training sessions are given by UNHCR, 
OCHA, UNICEF, NRC, SC-S and IRC. UNMIS Civil Affairs and UN CivPol will also take part in the training in 
Yirol for the first time. The training targets UN agencies, NGOs, community-based organizations, traditional 
leaders and other representatives from the local community.   
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Debriefing on human rights issues by UNMIS 
A Human Rights Officer from UNMIS currently on mission to Rumbek from Juba provided a debriefing of her 
findings. Concerning illegal taxation, she mentioned that a permit, obtained from the Public Security Office, is 
required for all persons and goods moving between SPLM/A areas. Persons are also required to register with 
the nearest Public Security Office upon arrival at their destination. Although all permits are supposed to be 
issued free of charge, there are reports that persons are being charged for permits in Yei. There are also 
several unofficial checkpoints in Lakes State, notably in Manuol (75 miles from Yei), Malau (seven miles from 
Rumbek) and Aber (on the way to Wau from Rumbek).  
 
Progress on Community-Based Reintegration Projects 
Yei 

• On 8 February, Yari Primary School was officially handed over to the authorities. The ceremony was 
attended by the Yei County Commissioner, the County Director of Education, UNHCR and its 
implementing partner ACROSS. Construction of eight classrooms in two blocks and one 
administration block were funded by UNHCR. A total of 169 desks, 11 office tables and 10 office 
chairs were given to the school. 

• International Aid Services (IAS) completed rehabilitation of four boreholes in Yei County. The 
boreholes are located at Jigomoni, Merikole, Hai Gowafa and Yei Mosque. This will help in providing 
water for the ever increasing population of Yei town. 

Kajo Keji 
• Registration of students at the newly constructed Pomoju Girls Secondary School has been taking 

place throughout the week for senior one and two. A total of 121 girls have been enrolled so far, of 
whom 39 are for senior two. The school is expected to start classes shortly. Pomoju Girls Secondary 
School is one of the schools funded by UNHCR and implemented by Jesuit Refugee Service.  

Tambura 
• World Vision International (WVI) drilled three boreholes in Tambura centre.   
• Mine risk education sessions were given to returnees and in communities of return by Mines 

Advisory Group (MAG) and a consultant. 
 
Acute diarrhoea outbreak in Yei and Juba 
On 9 February, the Deputy Governor of Central Equatoria State visited Yei, where he met with the county 
authorities and visited the hospital to check on the situation of patients affected by the recent outbreak of 
acute diarrhoea causing dehydration and death. As of 10 February, 1,187 cases were reported, with 26 
deaths and 152 persons in hospital. Meanwhile, the epidemic has spread to Juba and one case has been 
positively identified as cholera in Lologo transit centre where the Bor Dinka IDPs are staying before onward 
movement back to Bor. The health agencies and the Ministry of Health are trying to tackle the problem. 
UNHCR has been requested to assist in the setting up and management of an emergency unit in Lologo. 
 
Ethiopian Anuak refugees 
Swedish Free Mission (SFM) reported 89 new arrivals of Ethiopian Anuak refugees from Pibor at Lologo 
transit centre in Juba since 1 January. In a verification exercise on 13 February, UNHCR confirmed 78 newly 
arrived individuals from Pibor; those absent were reported to be outside working in the community. The new 
arrivals are predominantly single men between the ages of 18 and 40. UNHCR conducted random interviews 
with some of the new arrivals, who stated that the primary reason for their movement from Pibor to Juba was 
lack of food and water in the Pibor settlement. UNHCR is conducting monthly protection missions to Pibor 
and has requested additional food rations for the new arrivals. At the same time, UNHCR is seeking to 
address the poor conditions in the Pibor area. 
 
  
Update on funding situation for South Sudan as at 2 February 2006 
Requirements (includes countries of asylum): US$ 63,203,279 
2006 Contributions: US$ 8,629,773 
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   EEEAAASSSTTT   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN   
 
Security 
The general security situation remains unpredictable. The final settlement of the Hamesh Koreb issue is still 
pending as the planned negotiations between the East Front and the Government (scheduled to be held in 
Tripoli) were postponed. As a result, the Wali of Kassala held several consultations in Khartoum. 
  
