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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Outlook for the 2010 minor wheat crop uncertain 

 Despite good weather reduced cereal harvest gathered in 
2009 

 Cereal import requirements for 2009/10 (Nov/Oct) 
marketing year remain high but very little imports sourced 
so far only Chronic food insecurity continues throughout the 
country 

The 2010 winter wheat season delayed due to 
cold weather  
Unusually cold temperatures in the month of April, coupled with heavy 
rains may delay development of the winter wheat crop and may result 
in yield reduction. Typically a very short time window is available as 
transplanting of the main season paddy crop needs to be carried out 
around mid-June shortly after harvesting of wheat. Delayed season 
may mean either reduction in planting of paddy or abandoning the 
wheat crop. However, wheat accounts for only about 3 to 5 percent of 
the annual total cereal harvest.  

Reduced 2009 cereal production 

The 2009 paddy crop harvested last October-November was officially 
estimated at 2.34 million tonnes, about 3.5 percent above the near-
average output of the previous year. Total cereal harvest in 2009 at 
4.32 million tonnes (3.52 million including rice in milled terms) showed 
no improvement over the low output levels in recent years. In spite of 
favourable rainfall, shortages of critical inputs such as fertilizer, fuel, 
improved seeds, tillage power, among others, affected the overall 
productivity. According to the Ministry of Agriculture the total NPK 
fertilizer application during 2009 was 446 000 tonnes which is the 
lowest since 1989.  

Cereal import requirements in marketing year 
2009/10 estimated to remain high 

Using the apparent per capita cereal consumption of about 140 kg per 
year in recent years and a population of about 24 million, the country 
would require about 3.36 million tonnes for human consumption. 
Considering other uses such as seed, feed, post-harvest losses and 
some stock changes, FAO estimates that the country would have 
import requirements of 1.10 million tonnes for the marketing year 
2009/10 (November/October). However, given the ongoing economic 
constraints it is unlikely that this deficit could be covered by 
commercial imports. As of April 2010 only 177 000 tonnes of cereals 
have been recorded/declared as imports. Thus a significant 
international food aid is needed to meet the shortage.  

Chronic food insecurity continues  

The country continues to suffer from chronic food insecurity, high 
malnutrition rates and economic problems, and has great difficulties 
meeting the needs of its about 24 million people. The FAO/WFP Crop 
and Food Supply Assessment Mission (CFSAM) conducted in the late 
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2008 confirmed a significant deterioration in food security in most 
parts of the country in recent years. The poor, especially those living 
in urban areas, continue to be affected by soaring food prices. It is 
very likely that the financial and economic situation of most 
households has worsened after recent monetary measures taken by 
the government to replace the devalued currency by a new legal 
tender for all transactions. 

 

 

 

 