The border dispute between Eritrea and Ethiopia is still unresolved. UNHCR held a meeting with UN 
agencies, NGOs and the Government of Kassala State in Kassala to assess the state of preparedness in the 
event of a refugee influx into east Sudan. New asylum-seekers continue to arrive in increasing numbers.   
 
The Commissioner of Refugees (COR) held a strike for four days without advance notice. They closed down 
their offices and suspended assistance to new arrivals, the issuing of travel permits to access camps and 
services in the camps under their responsibility. They also suspended the refugee status determination 
exercise. UNHCR minimized the impact by finding other alternatives to assist refugees. 
 
Refugee Status Determination 
During the reporting period, 172 asylum seekers (57 female and 115 male) were registered in Wad Sherifey 
reception centre. Ninety-five asylum seekers were interviewed, of whom 92 were recognized as refugees. 
Three rejected cases of unaccompanied minors are on appeal. Due to the sudden strike by COR, no 
interviews were conducted for three days, from 12 to14 February, resulting in an increased backlog.  
On 9 February, 164 recognized refugees were transferred to Kilo 26 camp.  
 
Resettlement   
The second draft on Standard Operating Procedures for resettlement was completed. The draft will be 
discussed during the upcoming mission from the Regional Resettlement Hub in Nairobi on 17-21 February. 
 
Legal counselling  
UNHCR started to hold regular legal counselling (currently once every two weeks) for refugees in the two 
camps of Um Gargour and Kilo 26. Other camps will be included at a later stage. 
 
Relocated cases from Khartoum to Um Gargour  
UNHCR held a meeting with relocated Ethiopian refugees from Khartoum, currently living in Um Gargour 
camp. The refugees insist on resettlement and claim that they agreed to be relocated because resettlement 
was promised to them.  
 
Health activities 
There were no new reported cases of meningitis this week. The State Ministry of Health is organizing 
volunteers to carry out a mass immunization campaign in affected areas. UNHCR will support the campaign 
by transporting the vaccines to vaccination areas.  
 
UNHCR will also participate in the National Immunization Day on 20 February, focusing on refugee camps 
and surrounding areas to maximize coverage. UNHCR will support the Ministry of Health with vehicles, 
drivers and fuel to transport vaccines to vaccination areas out of reach. 
 
International Women’s Day  
The theme for this year’s International Women’s Day, “Women in Decision-Making,” was announced and 
preparation for commemoration of the day has started. Similarly to last year, refugee women will establish 
committees in all the 12 camps and will plan and implement activities themselves. The women in Girba camp 
suggested organizing a series of seminars on the issues of reproductive health, HIV/AIDS, harmful traditional 
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practices and sexual and gender-based violence in clinics and schools as well as sport activities for the 
youth.    
 
Opening ceremony of youth centre and renovated hospital in Abuda camp   
UNHCR’s implementing partner for health in Abuda camp organized a festival on the occasion of the official 
opening of the youth centre and the newly renovated clinic (funds were provided by UNHCR in both cases). 
UNHCR attended the festival together with more than 500 refugees, of whom the majority were adolescent 
girls and boys. The camp’s youth committee received additional equipment and supplies for the centre’s 
awareness-raising activities, including a TV, a video-player and books.  
 
 
Update on funding situation for East Sudan as at 2 February 2006 
Requirements: US$ 13,045,950 
2006 Contributions: US$ 700,000 
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DDDAAARRRFFFUUURRR 
 
Security 
The overall security situation in West Darfur is unstable and tense. This is due to active movements of 
Chadian opposition elements in north West Darfur and planes arriving at El Geneina airport loaded with 
ammunitions and personnel reported to be staying in the local army camp in Ardamata near El Geneina.  
 
In Zalingei, the situation remains tense following a series of security incidents affecting international NGOs 
and the consequent evacuation of their staff.  
 
The situation in Nyala town in South Darfur is calm and normal. Despite a warning that further 
demonstrations were expected on 10 and 11 February protesting against the release of a cartoon in the 
Danish media and elsewhere in Europe insulting prophet Mohamed, no demonstrations were held. During 
the Friday prayers on 10 February, the Imams were expected to call on the community to refrain from 
violence.  
 
WEST DARFUR 
 
Population movements 
During the reporting period, UNHCR continued to receive reliable reports on the movement of substantial 
numbers of persons of potential concern to UNHCR in Masteri, Beida and Gelu. UNHCR offices in Chad 
report that more than 1,000 persons have fled to Chad since 1 February from Masteri and the nearby village 
of Knoge due to security incidents in the area. There also reports of the arrival from Chad of more than 1,000 
people in Beida owing to attacks by militia. Furthermore, MSF-France reports that more than 4,000 persons 
arrived in Gelu in the last three weeks and are continuing to arrive at a rate of 20 to 30 families per day. 
UNHCR is coordinating with other UN agencies to undertake missions to these locations in order to assess 
the circumstances and coordinate life-saving assistance if necessary. 
 
Mission to Habila locality 
UNHCR visited Habila locality on 7-9 February to monitor the general security situation, investigate presence 
of Chadian rebels, report on movement of persons and assess protection and assistance needs. During 
November-December 2005, locals noted the presence of large groups of Chadian rebels around Habila that 
disappeared four days before the attack on Adre (Chad). In addition, there were many incidents of livestock 
thefts, violence against women and other crimes. The Sheikh of Sheiks informed UNHCR of a meeting 
convened with Arab Sheiks and Umda to discuss security incidents around Habila. During the meeting, it was 
agreed that each Arab leader would be responsible for incidents occurring in areas under his responsibility 
and that he would deliver the perpetrators of crimes. Since the meeting, the number of incidents has 
decreased. 
 
UNHCR was informed that a group of 52 families (239 individuals) arrived to Habila locality from Chad during 
the last two weeks. The new arrivals are from the Dajo and Bargo tribes and are coming from Emgamina, 
Barida, Modaina, Hemeida and Adre Kodra villages. They fled because of the security situation as well as 
lack of food and other assistance. Some are living under the trees and others are without shelter. Oxfam 
registered them and distributed non-food items, including blankets, plastic mats, jerry cans and soap. 
UNHCR will investigate the status of the new arrivals and undertake a joint mission with UN agencies and 
NGOs working in Habila to villages around Habila locality. 
 
Mission to Krenek 
On 5 February, UNHCR participated in an inter-agency mission to Krenek. The purpose of the mission was to 
1) follow up on reports of new arrivals; 2) verify progress of the Commission established by the Wali in 
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November 2005 to deal with the problem of occupation of surrounding villages (Rusi and Galala in particular) 
and crop destruction; and 3) follow up on reported problems regarding food distribution for the nomads 
squatting in the surrounding villages and the impact that this is having on the security situation of the IDPs in 
Krenek.  
 
New arrivals 
The exact number of new arrivals from Timet, Ardeba, Sugo and Goza could not be confirmed as some have 
set up separate huts, but the majority is staying with friends and relatives originating from the same area who 
had moved to Krenek during previous years. It is believed that they are more than 300 families. Assistance is 
being mobilized within the inter-agency network.  
 
The Gimir inhabitants of Timet fled their villages on 9 January, following an attack triggered by the killing of 
two nomads by a Timet resident. The incident happened when the nomads harassed his sister who was 
selling locally brewed alcohol. The nomads apparently belonged to a group of Jammala Arabs (camel 
herders) of the Shigerat tribe, coming from the Kaja area (south-east of Seleha). Following the killing, the 
nomads came down on the village in large numbers on horses and camels. While compensation was being 
negotiated by the elders, others looted the village and carried out indiscriminate attacks on the residents. The 
entire population of the village fled to Krenek where they joined other Gimir in the northern part of the town. 
The following day the nearby villages of Ardeba, Sugo and Goza were also attacked by the same nomads. 
The attackers reportedly stole all the cattle and other property, beat the residents and raped a number of 
women. The villages were partly burnt and are now reportedly empty, although nomads continue to be 
present in the area.  
 
There are also new arrivals of the Masalit tribe from Lima and Amerikena. Community representatives 
reported that the number of newly arrived families is approximately 60. These arrivals were previously 
displaced to Krenek, but returned to their villages of origin during the rainy season 2004 and the agricultural 
season 2005. Since December 2005, however, some of them have started to move back to Krenek because 
they felt that the increased presence of militias and new nomad groups from the north made their villages 
unsafe. Now they have joined the existing Masalit IDP community of Krenek and are planning to stay there at 
least until the beginning of the next rainy season. Lima is currently completely empty whereas some families 
continue to live in Amerikena.  
 
Situation of the inter-tribal commission 
In early November 2005, following a visit of the Wali to Krenek, an inter-tribal commission was established in 
order to deal, among other things, with the problems of occupation of surrounding villages and crop 
destruction. The commission originally consisted of 18 members, including the Masalit and Arab traditional 
leaders and the police. The Wali made available one vehicle for the use of the commission. This initiative 
was welcomed by the humanitarian community as one of the first serious attempts to deal with the problems. 
According to the Umda of Krenek, however, after about a month since its creation, the activities of the 
Commission stopped, the vehicle was taken back and all discussion for vacation of the occupied villages 
ceased while crop destruction resumed in full scale. Krenek, together with Sala (Habila), was one of the two 
pilot cases that UNHCR was observing with regard to land occupation. UNHCR will continue to follow up and 
advocate with the traditional leaders and local authorities, while at the same time provide guidance to the 
agencies tasked with the delivery of assistance in the area.  
 
Food distribution for nomads settled in Rusi and Galala 
Rusi and Galala are two cases of occupied villages documented by UNHCR since June 2005 (during a 
meeting with the Umda of Krenek, he mentioned that the villages of Bir Dabeeb and Ragedi are also 
allegedly occupied). To prevent the consolidation of occupation, UNHCR advocated to suspend the 
distribution of humanitarian assistance in occupied villages, including WFP food. Consequently, WFP asked 
the Sudan Red Crescent (SRC) to move the distribution to Krenek, approximately seven kilometres from the 
villages. According to Save the Children-US and SRC, however, the occupants of Galala and Rusi initially 
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refused to receive the food in Krenek, demanding for it to be distributed in the villages where they are 
currently staying. During a subsequent dialogue with WFP, the leaders of these groups apparently accepted 
for the distribution to take place in Krenek and to take care of transportation arrangements. During the visit, 
UNHCR was informed that food distribution had taken place in Krenek in the previous days and that the food 
had been transported by truck to the villages at night.  
 
Camp coordination in Zalingei 
UNHCR Zalingei participated in the monthly camp coordination meetings during which the IDPs, especially 
the women, expressed fears over gunshots heard on a regular basis as well as intimidation by nomads 
transiting the camps en route to the market. A series of letters sent to UN agencies and purporting to be 
written on behalf of the populations of Hamediya, Hassa Hisa and Khamsa Degiah camps, list the IDPs’ 
dissatisfaction with the African Union (AU). The agencies met with the camp coordinators to develop a 
common response geared towards keeping the IDPs better informed about the prospects of a UN mission.  
 
Another issue raised by the IDPs during the camp coordination meetings was the reduction of food rations. 
WFP explained that the reduction is based on the results of the food security assessment that was carried 
out in West Darfur in 2005.  
 
Reconciliation Committee 
During the reporting period, the second phase of the Reconciliation Committee addressing the Nyagadoula 
conflict was launched in Zalingei. Government officials and tribal leaders from El Geneina and El Fasher 
attended. Although representatives of the warring sides were present and given the floor (Hotiya and 
Nawaiba), UNHCR noted limited involvement of the affected IDP populations (Hotiya and Fur who arrived in 
Zalingei in December 2005). The opening speech from the Hotiya side was confrontational, whereas the 
Nawaiba played down the conflict characterizing it as a minor dispute. Despite expressions of confidence 
from the Government that the reconciliation would be quick and long-lasting, UNHCR learned that the Hotiya 
failed to turn up at the discussions.  
 
Return movements  
Returns have been reported in various parts of Wadi Salih and Mukjar but discussions with HAC and NGOs 
indicate that such returns at present are individual and cannot yet be associated with any major improvement 
of the security situation of specific places in West Darfur. Rather, they seem to be related to the 
discontinuation of assistance and secondary displacement and/or return due to better security in the place of 
return.  
 
SOUTH DARFUR 
 
Gender-Based Violence Working Group 
During the Gender-Based Violence Working Group meeting, the participants expressed concern that, despite 
all the awareness campaigns that have taken place, very few survivors come forward to report incidents of 
gender-based violence to the clinics or to the police. There may be a need to revise the Working Group’s 
strategy and approach to this issue. 
 
 
Update on funding situation for Darfur as at 2 February 2006 
Requirements: US$ 33,000,000 (this figure is under review) 
2006 Contributions: US$ 3,400,334 
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CCCHHHAAADDD 
 
Security 
In eastern Chad, several recent incidents caused serious concern among the humanitarian agencies. On 7 
February, a UNHCR vehicle was hijacked by bandits at Guereda. The vehicle and the two passengers were 
eventually abandoned at about 18 kilometres on the road to Sudan following two punctures. On 13 February, 
a CARE vehicle was hijacked near Moudre. The vehicle was taken to Sudan after leaving behind the ten 
passengers. The gendarmerie of Guereda retrieved the car at a location 50 kilometres inside Sudan.  
 
A ministerial delegation, including the Minister of Interior, the Minister of Defence and the Minister of Public 
Security, toured the northern axis in the company of the Director-General of the National Gendarmerie to 
review the security situation in the region. The delegation acknowledged the Government of Chad’s 
responsibility in providing protection to the population, including refugees and humanitarian staff, and 
reiterated the Government’s determination to bring back security to the area. The delegation also pleaded for 
the non-withdrawal of humanitarian staff. 
 
At two meetings convened on 31 January and 9 February, the Governor of Ouaddai informed the participants 
of the appointment of the Commander of the Military Region as coordinator of all security matters in the 
region and allowed for the telephone numbers of all members of the security body to be passed on to 
humanitarian actors. He announced other security measures, including increasing the number of vehicles 
and equipment for patrols on the main roads. 
 
The reporting period also witnessed demonstrations in N’Djamena against the publication of the caricature of 
prophet Mohamed, which resulted in several people injured and cars burned. 
 
EASTERN CHAD 
 
Registration 
Refugee figures as of 31 January stood at 202,266 in eastern Chad with the following breakdown: Oure 
Cassoni (29,610), Iridimi (14,974), Touloum (20,058), Am Nabak (16,498), Kounoungou (11,628), Mile 
(13,419), Farchana (17,249), Bredjing (26,769), Treguine (14,001), Gaga (5,978), Djabal (14,381) and Goz 
Amir (17,701). 
 
New arrivals at Gaga refugee camp 
The number of new arrivals at Gaga refugee camp reached 2,108 as of 3 February. These are mainly people 
who have lived in Chadian villages in the border area for the last two years. About one third of them come 
from Sudan, especially from IDP camps. UNHCR is working jointly with WFP, CARE, Africare and CNAR 
(national refugee authority) to improve reception conditions, including speeding up registration, food 
distribution, medical screening and shelter allocation. Given that the number of new arrivals since the 
beginning of January exceeds the number of refugees estimated to be in the border areas, it was agreed to 
conduct more in-depth screening interviews in order to better assess the veracity of previous claims and to 
dissuade possible “recyclers” and Chadian villagers from registering. 
 
The voluntary transfer of refugees from Bredjing to Gaga has started, with 103 persons transferred on 31 
January. In the meantime, sensitisation for future transfers continues. While the general refugee population is 
in favour of the move, some refugee leaders exhibit reluctance. 
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Am Nabak refugee camp 
On the relocation of Am Nabak camp away from the border, an agreement has been reached with the 
authorities to transfer 3,000 persons to Mile and the rest to a new identified site north of Biltine. A work plan 
for the new camp is being finalised.  
 
Border monitoring 
UNHCR staff from Goz Beida conducted a border monitoring mission to Daguessa on 7-8 February. They 
noted the presence of refugees in the villages visited. UNHCR requested the refugee leaders to produce a 
list of refugees in those villages. It was also reported that some 30 refugee families who were residing in the 
villages north of Daguessa have moved back to Sudan due to lack of security and assistance.   
 
Detention 
UNHCR delivered food assistance to refugees detained in Biltine. The detained refugees reported that they 
are able to go to the hospital to receive medical treatment free of charge when necessary. However, they 
have not been visited regularly by the nurse of the Biltine hospital as previously agreed with the health 
authorities of Biltine.   
 
Four refugees arrested and detained in Amleyounan for a case of theft were transferred to the “Maison 
d'Arret” of Abeche on 1 February. They were visited by UNHCR staff from Abeche who had been informed by 
the prison authorities.  
 
Camp security 
The Memorandum of Understanding relating to the assignment of gendarmes to refugee camps was 
reviewed resulting in a new ratio of one gendarme per 850 refugees in replacement of the previous ratio of 
one per 1,000.  
 
Camp activities 
Starting with Hadjer Hadid, UNICEF has commenced the distribution of school materials to schools selected 
for the joint UNICEF/UNHCR/WFP project.  
 
UNHCR, CARE, HIAS and RET are finalizing materials for a peace education programme in all refugee 
camps. 
 
Shoes received from Canadian donors to be distributed to people practising sport in all refugee camps and to 
local youth in the surrounding areas have been sorted and forwarded to various UNHCR offices and to 
Abeche and Biltine. 
 
Sexual and gender-based violence 
At Koukou (covered by UNHCR Goz Beida), recommendations have been made to follow closely the case of 
three bisexual persons who have become victims of stigmatization and to define appropriate protection 
strategies. The UNHCR office in Goz Beida also registered the infanticide of a baby. A survey has been 
initiated to understand the phenomenon. 
 
Training 
UNHCR organized a two-day training on international protection and gender issues in Goz Beida for 
governmental and implementing partners.   
 
SOUTHERN CHAD 
 
New arrivals from CAR 
Attacks on Bemal and the neighboring villages in northern CAR by rebels and the military reportedly 
prompted 1,500 people to cross the border into Chad at Bekoninga.  
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Relocation from the border 
UNHCR and CAR relocated 191 families of 982 people from the border. The total refugee population at 
Amboko refugee site is now 23,672, while at Gondje it is 4,072. The total refugee number at both sites is 
27,744. 
 
Activities in Amboko and Gondje sites 
Africare organized sanitation days in both Amboko and Gondjé sites. At Amboko site, the ratio of water 
provision is now 20 litres per person per day. MSF-Holland announced that the new water system is being 
tested and the results are positive.  
 
Refugees waiting for their relocation from Amboko to Gondjé and willing to start preparation of the land have 
signed up to be allocated plots of land. 
 
Income generating activities are ongoing. Twelve out of 13 groups who benefited from micro credits have 
already reimbursed the first installment. 
 
Yaroungou site 
For the first time, the transport of refugee’s crop products was organized from Yaroungou refugee site to the 
market at Sarhon on 12 February.  
 
 
Update on funding situation for Chad as at 2 February 2006 
Requirements: US$ 74,337,462 
2006 Contributions: US$  1,632,052 
 
 
 
 


